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August 
16 

 Ice Cream Social and Field Day 
Sunday afternoon, August 16 from 2:00-4:00 
Come join us at Crossroads to celebrate the end of summer and the 
beginning of school, meeting families, and participating in cool treats 
and games. We need some  volunteers to help oversee the games 
and dip ice cream. Let Anna King know if you are able to help.  

    

August 
23 

 Back to School Blessing 
On Sunday, August 23, join us at each service as we bless all our 
children going back to school and all the adults in every capacity of 
education that guide and instruct our children in their school 
experiences. 
  

    

September 
3 

 Choir Practice Resumes 
It’s time to dust off those vocal chords and come 
back to Choir Practice. Not only is it a time of 
preparing music for God’s glory, but it is a time of 
fellowship and laughter. Ever thought about joining 
choir, come give us a try! Thursday nights at 7:30.  

    

September 
10 

 Hi-Lo Ringers  
The bell choir will resume practice on Thursdays at           
6:30 p.m. Contact Clarence McCoy if you are 
interested in joining this group. Reading music is a 
plus when participating with this group.  

    

September 
14 

 Red Cross BloodMobile 
Our country’s blood supply is critically low. Blood can only be 
available through human donors. Please consider signing up to 
donate blood at our next drive at Crossroads from noon to  
6:00 p.m. Contact Judy Hug for questions or help in signing up.  

 

Kickoff for Fall 
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Friends in Christ, 
I’ve really enjoyed seeing all the places you’ve carried “a little Jesus” with you! I 
chuckled as Jesus was in the wash, as he “walked on water” at the lake and the 
pool. I carried a little Jesus into the 115 heat of the Mojave Desert, through a 
tornado and a wildfire. Families carried a little Jesus to Italy, on vacations, camping, 
and to the Short East Community Kitchen. Jesus has even been carried into a few 
prickly situations! 

As summer heads toward a close, we will return from vacations, family celebrations, and a different pace of life 
to gather in our regular pattern as a body of Christ followers. This gathering reminds me of friends gathering 
around a backyard fire pit. The fire is built and then tended until the flames grow bright enough to draw everyone 
near. Around the warm glow, stories are shared, hope is renewed, and community is strengthened. 

As we begin a new ministry year, I believe God is inviting FUMC to gather around the living fire of the Holy Spirit. 
Together, we will enter a season of prayerful discernment, seeking God's vision for our future. We will listen for 
where God is already at work in our congregation and throughout our community, then ask how Christ is calling 
us to make disciples and share God's transforming love in exciting new ways. 

One of the greatest hopes of our Leadership Board and ministry leaders is to come alongside you and help fan 
into flame the outreach and ministry ideas God has placed on your heart. Perhaps you’ve wondered, “What if 
our church tried…?” We want to hear those ideas you want to get behind, encouraging you to explore further, 
praying over them and helping them grow. We want to welcome new people where they are, nurture those who 
are new to faith, and encourage those who have followed Christ for decades to continue growing, serving, and 
discovering new ways God is calling them to make a difference. We want to find fresh and faithful ways to 
connect with our neighbors so that more people experience the hope and transforming love of Jesus Christ. 
Every prayer, idea, and willing heart matters. 

We may be facing some financial challenges, but our confidence does not rest in our resources alone. It rests in 
God's providence and grace, and in a connected church where every person brings unique gifts for the sake of 
Christ's mission. 

As the new programming year begins, hear God's promise from Acts 2:17 (CEB): "I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young will see visions. Your elders will dream dreams." 
May we become a church where every generation dreams, every generation serves, and every generation helps 
tend the Spirit's fire. By God's grace, the brightest days of our shared ministry are still ahead. 
 
