
 

 
 

Welcome to 50 Hoops’  LEGENDS 
2022 LECTURE SERIES  PREMIER 
Ed and Pat Sanders, Founders (1998-2022)  
 
50 Hoops™ is  proud to celebrate 24 years as one of the 
oldest African American-founded small nonprofit Patient 
and Medical Education organization in the nation.   
 
 

50 Hoops will hold up to 18  Events this year. This exciting year will include Workshops, Conferences,  Fun 
and Educational Health Fairs, Disease Video events, great LIVE interaction,  health-related “Movie 
Nights,”  Disease-related Monologues, and Video Clips with Nationally Renowned LEGENDS GUEST and 
Medical Speakers on our Topics.  Participants can listen or watch and participate on Zoom, Facebook Live 
or YouTube Live.  Most importantly, these events are rebroadcast as patient education videos at  other 
LEGENDS  patient events. 
 
50 Hoops™  LEGENDS are PREMIERING "The 10 Commandments for Recruiting African Americans Into 
Clinical Trials.” This is a  10-part segment “ How To”  post-event Diversity and Inclusion 
Segment.  Learning these “Commandments “ will help  our audiences better understand how many grass-
roots  communities are finding SOLUTIONS for accomplishing this critical problem in our medical and 
patient communities. This  year will further show the IMPACT or 50 Hoops’  Sustaining  our quarter-
century outreach. 

     INVOCATION 

 
 



JUNE 2022 LEGENDS LECTURE SERIES THEMES 
 

(CEDRICT) Coalition To Eliminate Disparities & Research Inclusion in Clinical Trials: 
CANCER and Diversity & Inclusion: African American Churches, Stakeholders, Teaching  discuss  Clinical 
Trials, Fears, Information or Mis-information  within the African American community’s Culture. Those who 
have IDEAS and SOLUTIONS  and how they are assisting their  communities in moving forward to create a 
Coalition to Eliminate Disparities and to educate their patients about  CANCER and Clinical Trials.  

 

LEGEND Ms. Valarie Worthy 

 
Valarie Worthy, Patient Navigator Manager, Duke Cancer Institute, Co-
Founder, TOUCH (African American women’s Breast Cancer Advocacy) 
 
Valarie Worthy’s Bio Valarie Clark Worthy, a registered nurse for over 40 years 
and a 23-year breast cancer survivor, is a Patient Navigator Manager at the 
Duke Cancer Institute. She manages teams to facilitate seamless care for 
cancer patients. In 2003, she along with five breast cancer survivors founded 
the local chapter of Sisters Network, Inc.; (Triangle NC.). Currently, Valarie is 
the co-founder of TOUCH, a nonprofit breast cancer advocacy organization for 
African American women. Valarie is very active in the community (River 
Durham) and her hometown church, ( New Ahoskie Baptist) raising awareness 
about cancer and clinical trials. Valarie received the American Cancer Society’s 

Lane Adams Quality of Life Award, which recognizes the unsung heroes of cancer care and are referred to 
as the “warm hand of service. 

 
When: Friday, Jun 24, 2022  4:30 PM (CT)/5:30 PM (ET)/ 2:30 PM (PT) 

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlcuGrqDspEtdAgLCcG701mUw76-BN-yPQ   

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 
 
For the first time, a new drug targeting a protein that drives breast cancer growth has been shown to work 
against tumors with very low levels of the protein. It’s not a cure. But this latest gain for targeted cancer therapy 
could open new treatment possibilities to thousands of patients with advanced breast cancer.  Hear  Doctors 
and Speakers discuss Breast, Prostate and Lung Cancer, the newest implications for screening and treatment 
options. What you should know about CANCER and the updates on Navigating  Summer 2022 with COVID-19  
and update on COVID Vaccinations. 

