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Loving God and Loving All People, Making Disciples of Christ for the Transformation of the World 
 

Don’t Put Your Faith on Vacation 

 
The summer season is a time filled with activities involving family, vacations, living outdoors, and keeping 
up with the growing grass and weeds. Let’s not forget about our church while our lives become 
overwhelmed with all the summer events that fill our calendars. 
 

June 7—July 5 

 
SERMON SERIES:  
At the Movies 
Join us as Pastor Nikki leads us in finding God 
in some of our favorite family movies. 

See page 7 for more information. 

 July 8-10 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
New this year—a daytime VBS. Lots of 
opportunities to volunteer. Register your 
children now! 

See page 2 for more information. 

   
July 13 

 
Blood is always needed to help those in need. 
Please consider giving, 
Time: Noon-6:00 p.m. 
Crossroads Ministry Center 

See page 4 for more information. 

 July 19 

 
First Church will host one of the concerts for 
the Lancaster Festival. We need volunteers to 
usher on that day and strong hands to 
assemble the stage prior to that date.  

See page 7 for more information. 

   
OFFICE CLOSURES 

The church office will be closed on June 19th and July 3rd in observance of holidays. 
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Summer of Connection 
“The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 

to the community, to their shared meals, and to their 
prayers…They shared food with gladness and simplicity… 

The Lord added daily to the community those who were  
being saved.” 

Acts 2:42–47 (selected) 

This is one of my favorite passages of scripture because it 
paints a picture of a community that feels both inspiring and 
attainable. 

These early believers lived in a challenging and uncertain world, yet they found strength in simple, 
meaningful rhythms: learning together, sharing meals, praying, and showing up for one another—in 
homes and in worship. Their life together wasn’t complicated, but it was intentional. And it made a 
difference. Their joy, generosity, and care for others created a ripple effect that reached far beyond 
their own circle. That same Spirit is at work among us today. 

So this summer, let’s lean into a shared intention: a Summer of Connection. Whether you enjoy 
planning ahead or prefer to go with the flow, there are plenty of ways to participate. You might gather 
with friends, meet someone new, or simply spend time being present with others. Every small moment 
of connection matters. 

Looking for a place to start? Here are a few local opportunities: 
• Friday Nights at the Bandstand (Fridays, 6:00 p.m., June 5–August 15)  
• Lancaster Farmers Market (Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.–noon, May–October)  
• Saturday Cinema Outdoor Movies (June 13, July 11, August 8 at 7:30 p.m.)  
• Art Walk (July 17, 6:00–9:00 p.m., downtown)  
• Lancaster Festival (July 17–25)  
• Adventure Island Vacation Bible School (July 8–10, 9:00 a.m.–noon)  
• Faith Walks (Selected Sundays at 1:30 p.m.  Watch your bulletin!)  

And of course, connection doesn’t have to be scheduled. Backyards, parks, porches, walking paths, 
coffee shops, and shared meals all offer space to build relationships and enjoy life together. 

For a fun way to stay connected while traveling, be sure to pick up a tiny Jesus figurine from the table in 
the parlor. Take it with you, snap a photo wherever you go, and send 1–2 pictures to receptionist@love-
first.org. We’ll share them before worship each week—it will be a joyful reminder of how far God’s love 
travels through you! 

However, you choose to engage this summer, know that you are part of something meaningful. Each 
conversation, each invitation, each shared moment reflects God’s goodness in the world. 
I’m looking forward to connecting with you and seeing how God works through all of us this summer. 

 
Grace and peace, 

 
 
 

  Connect with us online at  love-first.org 
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Dates: July 8–10, 2026     Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
Get ready for an exciting week of faith, fun, and adventure at Vacation Bible School 2026: Adventure 
Island – Quest for God’s Great Light! We are thrilled to invite children and families from our church and 
community to join us for three unforgettable mornings filled with worship, games, crafts, Bible stories, 
music, snacks, and meaningful connection. 

