Goolum Goolum ({»
GOOILUM
Early Years GOOLUM

ABORIGINAL CO-OFERATIVE

Term 4 2025 e

Welcome to our Term 4 edition of the Goolum Goolum Early Years Newsletter!

Our Early Years team are committed to supporting services to provide accessible, high quality
Early Childhood services that are culturally inclusive for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
families. In our everyday work and within this newsletter, we strive to provide you all with
information to support you in this important work. Cultural inclusivity benefits everyone and we
thank you all for your continued efforts in this space.

This issue’s key topics include:
Dates of Significance
Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Update
Girrin Playgroup Update
Junior Landcare Website: Whose Country: Exploring First Nations Peoples Languages Map
Narragunnawali - Step by step how to sign up
Dalki Guli Hub Opening Ceremony

And we have also included some important information for upcoming days of significance:
e Survival Day

GGAC Early years team are also excited to announce that we are working towards developing an
Educators resource link on the Goolum Goolum website!

Under the Early Years tab on our main website, we will be having direct links to all of the information
we share with you, as well as links to past copies of our newsletter for you to continually refer back to.
WATCH THIS SPACE!

We would also like to wish you all a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!
We hope you all enjoy a well deserved break with your friends, family & loved ones. @

Michelle Cameron Early Years Team Manager
michelle.cameron@goolumgoolum.org.au

Tori Power Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Facilitator
tori.power@goolumgoolum.org.au

Phoebe Tucker wayipungitj & Girrin Playgroup Facilitator
phoebe.tucker@goolumgoolum.org.au

Matt Cockerall wayipungitj & Girrin Playgroup Facilitator
Matthew.Cockerall@goolumgoolum.org.au

Meishy Newell wayipungitj & Girrin Playgroup Facilitator
Lakeisha.newell@goolumgoolum.org.au




Dates of Significance

November-December Ballombar Season (Early Summer) Which is
known as Butterfly Season.

24" December - Christmas Eve - a story worth looking at is The
Extraordinary Tale of William Buckley

25th December - Christmas - Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year with your loved ones :)

26th January - Survival Day (Australia Day) - National Day of
Mourning 1938 and Aboriginal Tent Embassy Est 1972.

4th February - The Cummeragunja Walk-off Anniversary 1939
12" February - Freedom Rides Anniversary 1965

13th February - National Apology Anniversary

21* February - International Mother Language Day

21** March - International Day for the Elimination of Racial

Discrimination.
Harmony Day.

30" March - Anniversary of Gunditjmara Native Title Recognition and
Settlement
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Victorian Aboriginal
Education Association -
VAEAI
Is the peak Koorie
community organisation
for education and training
in Victoria.

They work for community
to build success in
education & training.

To find the latest VAEAI
news, and access to the
link for the Koorie
Education Calendar head
to their website:
www.vaeai.org.au

By following this link, you can download
free resources, access further reading,

. and learn ways in how you incorporate

these meaningful conversations within
your Early Years settings.


https://www.vaeai.org.au/
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Dalki Muwill (Hi all),
| wanted to thank you all for the work that you have done and continue to do towards
embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives into your everyday programs. It
is essential work towards our Countries commitment to “Closing_the Gap”.

This year we have had three services where the educators felt comfortable enough to be
vulnerable with our team and say that they did not feel comfortable justifying to families why
educators were being asked to embed Aboriginal perspectives. Short of directing families to
the VEYLDF, EYLF, NQS and Child Safe Standards, they wanted to be able to explain why this
was an important focus. Our Early Years team will continue to support educators to grow their
confidence. Please remember that we are a resource and we can put you in touch with the
resources and people you need for support with your professional journey. This newsletter is
just one way in which we aim to support Educators. So, a huge thank you to all Educators and
we hope that you are all able to manage some time off over the holiday period for rest and
relaxation with family and friends.

