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Pastor’s Message: 
Mark a follower of Jesus Christ, and 

my brother Paul. To the ministries of the 
church, you continue to reach the long-

suffering, the sick and tired, the under-
fed and the weak.  

 

To walk in the permissive will of our 
storied church. I thank you for your hos-
pitality shown me. I set my face towards 

the sun. To our loving God for a reasona-
ble portion of health and strength renew-

ing hope in Him.  
 
Paul sends his love. May your days be 

gentle and your week be easy.  Further-
more, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Mark  

 

Service :  Serving our neighbors 
PUBLIC INTEREST  

 

Enhanced Water Meter Installation Raises Concerns 

As many of you know, the city began in-
stalling Enhanced Water Meters in 2023 
with the goal of improving efficiency and 

increasing meter accuracy. These new 
meters are designed to detect leaks early 

and provide quicker notification and reso-

lution of power outages. 

However, the installation process has not 
gone as smoothly as planned. A number 

of customers have reported serious issues 
immediately after installation, including 

flooding, burst pipes, and damaged dry-

wall. 

The problems appear to stem from the 
contractor hired by the city. Reports sug-

gest that the company’s hiring practices 
are questionable—some installers have 
felony records—and its training program 

is inadequate, leading to frequent mis-
takes on the job. To make matters worse, 

residents who have tried to report prob-
lems say they’ve been met with unhelpful 
or rude customer service, with both the 

city and the contractor shifting blame ra-

ther than taking responsibility. 

You can learn more about this project and 

the resulting complaints by visiting: 

https://share.google/

FC5Y9MO0D7TCQCVVO 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES:  

Outdoor Worship and picnic—August 17, 2025 

 

By  De’ajea (Dee Dee) Matthews 

Sisters  (in Christ) of event 

planning, decorating, organiz-

ing and catering.  

Madam President Josselyn Bennett 

& daughter Kai Peters 



4 of our song birds, choir members 

Carolyn Hancock (Treasurer), Ed & 

Peggy Crimes & Annette Neal, to-

gether with new member 

Stephanie Garland (2nd left) 

A Woman always On The Move, Lavonia 

Warner 

Pictured in the center, long-serving Food Pantry 

service couple Charlene & Frank Diggs together 

with guest Terry Miles,  

Altar Guild & 

Membership  

Liaison Virginia 

Mitchell, sister 

Janie Hostin & 

niece Deneen 

  Family Tree 

Next gen Hancocks: Blair & 

Jasmine 

Worship Committee Prof. 

Freddie Jordan 

Ms. Alma Garland 

Nina Jackson 

Carolyn & Stephanie 



 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) is Saturday, September 27th, 2025. Please see the 

bulletin boards; your emails; this newsletter, and/or the website for the agenda 

and complete details of this event. 

 Items are still need for the Food Pantry. Please see the attached flyer and bulletin 

boards throughout the church. 

 ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING—mark your calendars for Saturday, Oct. 11, 2025, from 
10:30 a.m.—noon. Officer Hannah of the CPD will conduct an onsite active shooter 

training  

• COMMUNITY FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT – the movie Soul is the featured film for our Movie 

Night on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24TH AT 5:30 P.M. This event is open to the communi-
ty.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. Please 

 RSVP by Tues, Oct. 21st. 

• INVITATION. Everyone is invited to join The Tabernacle Baptist Church on Sunday, 

October 26, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. for a Music and Praise Celebration 



 

COLLABORATING WITH TECHNOLOGY 

Using Technology to Collaborate More Effectively 

When working on a group project, especially with people participating from different loca-

tions, technology can make a big difference. It helps improve how efficiently and clearly we 

communicate—and sometimes even helps us finish ahead of schedule! 

But for smaller organizations like ours, figuring out which tools to use and how to use 

them can be a challenge. We may not have access to the same resources as large busi-

nesses, but we do have some tools already at our fingertips—we just don’t always remem-

ber to use them. 

One such tool is Microsoft Teams, a platform that allows people to meet and share infor-

mation remotely. I was reminded of its usefulness during a recent online meeting with a 

potential new vendor. It made me realize that we could be using this (and other tools we 

already have access to) more effectively in our church work. 

A good example is our recent effort to update the church directory. The task required in-

put from multiple people, and while everyone was eager to help, we ran into some differ-

ences of opinion—especially about how to define who qualifies as a “member.” That led to 

thoughtful discussion and even more questions, at least on my behalf: 

· Does a member need to be baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran Church? 

· Should they regularly contribute financially and participate in church life? 

· Should families be included if their children have grown, moved away, or attend an-

other church but still stay connected? 

· Should we recognize different levels of membership, like Seasonal or Associate? 

These are important and valid considerations—and they show how even a seemingly sim-

ple project can benefit from clear communication and collaboration. 

As we continue this work, let’s also remember to make full use of the tools we already 

have. Beyond email, platforms like Microsoft Teams can help streamline the process, keep 

everyone informed, and ensure that our projects move forward smoothly. It’s not just 

about the software—it’s about staying connected and working together more effectively for 

the good of our church community. 

 

 



Carolyn Hancock, Janie Hostin, Frank Diggs,  

The following pages contain articles penned by our interns. Take a moment 

to read these informative articles and perhaps offer them a congratulatory 

remark. 

 

We are impressed by the insight offered in these pieces and look forward 

seeing all that they accomplish during this year and on into the future.  







H E R A N H U R H I N T E R N A R T I L E 
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 a safe place for African Americans who were not permitted to enter other beaches. She trav-

eled on stage to places like Germany and France, but she gave up her inheritance for environmental caus-

es. She later gave tours for children to inform them on American Beach. While she was still alive, she out-

wardly expressed her dedication to social and racial  

 

While there are so many pioneers in  as a whole, it's still im-

portant that we do our part in our own communities. It is essential to 

nature. These people truly demonstrate the value of 

preserving history and of making history. 

About the Author 
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