VBS is open to children from Pre-K through age 12, with age-appropriate activities and groups designed 
to help kids grow in their faith while building friendships and having fun in a safe and welcoming 
environment. This year’s “Adventure Island” theme will take children on a journey to discover God’s light, 
love, truth, and guidance through interactive lessons, island-themed activities, and hands-on 
experiences. 

Registration for children is currently open, and we encourage families to sign up early!  

Volunteer registration is also open, and we would love to have more helping hands to join the team. VBS 
is truly a church-wide effort, and there are many ways to serve, whether you enjoy working directly with 
children or helping behind the scenes. 

We are currently looking for volunteers to help with: 
• Group leaders and assistants  
• Sign-in and sign-out stations  
• Toddler and preschool support  
• Games and activity stations  

• Crafts and snack preparation  
• Decorating and setup teams  
• General hospitality and support roles  

No matter your age or experience level, there is a place for you to help make this week special for our kids 
and families. 
 
We are also asking everyone to be on the lookout for upcoming June workdays and decoration nights as 
we begin transforming Crossroads into Adventure Island! We will soon announce dates for volunteers to 
help with decorating, organizing supplies, building props, and preparing classrooms and activity spaces. 
Donations and supply collections will also begin soon, and we appreciate every contribution that helps 
bring VBS to life. 
 
VBS is more than just a summer event—it is an opportunity for children to experience the love of Christ, 
build lasting memories, and connect with caring adults and peers in a positive environment. Whether 
your child has attended church for years or this would be their first time, all are welcome. 
To register a child, volunteer, or learn more about Vacation Bible School, please visit: 

 
www.love-first.org/vbs 

We cannot wait to see our church filled with laughter, worship, and island adventures this summer. Invite 
your friends, neighbors, grandchildren, and classmates to join us for an amazing week at Adventure 
Island VBS 2026! 

See page 6 for more activities for our youngsters this summer. 
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Caring Ministries 
Contact: Judy Hug, CLM  judyhug@love-first.org or 740-653-3330, ext. 1002 

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God’s grace in it’s various forms.  1 Peter 4:10 

 

 

Crossroads Ministry Center 
Noon – 6:00 p.m. 

Mondays: July 13, September 14, November 9 
 

Human blood cannot be manufactured so the only source for life saving blood for those who are injured or ill 
comes from us. Your donation can be tracked – from Lancaster to Westerville or Toledo in Ohio or to Charlotte, NC 
or Fort Wayne, IN or to Pigeon, MI or to Ashland, KY. Not able to donate or interested in donating? Help our 
bloodmobiles extend welcome and hospitality to those who can donate. Lend an arm – Save a Life! 
 

 SWEET TREATS Goes on Hiatus 
There will be no Sweet Treats opportunities for the summer as we examine 
ways to invite more people to assist with once-a-month Saturday morning 

deliveries. Sincere thanks for all who have been faithful participants 
throughout the many years – bakers, packagers, and deliverers. Hope to see 

you all and more in the Fall! 
 

 

Thirty minutes is all it takes, once a month. The group of worshippers at The Springs at Wyandot Trail has 
grown into a small family of believers of varied denominations and backgrounds. Worship among them is 
rich in traditions of hymns, prayer, a short message, and Holy Communion. Whether you just want to 
observe or are willing to read Scripture or help with singing, you are invited to experience worship among 
others who often have had to leave the church they loved when they moved into a care facility. There is 
guaranteed blessing for all! 

There are two other local facilities requesting worship opportunities for their residents/families.  
Pray that our Worship Ministry will grow to be able to serve all! 

 

Meals on Wheels 
Looking for a meaningful way to serve in our community? The Senior Hub–Meals on Wheels is seeking 
compassionate volunteers to support older adults in our area. Opportunities include delivering meals, 
helping in the kitchen or dining room, visiting homebound seniors, and assisting with clerical tasks. 
Volunteer when it works for you—flexible schedules make it easy to get involved. 

To learn more or sign up, call 740-681-5050 ext. 210 or visit www.theseniorhubfc.org. 
Make a difference—one visit, one meal, one moment at a time. 