      Dreaming and visioning with you, 
, 
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We say thank you to all who gave of their time and talents to 
provide awesome worship music throughout the summer! 
God was glorified, and his people at First UMC were blessed 
by your gifts of music! 
Our Chancel Choir and Hi-Lo Ringers bell choir enjoyed 
their summer off, and we now look forward to God leading 
us into another great season of musical happenings. You 
can be a part of helping to keep our music ministries going 
strong! All of our music groups are blessed by new people 
who are willing to share of the time and talents that God has 
provided. Help us get the word out to keep that going.  

If someone you know (or, hey, even YOU!) enjoys singing, or plays an instrument, or just really likes music, 
invite them (or YOU!) to come be a part of Music at First. 

Chancel Choir practices on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. upstairs in the music room, beginning 
September 3rd. First Sunday singing in worship will be September 13th. Open to all persons high school 
age and up. No previous experience required. 

Hi-Lo Ringers bell choir practices on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. upstairs in the music room, 
beginning September 10th. Open to high school age and up. Some previous music reading can be 
helpful. 

Other opportunities include Praise Band, which is open by audition to new singers or new 
instrumentalists. Practices happen intermittently around the schedules of the participants. We also are 
always looking for people to provide Gathering Music or solos/ensembles on occasion. 

Contact Clarence McCoy at clarencemccoy@love-first.org or 740-653-3330, ext. 1004 with questions or 
to express your willingness to be a part of the Music at First. 

People who serve in music ministry have a good time, they grow in their faith, they enjoy awesome 
fellowship with one another, and they experience the power of God’s presence when they make music in 
God’s name. NOW is a GREAT time to become part of our music ministries. You will be a blessing, and 
you will be blessed by serving in this way. Prayerfully consider it! 

 

 
Chairperson, Mike Lieber, reported an update to the congregation 
about what One Board has been studying.  
Here are some highlights from that report: 

Members of One Board are: Sam Benham, Chris Burris, Ron Burris, Mike Shafer, Steve  Barnett, Tyler Clendenin, 
Mike Shaner, Cindy Wilkins, Joe Moody, Alicia Niceswanger, and Judy Norris, Mike Lieber (chair) 
• The Board is studying all the repairs needed on both of our buildings that are aging. Specifically, they 

are looking at how to make our furnace in the main building safe. 
• The Board is considering raising the rental fees for Crossroads to be more in line with the going rates 

of other facilities of similar size. They are also studying the use of the building, how to build that use in 
the community, and keeping costs down for its upkeep. 

• Subcommittees are working to monitor each of our buildings and the needs for their upkeep.  
• The year began with a balanced budget based on past giving and anticipated expenses. However, our 

giving has not kept up with the monthly budget, which is an ongoing concern of the Board. 
• The Board increased Anna King’s hours to encourage the development of our youth programs. 
• Mike will continue to bring the congregation updates as needed. 

OneBoard 
Leadership Model 
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Caring Ministries 
Contact: Judy Hug, CLM  judyhug@love-first.org or 740-653-3330, ext. 1002 

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God’s grace in it’s various forms.  1 Peter 4:10 

 

 

Crossroads Ministry Center 
Noon – 6:00 p.m. 
Mondays: September 14, November 9 

 

The nation’s blood supply remains critically low, and, in summer, there typically is an increase in 
demand. Human blood cannot be manufactured – it must come from a donor. Donating blood is a gift to 
others that you will probably never meet – it is a totally selfless act of compassion and love. Please 
consider donating and/or encouraging someone else to do so at our remaining 2026 Bloodmobiles. 

If you are unable to donate, please consider helping with registration or canteen, with homemade 
cookies or light sandwiches, or in greeting donors as they enter Crossroads. 
Contact Judy Hug to serve or for assistance if scheduling a donation, which can also be completed at 
www.redcrossblood.org  
 
 
 

NEIGHBOR2NEIGHBOR 

Each of us is gifted by God, claimed at our baptism, to serve others.  
A variety of Care Ministries reach out to the members and friends of First Church who are ill or injured, 
or who are homebound and unable to join us physically for church. Receiving a card or phone call or 
having a short visit from someone from the church makes such a wonderful difference in the lives of 
those who are receiving treatment or rehabilitation, as well as those who have faithfully served our 
church and community in years past. 

