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In this newsletter we have shared with you:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day - “Strong in Culture, Stronger
Together”

Information about how you can celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day in your service, and a printable poster to display within your service

Anniversary of William Barak’s death and his significant contributions to social justice in
the 19th century

Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start update

Look what’s happening in - Bani Manya 3yr old room

Celebrating NAIDOC week at Goolum Goolum 

https://www.facebook.com/GoolumGoolum
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2635047296806371


Upcoming Dates of
Importance
 July and August

7th - 14th July 
NAIDOC WEEK

26th July 
National Schools Tree Day

4th August 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children’s Day

9th August
International Day of The Worlds Indigenous
People 

10th - 18th August 
National Science Week

15th August - Anniversary of William Barak’s
(Beruk Barak)  Death in 1903

Victorian Aboriginal Education Association - VAEAI
Is the peak Koorie community organisation for education
and training in Victoria.
They work for community to build success in education &
training.

To find the latest VAEAI news, and access to the link for
the Koorie Education Calendar head to their website:

www.vaeai.org.au

- Ceremony - (1898) by William Barak

William Barak  1824 - 1903

An influential spokesman for Aboriginal social justice
Last traditional elder of Wurundjeri clan - the pre-
colonial inhabitants of modern day Melbourne
Last chief of the Yarra Yarra tribe
A significant Aboriginal artist of the 19th century

William Barak — 'Beruk' in the Woiwurrang language of
his people — had leadership in his blood. At a time when
Aboriginal people in Victoria were seen as, at best, a
curiosity, at worst an obstruction to the colony's growth,
Barak's diplomacy earned him genuine respect and
support from white settlers. He also unified Aboriginal
people, helping them to face an uncertain future in their
irrevocably changed land.

To learn more about the detailed and significant history
of William head to the First Peoples Relations website

Firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au 

https://thesector.com.au/2023/07/05/how-can-i-talk-to-children-about-treaty-and-the-voice/?category=recommended&utm_campaign=Centre+Leader+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=265825672&_hsenc=p2ANqtz----y7beNRqxx8NTF-kYJwiCBeo21_dd5UBr0sU3vdh4w9YtE2Smey2Sq9ine1UUMaNRXXNfW_uLnlUkoVdbdGApcHvrg&utm_content=265825672&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.vaeai.org.au/
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/william-barak
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/william-barak


Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s
Day is a day dedicated to celebrating our
Indigenous children. 

The theme for 2024's Aborginial and Torres Strait
Islander Children’s Day is: Strong in Culture,
Stronger Together.
 This elevates the intention of Children’s Day by
focusing on the strength of our children that
comes from their connection to culture and mob. 

Because this year’s Children’s Day falls on a
Sunday, SNAICC encourages services to hold their
events on Friday 2nd August. It is important to
hold Children’s Day on a week day to ensure
children, schools and early years services are
able to celebrate. 

You can find lots of information about Aboriginal
and Torres Sttrait Islander Children’s Day on the
SNAICC website. Please click here. 

On this website you’ll also be able to find some
great Childen’s Day resources and ideas for
celebrating the day!

National Aboriginal &
Torres Strait Islander

Children’s Day

https://www.snaicc.org.au/our-work/campaigns/childrens-day/
https://www.snaicc.org.au/our-work/campaigns/childrens-day/








NAIDOC Week this year at Goolum Goolum was full of cultural
events for the Community including: 

NAIDOC Opening Ceremony and family fun day in
Dimboola with a Smoking Ceremony by Farren Branson,
Flag raising, Cultural Dancing by the Dalki Murrip dance
group led by BGLC’s Tanisha Lovett, lots of children’s
activities, a big lunch and more. 
Rock Art Tour to Gulgurn Manja (meaning hands of young
people), Bunjil’s Shelter (the only known rock art painting of
Bunjil), Ngamadjidj Shelter (known as the cave of ghosts)
and Mudadgadjiin Shelter (artwork offering a window into
the lives of the Jadawadjali People). 
NAIDOC Art Exhibition Opening Night - Where Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Community Artists featured at
the Regional Art Gallery to show their amazing artworks
including paintings, clay art, digital art, photography, short
films and more. This Exhibition is running until September
and is definitely worth the look!

Overall it was a deadly week shared with Mob and we can’t
wait to celebrate again next year :)

Please feel free to let us know what you and other Educators
did in your Services to celebrate NAIDOC Week with your
children and families.
We would also love to see some photos of all your great ideas
:)

More of our photos will be shared on the next page >>>

NAIDOC Week 2024
‘Keep the Fire Burning!
Blak, Loud and Proud’





Dalki Muwill (Hi all)

I’m excited to share with you one of the most recent plans implemented in the Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start
space.
I met with Mary-Ellen Lamont, teacher for the three-year-old groups at Bani Manya Kindergarten. The
educators wanted to work together to build their confidence in pronouncing the names of the Traditional
Owners for our region, and then share this with the children. The educators wanted the children to have an
understanding that the lands the Kindergarten now exists upon, wasn’t always called Horsham. And that by
doing an Acknowledgement of Country, they’re all being respectful towards our lands First Peoples and the
care they have taken, and continue to take, of the lands.

The Educators also incorporated the Aboriginal Languages of Victoria map to show the children where they
live and the lands the Kindergarten sits upon. You can access both the Aboriginal languages of Victoria, and
the AIATSIS
Map of Indigenous Australia from the VACCA website, to learn more about the lands your services sit upon.
You can also access the BUNJILAKA Aboriginal Cultural Centre Website from this same VACCA site. The site
has sound bites that demonstrate the pronunciation of many of the Language groups across Victoria. In this
case, Traditional Owners at Goolum Goolum Aboriginal Cooperative (GGAC) were able to provide a guide on
how to pronounce the names of the five Traditional Owner groups for the Horsham region:

Wotjobaluk = wot-ja-bal-uk
Jaadwa = jard-wah
Jadawadjali =jard-wah-jar-li
Wergaia = wer-guy-a
Jupagulk = yup-a-gulk

When I spoke to Mary-Ellen at the end of term, she was excited to share that the children in her groups were
doing the Acknowledgement of Country each week. She went on to report that the children were very
confidently pronouncing the Traditional Owner group names after only a few weeks of practicing with the
Educators. They use their fingers to count down the five Traditional Owner groups for our area. The children
can now point to the map and show others where the kindergarten sits, as well as identifying the three flags of
Australia. The children have learnt about the history of our area and that we weren't the first peoples on the
lands now called Australia.

Mary-Ellen reported that it has really helped to make the Acknowledgement of Country feel authentic as the
children know why their saying it and it puts it all into perspective.

A wonderful result! A huge thank you to Mary-Ellen and her co-educators, Michelle and Kirsty for sharing their
work.

See attached picture on the next page!

Delkaia Aboriginal
Best Start

https://deadlystory.com/content/Image/Articles/VACL_Map_2016__reduced_.jpg
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://www.vacca.org/page/get-involved/cultural-hub/articles/indigenous-maps---showing-cultural-and-language-boundaries
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/bunjilaka/about-us/first-peoples/victorian-aboriginal-languages/