In the meantime, here are some quick links to information that can support your
understanding of why the work that you do in this area is so important:
Embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Perspectives during National
Reconciliation Week and Beyond | ACECQA
Promoting, exploring and sharing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures: EYLF
Outcome 1 - Children have a strong sense of identity
InformationSheet_EYLF-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives_v2.pdf
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures in early_childhood education and care -
Case Study 1
To Heal the Nation we need Understanding - Uncle Jack Charles (Video)

Were you able to watch the Victorian Governments Apology_to the First Peoples of
Victoria? You can read more about this here in the National Indigenous Times publication.



https://www.education.gov.au/closing-the-gap/closing-gap-early-childhood
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/embedding-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-perspectives-during-national-reconciliation-week-and
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/latest-news/blog/embedding-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-perspectives-during-national-reconciliation-week-and
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Outcome1-ChildrenHaveAStrongSenseOfIdentity-SNAICC.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Outcome1-ChildrenHaveAStrongSenseOfIdentity-SNAICC.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-11/InformationSheet_EYLF-Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20perspectives_v2.pdf
https://acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/AboriginalTorresStraitIslanderCulturesInECEC-CaseStudy1.PDF
https://acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/AboriginalTorresStraitIslanderCulturesInECEC-CaseStudy1.PDF
https://youtu.be/scmevnvTZmg?si=WnCPgQXkn92G7AS9
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/apology-first-peoples-victoria
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/apology-first-peoples-victoria
https://nit.com.au/09-12-2025/21702/lands-and-waters-were-taken-communities-displaced-victorian-government-delivers-state-apology-to-first-peoples
https://nit.com.au/09-12-2025/21702/lands-and-waters-were-taken-communities-displaced-victorian-government-delivers-state-apology-to-first-peoples
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We can’t believe it's almost the end of the year! What a great year of playgroup we’ve had -
with a huge number of families attending Horsham Playgroup and the exciting feel of a new
space to call our own.

We had our final playgroup last week at the Dalki Guli Hub.

In this session we celebrated Christmas by decorating the room, Christmas Craft activities
(wooden Christmas tree ornaments, snow globes, and suncatchers), Christmas carols,
Christmas themed food platters made by our chef Fab and his assistant Jaara, and as the
session finished up, we gave the children their gifts from all of us in the Early Years Team.

Some of our Girrin Playgroup children are off to 3 & 4 year old kindergarten next year. So this
session felt a little bittersweet as they go on to their next adventure.

We wish them all the best and are glad we will still get to see them around Goolum at events
and in the community.

<IN\
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Survival Day, ‘Australia Day’ is approaching us in January.

January 26 is also known as a Day of Mourning, Invasion Day and Survival Day.

Many Australians think of January 26 as a day to celebrate being Australian, with a public
holiday, day off work, barbeques and drinks, etc.

When in fact, this should not be a date to celebrate.

“It is a day for acknowledging the British invasion of sovereign First Nations lands and
respecting the resistance and survival of First Nations Peoples in the face of systematic
and ongoing injustice and denial of rights™. - ATAR Website.

January 26 marks the start of Colonial Frontier Wars (conflict between settlers and First
Nations Peoples).
This lasted until the ‘Coniston Massacre’ in 1930 (Some argue even later).

What happened to First Nations peoples during this time?
e Massacres / Genocide _

Apuse / C.rueltg / Violence : 4 P\BOWGWES
Disposession / Land grabs AW E y ONFERfN(E
Child removal -
Suppression of language / Culture / Lore
Oppression
Spread of disease thanks to colonialism
And much more

A LARGE BLACKBOARD displayed s m the bl || mduum. D “auw | q mu ts wammed ghat, “ Aborl
ol Absriginal bloed suly ore invised to atiend.” i in of indignaties. peolest, wos mo

We ask you to please rethink celebrating Australia Day and encourage you as Educators
to critically think about celebrations, and why you do what you do.

e Who is privileged and who is excluded?

e Whose voices are being heard and whose are being silenced?