Neighbor2Neighbor invites ALL to BE THE CHURCH in sharing compassion and care to others in your 
neighborhood. Check out the display in the parlor beginning September 13 and find someone from 
your neighborhood that is on our list of persons that are homebound. Take 15 minutes each month to 
reach out by writing, calling, and/or visiting a person who will soon become a friend. To ask questions 
and to get started, contact Judy Hug.  

 
 
 

Explore First! 

 
New to First Church, or want more information about United Methodists and the 
ministries of this congregation? Join Pastor Nikki and Judy Hug on Sunday, September 
20 after each service in the Fellowship Hall (lower level) for a 30-minute introduction to 
this church. No need to sign up – just show up😊 

mailto:judyhug@love-first.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org/


5 

Interested in Membership? 
 “Church is not an organization you join; it is a family where you belong, a home 
where you are loved and a hospital where you find healing.”        Nicky Gumbel 

Thinking of becoming a member of First Church? In your discernment, there are 
people in this church family who can answer questions, pray with and for you, 
or guide you through worship into Sunday School or choir or a variety of other 
ministries.  

There are two other opportunities to learn more: 
• Explore First! is a 30-minute introduction to this congregation of the United Methodist Church, led by 

her pastor and Caring Ministries Coordinator. This event occurs after each morning worship service on 
Sunday, September 20 in the Fellowship Hall/lower level. No need to register – just come join us! 

• Join the Journey! is a 2-hour closer look into the history of the Christian faith as well as the heritage and 
people called United Methodists, including her doctrines and practices. This session will be offered on 
Sunday, September 27, 4:00-6:00 p.m. at our Crossroads facility, 2095 W. Fair Avenue, and will 
include a light dinner and, as needed, childcare. Register in the parlor beginning September 13th. 

Reception of new members will be held on Sunday, October 25 during each of the worship services. 
Come, join the family! 
 

DISTRICT LAITY INTEREST RESPONSE FORMS 

Have you ever wanted to learn more about spiritual gifts or being a servant leader at church, for our 
district or at the conference level? Do you have something you want to learn (or to share/teach!) about 
ministry in the community, with Youth/Young Adults, or with Older Adults? Maybe you’re interested in 
learning or teaching others about Congregational Care, ministry in care facilities, or creating worship 
experiences for others. The Scioto River District (SRD), which serves our church and over 180 other 
churches in SE Ohio, is asking for laity to let them know of your needs and interests.  Whether you are 
looking to be served in a classroom or training, or to serve as a facilitator, instructor, or assistant, our 
district eagerly looks forward to getting to know you and your gifts. Laity Interest Response Forms are 
available in the parlor and can be submitted to Judy Hug (or any staff member) to be sent to the District. 
Remember that we are called to “Go and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world” – we need each other to grow in our faith and in our service. 
 

Grief Recovery 
Grief can be paralyzing, crippling our life after loss. It can also be a recurring 
memory or thought that stops us where we are, for a moment, for hours or even for 
days. There is no right or wrong way to grieve, but it is a necessary journey in forging 
a path forward after loss of a loved one, loss of employment, loss of feeling safe, and 
many other ways in which we experience harm or unwanted change.  
Through research conducted by Kent State University, The Grief Recovery Method 
approach to helping grievers deal with the pain of emotional loss in any relationship 

is effective and evidence-based, the only grief support program with that distinction. More information 
about the method can be found at https://www.griefrecoverymethod.com. 

