
 The City of Ludowici 
hereby gives notice that 
the Ludowici City Council 
will hold its regular City 
Council Meeting on April 
1, 2026, immediately fol-
lowing the Public Hear-
ing scheduled for 9 a.m., 
at Ludowici City Hall, 
located at 469 N. Macon 
Street, Ludowici, Georgia. 
This meeting will serve 
in place of the regularly 
scheduled City Council 
Meeting previously set for 
April 14, 2026, which will 
not be held.

		  ****
The Long County 

Board of Commission-
ers is revising its Comp 
Plan and hopes to adopt 
it in June. Meanwhile the 
county commission is 
halting all planning and 
zoning requests based on 
the current land use map. 
The decision is based on 
“not having an accurate 
map,” according to county 
officials. County Attorney 
Luke Moses told Long 
County commissioners 
last Tuesday, “The Comp 
Plan is a guide.” Commis-
sioners agreed to put on 
hold all P&Z requests on a 
motion by Commissioner 
Benjy Strickland.

		  ****
The Long County 

Board of Commissioners 
will hold a Called Meet-
ing on Thursday, March 
26, at 6 p.m. The meet-
ing will take place at the 
Long County Board of 
Commissioners Office, 
located at 468 S. Mc-
Donald Street, Ludowici, 
Georgia 31316. The pur-
pose of this meeting is to 
conduct the second read-
ing and adoption of the 
Food Truck Ordinance/

		  ****
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Capitol Beat News Service
 ATLANTA — Georgia 

drivers should soon see relief 
at the pump after the Georgia 
General Assembly sent a tem-
porary gasoline tax suspen-
sion to Gov. Brian Kemp.

The 60-day suspension 
of the state excise tax would 
save drivers just over 33 cents 
a gallon for gasoline and 37 
cents a gallon for diesel. It 

would cost the state trea-
sury an estimated $200 mil-
lion a month. The measure 
comes after the U.S. attack on 
Iran triggered a spike in fuel 
prices.“Hopefully this will 
be resolved but in the mean-
time we’re going to do what 
we can to help our citizens of 
Georgia have the lowest cost 
possible,” said Sen. Chuck 
Hufstetler, R-Rome, who pre-
sented House Bill 1199 on the 
Senate floor Thursday.

The bill started out as a 
measure to conform Georgia 
law with changes in the fed-
eral tax code. It passed the 
House for the first time in 
mid-February, a week before 
the air strikes on Iran ordered 
by President Donald Trump.

The bill bounced back and 
forth between the House and 
Senate as each made changes, 
and then, on Wednesday, the 
House added the gas tax sus-
pension and sent HB 1199 to 

the Senate again.
“We’re hopeful that the 

ongoing international conflict, 
which is temporarily driving 
up energy prices, comes to 
an expeditious and successful 
conclusion,” Hufstetler said.

He talked about afford-
ability, noting that fuel prices 
ripple through the economy, 
driving up the price of fer-
tilizer and food. Democrats 
agreed.

“It’s a win for our con-

stituents and hopefully will 
give them much needed re-
lief while we get through this 
time,” said Sen. Nikki Mer-
ritt, D-Grayson, the minor-
ity caucus vice chair. The bill 
then passed the Senate unani-
mously.Kemp has used his 
authority to unilaterally or-
der three gas tax suspensions 
in recent years in response to 
high prices, inflation and Hur-
ricane Helene.

State Fuel Tax Suspension To Help Georgia Drivers 

	 SRO Appreciation was conducted by 
School Supt. Crane during the Long County 
Board of Education meeting for March. The 
following School Resource Officers (SROs)  
were recognized with a certificate and mon-
etary gift: 

o	 Lieutenant Earl Freeman – Long 
County Middle School

o	 Tim Osburn – Long County Primary 
School

o	 Jessy Thompson – Smiley Elemen-
tary School

o	 Zach Thorn – McClelland Elemen-
tary School

o	 Wade Long - Long County High 
School

Mrs. Wingate recognized the Young GA 
Authors RESA Level Winners. 

The Board of Education also approved 
January 2026 financials and handled a num-
ber of personnel items. 

* . Approvef Certified Recommenda-
tions: (Employment is temporary/provi-
sional until the receipt of a criminal record                        
check/fingerprints and Georgia Teacher Cer-
tification.) 

•	 Caitlyn Lowe – Employ as a Teacher 
– Effective FY27 School Year – LCPS

•	 John Wigmore – Employ as a Teach-
er – Effective FY27 School Year – LCMS

•	 Sandra Turner – Employ as an In-
structional Support Teacher (49% Timesheet 
Only) – Effective FY27 School Year – LCPS

•	 Jennifer Posey – Employ as an In-
structional Support Teacher (49% Timesheet 
Only) – Effective FY27 School Year – MES

*  Approved Classified Recommenda-
tions: (Employment is temporary/provi-
sional until the receipt of a criminal record 
check/fingerprints and Georgia Professional 
Standards Commission.) 

