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PROCLAMATION

State of Hlorida
B xecutive Hepartment
@alluhussee

WHEREAS, the Sabal Palm, colloquially known as the swamp
cabbage palm, has benefited Floridians through the centuries by its
utilitarian and ornamental qualities, and

WHEREAS, these virtues were duly recognized by the Florida
Legislature which in 1953 designated the Sabal Palm as Florida's
state tree, and

WHEREAS, said virtues are appropriately celebrated by the
citizens of LaBelle, Hendry County, with the annual Swamp Cabbage
Festival, and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to honor the Sabal Palm
concurrently with this distinguished festival, which shall be held
this year February 23-25;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Reubin 0'D. Askew, by virtue of the
authority vested in me as Governor of the State of Florida, do
hereby proclaim February 24, 1973, as

STATE TREE DAY

in Florida, and urge all citizens to honor the Sabal Palm with the
proper respect this useful and beautiful tree deserves.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great Seal of
the State of Florida to
be affixed at Tallahasgsee,

the Capital, this_ 3/ day
of .is.!ﬁf'f in the year
of our Lor neteen hundred

an .

ATTEST:

: (0cs )5é=:~

SECRETARY OF STATE



Phone L. & _ Phone
Office S P B Residence
675-3031 - V&3 675-3221

T. L. Hudkins Oilfield Trucking

T. L. HUDKINS LA BELLE.
Manager FLORIDA

Compliments of

C and D Trucking

Livestock Hauling

Tel. 675-6125 LaBelle, Florida

The Best

Sanitary

Janitor —
Building Supphes

Maintenance
CALL

The Dumont Co.

334-1369
2621 Fowler St. Ft. Myers




How it began. . .

Swamp Cabbage Festival

In 1966, the newly formed LaBelle Jaycees
were searching for a project to sponsor that
would benefit the entire community pride and
cooperation. Gary Lucia, the organization’s
first president, appointed T. E. Hedges and
Bernard Rasmussen to study the idea and come
up with a proposal. Noting the abundance of
sabal palms, or as they are called locally
“‘cabbage trees,”’ in the area and remembering
their importance to early settlers as both build-
ing material and food, Rasmussen suggested a
“Swamp Cabbage Festival.”” Hedges added this
should be popular with visitors who had heard of
this native delicacy-also known as ‘‘Hearts of
Palm’’- but had not tried it.

The Jaycees adopted the project and began
promoting an old-fashioned pioneer festival hon-
oring Florida’s State Tree. The idea caught the
imagination of the community, and, as ideas
started to snowball, other organizations were in-
vited to participate. Soon, all LaBelle was
involved in preparation for the firstSwamp Cabb-
age Festival.

The first festival heldin 1967 was sucha success
that LaBelle Jaycees organized a permanent
Swamp Cabbage Festival Committee with re-
presentatives from civic groups and churches.
The committee successfully guided the efforts of
the community through the next five festivals,
each one bigger and better than the ones before.
Joe Thomas, Chairman of the 1973 Swamp Cabb-
age Festival, says ‘‘Swamp Cabbage Festival has
‘become one of the major events in Southwest
Florida because of the pride people here have
in our community. The festival is our way of
expressing this pride and an old-fashioned, but
never out of date, American spirit of cooper-
ation.”

Through the medium of the Swamp Cabbage
Festival, LaBelle extends a sincere welcome to
all.




Parker

Spreader Service

“We Cover the Earth”
675-1821

LaBelle

Hotpoint * Amana * Carrier * Maytag

Cox Air Conditioning
and Appliance

SALES and SERVICE

ORange 5-5521 P. O. Box 626 = Main Street
DARYL E. COX La Belle, Florida 33935

Welcome to

LaBelle’s
Swamp Cabbage

Festival

Big V Food Store




Hendry County’s 50th Year

LaBelle and Hendry County. Florida, resi-
dents recreate part of pioneer Americana at
Swamp Cabbage Festival on February 23, 24,
and 25. and also celebrate the 50 years of the
county named for a member of one of South
Florida‘s most prominent families.

Hendry County owes its existence to Barron
G. Collier's desire to have a county named in
his honor. Two counties were carved out of
Lee County in 1923: Collier County in the
south. Hendry County in the east. The county
to the east was named after Captain Francis
Asbury Hendry. who had died in 19817.

Francis Asbury Hendry was a pioneer rancher
in the Caloosahatchee River Valley. After the
Civil War. Captain Hendry settled in the area
he first saw as a voung soldier at Fort Thomp-
son during the Third Seminole Indian War in
1855.

Captain Hendry named a small settlement
downstream from the Hendry Homestead at
Fort Thompson ‘'LaBelle’" to honor his daugh-
ters Laura and Belle. In the thirty years fol-
lowing. LaBelle grew. and in 1923 LaBelle
became the county seat of the new county
named for the area's most prominent pioneer.
Francis Asbury Hendry.

Fort Thompson. the seat of Hendry's Cattle
Empire. declined and by 1950 was only a
niemory. Hendry's Fort Thompson Ranch
changed hands several times and was sold to
Jo Hendry of Tampa. a distant relative of
Captain Hendry. by automobile manufacturer
Henry Ford in the 1930°s. Joe Hendry's heirs
sold the ranch to General Development Cor-
poration in 1972. Plans are for a new com-
munity. Port LaBelle. Thus. the area first
seen by Francis Asbury Hendry in 1855 will
be named. as was the City of LaBelle. for
Captain Hendry's daughters.




Seminole

Restaurant

OPEN 6 A.M. NP CLOSE 9 P.M.