First Church will offer this opportunity in the Fall/Winter to our congregation and to our community.  Each 
of the eight sessions will be 2-hours in duration. A maximum of 15 people will be accepted. Purchase of a 
textbook is required (scholarships available), and can be ordered through Walmart, Thriftbooks, 
ChristianbookStore or Amazon (least to most expensive vendors). Watch for dates/times and registration 
information. Contact Judy Hug for more information. 

https://www.griefrecoverymethod.com/


6 

HOPE Letters 

HOPE Letters is an Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections (ODRC)-supported 
mentorship through correspondence ministry that is faith-based and focused on supporting 
reentry. HOPE Letters writers offer encouragement, guidance, and restorative relationships 
with men and women incarcerated in Ohio’s prisons. Our goal for all HOPE Letters groups is 
to be a welcoming community for those who have returned home after an incarceration 
experience.   

Watch for more information about training and the program in building our HOPE Letters group in the 
bulletin beginning in September! 
 
 

  

In Sympathy 
We express our sincere sympathy to the 
families of those who have lost loved ones: 
 

 Norma Oatney                                                                                                      
 Shirley Woodward 
 Donna Tipton  
    (Pastor Nikki’s mother) 
 

 
Meditation Moment 

 

When you are pushed 
to the edge of difficulty, 

trust God fully, 
because two things can happen: 

Either He will catch you when you fall, or 
He will teach you how to fly! 

 
 

 

CONTACTS: 
Ann Cherry (740) 215-0563 
Jeff Cherry (740) 503-1630 

 

  
Community is what it’s all about at Short East Community Kitchen.  
• We had a freezer go out and Fairfield County Foundation stepped up and bought us a new commercial 

grade freezer! 
• We put out a need for bottled water during this hot weather and we have received many cases. (The 

need is still there!) 
• We advised that we were accepting grocery gift cards and with those graciously donated cards,  we 

were able to purchase ground beef at Meijer that was on sale for $3.99/lb. Thank you !! 
It is through your generous donations and our amazing volunteers  that we continue to provide a much 
needed mission right here in our community! 

Your support through donations is greatly appreciated! These are our specific needs for August and 
September. 

August       September  
Sugar       Canned vegetables 
Cereal       Oatmeal packets 
Tea Bags      Hot chocolate packets 
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August 8   (7:30 p.m.) 
Downtown Cinema Activity 

Join us at 7:30 p.m. at the Downtown Cinema’s 
showing of UP,  where we will be serving snow 
cones and leading a special kindness balloon 
activity as we recreate the iconic UP movie 
poster! Bring your family and enjoy a fun 
evening of creativity, kindness, and 
community. 

We could use some adults to help supervise 
and help our young people serve their 
community.  

Contact Anna if you are willing to help. 

 August 16 (2:00-4:00 p.m.) 
Ice Cream Social & Field Day 

Join us from 2:00–4:00 p.m. for our End-of-
Summer Ice Cream Social & Field Day! Enjoy 
games, cool down with delicious ice cream, 
and meet other families in our community. It's 
the perfect way to celebrate the end of 
summer together!  

We are looking for people to help serve ice 
cream and supervise games. This would be a 
great opportunity for young people to come 
and help our younger friends have a great 
time! Interested in helping? Contact Anna. 

   

August 23   (9:00 and 10:30 a.m.) 
Back-to-School Blessing 

As a new school year begins, we invite everyone to join us on Sunday, August 23, for a special 
Back-to-School Blessing during worship. 

Whether you’re a student, teacher, administrator, bus driver, custodian, coach, cafeteria worker, 
school nurse, aide, or anyone who serves in our schools, we’d love to pray over you as you begin a new 
year. Come receive a blessing and our prayers for a year filled with wisdom, strength, safety, and God’s 
guidance. We look forward to celebrating and supporting everyone who helps make our schools a 
wonderful place to learn and grow. 
   

Confirmation Classes Return! 
We will be having Confirmation this year! We 
will be looking for mentors for our youth to 
learn from and speak with during this time. If 
you feel called to help guide a young person in 
their next step in their faith journey, let Anna 
know.  