•	 Lillian Almodovar – Employ as a 
Parapro – Effective 08.06.26 – MES

•	 Barbara Fox – Employ as a Full Time 
Bus Driver – Effective 02.17.26 – Transpor-
tation

•	 Jacquline Adkins – Employ as a 
Parapro – Effective FY27 School Year - 
LCPS

*. Approved Transfers 
•	 Jacquelynn Adkins – Transfer from 

a Teacher to a Parapro – Effective FY27 
School Year – LCPS

•	 Tiffany Belvin – Transfer from a 
Pre-K Parapro to a Pre-K Teacher – Effec-
tive FY27 School Year – Pre-K

•	 Lori Arnold – Transfer from 4 hour 
enrollment clerk to a 6 hour enrollment clerk 
– Effective 04.01.26 – BOE

•	 Celeste Crary – Transfer from a 
Parapro to a Teacher – Effective FY27 
School Year – LCPS

•	 Alexandra Cocho – Transfer from 
a Parapro at LCHS to a Teacher – Effective 
FY27 School Year – LCMS

•	 Loretta Wright – Transfer from a 
Full Time Sub Driver to a Sub Driver – Ef-
fective 03.09.26 – Transportation

•	 Zaira Medina Gonzalez – Trans-
fer from a Para working 200 days to a Para 
working 182 days – Effective FY27 School 
Year - LCPS

*.  Approved Minutes of meetings: 
•	 January 29, 2026 – Called Public 

Hearing #3
•	 January 29, 2026 – Called Meeting
•	 February 10, 2026 – Regular Meet-

ing
*.  Approved Competition Trip Requests 

•	 LCMS FFA-FCCLA Horticulture 
Leadership – 03.20.26 – 03.21.26 – Coving-

ton, GA
•	 LCHS FCCLA – State Leadership 

Conference – 03.25.26 – 03.27.26 – Colum-
bus, GA

*. Approve FY27 Certified Staff Recom-
mendations:

•	 Adams, Teresa
•	 Adkins, Lamarcus
•	 Alexander, Cynthia
•	 Alexander, Lakesha
•	 Anderson, Amanda
•	 Anderson, Ashley
•	 Anderson, Lauren
•	 Anderson, Vera
•	 Archibald, Mackenzie
•	 Austin, Michael
•	 Ayala-Meerwald, Leigh
•	 Baggs, Tiffany
•	 Bailey, Caleb
•	 Baker, James
•	 Bange, Parker
•	 Beasley, Amy
•	 Bell, Miranda
•	 Bell, Shalane
•	 Belvin, Tiffany
•	 Berry, Joshua
•	 Besanceney, Stacie
•	 Black, Chatanna
•	 Blair, Henry
•	 Boucher, Kimberly (49% / 3 Months 

full time)
•	 Bowen, Kayla
•	 Boyles, Mandy
•	 Brace, Cory
•	 Brannen, Ashley
•	 Breningstall, Catherine
•	 Brewer, Jessica
•	 Brock, April
•	 Brown, Eryka
•	 Brown, Matthew
Continued On Page 10

Long County  BOE  Recognizes SROs And Young Author 
Winners Before Handling Personnel At March Meeting 

SAVANNAH, Geor-
gia: Four defendants 
have been sentenced to 
federal prison on sepa-
rate charges involving 
illegal firearms posses-
sion. 

Terrance Delan 
Parker, 26, of Ludowici, 
Georgia, was sentenced 
to 36 months in prison 
followed by three years 
of supervised release 
after pleading guilty to 
Possession of a Firearm 
by a Convicted Felon. 
Liberty County sheriff’s 
deputies found two pis-

tols in Parker’s vehicle 
during a May 2025 traf-
fic stop.

The sentencings be-
fore U.S. District Court 
Chief Judge R. Stan 
Baker were announced 
by Margaret E. “Meg” 
Heap, U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of 
Georgia. The other three 
include:

Devin Jenkins, 26, 
of Savannah, sentenced 
to 103 months in prison, 
followed by three years 
of supervised release, 
after pleading guilty to 

Possession of a Firearm 
by a Convicted Felon. 
Jenkins was charged in 
March 2025 after a do-
mestic disturbance at 
a Savannah apartment 
complex when he fired 
multiple shots into his 
girlfriend’s unoccupied, 
parked vehicle.

