


This is a brief discussion of the ultimate “Spiritual Knowledge” and how it is related to the concept of “Representative of

Allah”. Why did the angels have to bow down to Adam? What is the source of ultimate knowledge (spiritual and

worldly)? Does Allah (SWT) che@se whom to give the Knowledge & Wisdom to? What’s the relationship of “closeness to
Allah” with spiritual Knowledge? What e concept of beingpurified by Allah (SWT)?

Who are the 3 entities that must be obeyed"ageordi *,"Egé Qur’an?
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What is the concept of the “Imam” (mentioned in the Holy Qur’an) and what are the attributes of an Imam?
Can an Imam be an oppressor?/)Nha.t.is,the mission of an Imam? After Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), who'is chosen by

Allah (SWT) to implement Islam, to lead the comrﬁUnity, and guard the Holy Qur’an? Why?

This is not a comprehensive discussion of the subject, and it doesn’t list thousands of related Hadith (narrations). It is

just something to ponder.



Pages 5-8 present some verses about Prophet Adam (PBUH) - “Representative of Allah” (‘Ms )

Allah (SWT) gave Prophet Adam (PBUH) the knowledge and chose him as His Representative (49-\3; ) on Earth
Pages 9-21 are examples of those (including children) whom Allah (SWT) has chosen and given Knowledge and Wisdom.
Page 23 - Meaning of the word “Imam”

Pages 24-25 - Necessity of having an Imam

Page 26 - Differences between a prophet, messenger, and Imam

Page 27 - Oppressors, wrong doers, evil doers, and sinners are not qualified to lead

Page 28 - Those who possess the Holy Qur’an

Pages 29-32 - Purification of soul by Allah (SWT)

Pages 33-35 - The event of Mubahila

Pages 36-38 - Appointing an Imam by Allah (SWT)

Pages 39-41 - obey the prophet, and those entrusted with authority among you (Imams)

Pages 42-43 - The best role model



Page 44 - Chosen only by Allah (SWT)

Page 45 - Your only Guardian

Page 46 - A Clear Book

Page 47 - Requirements for being an Imam

Page 48 - Paying Zakat while bowing down

Page 49 - Delivery of Sura 9

Page 50 - Special Trust offered by Allah (SWT)

Page 51 — Willing to sacrifice his life for the prophet
Pages 52-53 - Deliver this verse immediately!

Page 54 - Giving away charity

Page 55-57 - Follows him a witness from Allah (SWT)
Page 58 - The prophet speaking highly of Ali

Pages 59-60 - Feeding the poor while fasting

Page 61 - Dashing into the midst of the enemy

Page 62 - Leader of the Pious

Page 63 - Noah's Ark

Page 64 —Ali & Ismail are willing to be sacrificed
Pages 65-66 - Battle of Khandagh

Pages 67-69 — Knowledge of the Unseen

Page 70 — Brief early history

Page 71 - Who is your Imam now?

Page 72 - A few hadith



Representative of Allah on Earth

The following portrays the story of the 1t “Representative of Allah”. This is not a translation of verses. The verse numbers

are listed only as reference.

1. Allah (SWT) created the Earth for humans millions of years before he created them, so we were ending up on this

planet one way or another regardless of eating the forbidden fruit! (2:29)
Allah (SWT) created the Jinns (invisible creatures) from smokeless fire (long before humans) (15:27)
The Jinns had worshipped Allah (SWT) for thousands of years before Adam (2:30)

Allah (SWT) informed the Jinns that He was going to create a new creature to be His representative on Earth (2:30)

A e

The Jinns asked if the new creature will do mischief and shed blood (based on their past observations). Allah (SWT)

told them that He knew something that they didn’t know. He also knew what they hid (2:30)

6. Allah (SWT) created Adam from wet clay (earthly elements) with the best proportions and finally He blew into him a
unique spirit to create a brand-new creature (32:9)

7. He taught Adam the “Names” of all things (nature of things) (2:31)

8. He asked the Jinns to describe the “Names” and they could not (2:32)

9. Adam was able to describe the “Names” (2:33)



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

He commanded the Jinns to bow down to Adam in respect. They all did except Satan. 2:35

Allah (SWT) asked Satan why he didn’t obey His Command. 7:12

Satan responded: “1I’'m better than him because I’'m from smokeless fire and he is from clay ” (arrogance) 7:12

Allah (SWT) told Satan that he was the meanest of creatures and commanded him to leave. 7:13

Satan asked for respite until the Judgement Day. 7:14

Allah (SWT) gave him respite and said that he was cursed until the Judgement Day. 15:36

Satan said because You have cursed me, | will do my best to mislead humans. 7:16-17

Allah (SWT) told Iblis: “Get out from this place, disgraced and expelled. If any of them follow you; | will fill the Hell with you all.
7:18

He told Iblis: “You have no authority over my worshippers except those who put themselves in the wrong and follow you”.
15:41-42

He told Adam and his wife to live in the garden, don’t worry about the cold or heat, enjoy everything, and eat whatever you
want except do not approach this tree because it will harm your soul. 2:35, 20:118-119

He told Adam: Satan is your enemy so don’t let him trick you and get you out of the garden. 20:117



21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Satan began whispering to Adam and his wife. 7:120

Satan told them “Do you want me to show you a tree that gives you eternal life”? 20:120

Satan told them: Allah (SWT) doesn’t want you to become like angels and live forever, so He doesn’t want you to eat from this tree.
7:20

Satan swore to them that he was an honest advisor. 7:21

Finally, he seduced them and made them slip by eating the fruit; and they became shameful of what they had done. 7:22, 2:36
Allah (SWT) had taken an oath from Adam previously, but Adam forgot. 20:115

Adam and Eve repented and said that: “we have wronged ourselves and if You don’t forgive us, we will be lost”. 7:23

Then Adam learned from Allah (SWT) words of inspiration and guidance and Allah forgave them. 7:37

Allah (SWT) told them that the Earth will be their place to live, and His guidance will come to them. 7:24

Adam began the responsibility of being the “Representative of Allah” on Earth.



The above events show that the knowledge of the “Representative of Allah” is greater than the angels. After Prophet Adam (PBUH), the

responsibility of being the “Representative of Allah” and guiding the world was given to other prophéts and imams.

It is inconceivable for Allah (SWT) to promise that His Guidance will reach humans (7:24) without having a Representative on Earth to
deliver and implement it. Let us delve into the requirements for being chosen by Allah (SWT) as His Representative. What does the Holy
Qur’an say about the imams? Can anyone be a Representative of Allah (SWT)? Who was appointed by Allah (SWT) to be the guide and
role model after Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)? Is this matter so insignificant that Allah (SWT) would leave it to ordinary people to
decide for themselves? Wouldn’t the future of Islam hinge on this pivotal issue? Can ordinary people, with their limited understanding
of the Holy Qur’an and the impurities of their souls driven by worldly desires, be trusted to decide who would lead the community and

implement Islam after the prophet?

A true Representative of Allah, whether a prophet or an imam, must embody sinlessness throughout his entire life, possess
unparalleled knowledge, and live 100% in accordance with Allah’s Commands, serving as a beacon of righteousness and a model for

humanity.






Allah (SWT) is the Source of all Knowledge!

In the following pages (10-21), we examine some verses about how
Allah (SWT) gifts Knowledge and Wisdom to His chosen individuals. He is ultimate source of Knowledge (spiritually and worldly).

