


Churchstow Parish Council
 Minutes
of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2026
Held at Churchstow Church Hall @ 7:30pm

Present:  Cllrs Stewart (Chair), Hind, Woodley, Williams, Green, Barrett-Burn, Bromfield. Louisa Pepperell (Clerk). Cllr Williams Cllr Bonham (SHDC). Cllr Wainwright (DCC).
Apologies: 
Chairman’s Welcome.  Cllr Green informed the PC that he would no longer be able to be the nominated Road Warden due to family commitments.
10 Minute Public Forum.  No members of the public attended.
Minutes from the last meeting (20/01/2025):  These were signed by Cllr Stewart.
DCC Cllr Report:  A discussion was had regarding Planning and the PC’s disappointment that the Neighbourhood plans that took so much effort to put in place are seemingly being overridden, Cllr Wainwright agreed to take the concern to the our MP. Cllr Wainwright reminded the PC of the next Neighbourhood Area Committee meeting in Modbury on 28th March, Cllr Hind agreed to attend. 
Cllr Wainwright is due to have a meeting with Highways which will be the culmination of the Highways Development Programme, she is also producing a Handbook for Parish and Town Councils with DCC Highways. The issue of potholes and the increasingly poor state of the roads was discussed and the role of road wardens in working on this, their was mixed feelings regarding the responsibility of fixing potholes being in the hands of the road warden scheme.
Cllr Hind asked Cllr Wainright to look into the fact that an A road gives way to a B road at Sorley Cross, and Cllr Williams highlighted the road disintegration as you approach Norton Brook Medical Centre in Kingsbridge.
SHDC Cllr Report:  Cllr Bonham supplied the following report - The planning application for the orangery at Coach House, Whitehall Manor Ref: 3432/25/HHO was refused. Residents can now renew their subscription to the garden waste service, at a reduced cost during March. The government has reduced its grant funding of SHDC by 10% for the next financial year, and by 40% over the next three years. SHDC will unfortunately have to put up council tax and other charges to compensate so that essential services can continue to be provided. A public consultation on Local Government Reorganisation is being run by the Government. The survey together with information about all the proposals is at: https://www.devonlgr.co.uk/. It runs till 26 th March. SHDC ran a Town and Parish Council Briefing on Thursday, 12 March on The National Planning Policy Framework and its Relationship with Neighbourhood Plans. I recently attended a meeting to learn the lessons from the recent gas emergency in the area. A Briefing has been arranged to be held (remotely over MS Teams) on Thursday, 19 March from 5:45pm to 6:45pm on SHDC on the Policy for the Transfer of Community Assets.
The Clerk asked Cllr Bonham if he would allocate some of his Locality Funds towards the cost of the surveys for the Section 106 land, Cllr Bonham agreed to give up to £300, the Clerk is to email Cllr Bonham to request this in writing.

Matters arising from last minutes:
Emergency Plan.  The Clerk is in communication with the Clerk for Kingsbridge Town Council and is trying to arrange a meeting to discuss collaboration.
Noticeboard.  The Clerk had provided access to the noticeboard, Cllr Bromfield is to arrange inspection. 

Clerk’s Report:   
Invoices Payable.  Payments were agreed for Clerk salary £490.10, Insurance Renewal £277.94 and Grass Cutting £48.
Defib Training.  The Clerk has applied to the Ambulance Service as agreed at the last meeting to request defib training.
164 Bus.  The Clerk reported that Cllr Louise Wainright is taking the request for the 164 bus to include Churchstow to her transport contact meeting in DCC.
Road Warden.  The Clerk is to send Cllr Bromfield details of the Road Warden scheme as she may know of someone who she could approach regarding this role.  The Clerk is also to contact the Lengthsman to ask if the role of Road Warden is something he would consider.
Personal Details.  The Clerk reported that there is no official requirement for personal details to be publicised and there is more recent recommendations that all Cllrs have gov.uk email addresses, all Cllrs agreed that they would like proceed with that.
Highways.  The Clerk reported that Highways said Cllr Louise Wainwright had not deemed signage at Bantham roundabout to need acting on, the PC disagree and the Clerk is to request Highways remove signage.
S106 Land.  The Clerk reported that the clearing on the land is due to be finished in the next couple of weeks, it had been delayed due to continued wet weather. The Clerk has also made enquiries about Radar and Ecology surveys and has two companies she has now contacted to receive quotes from. The Clerk also produced a draft copy of the prohibitive signage for the land, the wording and size were discussed and it was agreed, the Clerk is to go ahead and get th signs produced. The name of the land is to be discussed further at the next meeting.

Additional Matter:
Councillor Advocate Scheme.  Cllr Williams informed the PC that there was nothing to report on this matter.

Any Other Business:  Cllr Stewart requested that the Clerk contact SHDc Planning department to request that the PC would like to be informed of the result of planning applications in the parish, this was agreed by all Cllrs.
Cllr Bromfield reported another bad vehicle accident at Elston Cross.

The meeting closed at 9:30pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21st April 2026 @7:30pm in Churchstow Church Hall.