Anthony Rasheen 
Greene, 34, of Savan-
nah, sentenced to 60 
months in prison, fined 
$1,200, and ordered to 
serve five years of su-
pervised release upon 
Continued On Page     

Ludowici Man Among Four
Sentenced For Firearms

Moratorium Underway
A moratorium on rezonings has been set by the 

Long County Board of Commissioners while the county 
updates maps in the county’s Comprehensive Plan.  
County  Manager Shane Richardson said that the Comp 
Plan did not include maps.  PHOTO BY MITTIE VAUGHAN
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                Faith
              Motivation
	     Going Back To Go Forward
      By Brother David (Jake) Jacobs

Bible Lesson

Pastor’s Viewpoint 
By CHARLES (BUDDY) WHATLEY

We don’t often con-
sider Jesus’ 40 days on 
earth after his resurrec-
tion. As the season of 
Lent is underway, let us 
consider what we know 
about his resurrection.

We will continue 
with the gospel of Mark, 
who was related to Si-
mon Peter. 

“Afterward he ap-
peared unto the eleven 
as they sat at meat, and 
upbraided them with 
their unbelief and hard-
ness of heart, because 
they believed not them 
which had seen him after 
he was risen.

“And he said unto 
them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.

“He that believeth 
and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be 
damned.

“And these signs 
shall follow them that 
believe; In my name 
shall they cast out dev-
ils; they shall speak with 
new tongues;

“They shall take 
up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, 
it shall not hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on 
the sick, and they shall 
recover.

“So then after the 
Lord had spoken unto 
them, he was received 
up into heaven, and sat 
on the right hand of God.

“And they went 
forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirm-
ing the word with signs 
following. Amen.”

Other gospel ac-
counts include Mat-
thew’s, who was Levi, 
the tax collector. He 
wrote his synopsis of the 
resurrection of Jesus and 
the events that followed 
in Matthew 28.

“In the end of the 
sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first 
day of the week, came 
Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary to see the 
sepulchre.

“And, behold, there 
was a great earthquake: 
for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled 
back the stone from the 
door, and sat upon it.

“His countenance 
was like lightning, and 
his raiment white as 
snow:

“And for fear of him 
the keepers did shake, 
and became as dead men.

“And the angel an-
swered and said unto the 
women, Fear not ye: for 
I know that ye seek Je-
sus, which was crucified.

“He is not here: for 
he is risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place 

where the Lord lay.
“And go quickly, and 

tell his disciples that he 
is risen from the dead; 
and, behold, he goeth 
before you into Galilee; 
there shall ye see him: 
lo, I have told you.

“And they departed 
quickly from the sepul-
chre with fear and great 
joy; and did run to bring 
his disciples word.

“And as they went to 
tell his disciples, behold, 
Jesus met them, saying, 
All hail. And they came 
and held him by the feet, 
and worshipped him.

“ Then said Jesus 
unto them, Be not afraid: 
go tell my brethren that 
they go into Galilee, and 
there shall they see me.

“Now when they 
were going, behold, 
some of the watch came 
into the city, and shewed 
unto the chief priests 
all the things that were 
done.

“And when they 
were assembled with 
the elders, and had taken 
counsel, they gave large 
money unto the soldiers,

“Saying, Say ye, His 
disciples came by night, 
and stole him away 
while we slept.

“And if this come to 
the governor’s ears, we 
will persuade him, and 
secure you.

“So they took the 
money, and did as they 
were taught: and this 
saying is commonly re-
ported among the Jews 
until this day.

“Then the eleven 
disciples went away into 
Galilee, into a mountain 
where Jesus had ap-
pointed them.

“And when they saw 
him, they worshipped 
him: but some doubted.

“And Jesus came and 
spake unto them, say-
ing, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in 
earth.

“Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost:

“Teaching them 
to observe all things 
whatsoever I have com-
manded you: and, lo, 
I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the 
world. Amen.”

We have to go to 
Acts to read Luke’s ac-
count of the events that 
transpired at the end of 
Jesus’ time on earth.

“The former treatise 
have I made, O Theophi-
lus, of all that Jesus be-
gan both to do and teach,

“Until the day in 
which he was taken up, 
after that he through the 
Holy Ghost had given 
commandments unto the 

apostles whom he had 
chosen:

“To whom also he 
shewed himself alive af-
ter his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days, 
and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God:

“And, being assem-
bled together with them, 
commanded them that 
they should not depart 
from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the 
Father, which, saith he, 
ye have heard of me.

“For John truly bap-
tized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many 
days hence.

“When they there-
fore were come together, 
they asked of him, say-
ing, Lord, wilt thou at 
this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel?

“And he said unto 
them, It is not for you 
to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Fa-
ther hath put in his own 
power.

“But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the 
earth.

“And when he had 
spoken these things, 
while they beheld, he 
was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out 
of their sight.