Try our - 3 S See Our
ITI:EEII‘IKI:{TERQTS 4% WY/ 7GUN COLLECTION
. 4 VR
- A LU7% The LARGEST
“*You will catch Y 0N in the South”
more Fish”’ Y A

441 ‘W, Sugarland Hwy. Clewiston

“CATFISH—HUSHPUPPIES our SPECIALTY”

Compliments of

ALICO Land

Development

Company

LaBelle, Florida




1973 Swamp Cage

.
Festival
L ]

Committee:

Festival Chairman Joseph H. Thomas
Vice-Chairman Thomas A. Smith
Recording Secretary June K. Smith (Mrs.)
Corresponding Secretary Rosemary McCormick (Mrs.)
Treasurer Louella S. Howard (Mrs.)
Parade Chairman Larry Bennett

Booths & Exhibits Chairman John W. Scottie

Publicity Chairman Sherry Craichy (Mrs.)
Honorary Publicity Chairman Sonny Stalls

Publicity Assistant Peggy Mills

[ ] . [ ] [ ] L
Participating Organizations:
LaBelle Jaycees and Jaycee Wives
Greater LaBelle Chamber of Commerce
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority
Caloosa Valley Historical Society
Carlson Memorial United Methodist Church
Church of God
Clarence Michael Chapter, Cystic Fibrosis Found.
Community Action Migrant Program
Cow Belles
First Batist Church
Florida Chapter I A C
Hendry County Auxillary, Florida Children’s Home
Hendry County School Food Service
LaBelle Art League
LaBelle Band Parents
LaBelle Boy Scouts
LaBelle High School Beta Club
LaBelle High School Junior Class
LaBelle High School Spanish Club
LaBelle Lions Club and Lions Auxilliary
LaBelle PTA LaBelle Woman’s Community Club
LaBelle Quarterback Club
LaBelle Saddle Club National Rifle Association



Homesites

Large Lots with access to the
Caloosahatchee River

Alfred E. Wilson

675-3151

P.0O. Box 686 LaBelle, Fla.

Compliments of

R. & M.

Tomato Packers

657-3474

IMMOKALEE

T.D. McHan--owner

FRONT END SERVICE AIR CONDITIONING
WHEEL BALANCING

Sonny’s Auto Service

COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE Monkey Town Rd.
owner 891 Devils Garden Ave.
SONNY SMITH State Road 80A

674-1991 LaBelle, Fla. 33935




St. Petershurg Times

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33731

Dear Visitor,

Welcome to one of the friendliest little towns I know of,
where true southern tradition and hospitality still abound,
where folks are never too busy to say "howdy."

Welcome to LaBelle, 30 miles and 30 years from the hectic,
maddening pace of urbanizing Southwest Florida's coastal
areas, Welcome to a community where oak trees are treasures,
where a word is still a man'd bond and where all the best
of the past still lingers.

And welcome to the Swamp Cabbage Festival, when LaBelle and
Hendry County residents take time from their daily toil and
pay tribute to the state's cabbage palm, its heritage and
history.

Welcome to a homespun celebration, without the plastic,
synthetic tones of commercially promoted and produced
festivals by the urban areas.

Welcome to a town that is as American an apple pie and as
Floridian as the tree they honor, with its aiding and
comfort-giving properties so valued by pioneers.

Welcome to my home away from home where this week an entire
town turns out to pay tribute to its humble beginnings and
to its ancestors who knotched out a piece of wilderness and
made it home,

Welcome and come, take part with us.

Sincerely

Staff Writer




REAL ESTATE

Thelma D. Peters, Realtor

Reg. Broker

Margaret W. Whately

Associate

W. Frank Cothern

Associate

FARMS HOMES

ACREAGE

Phone (813)-675-2181 Hwy. 29
P.0O. Box 26 LaBelle, Fla,



1972 Swamp Cabbage

Y

Each year during the last weekend in Feb-
ruary the citizens of LaBelle and crowds of
visitors enjoy the unique Swamp Cabbage Fes-
tival. It takes a lot of work by many people
to make this festival a success and, as a citi-
zen of LaBelle, I am proud to see so many
people working together on this year-round
project. Owners of businesses build floats
for the parade, the students of LaBelle High
help with food booths at the park, citizens
open their homes with historical interests
to the public, set up exhibits, and the whole
community gets into the ‘‘Pioneer Spirit”’.
The weekend is full of activities from dinners
to dances to the air shows and high excitement
of the rodeo. Girls between the ages of
16 and 21 compete for the title of Swamp
Cabbage Festival Queen, hoping to reign over
all these festivities.

I was thrilled and proud to be chosen queen
in 1972. I hope that when I place the crown
on the 1973 Swamp Cabbage Festival Queen,
she will be as pleased and happy as I was.



Swamp Cabbage Festival

FRIDAY
Feb. 23, 1973
All Day

8 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
5 p.m.

8 p.m.

SATURDAY
Feb. 24, 1973
All Day

8 a.m.

9a.m.llp.m.

