


Churchstow Parish Council
 Minutes
of the meeting held on Tuesday 8th August 2026
Held at Churchstow Church Hall @ 7:30pm

Present:  Cllrs Stewart (Chair), Hind, Woodley, Green, Bromfield. Louisa Pepperell (Clerk). Cllr Bonham (SHDC).
Apologies: Cllr Barrett-Burn.
Not Present: Cllrs Williams, Wainwright.
Chairman’s Welcome.  
10 Minute Public Forum. A resident of Merrifield attended presenting their, and others living at Merrifield’s concerns over dangers to residents of Merrifield and walkers using the public footpath as they navigate the A379 traffic at the Merrifield junction. The resident was concerned by the speed of traffic using the A379 and also the lack of visibility / knowledge of drivers to the Merrifield entrance and public footpath that exits the Merrifield entrance and crosses the A379 to an entrance in to a field on the opposite side of the A379.  The matter was discussed and it was agreed that the Parish Council support the resident’s desire to have improved signage alerting drivers to the entrance and footpath crossing.  The Clerk is to put the resident in touch with Cllr Wainwright so they can discuss the matter and Cllr Wainright can liaise with DCC Highways to see what is possible. Cllr Woodley also suggested that the residents cut the verge on the A379 approaching the Merrifield entrance back further to increase visibility as this was done by previous owners.
The resident also wished to discuss the current siting of The Rockbox in a field off the A379 opposite the Merrifield junction, concerns raised were of the visibility of the entrance/exit and also the risk of traffic slowing / pausing on the A379 due to the entrance / exit. The risk of mud on the road. Potential noise pollution.  The Clerk had been contacted by several concerned parish residents. The Clerk had contacted Highways and Planning to ask their opinion on the new site, communication was ongoing as Planning were satisfied the site was acting within the rules of their licence, but they were not responsible for Highways concerns, DCC Highways were not aware of the site.
Minutes from the last meeting (21/07/2025):  These were signed by Cllr Stewart.

DCC Cllr Report:  Cllr Wainwright was not present.
SHDC Cllr Report:  Cllr Bonham supplied the following report: The Government announced on 7th September that it is putting plans for Local Government Reorganisation in Devon on hold. This is a welcome announcement. The Government also said that local elections in May 2027 will go ahead on existing council boundaries. SHDC will hold a meeting for town and parish councils on Thursday, 24 September at 5:00pm to cover the status of LGR and the latest planning rules. I am aware of the concern over the site of RockBox site near that Bantham Roundabout. I asked the planning team to investigate and they have checked that the ownership is different to other Rockbox sites. It seems that the use is consistent with the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995. As permitted development, the access and impact on the Highway is unfortunately not a consideration for planning purposes. SHDC continues to take action against unauthorised development after two successful court victories. Solar panels have now been installed on the roof of Quayside Leisure Centre in Kingsbridge, helping to reduce carbon emissions and cut energy costs. We have been asked to help publicise that the UK’s home telephone network is changing; by January 2027, the old analogue phone network will be switched off, replaced by digital. Customers with additional needs should register on the BT web site. https://www.bt.com/about/all-ip/connected-together.
Funds for the S106 land were also discussed – details under ‘The Green’ below.

Matters arising from last minutes: None.

Clerk’s Report:   
Invoices Payable.  Payments to be made for Clerk salary £490.10 and grasscutting £129.60.
Lengthsman.  The Clerk informed the PC that she had tried to get hold of the lengthsman again, but is still not receiving any response.  Cllr Stewart said he had also tried and also not had any response.  It was agreed that the Clerk is to contact the Clerk if Kingsbridge Council to ask for their Lengthsman details to be able to ask for their availability if it transpires that the current lengthsman is no longer attending Churchstow.
Road Warden.  The role of Road Warden is still vacant, this matter will require further discussion if it is to be progressed.
Roundabout Sponsorship.  The Clerk had advertised the opportunity for potential sponsorship of Bantham and Palegate roundabouts with a view to making them more attractive and give the impression of entering a village / residential area, a few responses were received. The Clerk is to contact any seriously interested parties.
Emergency Plan.  The Clerk showed the Kingsbridge Emergency Plan to the Cllrs and it was agreed that it is a large job to create a version for Churchstow.  The Clerk is to send a digital copy of the Kingsbridge plan to all Cllrs so they can familiarise themselves with it and be ready to make suggestions on how best to move forward with the Churchstow version. Cllr Bromfield suggested that a separate meeting(s) should be arranged going forward to complete the Churchstow plan.
Cllr Woodley presented the Emergency Hub Box that had been delivered by the Devon Communities Together following the Clerk undertaking their Emergency Hub Training.  The box was discussed and their was mixed responses to how it should be implemented. The Clerk is to forward some further information regarding the recommendations for the box to all Cllrs.

Additional Matters:
The Green. (Formerley known as S106 Land).  Cllr Bonham had followed up the Clerk’s request to SHDC to conform the situation of funds held in SHDC for the development of the S106 land. SHDC had confirmed there were 2 amounts being held (£19,000 and £12000 approx) but the legalities of exactly what the funds need to be used for (footpath, landscaping etc) need to be checked. Also there may need to be additional specific paperwork processes in able for the funds to be released so the PC, SHDC Planning and S106 funds departments need to liaise carefully to ensure the necessary process is followed to enable all funds to be released accordingly.
Cllr Stewart and the Clerk had met with the groundsworker as put forward by Tillia in hope that they can carry out the footpath and landscaping levelling works whilst attending to the Reeves Way site for Tillia in October / November. The estimated cost of £60,000 for the footpath and levelling given by the groundswork company was discussed and it was agreed that there should be other quotes sourced for comparison.  However the Clerk and Cllr Stewart are to attend a meeting with a landscaping / public space designer with representatives from Tillia and the groundswork company as proper plans are needed regardless at this stage and production of these will give the groundsworker that was met with and who will be present the opportunity to provide a more accurate quote as opposed to the estimated cost given at the site meeting. The plans are also necessary to be able to proceed with the planning application needed to re-route the footpath.  The Clerk is also to ask the previous architect who drew up rough initial plans if they are able to make their drawings to scale.
Planning Application 2149/26/FUL – Agricultural Building – Mary Mills Farm. The Clerk produced plans and information from the application, these were discussed and it was agreed to enter a comment of ‘support’.
Christmas Lights Party. This item was adjourned for the October meeting.
Councillor Advocate Scheme.  Cllr Williams was not present to report.

Any Other Business:  
Planning Application 2398/26/HHO – Meadow Court. This was discussed under AOB as the Clerk was notified of the application after publicising the agenda and comment was requested prior to when the council were due to meet in October. The Clerk produced plans and information from the application, these were discussed and it was agreed to enter a comment of ‘support’.
Planning Application 2467/26/HHO – Talisker. This was discussed under AOB as the Clerk was notified of the application after publicising the agenda and comment was requested prior to when the council were due to meet in October. The Clerk produced plans and information from the application, these were discussed and it was agreed to enter a comment of ‘support’.
Cllr Woodley made the council aware of trees on DCC Highway verges that were overhanging properties of Glebelands. Cllr Stewart added some trees doing similar on Tithe Hill.  The Clerk is to contact DCC Highways to ask if they would attend to them.

The meeting closed at 9:30pm.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th October 2026 @7:30pm in Churchstow Church Hall.