 September 
Third Grade Bibles 

All third graders will receive a bible this year in 
September. If you have a third grader that you 
would like to participate, please let Anna King 
know ASAP 

 

 
  Connect with us online at  love-first.org 

Have you visited our website? We challenge you to go online and find any of the following:  the 
recording of last Sunday’s 9:00 worship service, frequently asked questions about visiting our 
church, the contact information for our staff members, where you can find out what is going on at 
Crossroads or the Main Campus, the last copy of the Circuit Rider, and much more. Give it a try! 
 

KIDS MINISTRY 
Contact: Anna King  annaking@love-first.org or 740-653-3330, ext. 1008 

mailto:annaking@love-first.org
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Report from Sam Benham, Alternate Lay Delegate, 
Representing FUMC at the 2026 West Ohio Annual Conference 

Greetings sisters and brothers in Christ.  

I represented FUMC as its lay delegate at the 2026 West Ohio Annual Conference, which ran from May 
27-30 at Capital University in Bexley. I attended as an alternate for our regular delegate, Mike Lieber, who 
will hopefully be able to attend next year. I attended with Pastor Nikki and Judy Hug, one of our certified 
lay ministers. In years past, FUMC has sent two lay delegates—last year Clarence McCoy and Steve 
Williams—but, this year, we only sent one because we may send one for each pastor we have. This 
maintains a balance of clergy and lay representatives at the gathering.  

The theme of this conference was “Abundant Grace,” and focused on Matthew 14:13-21, the feeding of 
the five thousand. In Bishop Hee-Soo Jung’s opening sermon, he contrasted the table of Jesus, which 
produced overwhelming grace that created good results with the death of John the Baptist that directly 
precedes these verses in Mathew. This execution was put into effect around the table of King Herod, the 
result of a display of power, manipulation, and violence. Herod’s table, though filled with sumptuous 
foods, did not satisfy and did not lead to good outcomes. It is the table of the world. As followers of Christ 
and United Methodists, the Bishop called us to reject the pursuit of worldly power and instead reflect and 
spread Christ’s abundant grace through our lives and actions. 

A delegation of Methodist clergy and lay leaders from South Korea attended as special guests, reflecting 
the unique bond between Ohio and South Korea. The earliest Methodist missionaries to Korea were from 
Ohio—William Scranton and his mother, Mary Scranton. The two are recognized as founding members of 
the Methodist Church in Korea. It was a special treat to worship with them. We also celebrated a 
significant milestone. This is the 70th year anniversary of UMC’s ordination of women clergy and the 30th 
year anniversary of the creation of deacons, who are clergy with a slightly difference focus and mission 
than ordained elders. An Episcopal bishop, Shay Craig of North Dakota, delivered a sermon 
commemorating the occasion, noting the parallels to the abundant grace theme, with each event 
resulting in the disbursement of pastoral authority from a centralized power structure. To that end, we 
recognized, commissioned, and ordained several new elders, deacons, and certified lay ministers, most 
of whom were women. 

Most of the conference was filled with receiving reports from various conference committees. On the 
conference level, the budget seems to have largely stabilized, buoyed by good investment returns. One 
area of concern identified was that 14% of churches in the conference have not paid any apportionments 
in the last year. Exciting news was shared that the Wesley Retreat and Camp property, located near 
Bellefontaine, is, for the first time in a while, sponsoring camps for kids across the conference. One of our 
business items was to amend the conference’s bylaws to account for the governance and operation of 
the camp. We also heard about exciting developments in missions and ministry across the conference. 
The Bishop and his staff laid out goals connected to a five-prong vision statement: building relationships, 
shared mission, discipleship, multiplication, and emerging leaders. If you want additional information on 
the Bishop’s report, please reach out to me. 