...and they encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills... 2:255
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And He (Allah) taught Adam all the names; then He placed them before the angels, and said:
"Tell me the nature of these if you are right." 2:31

ale gecd J8 A5 0 aQakaig af 165 ..
...... And fear Allah. And Allah teaches you. And Allah is Knowing of all things. 2:282
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He Who taught (the use of) the pen. Taught man that which he did not know 96:4-5
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And Abraham his sound judgement before, and We were of him well-Knowing 21:51
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"O my father! to me has come knowledge which has not reached you: so follow me: | will guide you to a way that is
even and straight. 19:43

- \/{ éﬁw&”i 13‘ J&oz y/ “;G
aale aley S0 U J5 5

They said: "Fear not! We give you glad tidings of a son endowed with wisdom." 15:53
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[And when he saw that the guests would not eat,] he became apprehensive of them; [but] they said, “Fear not” - and
gave him the glad tiding of [the birth of] who would be endowed with deep knowledge. 51:28
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And on him Isaac and, as an additional gift, (a grandson), Jacob, and
righteous men of everyone (of them) 21:72
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And (men) , and We sent them inspiration to do good

deeds, to establish reqular prayers, and to practice reqular charity;
and they constantly worshipped Us (and Us only) 21:73
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And to Lut, too, Judgment and Knowledge, and We saved him from the town which practiced

abominations: truly they were a people given to Evil, a rebellious people 21:74
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By Allah's will they routed them; and David slew Goliath; and him power and wisdom and taught him whatever (else) He
willed. And did not Allah Check one set of people by means of another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief: But Allah is full of
bounty to all the worlds. 2:251
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(To his son came the command): "O Yahya! take hold of the Book with might": and We gave him Wisdom even as a youth 19:12
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And piety as from Us, and purity: He was devout 19:13
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And kind to his parents, and he was not overbearing or rebellious 19:14
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He said: "No, | am only a messenger from your Lord, (to announce) to you the gift of a pure and holy son. 19:19

But she pointed to the babe. They said: "How can we talk to one who is a in the cradle?” 19:29
Gs LT e & M ) ()
He (baby) said: "I am indeed a worshipper of Allah given me revelation and me a prophet; 19:30
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"And blessed wheresoever | be, and has enjoined on me Prayer and Charity as long as | live; 19:31

Gl 15l aleds aly 3 155

kind to my mother, and not overbearing or miserable; 19:32
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Then will Allah say: "O Jesus the son of Mary! Recount My favor to you and to your mother. Behold! with the holy spirit,
so that you and in maturity. Behold! | taught you the Book and Wisdom, the Law and the Gospel and
behold! you made out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, by My leave, and you breathed into it and it became a bird by My leave, and
you healed those born blind, and the lepers, by My leave. And behold! you brought forth the dead by My leave. And behold!
| restrained the Children of Israel from (violence to) you when you showed them the clear Signs, and the unbelievers among them said:

'This is nothing but evident magic.' 5:110
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Behold! the angels said: "O Mary! and purified you- above the women of all nations. 3:42
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To Solomon the (right) understanding of the matter: to each (of them) Judgment and Knowledge; it was Our power that
made the hills, and the birds celebrate Our praises, with David: it was We Who did (all these things) 21:79
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It was taught him the making of coats of mail for your benefit, to guard you from each other's violence:

will you then be grateful? 21:80
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"O my Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me some power, and taught me something of the interpretation of dreams and events,- O You

Creator of the heavens and the earth! You are my Protector in this world and in the Hereafter. Take You my soul (at death) as one submitting
to Your will (as a Muslim) and unite me with the righteous.” 12:101
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And they found a worshipper from among Our worshippers to whom we had given mercy from us and
had taught him from Us a [certain] knowledge. 18:65
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Moses said to him, "May | follow you ( ) on that you teach me from what you have been taught of sound judgement?” 18:66
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to whom We please: but over all endued with knowledge is one, the All-Knowing. 12:76
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High above all is Allah, the King, the Truth! (O Muhammad) Be not in haste with the Qur'an before
its revelation to you is completed, but say, "O my Lord! advance me in knowledge.” 20:114
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And that those on whom knowledge may learn that the (Qur'an) is the Truth from your Lord, and that they may believe
therein, and their hearts may be made humbly (open) to it: for verily Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the Straight Way. 22:54
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(in the past) knowledge to David and Solomon: And they both said: "Praise be to Allah, Who has
favored us above many of his servants who believe!”“ 27:15
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And Solomon was David's heir. He said: "O ye people! We have been taught the speech of birds,
and on us has been bestowed (a little) of all things: this is indeed Grace manifest (from Allah.)” 27:16
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Said one who had knowledge of the Book: "l will bring it to you within the twinkling of an eye!" Then when (Solomon) saw it placed firmly
before him, he said: "This is by the Grace of my Lord!- to test me whether | am grateful or ungrateful! and if any is grateful, truly his gratitude
is (a gain) for his own soul; but if any is ungrateful, truly my Lord is Free of all Needs, Supreme in Honor ! 27:40
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When he (Moses) reached full age, and was firmly established (in life),
on him wisdom and knowledge: for thus do We reward those who do good 28:14
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Is one who worships devoutly during the hour of the night prostrating himself or standing (in adoration), who takes heed of the Hereafter,
and who places his hope in the Mercy of his Lord - (like one who does not)?
Say: "Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know?
Only they will remember [who are] people of understanding. 39:9



s 34l s e
He (Muhammad) was taught by one Mighty in Power (Archangel Gabriel), 53:5

Sl adde Gyl I8 Gl oill Jde
It is taught the Qur’an. He has created man. taught him speech (and intelligence). 55:2-4
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O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for
you. And when you are told, "Arise," then arise; Allah will raise those who have believed among you and those who were
. And Allah is Acquainted with what you do 58:11

asall B sl 5h ) a) Azl e 1071 515 Aty oh o) ad) 40 a6 s

There is no god but He: That is the witness of Allah, His angels, and those endued with knowledge, standing firm on justice.
There is no god but He, the Exalted in Power, the Wise. 3:18
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Then on the Day of Resurrection He will disgrace them and say, "Where are My 'partners' for whom you used to oppose [the believers]?"
Those who were given knowledge will say, "Indeed disgrace, this Day, and evil are upon the disbelievers" 16:27
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But those firm in knowledge among them, and the believers believe in what has been revealed to you,
[0 Muhammad], and what was revealed before you. And the establishers of prayer [especially] and the givers of Zakah and
the believers in Allah and the Last Day - those We will give a great reward. 4:162
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Rather, the Qur'an is distinct verses [preserved] within the breasts of those who have been given knowledge.
And none reject Our verses except the wrongdoers. 29:49
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It is He who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad], the Book; in it are verses [that are] precise - they are the foundation of the Book - and others unspecific. As for
those in whose hearts is deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is unspecific, seeking discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable to them]. And
no one knows its [true] interpretation except Allah . But those firm in knowledge say, "We believe in it. All [of it] is from our Lord."

And no one will be reminded except those of understanding. 3:7



Knowledge - Conclusion

1. Allah (SWT) is the source of all Knowledge

2. Adam’s Knowledge was what raised him above the angels

3. Allah (SWT) gives the ultimate firm Knowledge to whomever He chooses! To those who show patience, kindness, firmness,
true in words and deeds, worship devoutly, spend in the way of Allah, desire justice, pray for forgiveness in the early hours of
morning, completely submit to the Will of Allah,...

