


Churchstow Parish Council
 Minutes
of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th November 2025
Held at Churchstow Church Hall @ 7:30pm

Present:  Cllrs Stewart (Chair), Hind, Woodley, Green, Williams, Bromfield. Louisa Pepperell (Clerk). Cllr Lee Bonham (SHDC).
Apologies: Cllr Barrett-Burn. Cllr Louise Wainwright (DDC).
Chairman’s Welcome.  A special welcome was given to Cllr Williams on his return to council duties after an illness.
10 Minute Public Forum.  No members of the public attended.
Minutes from the last meeting (21/10/2025):  These were signed by Cllr Stewart.
DCC Cllr Report:  Cllr Wainwright was not present at this meeting. The Clerk had forwarded her November report via email when it had been received.
SHDC Cllr Bonham Report:  Cllr Bonham gave the following report; I understand that land near Osborne Newton Cottages has been partially cleared up. South Hams Council, together with Devon’s other 7 district councils plans to respond to governments request to reorganise local government in the county. The optimum model for reshaping Devon’s local authorities is called 4:5:1 - South Hams will join with West Devon, Teignbridge, and Torbay to give a new Unitary council with 425,000 residents. SHDC believes this plan is the most effective and financially sustainable model, delivering better public services, while ensuring decisions are made closer to residents and reflect local needs. We want to thank people who took part in the surveys and engagement meetings. There will be more consultation at the next stages. Local Government reorganisation includes ideas for new local hubs or area committees. Cllr Louise Wainwright at DCC has organised a meeting on Saturday the 29 th November for all local Parish Councils to discuss the idea of Neighbourhood Area Committees. As a follow-up to the recent Energy Assembly, SHDC is supporting an online event,  Dealing with Energy and Net zero myths and Misinformation.at 7.30pm on 27th November. SHDC is working to make sure residents have safe, good quality homes. We recently helped improve 46 properties across the District. We have now launched the Warmer Homes Grant – a three-year scheme to improve up to 80 more homes, tackling cold, damp and energy efficiency. The scheme will open in early 2026.

Matters arising from last minutes:
S106 Gate.  Cllr Stewart has removed the gorse bush by the S106 gate, he will purchase a new padlock and chain to replace the one that is on there, Cllr Hind offered to help. When Cllr Stewart can get his vehicle in the gate he will shred the tree and pull out the root of necessary.
VAS Sign.  Cllr Stewart has purchased two new batteries which are installed and working well.  The company (Elancity) did advise batteries usually have a lifespan of 2 to 3 years so the old batteries had done very well.
Lengthsman.  The Clerk relayed an update from the Lengthsman on areas he has tackled so far. The Clerk is to contact the Lengthsman and ask if he had made contact with the farmer regarding Pump Lane, if he had or would look at the flooding on the Thurlestone road just past Elston Cottages, the lane just after Bantham roundabout going towards Bantham and the drain by the pub. Also to request the cost of the work so far and how many hours he sees ongoing maintenance works to be and the cost for that.

Clerk’s Report:   
Invoices Payable.  Payments were agreed for Clerk salary £490.10 and expenses to repay supplies for the Lights party of £173.18. Also £490.10 for the two VAS sign batteries.
S106 Clearing.  The Clerk reported on answers regarding the quote received by Fairway Lawncare and the removal / treatment of brambles. It was agreed that the Clerk would request they go ahead with the clearing of the land as soon as they are available.
Highways.  The Clerk relayed a response from Highways regarding the question as to whether a priority right of way could be installed by the bus stop, the answer was no due to traffic backing up. The Clerk had requested speed information from Highways from recent monitoring by them and the police, Highways are trying to get that information to forward on. The Clerk read an email she had received from the Business Park regarding the drainage work on Pooley Lane, this was appreciated by the PC.

Additional Matter:
S106 Land.  Once the land is cleared the PC will attend to organising a committee to progress developing the S106 land in the new year.
Christmas Lights Event.  The Clerk had purchased the supplies and delivered them to the church hall.  The Clerk had spoken to Danielle the representative from Childrens Hospice South West who had confirmed she would attend the event and would also supply donation boxes. The Clerk confirmed to Cllr Woodley for him to order 30 sausage rolls, 25 meat pasties and 10 cheese and onion pasties, and also for him to buy tea, coffee, sugar and milk. Cllr Woodley is also to ask the parishioners who usually supply some baked goods if they would like to do this this year, he is then to tell Cllr Bromfield what is to be supplied as Cllr Bromfield has offered to bake for the event.
Councillor Advocate Scheme.  Cllr Williams commented that there was nothing to report at present relating to our parish.

Any Other Business:  Cllr Green had become aware that the Christmas Lights event flyer had been produced without mention of Mike Langman on them, the parish council take full responsibility for not noticing this error in the rush to get to print. The Clerk is to send Mike an official apology and update the flyer posts on Facebook and the noticeboard to state how the PC’s involvement in this event is in support of Mike and the amazing work he does in putting up the lights and raising so many funds for Childrens Hospice South West.
Cllr Green brought up the response the Clerk had received from Louise Wainright on behalf of the bus service regarding the 164 bus and the PC’s request the route include Churcshtow which was refused. This was discussed and it was agreed the Clerk is to go back to Louise and request how they can request this be looked at further, or to continue the discussion of how this may be made possible.
Cllr Green offered to help Cllr Woodley dress the big tree by the bus shelter for Christmas.
Cllr Bromfield will be delivering leaflets for the Lights event by the end of the weekend.

The meeting closed at 8:45pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 20th January 2026 @7:30pm in Churchstow Church Hall.




