


Churchstow Parish Council
 Minutes
of the meeting held on Tuesday 21st October 2025
Held at Churchstow Church Hall @ 7:30pm

Present:  Cllrs Stewart (Chair), Hind, Woodley, Green, Barrett-Burn. Louisa Pepperell (Clerk). Cllr Lee Bonham (SHDC).
Apologies: Cllr Williams, Bromfield and Barrett-Burn. Cllr Louise Wainwright (DDC).
Chairman’s Welcome.  
10 Minute Public Forum.  No members of the public attended.
Minutes from the last meeting (22/09/2024):  These were signed by Cllr Stewart.
DCC Cllr Report:  Cllr Wainwright was not present but had sent an email with points of note, the Clerk read this and a discussion was had regarding the invitation by Cllr Wainwright to attend a meeting of parishes in regard to the reorganisation of local government on the 29th November, Cllrs Stewart and Hind felt they would attend.
SHDC Cllr Bonham Report:  Cllr Bonham had attended the meeting at South Hams Business Park rearding Highways and drainage, he suggested the PC contact the business park to thank them for the meeting and ask them to confirm their action plan. A discussion was had regarding the upcoming restructuring of local government, options and decisions are still being discussed. SHDC are encouraging residents to recycle more and they have provided more information on their website about what is recyclable.

Matters arising from last minutes:
S106 Gate.  Cllr Hind was still to contact the local workman regarding this as he had been ill, he will proceed with this as it was now known that he had returned to work.
 S106 Clearing.  The Clerk reported that she had received a price for the clearing work, a discussion was had and it was agreed that the Clerk would go back for clarification of exactly how the brambles would be dealt with in terms of debris and regrowth. Cllr Stewart proposed that the Lengthsman may also be a potential for doing the clearing work and Cllr Woodley suggested he may speak to a local farmer to ask if they would be prepared to do it with a hedge trimmer. Cllr Stewart also suggested a charitable company he had heard of that do land clearing and eco work, Cllr Bonham knew of the company and said he would forward the contact details.
VAS Sign.  It was agreed that the VAS sign seems to be working better now, Cllr Stewart is to monitor it’s performance and proceed with new batteries as agreed before if necessary.
Lengthsman.  Cllr Stewart confirmed he had arranged for the lengsthman to come and clear out all the drains and report back how long that took and provide a price for ongoing maintenance.

Clerk’s Report:   
Invoices Payable.  Payments were agreed for Clerk salary £475.54 and £20.03 expenses, and Cllr Woodley for grasscutting £105.
Highways.  The Clerk reported that Highways have provided extra funding to fit a culvert under Pooley Lane prior to its resurfacing which will be blanked off so the business park can use it as a conduit, connect to it. Cllr Stewart had attended a meeting at South Hams Business Park regarding the drainage, SHBP are due to install holding tanks either side of the road and there was reference to a soakaway being made available in the field below the road. It was mentioned at the meeting that there is a tree on the bank which may be in the way, it is in bad condition and it is thought it has a TPO on it, the Clerk is to contact the business park and forward the Tree Department contact details and suggest they contact them to ask if the TPO can be removed.
Cllr Stewart reported that there were speed recording vehicles in the parish recently, the Clerk is to contact Highways and ask if the PC can be provided with any data they may have gleaned.
A discussion was had regarding a crash that happened in the village where a car drove in to a property wall opposite the church, the A379 was at a standstill for a couple of hours, Cllr Stewart suggested the idea of having a priority right of way at the pinch point opposite the church, the Clerk is to contact Highways to ask if this would be considered.
Planning Enquiry.  The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with Planning regarding the request that they investigate some works in the parish, Planning were to carry out a site visit so this is in hand.
 
Additional Matter:
S106 Committee & Meeting.  The Clerk relayed an email she had received from SHDC Planning following her sending in the most recent drawings showing proposed move of the footpath, there are two options for altering the planning but it was agreed a the priority is to have the land cleared, set up the committee and then discuss the planning route options.
Christmas Lights Event.  It was confirmed that this is to be 30th November, timings as usual 4pm to 6pm with the lights switch on at 5pm. The Clerk is to order the wine and chocolate children gift boxes (same quantities as last year), soft drinks, napkins and cups needed. Cllr Woodley is to order the same amount of pasties and sausage rolls as last year. The Clerk is ask Cllr Barrett-Burn to produce the poster and leaflet and order them in time for distribution. The Clerk is to also contact Children’s Hospice South West to see if they would be able to have a representative present as last year as it was a lovely addition to the party. The Clerk is also to arrange sealed donation boxes for the event.
Councillor Advocate Scheme.  Cllr Williams was not present to report.

Any Other Business:  The Clerk shared a request from someone who lives and works locally who is looking for some land for sale to build a home on and also plant a community orchard. No one knew of any land at present.
Mike Langman has kindly said he has some festive lights that could be put on the big tree by the bus stop. Cllr Woodley confirmed electricity source for these.
Cllr Green followed up on the request to see if the 164 bus service could include Churchstow, the Clerk confirmed she had chased Cllr Wainwright as requested on this and was hoping to hear from her tonight but as she was not present the Clerk would send an email to chase again.

The meeting closed at 8:55pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th November 2025 @7:30pm in Churchstow Church Hall.