4. Allah (SWT) gives the Knowledge in degrees regardless of the age

5. Those who receive the knowledge arrogant, ignorant, or greedy

6. Knowledge of the Holy Qur’an, His Attributes, nature of things, etc are all taught by Allah (SWT)

7. Allah (SWT) gives the Authority only to a pure person to lead and teach others as a role model

8. People who are given the “Knowledge” oppressors to themselves, others, and Allah (SWT)

9. A person with the knowledge is not equal to the one without the knowledge

10. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: | am the City of Knowledgeand Aliis its Gate
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M eani.ngs of the word “Imam”.’ ol

-Someone or somethlng thatisin. the front and- Ieads :

. The Ieade‘r in the front who Ieads the people towards Allah (S WT)

;The tool that is used to ensure E wa]l is built perpendlcular strong, and stralght

Imam teaches and Jmplements the rel/glon correctly and on the stra/ght path He keeps the rel/g/on S bu:ldlng strong

‘4 .and on the r/ght path ’(M* LJ.A\)' _"_‘ g

\

S

'The orlglnal document or the flrstone is calred Imam For example the ongmal Qur anin the maSJId AI Nab| was caIIed '

(e ) and people used to copy from it. lmam IS the ent/re Wor/d s:role n10del perfett pattern to- copy from h/s '

: teach/ngs and /lfe pattern: must be copled A pure Representat/ve of Allah Who has comp/ete/y submltted to H/s erl

The one who fu//y understands the Attrlbutes of Allah. (SWT)

The expressways and major roads e're called Imam‘.(also used in the 'Otu'r"an), '

‘The main expressway, the biggest and safest road towards Allah (SWT)! ..



Allah (SWT) bestowed the esteemed position of Imam (guide, leader, or"spiritual role model) upon Prophet Ibraham (PBUH) after he had completed the
construction ‘of Kaaba and successfully endured numerous trials thrdughout his life. Similarly, following the mission of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Allah
(SWT) entrusted the guidahce of the ummah {Muslim comm‘uﬁity) to Imam Al (AS). It is neither logical nor consistent with divine Wisdom for Allah (SWT)
to leave such a monumental responsibility to human diécretion A spiritual leader, unless purified by Allah (SWT), cannot enysure every decision aligns
fIawIesst with the Divine Commandments. The roIe of guiding humamty and implementing the religion requwes a figure who is divinely appointed, free of

sins, with absolute knowledge of the Holy Qur’an; and in full control of his desires—much like the prophets.

An Imam must be a person purified by Allah (SWT) and endowed with unparalleled knowledge directly from Him. This knowledge surpasses that of anyone
else in the world. Due to the‘Imams’ closeness to Allah (SWT), they rémain free from greed, arrogance, and.other worldly inclinations. Their moral and

spiritual integrity equips them to fulfill their sacred duty without deviation. They not only understand the Holy Qur’an but also live it.

After-the passing of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Islamic history.reveals the failure of the first three caliphs to adhere strictly to.Islamic principles
mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and the prophet’s teachings. Subsequently, the corrupt Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties undermined the true.essence of

Islam and persecuted the divinely chosen Imams. These events illustrate the.necessity of divinely guided leadership:

In the following discussion, we will examine a few-verses that highlight the attributes of an.lmam. Furthermore, there exist thousands of authentic hadiths
(narrations) pointing to the succession of the twelve pure Imams after the Prophet (PBUH). Their lives and teachings uhmistakably demonstrate the

extraordinary knowledge and wisdom granted to them by Allah (SWT). -



We (Allah) sald "Get you down all from here; and if, as is sure, there comes to you Gurdance from me whosoever
follows. My gurdance on them shall be no fear nor shall they gr/eve =2 38

COOA A Vg agle Casa DA (ol A (ba8 (508 (o aSly Lle Laans Lgie | slasa) Uil
' The above vérse relates to the time when Adam and Eve were sent to live on Earth.

Prophet Noah 5000 years ago |
Prophet Abraham 4000 years ago’
Prophet Moses - 3500 years ago i ‘
ProphetJesus—ZOOO years ago Ry
Prophet I\/Iuhammad 1400 years ago AR '

The above verse states that AIIah s Gmdance will I y come Who s smless and chosen by AIIah

(SWT) to Iead the people with the True Knowledge and Wlsdom when the prophets are not among us?'



Difference between : Prophet, M es‘senger,z and-Imam

A ”Nabi” ( @.d\ ) is a prophet of Allah (SWT) who recelves |nsp|rat|ons from AIIah (SWT) but is not -

respon5|ble for advertlsmg them to others

A ”Rasul” ( d}H‘J ) is a messenger who recelves |nsp|rat|ons and messages from INET (SWT) and he

“ advertlses transfers reIates them preC|ser to others A RasuI” may.or not be an Imam

“An “Imam” ( okl ).is respon5|b|e for |mpI-ement|ng the rellglon and Ieadlng the people W|th his :

knowledge and pattern of I|fe An ”Imam may/may not be a “Rasul”. "



Three categor.fies of “oppt 5S0rs” (el : | are mentioned in.the'Hon Qur’an:

1.. A person who oppresses hlmself (body, souI) - Drlnklng aIcohoI using drugs smoklng, eating Haram
and domg forbldden thlngs ~ gl : ,

2. A person Who hurts other people anlmals and enwronment —Treatlng and/or hurting others
based on greed/JeaIousy/lgnorance/arrogance hot belng kmd to others ' '

Sl person who doesn t: belleve in AIIah prophets and the Judgement: Day He doesn’t
follow the Command of Allah and he is on the wrong path In fact he is oppressmg his own soul.



Those who possess the Holy Qur’an
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hom We granted inspiration: if you realize this not, ask of those who possess
| We have sent down unto you (also) the Message (Qur’an); that you may
hem, and that they may give thought 16:43-44

And before you also the apostles We sent were but men, to
the Message. (We sent them) with Clear Signs and Scripture
explain clearly to men what is sent.

&y s TR 5 H&N W GAS 1)
Indeed, it is We who sent down the-Qt "'an and indeed, We will be its guardian. 15:9

The ones who possess the Message (Knowledge of the ijloiy Qur’an - )Sﬂ\ Jﬁ) are the Holy Prophet and Imams. They are
the true Keepers of the Book and Knowledge. They-prevent misinterpretation of the Holy Qur’an and implement it
correctly. -



Purification of soul by Allah (SWT) ( 13k )

_There are many examples of individuals who were purlfled by AIIah (SWT) These |nd|V|duaIs are so |nt|mately connected to
Allah (SWT) that they have not commltted nor will they ever commlt any sm Thelr state of Ismah (infallibility) is a

testament to their divine appomtment ensurlng the|r every actlon and deC|5|on ahgns perfectly with the Commands of

Allah (SWT). The|r thoughts and actions are all in accordance with H|s Comman_, [hey have completely submitted
themselves to the Will of Allah (SWT) and consegu_ently,- He has given them the True Knowledge & Wisdom and made

them the beacons of Light for us.