In other business, the conference approved recommendations for equitably compensating pastors of 
different statuses and approved matters related to clergy pensions and health insurance coverage. The 
conference also approved a resolution to support the civil rights of transgender individuals, in response 
to concerns of the applicability of proposed government legislation that may impact the ability of 
transgender clergy to preach. Conferees also approved a plan to create a task force focusing on 
rehabilitating clergy who are recovering from substance abuse. Some of these were debated, particularly 
about wording, intent, and grammar, but all six business items were passed overwhelmingly by the 
conference. After listening to the arguments, I voted for each of the six items. 
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Report from Sam (continued) 

One of the big initiatives that will come to a head next year is whether West and East Ohio conferences 
will combine their operations and territories into the new Ohio Conference. We currently share Bishop 
Jung but retain separate administrative committees and functions. This will be an item of heavy 
discussion throughout the year, especially at the conference level. 

If anyone has any questions or would like additional details, please feel free to reach out to me, Pastor 
Nikki, or Judy Hug. It was an honor to serve as your lay delegate this year, and I wish Mike Lieber the best 
for next year’s conference. 

Sam Benham 

 

 

 

FUMC Creation Care Team 
 

Pollinator Garden 
at Crossroads 

 
 
This past spring, the new FUMC Creation Care Team decided to create a pollinator garden space at 
Crossroads Ministry Center. After selecting a location and receiving approval from the Trustees, volunteer 
Dave Goslin set to work removing the sod. Sam and Renee Benham then tilled the ground and planted 
seeds from Franklin County Soil & Water, and then returned to weed. John Polinski has been watering it 
throughout the summer, and it's blooming! It will take several years to weed out the grass and for the 
plants to get established, but it is already full of beauty. Make sure to swing by Crossroads to take a look!  
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~~~~~Thank You~~~~~ 
First United, 
We are so grateful for your continued support of our mission. 

Harcum House 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at First UMC Lancaster, 
Everyone at Midwest Mission would like to send you a heartfelt thank you for 
making your generous donation of 30 bed kits and 10 birthing kits on 5/28/2026. 

Your donation extends our outreach and makes a tremendous impact on so many 
lives. Thank you so much for blessing others through the ministry of Midwest 
Mission! 

Yours in Christ, 
The Midwest Mission staff 
 

Dear Church Family, 
On behalf of everyone at the Lighthouse, thank you  for your generous donation. 
Your support helps to provide safety, hope, and healing to survivors of domestic 
violence and their children throughout Fairfield County. We are truly grateful for 
your kindness, compassion, partnership, and friendship. 

Thank you, Amy Lake 
 
Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you for your generosity and for awarding us these scholarships. 
We are grateful for your support as we pursue our next chapter. 

Thank you, 
Peyton and Lauren Wilson 

 
From Vacation Bible School 
Thank you to everyone who made Vacation Bible School a success! A great time was had by 
all as we learned how we can shine God's light in our everyday lives. We welcomed several 
families on Celebration Sunday, where we all joined together to perform our dances and 
share our favorite experiences. The children said they loved the science experiments, 
making new friends, and singing all the songs. 

We also want to extend our sincere thanks to our sponsors, Ace Psychological Services and 
UPS, whose generous support made it possible to offer Vacation Bible School as a free event. 
We are also grateful for our community partners, Rise Up Arts Alliance and the Lancaster 
Fire Department, for helping make this week so special. 

Our mission project was to collect comfort items for the Lancaster Fire Department to give 
to children who have experienced an emergency. Thanks to the incredible generosity of our 
church family and VBS participants, we collected more than 125 stuffed animals and 
blankets to donate to the fire department. Thank you for helping us share God's love and 
bring comfort to children during difficult times! 
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 Monday, August 3   
The Great Alone 
    by Kristin Hannah 
Monday, September 14   
Those Who Save Us 
   By Jenna Blum 

Questions? Contact: 
Linda Godenschwager   
740-503-6026 or  

        Denise Bennett 740-503-7210 

 

 

 Scioto River District 
August-September 2026 Inspirations 

WE believe LOVE in ACTION can change the WORLD. 
Everyone is invited to attend all events:  
West Ohio Conference UMF 53rd Annual Celebration  
Saturday, October 10, 2026   
10:00 am - 3:00 pm, Cost $15.00 
Scioto Ridge UMC, 4343 Dublin Rd. Hilliard, OH 43026 
You must Register: westohiouwf.org 

West Ohio Conference Book Club Reading Program 
Register at westohioumf.org. 
See the book list for August 2026 -January 2027 on the church's 
bulletin board. 

