


Churchstow Parish Council
 Minutes
of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th February 2026
Held at Churchstow Church Hall @ 7:30pm

Present:  Cllrs Stewart (Chair), Hind, Woodley, Green, Barrett-Burn, Bromfield. Louisa Pepperell (Clerk).
Apologies: Cllr Williams Cllr Bonham (SHDC). Cllr Wainwright (DCC).
Chairman’s Welcome.  Special welcome was given to Cllr Barrett-Burn following her recent operation. 
10 Minute Public Forum.  No members of the public attended.
Minutes from the last meeting (20/01/2025):  These were signed by Cllr Stewart.
DCC Cllr Report:  Cllr Wainwright was not present at this meeting. The Clerk had forwarded her latest report via email when it had been received. Cllr Stewart stated that Cllr Wainwright had been due to send a written report of the information she delivered at the previous meeting, the Clerk is to contact Cllr Wainwright to follow up on this. 
SHDC Cllr Report:  Communication had been received from Cllr Bonham which confirmed that the current housing requirement for Churchstow parish stood at 7 houses. The Parish Council want this put on record in relation to any planning considerations, especially in light of the recent overriding of the Neighbourhood Plan in Modbury.
Cllr Bonham had also sent the following report; I hope that Parish Councillors were able to join the recent briefing run by SHDC on Local Government Reorganisation and its implications. A recording is available for those Councillors who want to listen. A Government-run consultation on LGR has started and can be accessed at: https://www.devonlgr.co.uk/ You may want to schedule an Agenda item if you want the PC to respond on behalf of your area. SHDC has been working hard to help the clear-up and repair following the recent storms. SHDC is supporting the South Hams Employment Fair, which will take place on 24 February from noon to 3 p.m. at Totnes Civic Hall. We are working with Business Information Point to study the visitor economy, and to encourage future investment. There will be a Tourism Symposium at Follaton House on 2 March. I have contributed money from my Localities Fund to some of the excellent local projects and I do still have some funds available. The Clerk is to contact Cllr Bonham regarding his locality fund and ask if he would be prepared to put some towards the costs of developing the s106 land, specifically the upcoming Radar survey or Ecology Report.

Matters arising from last minutes:
Emergency Plan.  The Cllrs agreed this was something they would like to put in place. The Clerk is to accept the offer of Kingsbridge Clerk to send their template to look at and look in to the possibility of working together on this. The Clerk is also to contact Cllr Wainwright as she had previously mentioned there was organisational and financial support for creating emergency plans.
Clerk Address & Phone Number.  The Clerk has requested her personal address and telephone number are no longer listed for the Parish Council contact details, the Cllrs agreed to this and the Clerk is to consult with DALC on the legal requirements going forward.  The Clerk is to also look in to the legal requirements for Cllrs personal information to be published.

Clerk’s Report:   
Invoices Payable.  Payments were agreed for Clerk salary £490.10.
Noticeboard.  The Clerk reported that the current noticeboard is frequently damp inside and the back board inside is bubbling. Cllr Bromfield has someone available to inspect the noticeboard for potential repair, the Clerk is to confirm when access is possible to Cllr Bromfield. Cllr Barrett-Burn reported that a replacement could be purchased for £175.
Defib Training.  The Clerk reported on defib training for the community at a cost of £335. Cllr Barrett-Burn was aware of free training from South West Ambulance Services, the Clerk is to contact them to request this.
164 Bus.  The Clerk had received communication from Cllr Wainwright that she was putting the Parish Council’s request that the 164 bus be extended to include a stop in Churchstow to a director at DCC.
S106 Land.  The Clerk had met with Livewest on the land to discuss the aspirations for the site and was alerted to a water pipe and a waste pipe that need to be considered, it was suggested that the Parish Council undertake a Radar Survey to determine the depth and exact placement of the pipes, this was discussed and agreed. The Clerk is to obtain quotes for this survey.  The Clerk and Cllr Stewart had met with SHDC Planning on site to discuss the aspirations for the site and the SHDC Planning Officer had sent information regarding the different options of getting the re-routing of the path through planning approval, an Ecology Report is needed and it was agreed that the Clerk will arrange for this to be done once the current clearing works are completed. Cllr Stewart commented on the brambles needing to be treated to stop them re-growing, Cllr Woodley is to undertake this.
Cllr Stewart brought up the need for signage for the site entrances to deter public use, or use only at their own risk with the site as it is. The Clerk is to draft wording for the signs and send to Cllrs  for approval.
Cllr Stewart also brought up the desire to name the site, Cllr Bromfield had consulted the Tithe Map and the suggestion of Greeny Park was made as it relates to the field name, this and other suggestions were discussed but an agreement was not reached. This is to be put on the agenda for the next meeting for further discussion.

Additional Matter:
Planning Application – 0252/26/FUL – Trowbridge Farm – Agricultural Highway Access & Tracks x3.  The Clerk showed plans and application details for this which were discussed. It was agreed that a comment would be entered stating that the Parish Council would support this application as long as Highways and National Landscapes were in support also.
Road Warden.  The Clerk had received confirmation from DCC Highways that they were set up on the Road Warden Scheme, they are requesting names of the Road Warden(s) so they can be sent log ins for the online training.  It was agreed that the Clerk is to advertise for volunteers to support this role.
Councillor Advocate Scheme.  Cllr Williams was not present to report on this matter.

Any Other Business:  Cllr Bromfield had represented the Parish Council at a recent church service to welcome the new vicar, she said it was a pleasure to attend, Cllr Stewart thanked her for doing this.
Cllr Barrett-Burn commented on the amount of signage on Bantham roundabout, the Clerk is to contact Highways to attend to this. 
The Clerk had received a request from a resident regarding the bench that is at the bus stop by the Church House Inn as it has broken.  The Clerk is to contact St Austell Brewery to ask if they would repair or replace the bench, if they are not prepared to do so the parish Council will look to take care of this.

The meeting closed at 9:20pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th March 2026 @7:30pm in Churchstow Church Hall.