10:30 a.m,

12 noon

Schedule of Events

Practice Sessions for Aerobatic Com- |
petition

FAA/Pilots Briefing for Aerobatic Com-
petition (Airport)

Compulsory Pilots Briefing (Airport)

Spaghetti Supper-(Church of God, Fraser
Street)

Mel Tillis Show-(LaBelle Stadium, South
Main Street)

Presentation of Festival Queen

Beard Contest

Introduction of Pioneer Family

Florida Aerobatic Contest-(Airport)

Pilots Briefing for Aerobatic Contest-
(Airport) :

Baby Sitting Service-(675-6605, Humpty
Dumpty Nursery, Missouri Street)

Parade through downtown LaBelle-
(Bridge Street)

EVENTS AT BARRON PARKON CALOO- g
SAHATCHEE RIVER

FOOD
Steak 'n Swamp Cabbage Dinner
Sandwiches
Pizza
Desserts
Cold Drinks
DISPLAYS & EVENTS
Information booth
Children’s events
Palmetto Fiber products exhibit
Art Display
National rifle association

t Indian exhibit

cont. next page



Schedule of Events

cont. from previous page
Hendry County Heart Association
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
MUSIC
Sam Thompson and Midnight Cowboys
Ralph Raulerson and Country Gentlemen
Larry Woosley Group
SPEECH
Senator Edward J. Gurney

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

Grandma Forrey’s Swamp Cabbage Ex-
hibit (Arcade, Bridge Street)

Pioneer Corner (Ft. Thompson & Bridge
Street)

Tour Caldwell home place-(Curry Street)

Mexican Dinner-(Catholic Church, South
Bridge Street)

Chicken ’n Dumplin’ supper-(Methodist
Church, Campbell Street)

Rodeo - (LaBelle Arena, South Main
Street)

Gospel Sing-(First Baptist Church, Main
Street)

Coronation Ball-(American Legion Hall),
NO TICKETS AT DOOR

Square Dance-(McCormick Skating Rink,
South Bridge Street)

Dance-(Devil’s Garden Avenue, opposite
Airport)

SUNDAY

Feb. 25, 197: WORSHIP AT THE CHURCH OF YOUR
CHOICE

9 a.m. Aerobatic Contest Continues

12 noon Box chicken dinner-(Barron Park)

Hamburgers & Cokes-(Airport)

1:30 p.m. Swamp Cabbage Air Show-(Airport)

2:30 p.m. Rodeo - (LaBelle Arena, South Main
Street)




Compliments of

J. T. Doll

Grading and Paving

Tel. 675-6771 LaBelle, Florida

Southwest
Florida
GROW ”

The Lee County Electric

Cooperative, Inc.

P. O. Box 3455 N..Fort Myers
‘‘Owned By Those It Serves’’




We sell what We advertise
we advertise what we sell

Bea Cleaves Real Estate, Inc.

Hwy. 80

675-4351 P.0. Box 818
LaBelle

Open Saturday and Sunday

J. Patton Gas Company

LaBelle, Florida

Best Wishes for A Most Successful

Swamp Cabbage Festival

Libardoni
Machine Shop

Precision Machine Work
Steel, Fasteners and Welding Repairs

Telephone 675-3501 LaBelle, Florida




The Annual
Hendry County
City-Farm Tour

November 18, 1972 was the day for the first City-Farm
Tour in recent years. City folks, loc¢al folks, retired
people, working people, youngsters and tourists became
acquainted, on a first hand basis, with modern day ag-
riculture in Hendry County.

Not one of the 183 tour members was disappointed.
Air-conditioned buses were used to ride in comfort for
150 miles through the county. At noon a steak dinner
was served.

The Annual Hendry County City-Farm Tour was backed
by the County Commissioners and around 50 residents of
the county pitched in to make it a huge success. =

The variety of agricultural operations seen were many
and covered all those of importance to Hendry County.
These included cattle ranches, the United States Sugar
Corporation sugarmill, a modern day farm labor camp,
cane planting and harvesting operations, tomato farming
on sand and using plastic mulch, greenhouse growing .of
vegetable seedlings, pulpwood and stump loading,
oil wells, citrus groves, pepper fields and honey and
bee operations.

Before the day was over the members of the tour fully
realized that Hendry County’s $55 million agricultural
industry is a vital part of providing food for the county,
state and nation. Hendry County is seventh in Florida
in value of all agricultural products sold.

This first Tour told the farmer’s story loud and clear.

The problems of the farmer, with labor heading the
list, were only too clear. Today as rever before farm-
ing is big business, but with big business comes big
problems.

In America 979% of the population depends on the other
3%, THE FARMER, to feed and clothe them. The task
is tremendous and the farmer needs the support of all.
individuals to get the job done.

Find out about agricultire, be a part of the Second
Annual Hendry County City-Farm Tour. Contact the
Hendry County Extension Office, P.0, Box 68, LaBelle.
Phone 813-675-2361 for tickets. Tickets for 1973 will
be $10.00. A 109 discount will be allowed on orders
placed before November 1, 1973.



Compliments of
Clay’s
Gulf Service

Auto Repair & Service
U-Haul

also

E & B’s
Rocks and Gems

See us first for all
your custom jewelry
and hobby supplies.

432 W. Sugarland Hwy.
Clewiston, Fla.
33440

Grand Marshal

The basis for selec-
tion as Grand Marshal
is outstanding serviceto
the Community of La-
Belle. PastGrand Mar-
shals have been elected
officials in local, county
or state government, but
public service is not the
only criterionfor selec-
tion. Unselfish and out-
standing service to La-
Belle in public or pri-
vate life is the basis for
election as Grand Mar-
shal.

1967 - R. E. Byrd

1968 - W. B. Barron
1969-W. T. (Bill) Maddox
1970-J.R. (Jack) Spratt
1971-Robert M. Harris
1972 - Jack Patton

1973 - John W. Ash, Sr.

Standard Oil

Company

LABELLE, FLORIDA

33935




John W. Ash, Sr.

named

Grand Marshal

John W. Ash, Sr., chosen grand marshal of
the Swamp Cabbage Festival Parade for 1973, is
a long-time resident who has given generously
of his time, materials and labors for all worth-
while community projects.

