Churchstow Parish Council
 Minutes
of the meeting held on Tuesday 21st April 2026
Held at Churchstow Church Hall @ 7:30pm

Present:  Cllrs Stewart (Chair), Hind, Woodley, Williams, Bromfield. Louisa Pepperell (Clerk). Cllr Bonham (SHDC).
Apologies: Cllrs Green, Barrett-Burn. Cllr Wainwright (DCC).
Chairman’s Welcome.  
10 Minute Public Forum.  No members of the public attended.
Minutes from the last meeting (21/04/2025):  These were signed by Cllr Stewart.
DCC Cllr Report:  Cllr Wainwright was not present.
SHDC Cllr Report:  Cllr Bonham supplied the following report: Residents have raised concerns over the recent road closure in the village. You may have seen that signs have been placed in the Kingsbridge car parks to let people know about the free parking. I know that the South Hams Way group have contacted the Chair about a footpath to Kingsbridge. SHDC has published its Annual Report showing the achievements and highlights from the past year. The key points included work on water quality, 14,000 more trees planted, 10 new electric vehicles, plans for 10 new affordable homes in Kingsbridge, support for local markets, progress on new employment sites near Sherford, improvement in recycling rates now at 49%, improvements at the Kingsbridge Leisure Centre and help for communities during the recent emergencies. The report can be found on the news page of SHDC web site. Kingsbridge Town Council has launched its consultation on its Community Economic Plan, and nearby residents are invited to give their views. This could include Churchstow. SHDC and the Business Information Point (BIP) is offering support for start ups and existing businesses - all completely free of charge. This support is eligible for any business based in the South Hams. Sustainable South Hams is running a “Rally for Nature” at the Rivers and Moorlands Festival on Friday 5th June from 11am till 8:30pm in Ivybridge, supported by SHDC.
Matters arising from last minutes:
Noticeboard.  The damp ingress was discussed again, although the Clerk noted that the front viewing panel was not currently suffering from damp being on it. The noticeboard is to be inspected again to see if it can be sealed from above to stop damp getting down the back via the wall. 
Road Warden.  Cllr Stewart reported on a meeting he had attended regarding this scheme. Both Cllr Stewart and the Clerk had reached out to the parish lengthsmanto ask if he would consider carrying out repairs as part of his paid role, this was not a possibility for him at present. The conclusion is that the Parish Council really need to appoint a Road Warden. The logistics were discussed and the Clerk is to reach out to neighbouring parishes to share information and potentially link up to share road warden(s) and volunteer(s) as a way forward. 
Radar Survey for S106 Land.  The Clerk had not been able to find a cheaper quote than originally found (£795+vat), Cllr Green had not reported that he had been able to source a  competitive quote either. This was discussed and it was agreed thatwould contact Livewest and Kier to check they did not hold exact location information for the pipeworks on the S106 land. This could also be brought for discussion to the site meeting to be held in June with Livewest and Kier (see below).

Clerk’s Report:   
Invoices Payable.  Payments were agreed for Clerk salary £490.10 and expenses of £11.99. Grass cutting of £134.40 and S106 Land clearance of £600. Cllr Stewart is to action these payments.
Highways.  The recent road closure in the village was discussed, the Clerk has contacted Highways, Cllr Louise Wainright and the Road Closure department in DCC to stress the impact a road closure did and would have. And request a site visit to discuss alternative options prior to works going ahead. 
The Clerk had spoken to Transport who confirmed that the Island Bus Stop and pathways had been paid for by the park owners and Transport and did not require any involvement from Planning or consultation with the parish council, it was not Highways funding that paid for the works. The Clerk had also contacted Highways regarding the poor state of the levels at Sorley crossroads, there has since been a repair to the deterioration, but Highways cited the differing levels as the reason why they cannot justify a solution to this problematic junction as a roundabout would incur too much cost.
S106 Land – Livewest Communications & Site Name.  The Clerk had been contacted by Livewest who had been contacted by Kier regarding the road adoption and footpath for the S106 land. A site meeting has been set up for 10th June for this to be discussed.

Additional Matters:
Accounts / AGAR. Cllr Stewart produced copies of the accounts and gave the paperwork to the Clerk. It was noted that there was approx. £4500 income over expenditure left after this year which is to be reinvested. Cllr Stewart would also like to create separate accounts for the usual parish council financial activity and the S106 land income and expenditure going forward. The Clerk confirmed that she will hand in the accounts and AGAR forms to Morgans the Accountants and they are due to be returned ready for sign off and completion at the June meeting ready for the 1st of July deadline.
Planning Application – 0846/26/FUL – Land at Sx 731 465 Sorley Green.  The Clerk produced plans, statements and comments for the planning application which were discussed. It was agreed that a comment of ‘no comment’ was to be submitted.
Planning Policy Meeting.  The Clerk provided Cllrs with details for a meeting that Caroline Voaden MP is holding following Louise Wainwright reporting to her the dissatisfaction of parish councils at the over-riding of Neighbourhood Plans in recent planning applications. The Clerk is to forward the invite email to all Cllrs so those who wish to attend can rsvp. Cllr Stewart commented his appreciation of both Louise and Caroline for acting on this matter, which was agreed by all present.
Councillor Advocate Scheme.  Cllr Williams informed the PC that there was nothing to report on this matter.

Any Other Business:  None.

The meeting closed at 8:50pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th June 2026 @7:30pm in Churchstow Church Hall.