  

Trinity Circle Meeting Dates 
Wednesday, Noon-3:00 p.m. 

Room 22 Main Church Building 
August 12 

September 9 
Come join us in making Thanksgiving 
and Christmas cards for our shut-ins. 

 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars    CR = Crossroads, M = Main Church Building 

Weekly Meetings 
Mondays:  6:30 p.m. Boys Scouts (CR) 
Wednesdays: 9:00 a.m.  Fellowship Quilters (CR) 
Wednesdays: 3:00 p.m.   Chair Volleyball (CR) 
Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. Crossroads Community (CR) 
 

  
Thursdays 
 6:30 p.m.   Hi-Lo Ringers Bell Choir (M) 
 7:30 p.m.   Chancel Choir Practice (M) 

Additional Events 
AUGUST 
  1 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast (CR) 
  3 10:00 a.m. Hooked on Books (M) 
  8 7:30 p.m. Downtown Cinema with our Youth 
11 6:30 p.m. CCR Team (M) 
12 12:00 p.m. Trinity Circle (M) 
16 2:00-4:00 p.m.    Ice Cream Social (CR) 
18 6:30 p.m. One Board Meeting (M) 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 
  3 7:30 p.m. Choir Practice begins 
  5 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast (CR) 
  7 Offices closed 
  8 6:30 p.m. CCR Team (M) 
  9 12:00 p.m. Trinity Circle (M) 
10 6:30 p.m. Bell choir practice begins 
14 10:00 a.m.  Hooked on Books (M) 
 12:00 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive (CR) 
15 6:30 p.m. One Board Meeting (M) 
20 10:00 a.m. Explore First! (M) 
 11:30 a.m.  Explore First! (M) 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Main Building 

 

At Ministry Center 
2095 W. Fair Ave 

August 1 & September 5 
 

MEN’S 

Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. 

Call 740-653-3330 to reserve your spot. 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
(740) 653-3330 

Nikki Baker (Pastor)  nikkibaker@love-first.org   ext. 1001 

Clarence McCoy (Worship Arts) clarencemccoy@love-first.org ext. 1004 

Judy Hug, CLM (Caring Ministries)  judyhug@love-first.org, ext. 1002 

Anna King (Children’s Ministries) annaking@love-first.org, ext. 1008 

Sarah Mason (Business Admin)  sarahmason@love-first.org  ext. 1005 

Michael Belt (Financial Secretary)  michaelbelt@love-first.org  ext. 1007 

Chantel Rutherford (Administrative Assistant)  receptionist@love-first.org, 

ext. 1000 

 

 The Circuit Rider 
is the bi-monthly newsletter of 
First United Methodist Church 

163 E. Wheeling St. 
Lancaster, OH 43130 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m. -- Worship Celebration 

10:30 a.m. -- Praise Worship 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. -- Crossroads Community 

Crossroads Ministry Center 
2095 W. Fair Ave. 

We welcome you to worship with us and to 
experience the joy of having fellowship with 
other people who believe in the love of God 

and the teachings of Christ. 

Rev. Nikki Baker, Pastor 

Telephone: 740-653-3330 
Email: receptionist@love-first.org 

Website: www.love-first.org 

     

It’s easy to follow everything happening at Lancaster First. In 
addition to our Facebook page, we have an X account and an 
Instagram account. Keep up to date with our events and 
resources. Follow us at:  Facebook: Lancaster First United 
Methodist Church;  
X: LoveFirstUMC;  
Instagram: Lancasterfirstumchurch  

 

  

Articles for the October/November issue of the  

   CIRCUIT RIDER are due by September 14 

 to Clarence McCoy, clarencemccoy@love-first.org. 
Janet Gossell, Editor/Publisher 
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