           
 

              
 

 



Ricki	co-founded	and	serves	as	CEO	of	TOUCH,	The	Black	Breast	Cancer	
Alliance	 

Ricki Farley is a Stage 3A Triple Negative Breast Cancer Survivor/Thriver. Ricki co-
founded and serves as CEO of TOUCH, The Black Breast Cancer Alliance, with the 
overall goal of reducing the mortality rate for Black women. She founded and serves 
as co-host for “The Doctor Is In,” a weekly live web series on the BlackDoctor.org 
Facebook page. She’s founding member of #BlackDataMatters, in partnership with 
Breastcancer.org, Morehouse School of Medicine and the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation. Ricki serves on the Board of Trustees for the Triple Negative Breast 
Cancer Foundation, board member for the Center for Healthcare Innovation; and 
Ambassador and Advisor for   the Live Humanly Campaign.		

 

Dr. Monique Gary is the Medical Director of Grand View Health (GVH)/Penn 
Cancer Network Cancer Program 

Dr. Gary serves as the Director of their NAPBC-accredited Breast Program; and 
founded and directs the Cancer Genetics and Risk Assessment Program at GVH. She 
holds Clinical Associate faculty positions in surgery at the Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Penn Medicine, and University of North Texas Health 
Sciences/Texas Christian University in Ft. Worth, TX. Her board memberships include 
American Society of Breast Surgeons, and Cancer Support Community of Greater 
Philadelphia. Dr. Gary earned both her M.Sc. in Molecular Biology and DO from 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine; completed a residency in general 

surgery at UMass/Berkshire Medical Center and a fellowship in Breast Surgical Oncology at MedStar 
Georgetown University Hospital.  

 
TOPIC: African Americans in Clinical Trials : Breast Cancer Triple Negative/ Cancer and Navigating into the 
SUMMER 2022 with COVID changes (vaccines, status of nation) 

 



LEGEND Ms. Cassandra Harris 
 
 

Ms. Cassandra Harris, MS, MCHES, Chair, National Black Leadership 
Initiative On Cancer,  partnering with MD Anderson 
  
Mrs. Harris has over 30 years of experience in planning health education 
and programs aimed at reducing the impact of cancer and other diseases 
in underserved and minority communities. Mrs. Harris is the Co-Chair of 
the National Black Leadership Initiative on Cancer II – Houston Coalition 
and has been a leader in local, state, national and international 
organizations.  Mrs. Harris is currently the Manager of Health Education 

at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Department of Health Disparities 
Research, where she is responsible for collaborating with health professionals and community 
partners to reduce cancer health disparities. 
 
Cassandra Harris joins Baylor College of Medicine in a video  “WIN-WIN,” a short reel about the 
importance of participating in clinical trials in the African American community, and possible 
solutions to kick-start trust and education.  
 

When: Thursday, Jun 30, 2022 12:00 PM (CT)/1:00 PM (ET)/ 10:00 AM (PT) 
Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RHNrTad7S9eigT_jeTvbyA 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Dr. Kaysia Ludford,  Assistant Professor of General Oncology, MD Anderson 
Cancer Center,  
 
Dr. Kaysia  Ludford is in the Division of Cancer Medicine, University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston Texas. She completed her Clinical 
Residency in Internal Medicine with Brigham and Women’s Hospital,  in 
Boston, and her Fellowship Residency, Medical Oncology/Hematology; The 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, Texas. Her 
institutional committee activities include, Health Disparities, Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee, Global Oncology Interest Group, and Partners in 
Health. She is the recipient of numerous awards including the AACR 

Gertrude B. Elion Cancer Research Award; Yale University Downs International Health Student Travel 
Fellowship, Phi Beta Academic Honor Society, Olive Lammert Prize for Excellence in Chemistry, and Sigma 
XI Scientific Research Society. Dr. Ludford is the co-author of extensive peer-reviewed articles related to 
cancer, HIV-related sexual risk behavior, and stem cell transplantion.  
 

Erika Pomares, LMSW       
 

Erika Pomares (LMSW), is a Social Worker with LLS Patient and Community 
Outreach Organization. Including the University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center Disparities and Community Outreach team, she has 
partnered with various educational programs for more than 15 years. Her 
outreach efforts focus on underserved and minority communities. She 
works on community outreach with family support groups, individual 
patients with specific needs, as well as manage educational sessions for 
cancer patients.  

 

        
 

    