A dairyman turned grass and hay farmer,
Ash has been a friend to all organizations in
LaBelle; missing charter membership in the
Lions Club by only one month, he has worked
long and faithfully for Boy Scout projects as the
Troop is sponsored by Lions Club. Equally
strong has been his support of the 4-H Clubs,
the Future Farmer organizations, and all church
youth organizations.

He has been chosen for honorary membership
in the Future Farmers chapter; has served as
director of the Hendry County Fair and Livestock
Show, is chairman of the Soil Conservation Board
of Supervisors, andas vice-chairman of the county
Agricultural Stabilization and ConservationCom-
mittee.

Mr. Ash and his wife are parents of a son,
John W. Ash, Jr. and a daughter, Mrs. Mary
Ruth (Darrell) Hampton, of San Diego. John
Ash, Jr. and his wife Nona (Williams) have a
son, Jeffrey Lynn (Thumper) and a daughter
Kathy now Mrs. Jose Santiago. This entire
family lives at API Ranch, LaBelle. Darrell
and Mary Ruth Ash Hampton are parents of
a son, Jay and a daughter Mary Lynn.




Swnunmm _
7 SONGoSTORY

Compliments of

BY —RITE Supermarket

““Where Meats Are A Speciality”’

657-2170

IMMOKALEE, FLA.




Licernsed & Insured Free Estimates

Bonded

Gene’s Electric

Commercial Residential Trailers
Contractor

P.O. Box 712 Phone 675-6551
LaBelle, Florida

Shady Oaks Restaurant

~Air Conditioned for your Comfort—

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Russe
Owners and Managers

Hwy. 80 West Tel. 675-6781

Compliments of

Sam’s Immokalee

Tavern

* Package Goods
* Trophy Lounge

800 E. Main Street
Phone 657-9971




LaBelle “66” Station

Corner of 80 & 29
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Cecil Saucier

Mechanic on Duty

at all times 675-2881

Compliments of

Kenneth B. Faux

Jo Ellen’s Dress Shop

* Miss Jane * Bodin Knit

* Portofino * Gay Gibson

* BankAmericard
* Master Charge

1402 New Market Road
Immokalee, Fla. 657-2621




Compliments of
LaBelle Motor Company
@ Authorized Ford Dealer

LaBelle, Florida
Blitz Wegman

Telephone 675-2561 44 South Bridge Street

1973 Swamp Cabbage Festival Parade

S

Saturday, February 24

The festivities on Saturday of Swamp Cabbage Festival
weekend begin with our annual parade. This parade promises
to be even bigger than last year’s parade, which was ap-
proximately two miles long.

The Swamp Cabbage Festival Parade is unique because
of the face that commercial participation is not encouraged
as in most parades. Participation is by local residents who
use native materials to decorate their floats. In addition
to the floats, there will be several walking unit- 'ncluding
five bands, bicycle units and many horses.

This year’s parade will assemble at 9:30 a.m. between
S.R. 29 and Bridge Street at the B & B Garage south of La-
Belle. Pre-judging of floats will begin at that time.

Floats will be judged in five categories this year. They
are:

Organizational, Adult

Organizational, Yonth & School
Commercial

Out of Town-Organizational & Commercial
. Grand Prize

The parade will begin promptly at 10:30 a.m. and final
judging will take place along the parade route. Winners
will be announced during the noontime festivities at Barron
Park.

Any inquiries regarding this year's parade should be made
to Larry Bennett, Parade Chairman, at P.0. Box 267, LaBelle,
Florida, Phone (813) 675-7621 (Business or (813) 675-1431
(Home).

e



LaBelle

Jaycees

Young Men of Action

We Believe:

That faith in God gives meaning and purpose
to human live,

That the brotherhood of mar. transcends
the soverignty of nations,

That economic justice can best be won '
by free men through free enterprise,

That government should be of laws rather
than of men, _

That earth’s greatest treasure lies in the
human personality,

And that service to humanity is the best
work of life.

This Booklet is an official LaBelle Jaycee Publication.




Cougratubations

to the

Citigeus o LaBelle

and the

Swamp Cabbage
Festival Committee

From all of us at

Port I2Belle

General Development Corporation @




Mel Tillis

The local football stadium
will be the setting for more
Swamp Cabbage Festival
fun, but this time it’s not
football that folks will
gather to see. The Mel
Tillis Show, starring famed
country music star Mil
Tillis and the Statesiders

y will be the attraction of
" February 23 at 8:00 p.m.

Mel Tillis, one of country
music’s leading song-

. writers, singers, comed-
ians and publishers, is billed as a Total Entertainer.
He is a regular on the Grand Ole Opry and is a fre-
quent guest on numerous popular television shows such
as the Mike Douglas Show. Mel was a regular on the
Glen Campbell Show in 70-71.

He records for MGM Records. Some of his hits
include: *‘Old Faithful’’, ‘‘Something Special’’, ‘‘Too
Lonely Too Long”’, ‘Life Turned Her That Way’’,
“‘Stateside’’, ‘‘Heart Over Mind’’, ‘‘Heaven Everyday’’,
““Who's Julie’’, ‘‘Untouched’’, ‘‘Commercial Affection’’,
“Brand New Mister Me’’, ‘I Ain’t Never’’ and many
more. His newest release is the new hit ‘‘Neon Rose’’.

Mel, a native of Tampa, Florida, later moved to Pa-
hokee, Florida, where he worked in the fields. In
1957 he wrote his first song ‘‘I'm Tired’’ and
Webb Pierce recorded it. This hit made him a pro-
fessional writer and opened many doors for him.
“Detroit Tity’’ (1962) and ‘‘Ruby Don’t Take Your
Love To Town’ )1964) were his biggest hits as a
songwriter.

