
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 25

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

October 26, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening Voluntary: Adagio in E-flat Major	 John Stainer

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 506 “Praise the Spirit in creation”	 Finnian
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Mass of the Holy Comforter	 David Boulware-Kelley
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you 
promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Joel 2:23-32
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has 
poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats 
shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, 
and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the 
Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know 
that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again 
be put to shame. Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 
old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will 
pour out my spirit. I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun 
shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as 
the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 65   Te decet hymnus	 David Boulware-Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 1	 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; *  
			   to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 
	 2	 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, *  
			   because of their transgressions. 
	 3	 Our sins are stronger than we are, *  
			   but you will blot them out. 
	 4	 Happy are they whom you choose  
		  and draw to your courts to dwell there! *  
			   they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house,  
			   by the holiness of your temple. [Ref.]
	 5	 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,  
		  O God of our salvation, *  
			   O Hope of all the ends of the earth  
			   and of the seas that are far away. 
	 6	 You make fast the mountains by your power; *  
			   they are girded about with might. 
	 7	 You still the roaring of the seas, *  



			   the roaring of their waves,  
			   and the clamor of the peoples. 
	 8	 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; *  
			   you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. [Ref.]
	 9	 You visit the earth and water it abundantly;  
		  you make it very plenteous; *  
			   the river of God is full of water. 
	 10	 You prepare the grain, *  
			   for so you provide for the earth. 
	 11	 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; *  
			   with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
	 12	 You crown the year with your goodness, *  
			   and your paths overflow with plenty. [Ref.]
	 13	 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, *  
			   and the hills be clothed with joy. 
	 14	 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,  
		  and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; *  
			   let them shout for joy and sing. [Ref.]

The Second Lesson	 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord 
stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might 
hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly 
kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 398 “I sing the almighty power of God”	 Forest Green
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children aged four through fifth grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Luke 18:9-14
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told his parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: “Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 
praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, 
but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home 
justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Melissa Fauci
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 



from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [All remain standing.]	 Form IV, Book of Common Prayer, p. 388
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions 
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor	 Lord, in your mercy. 
People	 Hear our prayer.

The Confession and Absolution

The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   [All kneel in silence.]
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “Ain’-a That Good News!”	 William L. Dawson
I got a crown up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news! Refrain 
I got a harp up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news! Refrain 
I got a robe up in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news! Refrain 
I got a Savior in-a the Kingdom, ain’-a that good news! Refrain

Refrain 
I’m a-goin’ to lay down this worl’,  
Goin’-a soulder up-uh my cross,  

Goin’-a take it home-a to my Jesus,  
Ain’-a that good news, good news!

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer C, Book of Common Prayer, p. 369
Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Lift up your hearts. 
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Presider	 God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.



People	 Glory to you for ever and ever.
Presider	 At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 

courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People	 By your will they were created and have their being.
Presider	 From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 

made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another.

People	 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Presider	 Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And 

in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of 
freedom and peace.

People	 By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
Presider	 And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending 
hymn:

Sanctus, Mass of the Holy Comforter	 David Boulware-Kelley
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People	 We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not 
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
People	 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Presider	 Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.
People	 AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread, Mass of the Holy Comforter	 David Boulware-Kelley
Sung by all.
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Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 314 “Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen”	 Adoro devote
Hymn 679 “Surely it is God who saves me”	 Thomas Merton

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 637 “How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord”	 Lyons 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: Fanfare	 William Mathias

Mass of the Holy Comforter and psalm setting © David Boulware-Kelley, used by permission.