 

 From Your Heart to Theirs  
God’s love reaches beyond the walls of our church, and our love does, too! Each family, couple or 
individual that attends our church, whether online or in person, is invited to reach out to one other 
person who can no longer be active in our church – by card, phone, or short visit on a regular basis. Help 
to grow our care for others by contacting Judy Hug. 

mailto:judyhug@love-first.org
http://www.theseniorhubfc.org/
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Additional Caring Ministries 

There are so many ways that you can help make our church a caring one. It is more than one person can do. Please 
pray about helping out with some of our caring ministries and contact Judy Hug if you are moved to do so. 

Visitation – home, facility or hospital   Card Ministry 
  Family Care/Funeral Meals      Prayer Tree 
     Have an idea of your own? Let’s talk! 

  

In Sympathy 
We express our sincere sympathy to the 
families of those who have lost loved ones: 
 

  William “Andy” Andrews 
   Melanie Baker 
   Dan Goss 
 

  
Baptism 

 
Cecelia Menczywor 

Parents – Emily & Josh Menczywor 
 Grandparents – Ann & Jeff Baird 

 
 

 

CONTACTS: 
Ann Cherry (740) 215-0563 
Jeff Cherry (740) 503-1630 

 

 
Short East Community Kitchen is completely run by volunteers. There is no paid staff. A very dedicated 
group of volunteers do this work—because without them, we could no longer provide this much-needed 
mission in Lancaster. From time to time, especially in the summer, our volunteers may need to take time 
off. If you would consider being a substitute worker, please let Ann or Jeff know. 

Did you know you can now donate gift cards to the Kitchen? There is a metal locked box near the step in 
the Parlor. This enables the Community Kitchen to get what they need at any given time. Gift cards are 
welcome from Kroger, Meijer, Walmart, and any other food store. 

Your support through donations is greatly appreciated! These are our specific needs for June and July, 

June        July 
Sugar       Plastic cutlery 
Creamer      Small paper plates 
Coffee       Pam cooking spray 
 

The Creation Care Team is starting a gleaning mission called 
Helping Hand Farm. We are recruiting local gardeners who will 
plant a little extra of specific crops that will be designated for the 
Short East Community Kitchen. Are you able to plant a few extra 
onions or an extra tomato plant? Visit love-first.org/green-team for 
more details. 
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Vacation Bible School We are really jumping into Vacation Bible School! July 8–10 from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon, we’ll be welcoming lots of kids who are ready for fun, learning, and growing in faith. We are 
currently looking for donations of supplies, details in Church parlor, as well as volunteers to help make 
VBS a success!  We especially need: 

• Crew members  
• Preschool and Toddler leads 
• 2 sign in/out team members  
• Youth helpers 

This is a wonderful opportunity for teens and adults to serve together and make a difference in the lives of 
children. See Page 2 for more information. 

Summer Children’s Moments & Sunday School   We will be having a Children’s Moment each 
Sunday throughout the summer, and we would love to have volunteers help lead them. Sign up to do a 
Children’s Moment one Sunday this summer! 

After worship, kids ages 5–12 are invited to Summer Sunday School where we have fun projects and 
activities planned. Special summer activities include planting projects with Renee Benham, exciting 
science fun like Elephant Toothpaste and Borax Crystals. Art projects like Tye Dye, and sidewalk chalk. 
Baking, trivia, and a tortoise too! Pick a day to have fun with kid ministry! 

Nursery Volunteers Needed   Our nursery is growing, and we are looking for additional adult 
volunteers. To follow Safe Sanctuary policies, we must always have two adults serving in the nursery. 
Youth are also welcome to help, and we will create a rotating schedule so a different youth helper can 
serve each week. If you are interested in helping with nursery or any Kid Ministry area, please contact 
Anna King to get started.  

Paid Nursery Worker Position   We are also seeking an as-needed nursery worker for events outside 
of Sunday mornings. This is a paid position. Applicants must: 

• Be 18 years or older  
• Pass a background check  

Direct any questions or if you are interested in applying, please contact Anna King. 
 