The holy Imams after Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) are the purified leaders. '(i;he purification of the Prophet and his two
grand children (Hassan and Hussain), his daughter Fatemeh, and Ali is clearly stated in Verse 33:33 and confirmed by the

event of Mubahila (slide 33).
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Say, "Shall I inform you of [something] better than that? For those Who fear Allah will be gardens in the

presence of their Lord beneath which rivers flow wherein they abide eternally, and pur/f/ed spouses
- and approval from A/lah And Allah is Seeing of [H/s] servants 3:15 (also 2:25, 4:57)
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Behold! the angels said: "O Mdry! Allah has chosen you and purified you- chosen you dboye the women of all nations. 3:42
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[Mention] when Allah said, "O Jesus, indeed | will take you and raise you to Myself and purify you from those who disbelieve and make

those who follow you [in submission to Allah alone] superior to those who disbelieve until the Day of Resurrection. Then to Me is your
return, and | will judge between you concerning that in which you used to differ 3:55
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Do not stand [for prayer] within it - ever. A mosque founded on righteousness from the first day is more worthy for you to
stand in. Within it are men who love to purify themselves; and Allah loves those who purify themselves 9:108
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In Book well-guarded, none touch it except the purified, a revelation from the Lord of the worlds 56:78-80
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(It is) in Books held (greatly) in honor, exalted and purified, [carried] by the hands of messenger-angels 80:13-15
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A messenger from Allah , reciting purified scriptures 98:2
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And abide in your houses and do not display yourselves as [was] the display of the former times of ignorance. And establish

prayer and give zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah intends‘ only to remove from you the impurity,

, and to completely purify you with [extensive] purification 33:33

“O Allah! These constitute

my progeny! Keep them away from every kind of impurity, purified with perfect purification”



The Event of Mubahila

The historic event of Mubahila took place in 10 A.H. against the Christians of Najran. Sixty Christians with their chief
priest (Abdul Masih) came to Medina to discuss the personality of Jesus. The holy prophet told them that Prophet
Jesus (PBUH) was a human being created by God and not God Himself. Then they asked as to who the father of Jesus

was. In reply to this question, the following verse was revealed:
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In fact, the example of Jesus with God is similar to that of Adam; He created him from dust,

then said to him, “Be,” and there he came into being immediately. 3:62

When the Christians didn’t agree to any amount of reasoning, the following verse was revealed calling the. Christians
to “Mubahila”. It is a spiritual event invoking the curse of God upon the liar. The Christians agreed and wanted to do

the Mubabhila the next day.
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So, whoever disputes with you on this issue after the knowledge that has come to you, say, “Come, let us call
our sons and your sons, and our women and your women, and our souls and your souls,

and let us invoke God'’s curse on each other and place God’s curse on the liars.” 3:61

Note that “wives” (&éj) is not included in the verse!



At the appearance of these holy souls with the halo of the divine light radiating from their faces, the chief monk exclaimed: “By God,
| see the faces which if they pray to God for mountains to move from their places, the mountains will immediately move”. He asked
who these people were. He was informed who the prophet’s household were. He then turned towards the Christian crowd and
said: “O believers in Jesus of Nazareth, | will tell you the truth that should you fail to enter into some agreement with Muhammad
and if these godly souls whom Muhammad has brought with him curse you, you will be wiped out of existence to the last day of the
life of the Earth”. Every one of the Christians had also witnessed the halo of the divine light around the holy faces. They beseeched
the holy prophet to give up the Mubahila and requested for themselves to be allowed to continue in their faith — offering to pay

“Jazya” (Protection Tax).

* The event unquestionably establishes the truth about the spiritual purity and the holiness of the

* It proves beyond all doubts as to

 The seriousness and the solemnity of the occasion . We already know from 33:33 that the prophet’s

household were purified by Allah (SWT).



Appointing an Imam
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And remember that Abraham was tested by his Lord with certain commands, which he fulfilled: Allah said:

"I will make you an Imam “ Abraham pleaded: "And also (Imams) from my offspring!" Allah answered: "But My
S 2:124
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Indeed, Abraham was a [comprehensive] leader, devoutly obedient to Allah, inclining toward truth,
and he was not of those who associate others with Allah. 16:120
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And We made them leaders, guiding (men) by Our Command, and to do good deeds, to establish
reqgular prayers, and to practice reqular charity; and they constantly worshipped Us (and Us only) 21:73
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And before it was the scripture of Moses to lead (Imam) and . And this is a confirming Book in an Arabic

tongue to warn those who have wronged and as good tidings to the doers of good 46:12
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And We want to favor those who were considered to be weak on the earth with blessings and to make them
leaders of people, and to make them the inheritors of the earth 28:5

Note: This is one of many verses pointing to the future appearance and victory of Imam Mehdi (AS)

O o WG ) ilS 51 5 hia Wl G5 420 2gie Ulaa g
And We appointed, from among them, , giving guidance ’

so long as they persevered with patience and continued to have faith in Our Signs. 32:24
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One day We shall call together a// human beings with their (respective) Imams: those who are given their record
in their right hand will read it (with pleasure), and they will not be dealt with unjustly in the least. 17:71
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And those who say, "Our Lord, grant us from among our wives and offspring comfort to our eyes and make us
leaders (Imam) for the righteous.” 25:74



Obey Allah, obey the prophet, and
those entrusted with authority among you (Imams)
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O you who believe! Obey Allah, the Messenger, and also those entrusted with authority among you (Imams).
If you differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if you do believe in Allah and the Last Day:
That is best, and most suitable for final determination 4:59
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When there comes to them some matter touching safety or fear, they divulge it. If they had only referred it to
the Viessenger, or to those entrusted with authority (Imam) among them, the proper investigators would have tested it from them (direct).
Were it not for the Grace and Mercy of Allah unto you, all but a few of you would have fallen into the clutches of Satan 4:83

Entrusted with authority - 52 sl
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O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey and also those charged with authority among you.
If you differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if you do believe in Allah and the Last Day:

That is best, and most suitable for final determination 4:59

Allah is commanding us to obey Him ( | gadal ) - the Holy Qur’an. The word “obey” ( | galal ) is used separately for Allah since He is above the next
two names in the verse. Next, it commands us to obey the prophet, and also “those charged with authority among you”. The word ( | gaalal ) is
mentioned in the verse for the 2" time both for the “prophet” and “those charged with authority among you”. It is basically saying that obeying the
“prophet” and “those charged with authority among you” are at the same importance, level, and priority. Who are ( )ﬁ\ ‘."Aj ) “those charged with
authority among you” that are at the same level as the prophet? According to the verse, they hold the same purity and knowledge as the prophet
because the verse groups them together and we must obey both the same way. Whoever they are, they can’t be ( »lb== ) “oppressor” in their entire
lives. Everything that they do must be according to the Holy Qur’an and the prophet’s teachings. Logically, those charged with authority among you

(&Y L._.Aji ) can ONLY be the pure Imams.

How is “Obeying” the above 3 entities done? “Obeying Allah (SWT)” is equal to obeying the Holy Qur’an. “Obeying the Messenger” is done by

following the prophet’s teachings. Obeying the last group (Imams) is done by believing in their leadership and following their teachings.



Best pattern and role model
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You certainly have a good examplein‘the Messenger of God;

for anyone who has hope in God and the Last Day and remembers God a lot. 33:21

“5 gl example, pattern, role model e
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scales

In this verse, one interpretation of the term "Scales — &\jg-siT" refers to the prophet and the pure Imams, who
embody the living Book and serve as exemplary role models. They demonstrate how to live with righteousness,
treat others with kindness, draw closer to Allah (SWT), and master self-discipline in controlling desires. Without

their guidance, many intricate aspects of faith would remain unclear.