“And while they 
looked stedfastly toward 
heaven as he went up, 
behold, two men stood 
by them in white ap-
parel;

“Which also said, 
Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into 
heaven.

“Then returned they 
unto Jerusalem from 
the mount called Olivet, 
which is from Jerusalem 
a sabbath day’s journey.

“And when they 
were come in, they went 
up into an upper room, 
where abode both Peter, 
and James, and John, 
and Andrew, Philip, and 
Thomas, Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Si-
mon Zelotes, and Judas 
the brother of James.

“These all continued 
with one accord in prayer 
and supplication, with 
the women, and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brethren.

They were awaiting 
the promise that Jesus 
had made to them.

Part 6--Jesus After His Resurrection

Did you know that 
much of what we know 
is not true? The Vikings 
didn’t wear helmets with 
horns on them; the horns 
were added later by 19th 
Century artists. Marie 
Antoinette didn’t say, 
“Let them eat cake;” 
that was a quote from 
an unnamed princess 
when Marie was only 
nine years old. George 
Washington didn’t have 
wooden teeth; his teeth 
were made of ivory and 
other materials stained 
brown. Medieval peo-
ple didn’t believe the 
earth was flat; ancient 
Greeks long before the 
Middle Ages knew it 
was round… but they 
didn’t sail away from 
land because of the dan-
gers. The Continental 
Congress didn’t declare 
America’s independence 
on July 4th; John Adams 
said it happened on July 
2nd and refused invita-
tions to July 4th celebra-
tions. None of the Salem 
witches was burned at 
the stake; nineteen were 

hanged and one died 
from torture… and later 
it was discovered that all 
the evidence was fabri-
cated. (Dictionaryscoop.
com) And now I wonder 
if all this is true? History 
is like a game of “gos-
sip” where something 
is passed around until 
it becomes something 
else.

But I have a science 
degree and a background 
in science, so I spent the 
first part of my life ask-
ing and re-asking ques-
tions… because that’s 
what science does. The 
five fundamental ques-
tions are who, what, why, 
when, and where. Those 
are the “elements of cir-
cumstance.” In journal-
ism, they are the “five 
w’s,” the guidelines for 
any interview, and the 
standard for every first 
paragraph. Sometimes 
there is a sixth question, 
“how.”

And now we’ve 
come to Luke 2:41–52; 
it’s the only story we 
have about Jesus’ from 

his birth to the begin-
ning of his ministry. 
He’s twelve years old, 
his parents have taken 
him to the temple for the 
Passover Feast, and the 
questions begin…

 “41 Now His par-
ents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the Feast 
of the Passover. 42 
And when He became 
twelve, they went up 
there according to the 
custom of the Feast; 43 
and as they were return-
ing, after spending the 
full number of days, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind 
in Jerusalem. But His 
parents were unaware of 
it, 44 but supposed Him 
to be in the caravan, and 
went a day’s journey; 
and they began looking 
for Him among their 
relatives and acquain-
tances.”  

The first question is 
“who?” This is a story 
about Jesus asking that 
first question. Who am 
I? Do you know the an-
swer? Lots of people 
don’t…

 Do we really have to 
go back to go forward? I 
believe we do! What hap-
pened during the period 
of time before Christ was 
born? When we study his-
tory we discover it was a 
self-help period. We find 
the struggles of mankind 
as they invent the wheel 
and other things to make 
life easier. Discovery 
of the past, how people 
progressed, has scientist 
amazed.

 In most some restau-
rants they have a Zodiac 
table mat. The Zodiac 
was created by the Baby-
lonians in the first half of 
the 1st millennium BC. 
They divide the sky into 
12 sections, each with a 
name, figure, and mean-
ing. The Fasciculus medi-
cine was printed in 1493-
94 and included a Zodiac 
Man.

The misconception 
of astronomers to think 
the stars and solar system 
have deities is erroneous 
according to the Word of 
God. Not to take away 
from the dedicated effort 
of some, many centuries 
ago, to plot out the non-
linear movements of the 
planets. For its time, the 
ability to plot out these 
complex planetary move-
ments was a sophisticated 
effort, but beyond that, 
the science ends, and as-
trology goes entirely into 
the realm of mythology. 

According to the 
Word of God an Astrolo-

ger is one who practices 
divination. Daniel 2:2, 
“Then the king com-
manded to call the magi-
cians, and the astrologers, 
and the sorcerers, and the 
Chaldeans, for to shew 
the king his dreams. So 
they came and stood be-
fore the king.”

The first tendency of 
science was to become 
atheistic and materialis-
tic, giving only a mechan-
ical explanation of the 
universe. Today, scientists 
have become more God-
conscious,  delving more 
fully into the mysteries 
and wonders of creation. 
However, science has not 
been able to find God or 
His purpose in creation 
with Sense Knowledge.