Welcome to the BUIlDING teAmS 
The Trustees have now been reorganized into Building Teams, each of which is responsible for one of our 
properties. 

• Hopefully you have noticed areas of the sanctuary have received new paint.  
• Quotes are being received for potential repair of roof leaks at both our main building and 

Crossroads.  
• Volunteers have been busy sprucing up the landscaping around the main building.  
• New LED lighting has been installed in the Main Room and entryway at Crossroads.  

Many other tasks are being planned or are underway. Our building staff and building teams are staying 
busy keeping all our buildings going!  

Donations to the building fund are always welcome, as are offers to volunteer time and skills. Contact 
Sarah Mason at sarahmason@love-first.org if you would like to be a part of volunteering to help with our 
buildings. 

KIDS MINISTRY & SUMMER Opportunities 
Contact: Anna King  annaking@love-first.org or 740-653-3330, ext. 1008 

mailto:annaking@love-first.org
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At The Movies  On Easter Sunday, we invited everyone 
present in worship to share their favorite family-friendly 
movies via QR code survey. The result is our first summer 
preaching series, “At the Movies: Watching for God in Our 
Favorite Stories.” This exciting worship series explores 
spiritual themes found in beloved films and connects them 
to scripture and everyday faith. Through Zootopia, Night at 
the Museum, Lilo & Stitch, and Pokémon the Movie, we will 
discover how God calls us beyond labels, invites us to leave 
a legacy of love, reminds us that everyone belongs, and 
assures us that we are more than our mistakes. Each week 
will include engaging movie clips, meaningful biblical   
reflection, interactive children’s moments, and practical take-home activities for families. 

Join us as we learn to recognize hope, grace, redemption, and God’s presence in familiar stories that shape 
and inspire all generations! 
• June 7  Zootopia: Looking Beyond the Labels 
• June 14 District Superintendent Wes Souders preaching (Nikki on vacation) 
• June 21   Night at the Museum: Leaving a Legacy of Love 
• June 28   Lilo & Stitch: Chosen Family and Redemption 
• July 5   Pokémon the Movie: More than Your Mistakes 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church is honored to host one of the 
concerts during the Lancaster Festival, but we need your help to 
achieve this. 

 
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN USHER 
Ushers are needed for the Lancaster Festival Chamber Music Concert “Stars, Stripes, & Strings” being 
held at First Church at 8pm on Sunday, July 19. Report time is 7:00pm and will conclude after the 
concert. Responsibilities include welcoming patrons to the church, handing out programs, scanning 
tickets, orienting patrons to the building (drinking fountains and restrooms), and disposing of papers 
left behind after the concert. To join us for this night of instrumental music, notify Clarence McCoy or 
Judy Hug. (Tickets for the concert are available from the Lancaster Festival office or order online at 
www.lancasterfestival.org 
 
SANCTUARY STAGE HELP 
To host the Lancaster Festival concert at our church this year, we’ll need to install and later remove our 
stage. Dates and times for that will be determined by volunteer availability. If you’re willing to help carry 
the stage pieces and install/remove into sanctuary.  
Please contact Clarence McCoy, clarencemccoy@love-first.org. 

 
 
 

mailto:clarencemccoy@love-first.org
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Come join God Outdoors!  
Have you ever felt the Holy Spirit in the quiet presence of nature or observed God in the wilderness? This 
summer, Creation Care will periodically host Faith Walks—an opportunity for those who are interested to 
gather together to seek the beauty of God’s creation in one of the many gorgeous parks near Lancaster.  

We will assemble on Sunday afternoons and fellowship as a 
group before splitting into walking teams to hike and spend 
time in quiet conversation or solitude. We hope you will join 
us for an opportunity to leave the cares of the world behind. 
Our first Faith Walk was May 17th at Shallenberger Nature 
Preserve.  