For instance, the practical details of performing prayers, Hajj, and other acts of worship, though not explicitly
detailed in the Holy Qur’an, were taught and demonstrated by the Prophet. Allah (SWT) thereby illustrates that
the Holy Qur’an is not merely a theoretical text, but one whose principles are actively exemplified and practiced
by the Prophet and the Imams, serving as a source of practical and spiritual instruction for all. The above role

models are the ones with the most Knowledge and Wisdom, are pure, and possess the greatest faith.



Chosen only by Allah
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| have chosen you so listen to what is revealed 20:13
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And your Lord creates whatever He wishes, and He chooses. They have no choice. Glory be to God,

and He is exalted above what they associate with Him. 28:68
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And your Lord creates what He wills and chooses;

Exalted is Allah and high above what they associate with Him 28:68

chooses He is the one who chooses



Your only Gua rdian
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Behold, your only, guardians are A_I/ah, and His Apost/e, and thpse Whovhave believed: those that are constant'in prayer, and render the purifying
dues, béwing down in prayer: And whoever dccepts the guardianship of God and His Apostle and those who have believed,

he is from the Party of _Godf So, the Party of God are truly the ones, who are victorious! - 5:55-56

”Constanf in prayer” (high.es't degrees-of Piety). means being completely aware of AIIah 24/7 as if you are performing prayers.

* The third part of the above verse (in p|nk color) can only.refer to the pure Imams speC|aIIy Imam Ali (AS) who gave to the poor bowing down
.in prayer (see slide 47). - : i 7 :

The above verse points out to 3 entities as our Guadian and Protector, both in worldly and spiritual affairs. They are na,med :
together as a group-showing that they are equally important and point to the same path. For example, an oppressor or
someone who is not pure can not be logically part of the above.3™ entity. The 3" entity or group consists of pure Imams who
100% obey Allah (SWT) and the Messenger: They never deviate from it. They have never commltted any sins and will never do
- any wrong daings. They are representatlves of Allah (SWT) on.earth. fi

The last part of the verse (in green) is tellihg us that the true victory comes only by vaécepting this.guardianship. How is
“accepting this Guardianship” done? . It.is accomplished by obeying the above 3 entities, and by bellevmg in the prophet and
Imams, and following their teachings. :



Clear Book -
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Indeed, We give life to the dead, and We register what they have sent ahead, and the traces

they have left behih,_d. And We have kept an accoLmt of all things in a Clear Book. 36:12

The term “Clear Book” refers to-“ L sésa = od “ “The ultifhafe book that is with Allah (SWT). Ihterestvingly, there is'an inner_ meaning for the above term.
The Fifth Holy Imam Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Baquir (AS)'said that when this verse was revéaléd, Abu-Bakr and Umar.asked the prophet if the.above term
refers to Torah, Injeel, or Qur’an? The prophet answered “no” ana turning to Al'i ibn Abi Taleb, the Holy:Prophet said: “Verily this is the Imam in whom
God has contained the knowledge of everything”. Then addressing the peeple present there, he said “O.group of men, there is no branch of knowledge
which God didn’t bestow on me, and | conveyed that khowledge to Ali. Verily God has contained in me knowl__edée énd | have contained it in Ali”. ‘This

statement corroborates the renowned tradition of the Holy Prophet:

“l am the City of Kn'owledge and Ali is its Gate”



10.
11.
12.

13.

Requirements of holy Imams
Only Allah chooses a person to be-an Imam or leader (L) ).‘,
Imam is tested by Allah (SWT).
Becoming an Imam invoIves a promise, covenant, or agreernent ( Ls;é-?— ) with AIIah (SWT).

Imam is chosen by AIIah (SWT) to be His Representatlve & FHIES ) on Earth. Due to h|s knowledge the Imam-is above the angels .

.. Allah (SWT) has glfted h|m with. F|rm Knowledge Wlsdom and needed capabllltles (regardless of the age)

Imam is entrusted W|th authonty on’ Earth (by AIIah) f‘x’\ Q;\ |

The Imam has submitte'd completely to th.e WiII{ of Allah (SWT). He understands the ‘Att'ributes‘of Allah (SWT) better than others.

* Allah (SWT) has purified him; 155 &5k

Imam ha,s never been and wiI.I never be an opores'sor ( A‘-H\ ) - to himself, to others, or to Allah (SWT)...

The person who is the Gate to.th.e.'l-.IoIY Qur’an. I-te understands the Holy Qur’an a‘nd ‘can' implementj,i’t better than the rest of us.
He is respon.sible for implementing Isla'm on Earth. He Iives, judges, Ieads, and teaches acc'ording‘to the Holy Qur’an.

He is the ultimate role model and pattern for humanity, and the Light to foIIow. &

In the Judgement Day, each generation will follow their respected Imarns.



Paying Zakat while bowing down
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Behold, your only guardians are Allah, and His Apostle,
“~.._ and those who have believed: those that are constant in p{gy#.pnq render the purifying dues, bowing down in p/rgy(r.'

~ And whoever accepts the guardianship of God and His Apostle and those who have believed, .~

-
-

he is from the Party of God. So, the Party of God are truly the ones, who are victorious! 5:55-56

Almost all commentators report that the above verse was revealed about lmam Ali (AS). While .he was in prayer in the Holy Prophet’s mosque in Medina,

a man came to the mosque and appealed for some charity. None attended'to him and the poor man was about to go away dejected and disappointed. Ali

pointed his finger to him while he was in “Ruku” (bowing). The man took away the ring from Ali’s finger. While this was happening, the verse was

revealed to the prophet in his room. The verse clearly states that the Guardians of the believers are only Allah, the Holy Prophet, and Ali. Additionally,
the word ( eS-dJ ) in singular form is used for all 3 names. It means the Guardianship of all 3 names should be considered the same. The last part of the

verse states that people who accept this guardianship are members of the Party of God and will be victorious.



Delivery of Sura 9 to Mecca

Sura 9 was revealed in 9H — Last Sura in Madina (without Bismillah) — The 1t 40 verses were given to Abu-Bakr to take to Mecca and recite to the people
there. After Abu-Bakr had left Medina, archangel Gabriel appeared to the prophet saying that it was the Will of Allah that the matter of Holy Qur’an should
be conveyed either by the prophet himself or one who is of him. Prophet immediately called Ali and gave him the fastest camel named “Ghuzha” and

instructed him to reach Abu-Bakr, take away the verses from him, and deliver them to Mecca.

When Ali publicly read the verses in Mecca, people told him “O Ali, Convey this message to your cousin Muhammad that we have thrown the agreements
and treaties behind our backs and now there is no agreement between him and us excepting smiting with spears and striking with swords”. In this sura, the

infidels were given a respite of 4 months.

After Abu-Bakr returned to Madina, asked why the matter was taken away from him. The prophet replied that he did it at the Command of Allah that

apostolic mission of conveying the Message of Allah to people should be done either by himself personally or by one who was of him.

1- The one to convey the Holy Qur‘an could be either the prophet or someone who is of him.

2- It is not the choice of prophet Muhammad. It is only the Choice of Allah who conveys His Word.

3- The person who was not qualified (Abu-Bakr) to convey some verses of the Qur’an could not possibly be qualified to lead the Muslims.
4- Only Ali could act in place of the prophet.