Human beings were 
alienated from God 
through Adam’s fall in the 
Garden. The sin was so 
atrocious it was passed on 
through Adam’s gens to 
the whole human family. 

Romans 5:12, 
“Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have 
sinned:”

After Adam and Eve 
were kicked out of the 
Garden because their 
spirit and soul was now 
darkened, God made a 
way to talk to His creation 
on their level. Adam had 
allowed his flesh to domi-
nate his thinking and from 
willfully sinning could 

not fellowship any longer 
with his Creator. 

The Bible is God’s 
revelation to human be-
ings, and because we have 
no other channel to know 
God or contact Him, we 
hold dear the love letter 
He gave us to read and 
absorb!

The Bible is the only 
book that reveals the mind 
of God. It is the book that 
tells us the way to salva-
tion. It is the traveler’s 
map, the pilot’s compass, 
the soldier’s sword, and 
the Christian’s charter. 

It has stood the test 
of time and will defend 
itself! 

John 3:16 is the main 
emphasis! “For God so 
loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlast-
ing life.”

     But how did these 
old generations know the 
stars and the locations? 
How did they build the 
great pyramids or even 
the small ones? 

Some say Job was 
the mastermind? I don’t 
know, but I do know dark 
gets darker when you drift 
away from the light! We 
need a Revival back to 
Calvary!!!

I am Bro Jake and to-
gether we can make a dif-
ference with God’s help!
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Pressing Issues:
Signs of the Times
 Unusual Weather

In 2026
By MITTIE VAUGHAN
Editor And Publisher

Editorial Page

Moving Forward On Housing Affordability

My daffodils, usually a har-
binger of spring, were several 
inches high the week that we got 
snow flurries in southeast Georgia 
in early February.

The daffodils bloomed later in 
February, or at least four of them 
bloomed. Only the ones farthest 
from my house bloomed this year. 
I’m assuming that means the tem-
peratures did not get low enough 
closer to my house for the daf-
fodils to get the necessary num-
ber of cold hours to cause them 
to bloom. There are some flowers 
that require more cold weather 
during the winter months than 
others, That’s the reason we don’t 
usually plant crocus or tulips this 
far south.  

This  year during mid-March, 
we got a cold snap that caused 
most of us to pull out our winter 
jackets again.  

In New York and elsewhere 
in the northeastern United States, 
there was a late snow storm that 
dumped as much as two feet of 
snow on the ground last week. . 

But we also heard on the news 
that the Midwest had its hottest 
day ever, breaking records with 
110-degree heat in some places.

It’s unusual weather by any-

one’s standards, especially the 
heat wave in the midwest. 

It leaves those who have 
calling for addressing “climate 
change” scratching their heads.

God created this vast universe  
that we have learned is even big-
ger than we thought after the 
Hubble Telescope sent back im-
ages from space.

So what is this effort to spend 
billions of dollars to do climate 
change?

God has been operating this 
universe, including the weather, 
for more years than any of us 
have been around. He created the 
world--Earth and all in it as well 
as the entire universe--and do we 
now think that God needs some 
help in managing it?

So how feeble are man’s ef-
forts to control the weather?

Do we actually think that God 
needs some help in controlling 
the weather and of operating the 
universe that He made to operate 
so precisely? Do we think we can 
improve on its operation--the sea-
sons of the year, the tides, day and 
night?

How foolish is man to think 
that he can operate better what 
God has created!

Yet our leaders over the years 
have wasted millions in tax dol-
lars they collected from hard-
working citizens to address “cli-
mate change” that we couldn’t 
change if our lives depended on 
it.

The scriptures tell us that, as 
long as the Earth shall stand, there 
will be seedtime and harvest, win-
ter and summer, day and night.

When we consider how vast 
this universe is and how orderly 
it operates, how can we not praise 
the God of the Holy Bible?

The words of the Apostle Paul 
come to mnid. He wrote in Ro-
mans 1:20-21, “For the invisible 
things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without 
excuse:

“Because that, when they 
knew God, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful; 
but became vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.” 

How can we not stand in awe 
of what has been created? How 
can we fail to praise the One who 
made it all?

By GARY WISENBAK-
ER

Housing affordability has 
become the central economic 
anxiety for millions of Ameri-
cans. It is no longer confined 
to the young couple looking 
for their first starter home. 

It affects retirees hoping to 
downsize, families relocating 
for work, and builders trying 
to determine whether the next 
subdivision can be sold at a 
price buyers can actually af-
ford. Against that backdrop, 
a series of housing-related 
executive orders recently 
signed by President Donald J. 
Trump attempt to address the 
problem from two directions: 
mortgage financing and the 
supply of new homes.