The next one will be on Sunday, May 31st at 1:30 p.m. at 
Chestnut Ridge Metropark on Winchester Road in Carroll. The 
trails at this park are shaded and well-improved, but there are 
significant elevation changes on parts of the trail.  
 

Dates and locations of future Faith Walks will be posted online and at the church. If you have any 
questions about Faith Walks, please contact Sam Benham at  benham135@gmail.com. 

 
 
The One Board met April 21.  Pastor Nikki led the board member in 
an exercise about the Platinum Rule:  Treating others as they want 
to be treated. 
 

Business items included: 
• Accepting additional Gale Barry bequest. 
• Approving the Green Teams request to turn the Crossroads field into a pollinator bed with donated 

supplies.  
• Beginning the process of Pastor Nikki’s performance review.  
• Discussing at length the condition of the ailing main church A/C. Cost to replace the un-repairable 

system was quoted in the range of $550,000.  To replace the entire aging HVAC system was quoted in 
the range of $1,200,000.  Discussion as to how to pay for either project is ongoing. 

There was no May meeting. Next meeting is scheduled for June 16. 
 

~~~~~Thank You~~~~~ 
Dear FUMC, 
Thank you so much for the care package. It is always nice to receive something from 
home. I hope you all had an amazing Easter! I am about to finish undergrad this 
spring. Track season is also in full swing! I can’t wait to be back at a service this 
summer. The Lord has been doing some amazing things in my life (like sharing my 
testimony in front of 200+ people). I can’t wait to share more! 
With love, Peyton Wilson 
 
Dear FUMC Higher Ed Committee, 
Thank you very much for the generous box of goodies. I am glad the church has 
always been invested in my education. 
Ian Elick 

OneBoard 
Leadership Model 

mailto:benham135@gmail.com
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~~~~~Thank You~~~~~ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank You to Our Musicians! 
 

Our Chancel Choir and Hi-Lo Ringers recently concluded their choir season on Music Sunday.  
The worship life at First UMC is blessed with strong music ministries from our choirs, praise band, 

organist, pianists, and special musicians. We thank God for these blessings, and we thank all of our 
musicians for sharing their time and talents so faithfully! 
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The United Women in Faith is the only official organization for women within the United Methodist Church 
with nearly half a million members. That’s powerful! We are United Women in Faith—you and I, and we 
share the same values, beliefs, passions, and hope with all UWFaith across the globe. What a blessing it 
is to be a part of it!  

Mission u is not something you have to do, it’s something you get to do! Mission u is an opportunity to 
step away from everyday concerns, and experience fellowship and learning with others, as well as taking 
some time for yourself. Our theme and primary study this year, Experiencing Emmanuel, examines the 
many ways we encounter Emmanuel in our lives. We offer Virtual Mission u study, which runs 4 weeks in 
July, either Wednesday evening or Thursday morning. Registration deadline is June 22. For information 
and registration, go to: www.westohioowf.org/2026-mission-u 

 
  It’s All in the Cards   

No, not that kind of cards!  On the second Tuesday of each month, the Trinity Circle gathers in Room 22 
at noon to use paper, scissors, glue, and whatever else we find in the closet to create hand-made greeting 
cards to send to those in our church family who cannot get out to come to church. It is a simple way to let 
them know that their church family is thinking about them. We aim to make about 80 cards over several 
months for each of the major categories we attempt. Some of the occasions we concentrate on are 
Easter, Thinking of You, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. We have recently added Happy Birthday to the 
categories.  

You don’t have to be a master craftswoman to join in on the fun. All the supplies are furnished—you just 
need a little imagination. New members are often paired up with someone who has done this for a while. 
Please consider joining us and helping to bring love to others through papercraft. The next time we will be 
making cards is July 8th. 
