WYMARA

RESORT + VILLAS

Wymara Villas Becomes The First Forbes Travel Guide
Five-Star Resort In Turks and Caicos

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS — Wymara Villas, Sunset Cove has made history as the first
property in Turks and Caicos to earn a Forbes Travel Guide’s Five-Star award. The recognition
underscores the exceptional standard required to achieve a Five-Star distinction and represents
the highest honor in luxury hospitality. The achievement was announced today as part of the
68th Annual Star Awards.

Wymara is the only private villa resort in the Caribbean to achieve this honor and one of just 10
properties across the region to hold a Five-Star designation, reinforcing its position among the
most exclusive luxury experiences in the market.

“Congratulations to Wymara Villas on achieving the first-ever Forbes Five-Star designation in
the history of the Turks and Caicos Islands—a landmark accomplishment reflecting world-class
excellence and impeccable service,” said The Honourable Charles Washington Misick, Premier
of the Turks and Caicos Islands. “This prestigious recognition elevates our national tourism
profile and affirms that Turks and Caicos stands among the world’s finest luxury destinations. By
setting a new benchmark for quality, Wymara Villas has brought immense pride to our islands
and strengthened our global reputation.”

“I am proud of Wymara Villas being the first resort in Turks and Caicos to be officially recognized
by Forbes Travel Guide as Five-Star,” said Bruce Maclaren, Owner and Developer of Wymara
Resort + Villas. “As the first private villa resort in the Caribbean to receive this distinction, it
confirms that a villa resort can deliver service at the highest levels.”



Forbes Travel Guide’s Five-Stars are reserved for properties that deliver exceptional service and
extraordinary guest experiences, evaluated through anonymous inspections against hundreds of

exacting standards.

“With Wymara Villas, Sunset Cove earning a prestigious Forbes Travel Guide Five-Star hotel
award, Turks and Caicos now firmly positions itself to travelers seeking the upper echelon of
modern luxury,” said Amanda Frasier, President, Standards and Ratings, Forbes Travel Guide.
“The Villas set a new benchmark for residential-style luxury through thoughtful design, seamless
service, and experiences tailored to each guest.”

Privately situated on the ultra-exclusive sanctuary of Sunset Cove, Wymara Villas comprises 15
one- to six-bedroom oceanfront villas. Each villa blends clean-lined architecture with sweeping
ocean views. Select properties feature infinity-edge pools, Wymara’s signature over-water swim
decks and waterslides, creating a unique connection to the ocean.



Wymara'’s award-winning culinary program is led by Executive Chef and Culinary Director
Andrew Mirosch. His new Land + Sea restaurant at Sunset Cove is already a top destination
restaurant, acclaimed for its spectacular oceanside setting and elevated take on surf and turf. At
the Beach Club, guests enjoy exclusive access to the Caribbean’s only ocean pool, sports and
leisure facilities, as well as the new 111SKIN Spa at Wymara Villas.

Milestone Moment

In addition to Wymara Villas’ Five-Star accolade, Wymara Resort, located a short drive away on
iconic Grace Bay Beach, has once again earned Forbes Travel Guide’s Four-Star award. The
97-room resort is one of only three properties on the island to receive this distinction.

“This is an incredibly proud milestone for the entire Wymara team,” said Shelley Rincon, Chief
Executive Officer of Wymara Resort + Villas. “It reflects the passion, care, and uncompromising
standards we bring to every guest experience, and it reinforces our mission to elevate and
redefine luxury in Turks and Caicos.”

Global Prestige, Independent Excellence

Wymara Resort + Villas is now firmly recognized among the world’'s most respected hospitality
brands. As an esteemed member of The Leading Hotels of the World, Wymara belongs to a
curated collection of the world’s most distinguished independent luxury hotels.



“We are pleased to congratulate Wymara Resort + Villas on its Five-Star recognition in the
Forbes Travel Guide 2026,” said Shannon Knapp, President & CEO, The Leading Hotels of the
World. “This is a milestone achievement in Turks & Caicos, a destination that continues to be a
favorite among LHW travelers. Distinctions like this reinforce our members’ ability to consistently
deliver best-in-class quality and experiences, and Wymara Resort + Villas is a great example of
a property that embodies this.”

Additionally, Forbes Travel Guide recently awarded Wymara Resort + Villas the 'VERIFIED™
Responsible Hospitality Badge,' recognizing Wymara’s adherence to more than 100 stringent
standards designed to protect the environment and support the well-being of employees, guests,
and their communities.

These acknowledgments by Forbes Travel Guide reinforce Wymara’s reputation as a premier
destination where luxury and world-class hospitality converge. To learn more or book a stay, visit
wymara.com.