Whether these orders suc-
ceed remains to be seen. That 
reducing the cost of borrow-
ing and removing some of the 
regulatory friction that has 
slowed residential construc-
tion will help with affordabil-
ity is without question.

According to FHFA Di-
rector Bill Pulte, the admin-
istration believes the changes 
could push mortgage rates 
downward by as much as 
half a percentage point. In 
a recent interview with The 
Wall Street Journal, Mr. Pulte 
said the president is “laser 
focused” on restoring what 
many Americans still consider 
the cornerstone of the middle-
class dream: home ownership.

The first executive order 
attempts to address that prob-
lem by easing regulatory bur-
dens that have discouraged 
banks, particularly smaller 
community banks, from par-
ticipating in mortgage lend-
ing.

Over the past two decades 
local banks have steadily re-
treated from the mortgage 
business. After the financial 
crisis of 2008-2009, regula-
tory requirements and capital 
rules made residential lend-
ing more complicated and less 
profitable. Mr. Trump calls 
for reforms to capital and li-
quidity requirements, mod-
ernization of appraisal regu-
lations, and expanded access 
to advances from the Federal 
Home Loan Bank system tied 
to mortgage assets. 

Mr. Trump wants regula-
tors to move away from what 
the order describes as “overly 
technical process-oriented” 
supervision.

The goal is simple: en-
courage community banks to 
return to the mortgage market.

Another executive order 
addresses the other side of the 
housing equation: supply.

For more than a decade the 
United States has been build-
ing fewer homes than popu-
lation growth requires. Con-
struction slowed dramatically 
following the financial crisis 
and has never fully recovered. 
Many industry analysts esti-

mate the country now faces 
a shortage of several million 
homes.

Builders frequently argue 
that local regulations, zon-
ing mandates, environmental 
rules and permit delays add 
tens of thousands of dollars 
to the cost of a new house. 
Mr. Trump seeks to create 
incentives for state and lo-
cal governments to stream-
line permitting, reduce costly 
mandates and allow more in-
novative construction tech-
niques.

The idea is that faster ap-
provals and fewer regulatory 
hurdles could lower devel-
opment costs and encourage 
more construction.

More houses mean more 
supply. More supply, in turn, 
tends to moderate prices.

While Congress is also 
considering its own housing 
legislation aimed at expand-
ing supply and mortgage ac-
cess, they seem determined 
to create a camel rather than 
a horse.

But the financing side of 
the equation may also see the 
return of an old tool that once 
played a controversial role in 
American housing: the adjust-
able-rate mortgage.

ARMs were widely 
blamed for contributing to the 
2008 housing collapse, when 
short “teaser” rates suddenly 
reset to much higher levels 
for millions of borrowers. 

For years afterward the prod-
uct largely disappeared from 
mainstream lending.

Today, however, they are 
quietly making a comeback.

With the average 30-year 
fixed mortgage hovering 
around 6.1 percent, borrow-
ers are increasingly looking at 
alternatives. A seven-year ad-
justable-rate mortgage might 
carry an initial rate closer to 
5.5 percent. That half-percent-
age difference can significant-
ly reduce monthly payments 
in the early years of a loan.

Borrowers who choose 
ARMs are essentially making 
a bet: that interest rates will 
fall sometime before the fixed 
portion of their loan expires, 
allowing them to refinance 
into a lower long-term rate.

Unlike the risky versions 
that existed prior to 2008, to-
day’s adjustable mortgages 
typically come with longer 
fixed periods of five, seven or 
even ten years before rates be-
gin to adjust. Regulations ad-
opted after the financial crisis 
also require lenders to evalu-
ate whether borrowers can 
realistically handle potential 
payment increases.

Interestingly, ARMs to-
day are often being used not 
by subprime borrowers but 
by relatively affluent buyers 
who see them as a strategic 
tool rather than a desperate 
gamble.

Are ARMs good or bad?

The answer, as with many 
financial tools, depends on 
how they are used.

For disciplined borrowers 
who understand the risks, an 
ARM can provide a tempo-
rary bridge into homeowner-
ship at a lower cost. For bor-
rowers who stretch too far, 
they can still present dangers 
if rates rise dramatically.

The broader question is 
whether lower borrowing 
costs combined with fewer 
regulatory obstacles to con-
struction can actually solve 
America’s housing shortage.

Executive orders can in-
fluence the financial environ-
ment. They can encourage 
lending and reduce bureau-
cratic barriers.

If these policy changes 
succeed in making it easier for 
banks to lend and easier for 
builders to build, then that’s 
the direction to head.

And if they do, they may 
bring the American dream of 
homeownership back within 
reach for more families than it 
has been in recent years.