5- Only those from the prophet family could act at his place not someone chosen by the people.
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Indeed, We presented the Trust to the heavens, and the earth, and the mountains, but they refused to bear it, and were
fearful of it, and the human being undertook to bear it. Indeed, he was very wrong and ignorant. 33:72

The above well know verse mentions something that Allah (SWT) offered as a Trust and only the “human being”
accepted that responsibility. There are 20 or more interpretations about what this Trust is. One of those is related to
the concept of “leadership of an Imam”. Being chosen as an Imam by Allah (SWT) involves a contract with Him covering
the responsibility of guiding and leading the people according to the Commands of Allah (i.e., Qur’an), and being a role
model in life controlling all worldly desires while living 100% according to the Holy Qur’an while being pure! This is the
Trust from Allah (SWT) so it must be protected from all harms at all costs. This Trust is reserved for someone whom
Allah (SWT) considers him trustworthy. One of the titles of Imam Ali (AS) is “dl &l meaning.someone who is

trustworthy in Allah’s view.
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“And there is someone from the people who sells his life to earn the pleasure of Allah.

And Allah is full of kindness to (His) devotees” 2:207

This verse was revealed-in-the-praise of Ali when he readily slept in the bed of the Holy Prophet. Archangel Gabriel
informed the prophet that the infidels had planned to kill him that night. The Holy Prophet asked Ali if he would be
willing to sleep in prophet’s bed in keeping the appearance of the house as normal as possible while being under the
watch of the enemies. Ali immediately put his forehead on the ground and thanked Allah for giving him this

opportunity. That was the night of Hijra.



Deliver this Message now!

Verse 5:67 (on the next page) was revealed near a place called Ghadeer-e-Khom between Mecca and Medina when Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and several thousands people were returning from hajj. It is called the Farewell Hajj because it was the prophet’s
last Hajj. The prophet immediately ordered halt to the marching caravan, called back those who had gone ahead and waited for those
who were coming behind. He ordered a pulpit to be erected using the seats from the camels. After mounting the pulpit, he delivered a

long sermon and demanded acknowledgement from the huge audience.

He asked the crowd if he had delivered the Commands of Allah and its practice enumerating them one by one. The crowd answered,
“Yes, we do acknowledge...”. At last, he asked: “Am | not superior or the master of the believers more than their own selves?”. People

answered, “Certainly O’ Apostle of God”. Again, he asked the question and people answered it again.

He then called Ali to mount the pulpit, raised Ali and declared: “To whomsoever | am the “Maula” (Master), this Ali is his Maula
(Master). Then he prayed: “O’ Allah, Be You a friend to him who is a friend of Ali. Be you an enemy to him who is an enemy of Ali, help
the one who helps him, forsake the one who forsakes him”. As the prophet completed this declaration, verse 5:3 was revealed stating

that Allah completed His favor. See the next 2 pages.
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(O’ Muhammad) Deliver you what has been sent down unto you from your Lord; and if you do not, then it will be as if you have not
delivered His Message; and surely God will protect you from the mischief of men; verily God doesn’t guide an infidel people 5:67

1st part of the verse - What was so important that Allah commanded the prophet to deliver the message? The urgency shows that it must be something new that the

prophet had not said previously! This was so important that the prophet immediately ordered the caravan to stop and deliver the sermon in the hot desert instead of waiting until

arriving in Medina. Logically, it can’t be anything that the prophet had previously said during his life.

2nd part of the verse - It is so important and critical that if he doesn’t deliver it then it would be as if he didn’t deliver the entire Qur'an! Therefore, it must be something new that

had not been said previously. What is it that if he doesn’t say it then it is as if he hasn’t completed his mission? What can be more important than informing the people who the
“Representative of Allah” ( FHE ) would be after him? For 23 years, the prophet had asked people to follow the Holy Qur’an and his way of life. Those two things are not anything

new so they can’t be what this verse is talking about.

3rd part of the verse - Allah (SWT) is telling the prophet not to worry about how people would react and do mischief because He will protect the prophet. Therefore, Allah knows

that some people will do mischief after hearing the news! Surely, the prophet already knew that some people would not like the appointment of Ali as his successor. How would the

ignorant and jealous people accept someone young as their leader? How people’s desires for power and money would play into this?

Last part of the verse — Allah (SWT) doesn’t guide those people who don’t believe and don’t follow Allah, the prophet, and the Imam. Note Verse 4:59 (pages 38-39) about “obeying”.

Therefore, Allah is giving a warning that some people will not follow, and consequently He will not Guide them.
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....... This day | have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you,
and have chosen for you Islam as your religion...... 5:3

Descending from the pulpit, the prophet ordered everyone to pay his “Baiyat” or homage, or allegiance to Ali. The 1°t one to pay the
“Baiyat” was Omar ibn Khatab who later became the 2" Khalif. He said to Ali: “O’ son of Abu Taleb, you have now become my Maula
(Master) and the Master of every faithful man and woman”. Hearing the Omar’s word, the prophet ordered Omar not refer to Ali as

“son of Abu Talib” but as the

“Amir-ul-Momineen” (Commander of the Faithful)



Giving away 4 Dinars
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Those who spend their wealth charitably by night and day, privately and publicly,
will have their reward with their Lord, and they have nothing to fear, nor shall they grieve. 2:274

It is an accepted fact by both Shia and Sunni schools that the above verse was revealed in praise of Ali. The holy prophet
said that the above verse was revealed in praise of Ali since he parted with the 4 dinars that he possessed in the world,
one at night, one by day, one secretly, and one openly. When the prophet asked him why he parted with whatever he

had, Ali responded:

“To please Allah, | had nothing more than this and | will be fully satisfied if He accepts it”



Follows him a witness from Allah
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Is he not rightful who stands on a clear proof from his Lord, and a witness follows him,
and also before him the Book of Moses has been a guide and a mercy? Those who pursue the truth believe in him and whoever
disbelieves in it from among the opposing factions, the Fire is his meeting point. So have no doubt about the Quran as it is the truth from

your Lord, but most people do not believe. 11:17

During a sermon by Imam Ali (AS), a man stood up and asked: “What verse was revealed about you?”. The Imam replied: “Did you not
recite in the Holy Qur’an?” (then he recited the above verse). He explained that “clear proof” ( 4% ) is the prophet and “witness from

himself” is meant myself (Ali). Amazingly, means from the prophet’s kin.



This verse mentions three distinct things. The first is the prophet’s complete knowledge and mastery of the Holy Qur’an
(a divine text unparalleled in its guidance and eloguence). The second proof is a "Witness" who accompanies and follows
the Prophet, originating from his own kin. The third proof lies in the sacred scriptures of Christians and Jews, validating

his mission.

Imam Ali (AS), raised by the prophet from the tender age of five, embodies the role of the Witness with remarkable
precision. The prophet personally nurtured Ali, ensuring his growth in both knowledge and character. Ali was not only
fed by the Prophet's hand but also kept close at all times, learning from him and witnessing the divine revelations

firsthand. It is recorded that whenever the Prophet received revelations, Ali could see and hear them as well.

The prophet once addressed Ali, saying, "You hear what | hear, and you see what | see. The only distinction is that | am a
prophet, and you are not. Your relationship with me is akin to Aaron's relationship with Moses." With such proximity to
the prophet and divine wisdom, who could be more qualified than Ali to attest to the authenticity of the prophet's

mission?



Imam Ali’s (AS) upbringing was personally overseen by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), shaping his personality and
character through profound teachings and guidance. From an early age, Ali absorbed the prophet’s wisdom and virtues,
becoming a direct reflection of his noble role model. His submission to the Will of Allah (SWT) was complete, and his life

demonstrated unwavering commitment to divine principles.