In Early Childhood education, this day gives us an opportunity to educate rather than
celebrate. We can do this by “aligning with the principals of social justice, equality and

equity. Continued over next page
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Early Childhood Educators can create opportunities for the children to learn more about
Australia’s history and understand different experiences and perspectives (Age
appropriately).

This date could be a chance to discuss fairness and bias (As in Outcome 2 EYLF).

The Koori Curriculum shares some great books to read with the children on Survival day
here: https://kooricurriculum.com/blogs/news/books-to-learn-about-the-26th-of-
january

It is also good to remember, this is not just about discussing history, it's understanding
ongoing issues and injustices for First Nations Peoples.

If faced with tough questions from the families, these few dot points might help you
e Open communication with families
» Emphasise that your approach is based on national guidelines and creating a
culturally safe environment
o Truth telling and education the next generation is so important

Also, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us, the Early Years team at Goolum Goolum for
any support.

Here are some great articles about Survival Day that we think are well worth the read:

e https://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/a-time-to-educate-not-celebrate-26-
january/

e https://antarorg.au/issues/survival-day/history-of-the-date/

e https.//antarorg.au/issues/survival-day/not-a-date-to-celebrate/

e https://antarorg.au/issues/survival-day/rethinking-26-january/

e https://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/delightful-
downloads/2022/01/Australia-Day-brief-2022.pdf

ADAM GOODES « ELLIE LAING

SOMEBODY’S

Vass and Dub Leffler


https://kooricurriculum.com/blogs/news/books-to-learn-about-the-26th-of-january
https://kooricurriculum.com/blogs/news/books-to-learn-about-the-26th-of-january
https://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/a-time-to-educate-not-celebrate-26-january/
https://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/a-time-to-educate-not-celebrate-26-january/
https://antar.org.au/issues/survival-day/history-of-the-date/
https://antar.org.au/issues/survival-day/history-of-the-date/
https://antar.org.au/issues/survival-day/not-a-date-to-celebrate/
https://antar.org.au/issues/survival-day/rethinking-26-january/
https://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/delightful-downloads/2022/01/Australia-Day-brief-2022.pdf
https://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/delightful-downloads/2022/01/Australia-Day-brief-2022.pdf
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Whose Country: exploring First Nations peoples

languages map (0-7yrs) | Junior Landcare

Interested to see examples of how other services work to incorporate First nations
perspectives into their services and curriculum? The Junior Landcare site has a
searchable menu of resources, videos and webinars. You can even search by age
group. Click on the link below to explore the menu:

First Nations perspectives learning_activities and worksheets.

“From Indigenous Language Maps, Indigenous Weather Knowledge, Indigenous Plant-
Use, through to Yarning Circles. Bring Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander histories &
cultures into the classroom with informative, thoughtful and engaging educational
content”.Below is a link to one Learning Activity, titled "Whose Country".

Whose Country; exploring_First Nations peoples languages map (0-7yrs)_|_Junior

Landcare The activity overview
£) e . reads: This activity
e introduces the Aboriginal
::I:l:::;ountry:explorin First Nations : i R e i b b s 1 and Torres Strait |slander
?OF?vrs} RS g A e peoples as the First
e et o e e et e peoples of this Country,
who are the traditional
custodians of the lands,
waterways and skies
across Australia and that
it is important for us to
recognise that.

peoples languages map



https://juniorlandcare.org.au/FIRST-NATIONS-PERSPECTIVES-RESOURCES
https://juniorlandcare.org.au/learning_activity/whose-country-exploring-first-nations-peoples-languages-map-0-7yrs/?age=0-7
https://juniorlandcare.org.au/learning_activity/whose-country-exploring-first-nations-peoples-languages-map-0-7yrs/?age=0-7
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Dalki Muwill (Hi all),

We have shared the Narragunnawali website on a couple of occasions now. It is free to sign up
and it contains a wealth of knowledge and resources to assist you in the work that you are
doing to incorporate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives into your programs. In
fact, the site can seem overwhelming with the amount of resources available and sometimes
people don't know where to start. In this newsletter, we will share where to sign up, and how to
search for specific resources. Then we will highlight the specific resources available to support
your service with implementing an Acknowledgement of Country.