Many know Mel as the singer who stutters when he
talks. Mel’s stuttering, by the way, is for real. ‘“‘Yes,”
he says ‘‘it’s for real all right. I meet people all
the time who think it’s an act! Well, it’s an act, but
it’s for real.”’




SUBARU

SOUTH GATE MOTORS

Sales & Service

3405 Fowler Street
Fort Myers, Florida 936-2173




IN LABELLE

PRESENTS
NASHVILLE RECORDING STAR

FRIDAY! 9 P.M. TO 2 A.M.

ALSO SATURDAY NIGHT9P.M.TO2 A.M.
COVER CHARGE - $1.00 PER PERSON
TURN RIGHT OFF ROUTE 80 ON ROUTE 29
nz ; um_._.m - >hﬂ°mm mwog nOCn._. IOCmm %




Al’s Auto Electric

Rebuilder of starters,
generators and alternators.

ALL MAKES
675-4305

Pickup and Delivery

Del-Ray Flying Service

SPRAYING - FERTILIZING
DUSTING

LaBelle Municipal Airport

LaBelle, Fla.

675-3041 Dorothy

Compliments of

Flora & Ella’s Restaurant

‘‘Real Southern Cuoking**

LaBelle, Florida

Pioneers. . . .Six Generations




Compliments of

DON’S Guly SERVICE

Corner Highways 29 & 80

LaBelle, Florida

Farm Fureau
Insurance

Gene J. Click, Agent

Arcade Dress Shop

The Latest Fashions in
Ladies’ Ready-To-Wear
also
Childrens and Infants Wear

Ella M. Herron Ward
Phone 675-3391 LaBelle, Florida




Stan’s

Avuto Parts

“We’ve got any part you
need, or we’ll get it.”’

Farm and Grove Supplies
Auto and Truck Parts

American Parts System

Daily Truck Pickup From
the Miami area

Tel. 675-1001

LaBelle, Florida




Wesco Tires
Inc.
El Dorado Tires

Repairs and Balancing

Tel. 675-2081

LaBelle, Floride




LaBelle

Pharmacie

(French for The Beautiful Drug Store)

Route 80 - LaBelle

Serving the Health needs of
all of Greater LabBelle.

—Tobac »
—Prescriptions

—Drugs
—Photo Supplies
—Drug Sundries

—Losmetics

Phone 675-6001

Frnie Rioux

Janece Rioux, owners



LaBelle. . . . .
French For Beautiful!

LaBelle, French for ‘‘the beautiful,”” was named
for two of Captain Francis A. Hendry’s daughters,
Laura and Belle, both now deceased. With its
giant oaks and the beauty of the nearby Caloosa-
hatchee River, many people accept the tale that a
French traveler, perhaps Pierre Denaud, the trad-
er for whom Fort Denaud was named, saw the area
in its natural setting edclaimed, ‘‘C’est LaBelle.”’
No matter what the origin of her name, LaBelle
is truly ‘‘the beautiful,”” especially to those
wearying of the hustle andbustle of the metropolis.

Greater LaBelle has a population of almost 5,000,
about one half of this lying inside the City of
LaBelle. LaBelle operates under the commis-
sion form of city government and hsi modern
water and sewage systems. The city has fin-
ancial and commercial institutions, churches of
most major denominations and modern schools.

With Port LaBelle immediately to the east of
LaBelle which may swell the area’s population
to over 200,000 in less than twenty years, many
people are concerned that LaBelle will ceasetobe
warm, friendly, family-type of place in which to
live. Aware of the pitfalls of rapid growth,
LaBelle is planning for a future in which the
city retaines its ‘‘small town charm’’ yet enjoys
the advantages of being a more urbanized and
more heavily populated area.

The people in LaBelle are proud of their
hometown and of the factors which make LaBelle
‘“‘special.”” One such factor is the unique role
women play in the community. Not only are
women elected to important positions in the
county government, located in LaBelle, but they
also furnish LaBelle with lawyer, doctors, and
owner-managers of all local restaurants. All
real estate businesses in LaBelle are alsonamed
for and operated by the fairer sex.




The Nursoryn

of S. W. Flotida, Ore.

20,000 plants to choose from. . . .

Landscaping - Lawn Care - Fertilizers
- Insecticides -

Packaged Deals-We Finance
Tel. (813) 728-2122

——NEFT DOOR TO——

Dan’s Saw & Mower Service

Far end of Joel Blvd.

LeHigh Acres

The Discovery Room

Hundreds of

*Gift Items *Homecrafts
*Imports *Antiques

off-beat and unusual items

Snack Bar Now Open!!

ORANGE SPECIAL—READY PICKED OR PICK

YOUR OWN at REGULAR PRICE!

BONUS!- — — — One quart of fresh squeezed
juice with each bushel.

‘““At the sign of the Galleon”’

Webb’s

Creekside Grove
ALVA, FLA.
Hwy. 80 at Bedman Creek 728-2049




B

o
LaBelle Insurance Agency
‘‘Everything Insurable Insured’’

Highway 80 P.0. Box 7125

LaBelle, Florida
Phone 675-2991
Agent: Merle D. White

Nutrition Content

of Swamp Cabbage

The composition of cooked swamp cabbage per
cup (100 gram) is:

21 kilo calories

2.2 grams protein

.2 grams fat

3.9 grams carbohydrates

55 milligrams calcium

1.5 milligrams iron

5200 international units Vitamin A
.050 mg thiamine

.080 mg ribroflavin

16 mg vitamin C




h ™ ﬁ‘i‘..LL"

numw

Compliments of

KELLY TRACTOR CO.