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CIRCLE MEETING DATES 

Elizabeth Circle  The Elizabeth Circle is going on hiatus until 
further notice. We wish these ladies well as they find a new path 
in their faith journey. 

Trinity Circle We will meet at Bob Evans on June 10 at noon. 
They will meet again on July 8 at noon in Room 22 where they 
will continue to make Thanksgiving cards. All supplies are 
furnished.  All are welcome! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hooked on Books meets at 10:00 a.m. in Room 22 of the main 
church building.  
Monday , June 1  Have a Little Faith’s in by Mitch Alban 
July  No meeting, Enjoy our country’s birthday 

Questions? Contact: 
Linda Godenschwager  740-503-6026 or Denise Bennett 740-503-7210 
 

 
HOSPITALITY ANYONE? 
Do you enjoy your coffee and doughnuts on Sunday mornings? For this hospitality ministry  
to continue we need some help. Would you consider hosting the hospitality table one 
Sunday this summer so that our usual volunteers can enjoy a break? You don’t have to do 

it alone. Bring a friend or more. We can train you on what to do when. Contact the church 
office if you are interested in serving. 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars    CR = Crossroads, M = Main Church Building 

Weekly Meetings 
Mondays:  6:30 p.m. Boys Scouts (CR) 
Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m.  Fellowship Quilters (CR) 
 

  
Wednesdays: 3:00 p.m.   Chair Volleyball (CR) 
Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. Crossroads Community (CR) 
 

Additional Events 
JUNE 
  1 10:00 a.m. Hooked on Books (M) 
  8 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast (CR) 
 10 12:00 p.m. Trinity Circle (Bob Evans) 
 16 6:30 p.m. One Board Meeting (M) 
 19 Offices closed 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
JULY 
   3 Offices closed 
   7 6:00 p.m. Permanent Endowment (M) 
   8 12:00 p.m. Trinity Circle (M) 
 9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School (CR) 
  9 9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School (CR) 
10 9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School (CR) 
13 12:00 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive (CR) 
14 6:30 p.m. CCR Team (M) 
18 TBD Lancaster Festival Prep (M) 
19 7:30 p.m. Lancaster Festival Concert (M) 
21 6:30 p.m. One Board Meeting (M) 

  

10:00 a.m. 
Main Building 

 

At Crossroads Ministry Center 
2095 W. Fair Ave 

June 6 & No July meeting 
 

MEN’S 

Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. 

Call 740-653-3330 to reserve your spot. 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
(740) 653-3330 

Nikki Baker (Pastor)  nikkibaker@love-first.org   ext. 1001 

Clarence McCoy (Worship Arts) clarencemccoy@love-first.org ext. 1004 

Judy Hug, CLM (Caring Ministries)  judyhug@love-first.org, ext. 1002 

Anna King (Children’s Ministries) annaking@love-first.org, ext. 1008 

Sarah Mason (Business Admin)  sarahmason@love-first.org  ext. 1005 

Michael Belt (Financial Secretary)  michaelbelt@love-first.org  ext. 1007 

Chantel Rutherford (Administrative Assistant)  receptionist@love-first.org, 

ext. 1000 

Chip Elder (Maintenance)  chipelder@love-first.org 

 The Circuit Rider 
is the bi-monthly newsletter of 
First United Methodist Church 

163 E. Wheeling St. 
Lancaster, OH 43130 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m. -- Worship Celebration 

10:30 a.m. -- Praise Worship 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. -- Crossroads Community 

Crossroads Ministry Center 
2095 W. Fair Ave. 

We welcome you to worship with us and to 
experience the joy of having fellowship with 
other people who believe in the love of God 

and the teachings of Christ. 

 Pastor Rev. Nikki Baker 

Telephone: 740-653-3330 
Email: receptionist@love-first.org 

Website: www.love-first.org 

     

It’s easy to follow everything happening at Lancaster First. In 
addition to our Facebook page, we have an X account and an 
Instagram account. Keep up to date with our events and 
resources. Follow us at:  Facebook: Lancaster First United 
Methodist Church;  
X: LoveFirstUMC;  
Instagram: Lancasterfirstumchurch  

 

  

Articles for the August/September issue of the  

   CIRCUIT RIDER are due by July 13 

 to Clarence McCoy, clarencemccoy@love-first.org. 
Janet Gossell, Editor  
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