Gary Wisenbaker, BA, JD 
(gwisenbaker@c21realty-
advisors.com) is currently a 
REALTOR© with Century 21 
Realty Advisors in Valdosta, 
Georgia, and is licensed in 
both Georgia and Florida.  

By TY TAGAMI
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Ser-
vice

 ATLANTA — After 
passing a budget that puts 
a bounty on wild pigs, 
Georgia lawmakers reit-
erated their lethal intent 
by enlisting cutting-edge 
technology to hunt them 
down.

   Feral hogs have 
been ripping through 
farmers’ fields, inflict-
ing millions of dollars of 
damage a year. Lawmak-
ers, it seems, would pre-
fer them sitting on a plate 
as bacon.

 So, last week, the 
state House passed a pre-
liminary 2027 budget 
with $400,000 toward a 
feral hog eradication in-
centive program and an-
other $500,000 for a state 
management program.

It didn’t end there.
On Friday, the state 

Senate sent House Bill 
946 to Gov. Brian Kemp 
for his signature.

“All it simply does 
is make it where you can 
take a drone and locate 
feral hogs that destroys 
and damages your prop-
erty,” explained Sen. Lee 
Anderson, R-Grovetown.

Anderson had already 
left the well of the Senate 
when Sen. Carden Sum-
mers, R-Cordele, said he 

had a question.
Lt. Gov. Burt Jones 

did not make Anderson 
return, so Summers ex-
ploited the rules of the 
Senate and raised what’s 
known as a “parliamen-
tary inquiry,” a technical 
question for the lieuten-
ant governor.

“What’s the differ-
ence between a hog and 
a hawg,” Summers asked, 
adding an extra vowel to 
his second expression of 
the word.

Jones had a quick re-
sponse.

“Depends on if you’re 
below the Gnat Line or 
not,” he said, with a flour-
ish of his hand. It was a 
reference to the geologi-
cal “fall” line that spans 
Middle Georgia and acts 
like a screen door to keep 
gnats down there.

Before he had left the 
well, Anderson had im-
plored his fellow senators 
to vote for HB 946, which 
had been sponsored by 
Rep. Rob Clifton, R-Ev-
ans.

 “I just ask each and 
every one of you vote 
green so we can go kill 
some hogs this after-
noon,” Anderson had 
said.

With those words, 
he had doomed the pigs. 
The vote was 46-0 for HB 
946.

 Feral Hogs Don’t
Get A Break In GA
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 Honesty Is Not The Best Job-Seeking Policy

Editorial Page

Jamie Denty

By JAMIE DENTY
We were made to be prisms 

refracting the light of God’s 
glory into all of life. Why God 
should want to 
give us a share in 
shining with his 
glory - shekinah - 
is a great mystery. 
Call it grace or 
mercy or love - it 
is an unspeakable 
wonder!  Baptist 
theologian John Piper, Desiring 
God.

Only a few people fail to be 
fascinated by a piece of glass so 
cut that it refracts light in differ-
ing colors. A young child can 
be mesmerized by the sight. 
Older children study the sci-
entific explanations in physics 
classes. Scientists and inventors 
use prisms in spectroscopy and 
in devices like telescopes, bin-
oculars and lasers. We adults are 
charmed by the colorful beauty 

that crystal prisms add to a chan-
delier or a sun catcher. 

People have been fascinated 
by prisms for a long time. Em-
ily Van Zee and Elizabeth Gire, 
textbook writers of Exploring 
Physical Phenomena for Oregon 
State University, tell us that peo-
ple have watched spectrums of 
colors displayed through prisms 
since ancient times. Archeolo-
gists have found glass prisms in 
ancient Roman ruins. 

Historian Doris Kearns 
Goodwin says, “The past is not 
simply the past, but a prism 
through which the subject filters 
his own changing self-image.”

According to the Smithson-
ian Libraries, English physicist 
and mathematician Isaac New-
ton began a series of experi-
ments with sunlight and prisms. 
He demonstrated that clear white 
light was composed of seven vis-
ible colors, those of the rainbow. 
“His work led to breakthroughs 

in optics, physics, chemistry, 
perception and the study of color 
in nature.

Britannica adds,“Each color 
or wavelength, making up the 
white light is bent, or refracted, 
a different amount; the shorter 
wavelengths (those toward the 
violet end of the spectrum) are 
bent the most and the longer 
wavelengths (those toward the 
red end of the spectrum) are bent 
the least.”

Newton says, “…if the Sun’s 
Light consisted of but one sort of 
rays, there would be but one Co-
lour in the whole world.” 