Signing up is simple. There is a “Sign up” tab in the top right of the screen.

ABOUT RAPS PROFESSIONAL LEARMING curmicuum Resources awaros202s ([EEDEETD o

Continued over next page
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Once selected, you will be informed what the site has to offer and asked to provide your contact
details. You can also read about their terms and conditions of how they will keep, store and use this
information.

ABOUT RAPS PROFESSIONAL LEARNWG cummcuum Resources awanos 20 [ELJEEDRS ©

JOIN THE NARRAGUNNAWALI COMMUNITY

Maragunnawalt Reconcillation in Education supports schools and earty lean Arvices across Ausiralia to develop enmvironmnts. thaf foster a high level of
ENOWARCIE Snd ok I ADONgINE and Torres. Sira slancar Mesiones, © COMMLURCNS.

Toachors and educadors, principals and direciors, studonis, paronts TNty mormbors. - and armyons intorested in reconcilation n education - can al bo What you can
part of the Namagunnasall community. Once you harve freedy signed up (o crosfe your unique personal Lser acoount, you can iog inlo the Naragunnasral

piastior 10 access if you
« Strengihon undorstanding of rconciiation among stafl with teachor kod 5 ign up

+ [Bring reconciiafion and Aboriginal and Tomes sdancior hisfories., culfures and confrbutions info the diaessroom Bwough
= Deive reconciiation in your wider school or aarly karming community by orealing of joining a

¥our Emaid *
Provide your
Whal i your roleT " details to

signup

Pleaad SEtCt youd oM e

Plcans spaacify ow you heard sbeut Maragurrowal *

Pirate tedect P
Craats Dammwond * [T Tr—

p— Check out

terms and

I Pt 1tk Tawrrs ] oty conditions

Continued over next page
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Narragunnawali - cont.

Now the fun part: how to find what you’re looking for? Once you have signed in, use the search
tool to enter key words.

e Enter key words here to
ABOUT RAPS PFROFESSIOMAL LEARNMNG CURRSCIILUM RESDURCES AWARDS NG
P search the resources

You can make a selection as
the menu self populates, or
wait for the results to make

your selection. searcH  Acknowledgement of Countryf

Acknowledgement of Country
Physical Acknowledgement of Country
My Acknowledgement of Country
Scenario - Acknowladgemant of Country

My Acknowledgement of Country (Primary)

Welcome to Country

Continued over next page
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For the example on the previous page, | selected “My Acknowledgement of Country”, and the
below options were generated. It seemed a timely example as services often ask about how
they can get their teams together to work on developing an Acknowledgement.

"nh“ﬂ ABOUT RAPS PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CURRICULUM Resources awaros202s [ BiRg ©

T
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY FAP Aciion
Develop understanding of what it means to acknowledge Country, and provide Requared:
avaryona tha opportunity 10 do S0 at maeatings and avents throughout the year. Yos

“§  PHYSICAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY RAP Action
Deplay & physscal, durabdd Acknowiedgamint of Country such as an .
Acknowiedgement Bagud of mural. w

Category:

Respoct wih the communiy

Tipe
MY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY Professional Leaming
I this actiity, SIS develop their DwR UNIQUE and MEanngll ACKNOWIEIDEMEN o Relevant Subjects
Country Cross-Curricuia
Relevant Years

Earty Learning | Primary | Secondary

T
. SCENARIO - ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY Priossioingl Learrlg
Discarss this scenano with a group of your staff lo siarl a comeersation about (he Relewnt Subjects
Importance of undorstanding thi acl of acknowledging Country. Cross-Curricula

Relevant Yoars
Earty Laarning | Primary | Secondany

Continued over next page
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ABOUT RAPS PROFESSIONALLEAANNG CURRicULUM Resources swnros2ozs [ERE ©