Miami @ Clewiston @ West Palm Beach @ Fort Myers




Pioneer of the Year

The 1973 Swamp Cabbage Festival marks the
sixth individual or family to be honored as Pio-
neer of the Year. These families andindividuals,
all of whom have lived in the LaBelle area for
some 70 years, have an undying love for LaBelle
and a true pioneer spirit.

1969 - Mrs. M. E. Forrey andthe Burke Famlly

1970 - The W. T. Hull, Sr., Family

1971 - The Washington Hall Family

1972 - The Thomas Howard Family

1973 - The Capt. Francis A. Hendry Family

$

2. i S




Compliments of

Hendry County Title

and

Abstract Co.

Abstracts of Title
and
Title Insurance

Box 668 675-3261
LaBelle, Fla.

WELCOME
TO THE

Swamp Cabbage

Festival

From

DAVIS OIL CO. D & M TRAILER PARK
674-4961 675-7491

STANDARD
OIL

Yeoman’s Standard Service

LaBelle, Florida

675-2751




LaBelle Plant World, Inec.

Corner Hwy. 80 & 80 N

VEGETABLE PLANTS - NURSERY
LANDSCAPING




Vivian M. Carroii
Reg. Real Estate Broker

“*Get a lot while you are young’’

Hwy. 29 -- One Mile North of River Bridge

LaBelle, Florida

Tel. OR 5-2741

Marine Work Ditches
Lake (Sea) Walls Lakes
Pile Driving Canals

Hugh (Bill) Carroll

““Have Rig, Have To Dig"
Crane-Dragline- Ciamshell
Hauling Heavy Equipment

Bill Carroll, Inc.
P.0O. Box 601
LaBelle, Florida Phone 675-2741



Compliments of

Gutwein Groves Inc.

LaBelle, Florida

Caloosa Fashions

*Ladies Dresses  *Sportswear
*Children’'s Wear *Men’s Wear

“Our Lay-A-Way Plan Works Fine.....Use IT!”
675-6921

Highway 29 South LaBelle, Florida

Compliments of

Curry’s Sugar Shack

SNACK BAR : ' SHORT ORDERS

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

659-3323

Owner: Mrs. A, B, Curry

MAIN STREET — IMMOKALEE




LaBelle Building
Supply, Inec.

* Redi-Mix Concrete * Lumber
* Sherman Williams Paint * Hardware

“All Your Building Needs”

Tel. 675-3931

Hwy 29 South
LaBelle, Florida

Compliments of

Hendry Fruit Co., Inc.

Licensed Fruit Dealer

Wesley Hansen

Contract Harvesting and Hauling

Local and Long Distance Hauling

Tel. 675-5431 LaBelle, Florida




Miss
Cindy Bass

1972 Swamp
Cabbage Queen

Caloosa Motors

Authorized Sales & Service
For
Plymouth - Chrysler - Jeep

Grand Opening - Dodge
During Swamp Cabbage Festival

Hwy. 29 South LaBelle

Tel. 675-3211



Hendry County 4-H
Youth on the Move

Over 800 youth from 9 - 19 are involved in ‘‘Learning By
Doing'’. They are active in a vast variety of projects offered
through the 4-H program. Through adult and teen leader super-
vision these youngsters are exploring new fields of interest
for fun as well as acquiring knowledge.

Making a dress, grooming a show animal, training a horse or
making ceramics are all part of 4-H. The interests are as
varied as the individuals.

'l'hrn'ugh the use of two Youth Coordinating Instructors and
moving 4-H into the school system the number of youths in-
volved has increased more than 4007, in one year,

The 4-H program moves forward through the use of concerned
volunteer adults. This is an excellent opportunity for adults
who care about today's youth to provide the leadership needed.

YOUTH OR ADULTS - 4-H NEEDS YOU

Spencer’s Motel

WORKING MAN’S STORE

OPEN SUNDAY'’S
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.

Monday thru Friday 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday’s 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.

BEER & WINE

SHOES & BOOTS

““A Little Something For Everyone’’

Hwy. 29S LaBelle, Fla.




Sabal Palm

Common Name - Cabbage Tree

The Sabal Palm, or Cabbage Tree, is the State
Tree of Florida. It grows throughout Florida; the
tree is not damaged bv cold in any part of the State
and is well adapted for landscape use.

" The Cabbage Tree attains a maximum height of
80 feet with a trunk diameter of two feet or less,
During early life, the trunk is clothed with ‘‘boots™
remaining from decayed leaf-stalks. As the tree
grows older, these fall away leaving a fairly smooth
trunk., The leaves, which are fan-shaped and shiny,
dark green in color, reach a maximum length of
about five feet and a somewhat wider breadth.

The bud is harvested for food when the tree

reaches from 12 to 20 feet. The approxmlately
three foot bud is swamp cabbage. Because of
natural seeding, several cabbage trees will replace
each one cut for food. The new trees will yield -
swamp cabbage in from three to five years.

Compliments of

L. M. Jennings

Hardware

A Complete Line of Hardware

‘“‘Since 1911’

Hardware - Houseware
Sporting Goods
Western & Work Boots

Tel. 675-2311
LaBelle, Florida




General

Mobile Home Sales

COMPLETE MOBILE HOME
SALES AND SERVICE

Miladies Pleasure
Beauty Salon

DEVILS GARDEN ROAD
675-2321

Ferrie
Mary

Christmas & Sons

24 Hr. WRECKER SERVICE

Used Auto Parts

675-2964 or 675-2084

Hwy. 29 LaBelle, Fla.




