


Churchstow Parish Council
 Minutes
of the meeting held on Tuesday 21st April 2026
Held at Churchstow Church Hall @ 7:30pm

Present:  Cllrs Stewart (Chair), Hind, Woodley, Williams, Green, Bromfield. Louisa Pepperell (Clerk). Cllr Wainwright (DCC).
Apologies: Cllr Barrett-Burn. Cllr Wainwright.
Chairman’s Welcome.  
10 Minute Public Forum.  No members of the public attended.
Minutes from the last meeting (17/03/2025):  These were signed by Cllr Stewart.
DCC Cllr Report:  Cllr Wainwright was not present.
SHDC Cllr Report:  Cllr Bonham supplied the following report - You have probably seen the reply from SHDC and from Caroline Voaden MP on the questions of  planning and Neighbourhood Plans. Caroline supports the idea of a meeting for Parish Councils to discuss these topics. I was pleased to contribute £300 from my Localities Fund to the new Churchstow community land. SHDC is allowing free parking in Kingsbridge Quay and Fore Street car parks, from 2 p.m. each day while work takes place to fix the culvert. There is a retrospective planning application for the siting of a temporary agricultural workers dwelling / mobile home at Mary Mills Farm Sorley Green SHDC has worked hard to protect the leisure provision across the area and ensure there are no interruptions to service after Fusion Lifestyle, who ran the services, went into administration. A contract with a new provider has been agreed. SHDC is administering the new Crisis and Resilience Fund which can provide support for low-income households who experience unexpected financial shocks, and for households reliant on heating oil. Thank you to everyone who responded to the public consultation on Local Government Reorganisation.
The Clerk thanked Cllr Bonham for his £300 locality funds.
Cllr Bonham also alerted the PC to the Economic Development Plan that Kingsbridge are undertaking, the Clerk is to discuss this when she meets the town clerk in May.
Matters arising from last minutes:
Emergency Plan.  The Clerk has arranged a meeting with Kingsbridge Town Clerk for the 11th May to discuss this further.
Noticeboard.  The Clerk gave some more information about the noticeboard, Cllr Bromfield is going to re-check it.
Personal Details.  The Clerk has removed addresses and telephone numbers from the website, she is still looking up the best process to move all councillors to .gov email addresses.
Planning Decisions.  The Clerk has had contact with SHDC Planning Department and is now in receipt of weekly emails that publish results of planning applications.
Road Warden.  Cllr Bromfield had approached a resident regarding the road warden role but they did not wish to fulfil it. The Clerk has reached out the the Lengthsman regarding this role but is yet to have a conversation to discuss. She will continue to try and speak with him.

Clerk’s Report:   
Invoices Payable.  Payments were agreed for Clerk salary £490.10, grass cutting £48, church hall hire £162, DALC membership £219.70, S106 Signage £96, SHDC payroll services £120.
Highways.  The Clerk relayed that she had reported concerns of diminished and broken road markings and signs at Sorley Cross on the DCC Highways portal. She had also communicated again with Highways regarding the removal of non charitable / local event signage in the parish.
Cllr Williams raised concern on the camber of the road at Sorley Cross, the Clerk is to raise this with Highways.
S106 Land.  The Clerk had received two quotes for radar surveys to locate the water and waste pipes, they were £795 plus vat and £1350 plus vat. This was discussed and it was agreed that Cllr Green and the Clerk will try and source cheaper surveys.  The Clerk presented two A3 privacy signs for the land, Cllr Stewart is to arrange the installation. The Clerk had also reached out to 5 companies regarding ecology surveys, the last of which informed her that there is an exemption being introduced in July that land less than 0.2 hectares will no longer be required to carry out a survey, this was discussed and it was agreed that any works would not be happening before July so the need for a report should now be negated.

Additional Matter:
Accounts / AGAR. Cllr Stewart has nearly completed the accounts, these will be agenda’d for May meeting which will give enough time to submit them to the accountants and produce the AGAR form ready for submission by July.
Cllr Hind – report from Modbury meeting. Cllr Hind attended the recent Neighbourhood Area Committee meeting in Modbury. Cllr Hind gave a full report to the PC. The main take away points were that there is concern that Parish Councils won’t have much say in things when the Local Government Reorganisation goes Unitary, Cllr Hind felt it was a good idea to have parish councils in an area unite. It was felt that it was inevitable that precepts will have to increase to cover rising costs of equipment and or wages
Councillor Advocate Scheme.  Cllr Williams informed the PC that there was nothing to report on this matter.

Any Other Business:  Cllr Woodley raised the question of who has paid for the recently installed footpath and bus stop near Stumpy Post roundabout, did it require planning, who carried out the work, what justification is there for it? The Clerk is to contact Highways to get answers to these questions. Cllr Stewart raised concerns for the safety of it’s use due to the fast traffic on that road, this concern is also to be expressed to Highways.
Cllr Green requested that Cllr Williams ask via the Community Advocate Scheme whether the police speed camera that is regularly in the area please park and record in the village also.
The Clerk had been contacted by a resident who was unable to catch the bus one Sunday due to the cars parked in the bus stop. This was discussed and the Clerk is to contact the bus company to request that it ensures it stops for passengers regardless.

The meeting closed at 9pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th May 2026 @7:30pm in Churchstow Church Hall.