MY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
COUNTRY

SAVE TOVOUR RESOURCES  GIVE FEEDRACK

OVERVIEW

An Ackndwhdgmion] af Country is &n important part of dvonts and evenydey practcns such
a8 school msombies, mostings and prosentations. An Acknowlsdgment ol Country
acknowiadgos tha Traditional Cusindians of tha local arca and ks an opportunity o pay
mspact 10 Eldans and tha conneclions thal Aboriginal and Tormes Strail Blander paoples hava
o community and Coundry, In this activity, stalf develop tholr own uniquo and mesningful

Acknowlsdgomant of Country, Eair— e
Cross-Curricula

Tialorvant Years
RELATED RAP ACTIONS Earty Loasming | Primary | Socondary
ACKNOWLEDGERENT OF COUNTHT #
PHTSICAL ACKMOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTET =

WELCOME TO COUNTRY =

Each example will say what year level the resource is recommended for. This can help
you make decisions, though most resources can be adapted. Once selected you will see
the tabs towards the bottom of the page titled, “Learning outcomes, Inquiry questions,
Activity and Professional standards”. Everything you need is here for you to bring your
team together and work through the tabs, supporting resources and relate the learning
to the professional standards for teaching. What's not to love?!

Continued over next page
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o asros ] cn——J~imonars —J mowsow swoss

Staff understand the importance of Acknowledging Country.

Staff know the difference between an Acknowledgement of Country and Welcome to Country.

Staff recognise and respect the continuing connections that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have to Country, especially the Traditional
Custodians of the Land on which the school or early learning service is situated.

Staff understand the importance of using respectiul and inclusive language and terminology within Acknowledgement of Country statements.

Staff understand how to personalise and localise an Acknowledgment of Country, among other epportunities for ensuring the Acknowledgement is

meaningful and not {okenistic.

oo TS ST T

= What is the purpose and significance of an Acknowledgement of Country?

» How does an Acknowledgement of Country differ from a Welcome to Country?

« How is an Acknowledgement of Country an act of reconciliation?

» How can | meaningfully personalise an Acknowledgement of Country?

» How can we actively live our Acknowledgement and make it something more than just lip service?

Explore each tab for the resources and tasks available.
We hope that you will enjoy exploring the site as much as
we have @ Let us know what resources you have used
and how they have helped.
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A few weeks ago Goolum Goolum had the official opening ceremony of the new building, the Dalki Guli
Hub.

The opening had such a great turn out, with people from all over.

We began with a Welcome to Country outside by Colin Gorton, followed by dances from the Dalki
Murrup Ceremonial Performance Group lead by Tanisha Lovett- Marks, an introduction talk from Jake
Goodes and Johnny Gorton, then a Smoking Ceremony at the new fire pit / Yarning Circle.

Inside the new building, we had a few different people present and speak about the new building,
including managers, builders and Aboriginal Community members involved in the story telling and
design process.

They spoke about how and why certain things were implemented in the building, such as the Language
names of the rooms, the Wathaurong glass doors, the ‘river’ flooring that flows throughout the building
with pictures of water animals relating to the Wotjobaluk areaq, the light display in the shape of Bunijil,
and much more.

Lunch was provided to all thanks to Goolum’s amazing chef who is based in the Dalki Guli Hub Cafe -
Fabian Lauricellal

The Dalki Guli Hub is intended to be a place for Aboriginal Community members to come and feel
welcomed, culturally safe and connected. A place to call there own, like a big family feel.

Our team feels so lucky to be able to work in such a beautiful new space, not only because it's new and
beautiful, but because of the meaning behind it, the story telling and how much it means to the
Aboriginal community. We are so excited for the future and what it has in store. :)

If you would like to watch a video of the building journey, you can find it amongst the videos on Goolum
Goolum’s website by clicking here: https://www.goolumgoolum.org.au/videos

Photos on next page



https://www.goolumgoolum.org.au/videos

A
iy n