WHERE SHOPPING IS A PLEASURE

S&H

Quality

Green

and

Stamps

Service

Publix

Sunshine Plaza LeHigh Acres

“‘A iittle farther for a lot more’’



Starlite Moiel

A
Superior Motel

Efficiencies - Rooms

Wishing to commend The
LaBelle Jaycees for their

superior work.

Dunc & Kay Fields

Owners

675-3181 LaBelle, Fla.




Compliments of

Goodno

Farms
Inc.

Ford - Hanshaw

Tolar

Tel. 675-5111

LaBelle, Florida Box 191




Pioneer Family

of the Year

The family of Capt. Francis Asbury Hendry, for whom Hendry
County is named, has been chosen as Pioneer Family of the Year
of the 1973 Swamp Cabbage Festival. The selection also recog-
nizes the Golden Anniversary of Hendry County.

Born in Thomas County, Georgia, in 1833, Hendry came to
Florida with his parents at age 18, marriedand entered the cattle
business the following year.

He moved his herd to the Caloosahatchee River Valley and his
family to Fort Myers after the Civil War, because he saw the
vast possibilities of the then undeveloped region.

As his cattle prospered he introduced new techniques; he
fenced pastures and planted them with improved grasses; he
added full-blooded Jerseys to upgrade his range cattle. He
became the owner of 50,000 head of cattle and was known as
the Cattle King of South Florida.

Hendry built a ranch home at Fort Thompson and moved his
family there; he laid out a small town nearby and named it
LaBelle, honoring his daughter, Belle.

Patterning his life after his idol, General Robert E. Lee, he
became a community leader; he served as state senator in
1875 and 1877 before the creation of Lee County. He was a mem-
ber of the first City Commission of Fort Myers and of the first
County Commission of Lee. He served the new county as state
representative from 1893 to 1904.

His death occurred before the creation of Hendry County,
but because of his close association and his influence in the
pioneering days of the area, his name was chosen when the
county was created from Lee County. '

Capt. and Mrs. Hendry raised eight of their eleven children
to maturity. Their descendants and relatives bear names well
known in the state; among them: Barineau, Carlton, Evans,
Foxworthy, Heitman, Hart, Kantz, Kelley, Knight, Lanier, Line-
baugh, Miner, Martin, Murdock, Menge, Parker, Roberts, Spences,
Wilder and Wall.




Tom Gaskins
CYPRESS KNEE MUSEUM

Factory - Sales - 2,000 ft. catwalk

Arctic Cat snowmobiles, Arctic Ssscat
Minibikes - Turkey Calls

Beautiful wood - Rare shapes

On all Florida Road Maps
On U. S. Highway 27

West of Lake Okeechobee n PALMDALE, FLA.




LaBelle is ancient

The LaBelle area has been known to man for
hundreds - perhaps thousands - of years. From
all over South Florida, the Caloosa Indians, the
paramount tribe, came to the Caloosahatchee near
LaBelle to hold seasonal religious rites. In the
1760’s, the last remnants of the once mighty
and powerful Caloosas emigrated tothe Bahamas.
In the 1820’s, a ‘‘permanent’’ Seminole Indian
Reservation was set up south of the Caloosa-
hatchee:; later, the Seminoles were replaced by
American settlers. _

During the Second Seminole Indiar War, frontier
forts were built within ten miles of LaBelle to
protect settlers from marauding Indians. One,
Fort Denaud - a few miles west of LaBelle -
lives on as a settlement. Others, Fort Thompson -
used by the Confederate ‘‘Cow Cavalry’ during
the Civil War - Forts Keais, Simmons and T. B.
Adams have disappeared and are but a memory
to even the oldest pioneers.

The Caloosahatchee River has been both boon
and bane to LaBelle. Early settlers depended on
the river for transportation, but the river would -
from time to time - overflow its banks and
endanger lives, homes and crops. From 1880
to 1930, steamboats plied the Caloosahatchee
carrying freight, passengers and mail.

Now, the Caloosahatchee - widened, deepened
and broadened - is part of the Okeechobee Water -
way connecting Florida’s two coasts. The river
is used for transportation, recreation and irri-
gation of agricultural lands; also, area residents
have no fear of floods which were a certainty
in earlier times.

The LaBelle area is well-known for hunting
and fishing. The Caloosahatchee affords many
pleasurable hours to the boater, fisherman, and
waterskier. The banks of the river in the La-
Belle - Fort Denaud area abound with fossils -
both vertebrate and invertebrate - and attract
both amateur and professional paleontologists.




Former Festival Queens

1967 - Miss Linda Stilwell

1968 - Mrs. Debra Cordell Willis
1969 - Miss Judy Burgess

1970 - Miss Laura Miller

1971 - Miss Sherri Lynn Woosley
1972 - Miss Cindy Bass

Compliments of

LaBelle Sweet Shop

Snack Bar

Featuring Delicious Short Orders

Tel. 675-5971

=

— 40 Modern Units —

*Heated Pool *Efficiencies
Telephone 675-2971 Highway 80

LaBelle, Florida




NOBLES PACKING COMPANY

“Home of the IFamous Neri Pak!”

Immokalee, Florida

NOBLES FARMS

Grove and Ranch

LaBelle, Florida



Hendry Co. Child Development Center

sponsored by C.A.M.P.

We will sell a variety of foods at the
Swamp Cabbage Festival, both Ameri-
can and Mexican dishes. The purpose
is to build a larger care center.