Imagery is available here.
ADDITIONAL QUOTE

“This recognition confirms that the Turks and Caicos Islands can compete at the very highest
level of global luxury tourism. A Forbes Five-Star designation is not given lightly, and Wymara
earning this distinction reflects the quality of product and level of service we are deliberately
positioning the destination to deliver. It aligns squarely with our national tourism strategy, which
is focused on attracting high-value investment, raising standards across the sector, and
strengthening the long-term competitiveness of the destination.”

- Zhavargo Jolly, Minister of Tourism, Turks and Caicos Islands

About Wymara Resort + Villas

Wymara Resort + Villas is a contemporary beachfront retreat where contemporary style,
thoughtful service, and inspiring flavors meet the relaxed rhythm of the islands. Set on Grace
Bay, Wymara Resort features 97 oceanfront studios and suites, a 7,000-square-foot infinity pool,
and a daily wellness program anchored by the Wymara Spa, featuring 111SKIN products and
philosophies. Dining includes Indigo, Blue Water Bistro, and Land + Sea at Wymara Villas,
Sunset Cove, led by award-winning Executive Chef Andrew Mirosch and recognized among the
island’s best.

Wymara Villas, Sunset Cove is a luxurious sanctuary of one- to six-bedroom villas designed for
privacy, serenity, and togetherness. Each villa blends clean-lined architecture with sweeping
ocean views, flowing effortlessly between indoor and outdoor living. Select properties feature
infinity-edge pools, over-water swim decks and waterslides, creating a unique connection to the
ocean. Above the palm-fringed lawns of Sunset Cove, where guests can experience the
Caribbean’s only ocean pool, the Beach Club offers exclusive access to sports and leisure
facilities and the 111SKIN Spa at Wymara Villas.

Green Globe certified for its commitment to sustainable luxury, Wymara Resort + Villas is an
esteemed member of The Leading Hotels of the World, with properties recognized by Forbes
Travel Guide and included in Travel + Leisure’s 500 Best Hotels in the World. For more
information visit wymara.com. Facebook at @\WymaraTurks and Instagram @\WymaraTurks +
@WymaraVillas.


http://wymara.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19EPOsojdtj3Nv9LzSHZYzlMs7DF732lF?usp=sharing
http://wymara.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wymaraturks/
https://www.instagram.com/wymaraturks/
https://www.instagram.com/wymaravillas/

About Forbes Travel Guide

Forbes Travel Guide is the only global rating system for luxury hotels, restaurants, spas, cruises
and their restaurants. Our anonymous professional inspectors evaluate based on hundreds of
exacting standards, with an emphasis on exceptional service, to help discerning travelers select
the world’s best experiences. The only way to get a Five-Star, Four-Star or Recommended
rating is by earning it through our independent inspection process. For more information about
Forbes Travel Guide, please visit ForbesTravelGuide.com, Facebook @ForbesTravelGuide and
Instagram @ForbesTravelGuide

About The Leading Hotels of the World, Ltd. (LHW)

In 1928, 38 independent hoteliers came together to create LHW which now comprises more than
425 hotels in over 80 countries, making it the largest collection of independent luxury hotels.
Since its inception, the Company has carefully curated a selection of distinctive hotels, resorts,
inns, chalets, villas, and safari camps, from the snow-capped Alps of Europe to the African veldt,
to share them with adventurous souls who seek the remarkably uncommon. The LHW
community is made of exceptional individuals, united by a passion for the surprising discoveries
and details that come with every travel experience. LHW hoteliers are artisans of

hospitality whose expertise, commitment to excellence and individual flair allows them to create
story-worthy moments for their guests. It is these authentic, individualized moments, combined
with the warm high-touch service these hoteliers and their team provide, that keeps discerning
travelers returning again and again. LHW’s collection covers the globe and promises a broad
range of destinations and unique experiences, enhanced by LHW'’s tiered guest loyalty program,
Leaders Club. From converted former palaces and countryside retreats run by the same families
for generations, to gleaming skyscrapers in dynamic urban centers, serene private

island escapes, glamorous tented camps — and beyond —travelers are invited to explore, find
inspiration, and experience unforgettable travel moments. For more information visit:
www.lhw.com, Facebook at @LeadingHotels, Twitter at @LeadingHotels and Instagram
@leadinghotelsoftheworld.


http://www.forbestravelguide.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ForbesTravelGuide
http://www.instagram.com/ForbesTravelGuide
https://www.lhw.com/
https://www.facebook.com/leadinghotels
https://www.twitter.com/leadinghotels
https://www.instagram.com/leadinghotelsoftheworld/