Ali’s unparalleled faith was repeatedly tested during the prophet’s lifetime and afterward, yet he emerged each time
with stronger resolve and clarity of purpose. Through the prophet, Ali gained a deep understanding of the Holy Qur’an, a

knowledge that is vividly reflected in his sermons—powerful testaments to his eloquence, insight, and mastery.

Ali’s leadership was firmly rooted in the teachings of the Holy Qur’an and the wisdom imparted by the prophet. His views
on the temporal nature of this world and the eternal significance of the Hereafter resonate with spiritual depth, proving
his authenticity as the true Leader of the Pious. He was from the prophet’s kin and household, and he was purified by

Allah (SWT) as it is mentioned in Verse 33:33.



The prophet speaking highly of Ali
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Indeed, your Lord knows best about the one who_has strayed from His path, and
He knows best about the state of those who-are guided. 68:7

When the Quraish found the Holy Prophet always speaking high of Ali, they taunted by saying that he has gone mad in his love for Ali.

Once the prophet was in a gathering when a man asked him about the personal excellence of Ali. The prophet replied:

* Aliibn Abi Taleb is foremost in Islam among you, and none else before him, was blessed with the degree in faith.
* The degree of faith of Ali is greater than all of you.

* His patience is always triumphant against you all.

* His anger in the matters of faith is more justified than all of you.

* His knowledge is of my knowledge — | have vested in him all the secrets of the faith.

* | have entrusted to him all the matters of the faith.

* Heis my Khalif on the Earth and the Commander of the Believers.

When the prophet reached the above point in his conversation, the hypocrites murmured that “his love for Ali has maddened him. He has

not spared anything from giving away to Ali”. At this point, the above verse and the next two were revealed in response to the hypocrites.



Feeding the poor while fasting
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They perform (their) vows, and they fear a Day whose evil flies far and wide 76:7
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And they feed, for the love of Allah, the indigent, the orphan, andthe captive 76:8

All scholars are unanimous that these verses and even the whole chapter is in praise of Ahlul-Bait (household of the prophet). Once Hasan
and Hussain the two grandsons of the prophet were ill, and the prophet went to his daughter’s house to enquire about their health and
suggested to Ali to make a vow of fast for 3 days at the recovery of the children. As the children recovered, Ali, Fatema, Hasan and Hussain

fasted.



Fatema prepared 5 loaves of oats and just when they sat to eat, a man cried at the door for some food saying: “O’ people of the house of
the prophet of Allah, | am a poor man, feed me”. Ali, Fatema, Hasan, Hussain, and Fizza (maid) gave their shares. All the holy ones broke

their fast with water and slept without any food.

2
N

Next day, Fatema prepared 5 loaves again. As they sat to break their fast, a man cried at the door: “O’ people of the house of the prophet
of Allah, I am an orphan, hungry, with nothing to eat, feed me”. Again, they gave away their loaves again, drank some water and slept

without any food.

The next day was their 3 day of fast and in the evening just as they sat to eat, a man cried: “O’ people of the house of the prophet of Allah,
I am a helpless captive, feed me”. The holy ones did the same thing as they did the previous two nights and broke the fast with water.
Hasan and Hussain were shivering with hunger. Ali took them to the holy prophet. The holy prophet hearing from Ali about the fasting for
three days consecutively went along with them to Fatema’s house. Fatema was in prayer. The prophet prayed to Allah. The archangel
Gabriel appeared and conveyed the blessings of Allah revealing this sura in praise of the prophet’s household, along with a bow! with some
heavenly food.
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And they feed, for the love of Allah, the indigent, the orphan, and the captive 76:8



Dashing into the midst of the enemy
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By the charging horses that pant, 100:1
And the strikers of sparks, 100:2
And the raiders at dawn, 100:3

So, they raise a cloud of dust by that raid, 100:4

And dash into the midst of the enemy through it 100:5

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) sent Omar ibn Khatab to lead the battle of Zatul Salasel ( J«3.dl &13), He returned
defeated and fearful. Next, the prophet asked Ali to assemble and lead a group of warriors to fight the Bani Kananeh
tribe. The prophet advised Ali to march the army only during nights. Finally, when they reached the enemy lines
around the time of dawn (5= ), Ali bravely led the army to the midst of the enemies and defeated them quickly. As
soon as Ali achieved victory, this sura was revealed to the prophet giving the good news! Sura 100 begins by swearing
about the bravery of Muslim fighters riding their panting horses so swiftly that sparks were flying from their hooves
(contacting with the stones).
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He said, “I will soon take refuge on a mountain which will protect me from the water.” He said,

£

“There is no protection from God'’s cor oday except for the one on whom He has mercy.”

And the wave came between them, foah’s son was among the drowned. 11:43

There is a famous narration from the prophet sam% that just as Noah's ark was the only means to save
people from the flood, my ( el dA‘) Ahlul- Bayt-.l:the pure Imams) is the sole rescue ark. Whoever boards

this ark and follows the Ahlul-Bayt will be saved =

£ o
-



Willing to sacrifice Ali & Ismail

When Imam Ali (AS) agreed to sleep in the prophet’s bed while knowing that he may be killed on the night of Hijra, he (Ali) said that
“If Allah wants me to lie down there and get killed then I’'m ok with it.” This is like when Prophet Ismail (PBUH) agreed

to be slaughtered by his father (Prophet Abraham, PBUH). There are some parallels between the two events.

1. The sacrifice of Prophet Ismail (PBUH) was like the sacrifice of Imam Ali (AS)

2. Prophet Ismail was Prophet Abraham’s son and Imam Ali (AS) was raised by Prophet Muhammad as a son

3. All of them are related — from Prophet Ibrahim’s blood line

4. The same way that Prophet Abraham felt about sacrificing his son Ismail, Prophet Muhammad felt about sacrificing Ali

5. Both Prophet Ismail and Imam Ali were saved and didn’t get sacrificed

6. The same way that Prophet Abraham and Ismail were tested, Prophet Muhammad and Ali were also tested (a major test)

7. Both Prophet Abraham and Ismail didn’t know the outcome of the situation. Similarly, Prophet Muhammad and Imam Ali didn’t know
the outcome of their situation that night

8. None of the four were oppressors ( )

9. All four were pure Imams with Knowledge and Wisdom



Battle of Khandagh
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There are great humans among believers who are true to what they pledged to God

some of them are waiting, and they never made any changes to their pledge

This is one of the verses related to the battle of Khandagh. The statement “Those who are true to what they pledge to God” refers to Imam Ali (AS). The Imam

referred to this verse and said that | am one of them who are waiting.

Medina faced a critical moment during the Battle of the Ditch (also known as “Khandagh” or “Al-Ahzab,” referenced in Sura 33). Although this is just number, the
unfolding of events demonstrates extraordinary leadership and courage. When Medina was besieged by enemy forces, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), after

considering all aspects of warfare strategy, guided the Muslims to dig a protective ditch around the city. This tactic aimed to deter and slow down the

approaching enemies.

Amar ibn Abdwud, a renowned warrior of the Qureish and celebrated for his unmatched skill and bravery, managed to find a narrow passage through the ditch.

He emerged before the Muslim army and issued a direct challenge. Despite the presence of the Prophet’s companions, none dared to confront him—except Ali.



Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) asked three times who, for the sake of God and faith, would meet the challenger. In response, one of the
companions remarked, “You ask us to face someone whose ferocity is such that we have seen him fight single-handedly against a large
group of robbers....”. Yet, each time, Ali volunteered. Finally, the Prophet (PBUH) accepted Ali’s offer. He adorned Ali with his own turban,
entrusted him with his sword, and bade him farewell. With heartfelt emotion, the Prophet put his forehead on the ground and prayed to
Allah (SWT), asking Him not to take Ali away, as he had already lost close family members in previous battles. He also remarked, “The

whole of faith proceeds against the whole of infidelity”.

As Ali engaged Amar on the battlefield, a great cloud of dust enveloped them, obscuring the view for all observers. Amidst the tense
silence, Ali’s voice suddenly emerged from the battlefield, proclaiming, “Allah is Great!” This cry signaled his victory.
Upon witnessing the outcome, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) declared, “The one stroke of Ali on the Day of the Ditch is superior to the

prayers of both worlds”.

Later that night, strong winds swept through the enemy camp, creating an atmosphere of fear and panic. The sheer intensity of the storm
shattered their morale, compelling them to abandon their siege and retreat to Mecca, leaving behind their possessions in haste. Despite
the enemy having assembled their largest and most resource-intensive army, their efforts ultimately proved futile. The Muslims emerged
victorious with minimal casualties—marking this battle as one of the least costly in terms of lives lost. The triumph was not merely

strategic but also symbolic, showcasing the unwavering faith and resilience of the believers!



Knowledge of the Unseen

The Knowledge of the Unseen belongs to Allah (SWT). However, according to the Holy Qur’an, Allah (SWT) may teach some of this
Knowledge to whomsoever He chooses. For example, please see Sura 18 about Khizr (teacher of Prophet Moses) who had received some
knowledge of future from Allah (SWT). Imam Ali (AS) explained that Allah (SWT) taught Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) certain unseen
events/facts, and the prophet taught them to Imam Ali (AS). The Imam foresaw many feature events that are recorded in historical books.
Here are a couple of examples. In Sermon 128, Imam Ali (AS) vividly foresees future events that unfolded centuries later, showcasing the
remarkable depth of his insight into the “unseen”. This sermon, delivered around 662 CE, contains a striking depiction of Basra and the
calamity it would face. Later, he also describes the barbaric attack of the Mongols. Below is an explanation of the Imam's words (not a direct

translation):

1- "I envision the beautiful city of Basra with its meticulously designed homes, adorned with balconies and equipped with downspouts. The
city is under siege by an infantry force devoid of horses, so no sound of hooves or panting echoes in the air. These soldiers move silently on
bare feet, which are broad, flat, and powerful. They are slaves and laborers originally from the Zanj, marginalized and disconnected from
familial bonds or supportive communities. Their commander incites and rallies them to revolt. Driven by rebellion, they wreak havoc upon

Basra, leaving devastation and widespread bloodshed in their wake.”



The Zanj Rebellion, spanning from 869 CE to 883 CE, is remembered as one of the most brutal and destructive uprisings in early Islamic
history. Historians recount its ferocity, marked by widespread devastation and bloodshed. While Basra bore the brunt of the rebellion’s
wrath, its destructive path extended to other cities in southern Iran. The rebels razed everything in their way, enslaved women, and looted

all wealth within their reach. The human toll was staggering, with approximately 300,000 people massacred.

The rebellion was orchestrated by a deceitful commander (a member of the Kharijites) whose ambitions centered on personal enrichment
and the acquisition of power. He falsely claimed that he was related to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), called himself Khalifa, even conducting
Friday prayers to bolster his image among followers. Despite his manipulative tactics, his uprising brought immense suffering, leaving an

indelible scar on the region's history.

2- Imam Ali (AS), in Sermon 128, envisions yet another future event with striking details. | foresee the rise of an army whose members are
described as having flat faces, resembling leather, with spots marking some of them. Their eyes are narrow, yet their circumstances evolve
over time, leading them to adorn themselves in fine, colorful silk garments, a symbol of their newfound wealth and opulence. This army

possesses rare and expensive horses, keeping them in reserve, signifying their affluence and strategic preparation.

It will be a time of unparalleled slaughter, a peak in human suffering driven by senseless violence and rampant looting. Amid this chaos, the
innocent find themselves injured and forced to step over the lifeless bodies of others, a grim and heart-wrenching act of survival. For those

who attempt to flee the carnage, escape is nearly impossible, and only a few manage to find safety.



The Mongol invasion of Persia, beginning around 1219 CE, stands as one of the most devastating chapters in history. The scale of destruction was
unparalleled, with cities like Neyshabur—once a thriving center of science and education—reduced to ruins. The Mongols spared neither humans nor
animals, slaughtering even cats and dogs in their relentless campaign. Contemporary historians, who bore witness to these atrocities, documented the
barbaric killings and the obliteration of cultural and scientific establishments.

Despite the immense bloodshed and the Mongols' rule over Persia for several centuries, fhe resilience of Persian culture and the enduring spirit of Islam
prevailed. Persian arts, architecture, and scientific heritage fnanaged to survive this dark period, showcasing the remarkable ability of a civilization to rebuild
and thrive. In an extraordinary turn of events, the Persians not only preserved their identity but also succeeded in converting tHe Mongols to Islam,

transforming their conquerors into adherents of the very faith they had sought to suppress.

3- Another striking example can be found in Sermon 13, where the Imam states: “l see Basra’s mosque floating on a flood, resembling the upper part of a
ship.” This vivid imagery suggests that the entire structure would be submerged, leaving only the dome or minarets visible above the water. The Imam
foretold that Allah would bring forth such a flood, one so devastating that it would leave nothing untouched. The divine punishment would descend from
above and surge up from below, annihilating all in its path.

Historical accounts mention two major catastrophic floods that afflicted Basra: one around the year 380 H and another around 420 H. These floods, recorded
centuries after the Imam’s prophecy, caused widespread destruction, including the obliteration of Basra’s mosque, as he had foreseen nearly 400 years

earlier.

It truly is remarkable that Imam Ali (AS) could foresee the Zanj Rebellion, which occurred nearly 200 years after his lifetime, the Basra flood 400 years later,

and the Mongol invasions over 500 years later. These predictions reflect an extraordinary insight into events far beyond his time.



Brief Early History

Ali is the only person born inside of Kabaa!

The prophet and his wife adopted Ali at the age of 5.

The prophet received the first revelation in the year 610 when Ali was 10 years old.
Prophet, as a father and teacher, taught Ali everything that he knew.

Khadija was the 1°t woman and Ali was the 1t man to accept Islam from the prophet.

For months, there was only 1 house in the entire world where Salat was performedin it
(prophet, Ali, and Khadija).

In the feast of Dhul-Asheera, the prophet invited his relatives to Islam and announced Ali
as his wazir and successor. This was shown in Verse 26:214 where Allah (SWT) requested

the prophet to invite his relatives to Islam.

il



Who is your Imam now?

« Allah (SWT) always has a chosen Representative on Earth.

* His Representative has the most Knowledge and Wisdom, he is chosen & purified by Allah (SWT).

* Allah has given him the responsibility of guiding the people and implementing the Holy Qur’an.

Who is the Representative of Allah (SWT) at the present time?

The only logical answer, based on the Holy Qur’an and numerous hadith, is the 12t fmam'(AS).

He is not absent from the hearts of those who seek him. The Muttagheen ( uwia) Know him well.
With the permission of Allah (SWT), he guides and supports the believers.

At the appointed time, he will appear to get rid of all oppression and injustice.
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