Hope to see everyone!
Sister Zechaoka

$1.25 adults 75¢ children
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Lills Bar & Grill

. Specializing in Good
Steaks and Seafood

Located Hwy. 80
1 1/2 miles West of LaBelle




. Hope you Enjoy your Day

Davidson’s Cleaners

& Men’s Wear

Telephone 675-2631 LaBelle, Fla.




We specialize in custom built
United States Steel Homes & Design.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

813-675-6822

Harold Virgin Contracting

461 Caloosa Estates Dr. LaBelle, Fla.

Sabal Palm Use

Sabal Palm fiber is the only natural brush
fiber grown and processed in quantity in the
United States. Cutting crews roam the range
lands near LaBelle, taking the buds from stands
of Sabal Palm with chain saws or axes.

After cutting, the buds, or swamp cabbage,
are loaded onto bunch trucks and carried to a
consolidation point where they are loaded onto
tractor trailers for shipment to the processing
plant in Jacksonville.

Processing the Sabal Palm buds is an involved
and difficult operation. First, the individual
fibers must be separated by a cooking process.
The pieces are then shredded by specially de-
signed machines. The individual fibers are
treated to give them greater resiliency. The
fibers are then sorted for color and length uni-
formity, bundled and trimmed. The fiber is
finally packed and shippedto brush manufacturers
all over the world to be made into many dif-
ferent types of brushes and whisk brooms.




From the Kitchen of
Mary and Glenn Dyess

Glenn Dyess cuts all the swamp cabbage that his wife, Mary,
uses for the festival. Mary cooks swamp cabbage in many de-
licious ways. The Dyesses do this every year for Grandma For-
rey's Swamp Cabbage Exhibit at the Arcade on Bridge Street.

SWAMP CABBAGE PATTIES

2 cups cooked swamp cabbage (drained) 1 slightly beaten egg

1 2 cup fine chopped onion salt and pepper to taste
Mix above ingredients. Add flour to make stiff mixture. Drop
by teaspoon into hot grease (about 1 inch grease in fry pan).

Fry until brown - serve hot.

SWAMP CABBAGE SALAD

Soak raw cabbage in strong salt water about 20 minutes. Drain.
Add boiled egg. pickles and mayonnaise to taste.
Add another vegetable you might like in a salad mix.

SWAMP CABBAGE SALAD

1 head lettuce. torn into bite size pieces

1 avocado, diced

2 cups raw cabbage (soak in strong salt water for 20 minutes.
drain) French dressing. salt and pepper to taste.

SWAMP CABBAGE WITH POTATOES

Cabbage. soak in strong salt water 20 minutes, drain well.
Potatoes peeled and quartered. Cured ham cut in 2-inch pieces.
Salt and pepper to taste. Cook until done. Onions may be added.

SWAMP CABBAGE WITH CORNED BEEF

1 or 2 swamp cabbage

1 can corned beef

Fix cabbage. put into pot with one can corned beef, 1/2 stick
oleo. salt and pepper to taste. Cook until cabbage is done.

SWAMP CABBAGE WITH TOMATOES

swamp cabbage

canned tomatoes or (peeled fresh)
white bacon

onion

Fry bacon in pot. Add cabbage. cut up onion and tomatoes, salt
and pepper to taste. Cook until cabbage is done.



Blanche’s Flower and Gift Shop

““For all your Flower Needs’’
We Wire Anywhere
Phone: 675-6021 LaBelle, Florida

Bridge Street

Across from Hendry County Bank

““As Near As Your Phone’’

Don & Flo Frankle’s . . .
. . . Lehigh Photo Service
ANY PICTURE -~ ANYWHERE ~ ANYTIME

105 Lincoln Ave. 369-1808
Lehigh Acres, Florida 33936 369-1709




Swamp Cabbage
Air Show

The 1973 Swamp Cabbage Air Show will be the
climax of the IAC Florida Aerobatic Contest
where pilots compete to see who can do the best
maneuvers, such as loops, slow rolls and Cuban
8's. The Air Show, itself, will begin on Sunday,
February 25, 1973, at 1:30 p.m. Aerobatic
Champions will demonstrate their skill in aero-
batic maneuvers, and there will be other thrilling
events.

The IAC Florida Aerobatic Contest held prior
to the Swamp Cabbage Air Show is the only
scheduled contest in Florida prior to the National
Aerobatic Contest.

Visitors to previous Swamp Cabbage Air Shows
will recall the aerphatic skill of World Champion
Woman Aerobatic pilot, Mary Gaffaney. In this
year’s contest and Swamp Cabbage Air Show, Mrs.
Gaffaney is expected tooutdo her previous efforts.



“Let Our Experience Work For You. .
Again This Year’’

Contract Your Work Early To Be Assured
Of Timely Application!

Introducing Micronair
Dispersal Equipment to S. W. Fla.

Aero-Chem, Inec.

A. Clay Craichy

Tel. 675-3661 LaBelle, Florida




City of LaBelle

welcomes you to
Swamp Cabbage Festival

Mayor
L.J. Nobles, Jr.

Commissioners
W.G. Hollingsworth
T.A. Smith
J.R. Spratt, Jr.
J.H. Thomas

Best wishes
on your annual Festival
from the

Clewiston

Inn

owned and operated by

United States Sugar Corporation

Clewiston, Florida




TRADING

‘“‘A Store of Stores’’

“Welcome to

Cabbage Country’

Headquarters for:

9

Groceries Meats Leather Goods
Hardware  Clothing Ice

Levis Feed Boots

3 Firearms 4 _
Phone 675-2221 LaBelle, Fla.