And since the wonder of 
prisms were first discovered, 
poets, lyricists, artists, authors 
have taken these scientific find-
ings and incurvated them into 
works of art. They use the image 
of the prism to allow viewers to 
see how color spirals and circles 
from a concrete object to an ab-
stract idea. In the hands of an 

artist, a prism becomes far more 
than a triangular shaped piece of 
glass. The refracted rays may be-
come hopes, dreams, catharsis, 
fulfillment, the list of emotional 
imagery is endless. Often artists 
see themselves as prisms. 

American poet and painter, 
E. E. Cummings, says, ““The 
symbol of all art is the Prism.”

American novelist and psy-
chologist Jonathan Kellerman 
adds, “Life is like a prism. What 
you see depends on how you turn 
the glass.”

But the creative aren’t the 
only ones who appreciate the 
perception of the prism. All of us 
should take the concept to heart. 

NurseTeresa Milsap, writ-
ing for Upper Room in January, 
recalls a patient saying to her 
one day, “You are shining in this 
place.”

She says that while she had 
prayed that the light of Jesus 
would shine through her and 

her work, she had never shared 
this prayer with her patients. But 
they saw it.

For Christians, Palm Sun-
day begins Holy Week. From the 
praise of the crowd to the pain-
ful climb to Golgotha, from the 
deep despair of Black Friday 
to the joy of a glorious Easter, 
Christians not only relive the 
path Jesus followed from death 
to resurrection. 

But we are also called to as-
sume the role of prisms refract-
ing God’s light as revealed in the 
message Jesus delivered again 
and again. “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind…And the second 
is like unto to it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” Mat-
thew 22:37-39 KJV.

As Piper says, it’s an un-
speakable wonder. 

(Jamie Denty can be reached 
at jamiedenty@darientel.net.)

Prism Wonder...

By LEN ROBBINS
Have you ever heard the Lat-

in phrase, “carpe diem”?
It means “let the buyer be-

ware” – for this joke. 
Although 

I’m not from 
Latvia, I know a 
little Latin, and 
that phrase came 
to mind the oth-
er day when a 
friend was tell-
ing me about a person who came 
to his office looking for a job.

When my friend asked this 
person why they left their previ-
ous employment, the job-seeker 
replied, “my boss told me I was 
too stupid to work, and had to let 
me go.”

Some people would applaud 
such honesty.

I boo it lustily.
Whoever said “honesty is 

the best policy” apparently was 
never fired for being too stupid 
to work – or perhaps they were.

Like politics, and marriage, 
in the world of job-hunting, be-
ing totally forthright may not be 
the best idea, especially if you’re 
too stupid to work.

Hopefully, the job market 
will be better in the future. With 
that in mind, here are some free, 
easy-to-remember tips for the 
stupid, and not-so-stupid, em-
ployment seekers among us:

• It’s not a good idea to tell 
a prospective employer: “Here’s 
my resume,” and pronounce it as 

“re-zoom.”
They’ll automatically think 

you’re too stupid to work when 
you pronounce it “re-zoom.” 
The document you give to poten-
tial employers is called a resume 
(“rez-u-may”). Pronounce it cor-
rectly and you’re a step closer to 
employment. Pronounce it cor-
rectly with a zesty French accent 
and you’ll get a job offer on the 
spot.

• Never, ever express an 
opinion during the interview 
process.

Resist the temptation, no 
matter how great or how much 
the interviewer incites you. And 
if you have to fill out an applica-
tion that prompts you to list hob-
bies, don’t put down any hobbies 

that reveal anything about you or 
your personality. Don’t put down 
QAnon conspiracies, sugar pack-
et collecting, or smoking dope as 
your hobbies, for instance. If you 
must, put something very nonde-
script and boring, like reading, 
or spending time with family and 
friends, or walking. You never 
know what prejudices or biases 
your interviewer may have. 

• Don’t be afraid to make 
yourself look good.

People want to be impressed. 
If you can do something espe-
cially well, whether it be typing, 
operating a fork lift, or making 
funny noises with your armpit, 
don’t be shy – brag about it. If 
you don’t mention it, they’ll nev-
er know how talented you are.

• One last thing.
If the interview isn’t going 

well (signs include the inter-
viewer falling asleep or cursing 
loudly at you to get out of their 
office), it’s a good idea to turn 
the tables and challenge the in-
terviewer to arm wrestle you.

Sound crazy? Yeah, crazy 
like a weasel.

If you beat them, they’ll be 
impressed by your moxie and 
strength. If you lose, they’ll 
feel great about themselves and 
want to keep your lily-armed self 
around. Either way, you’re as 
good as hired.

Welcome to the world of the 
deviously-employed!

© Len Robbins 2026
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 Report
From Our

Nation’s Capitol
By BUDDY CARTER
U.S. Representative

We live in the greatest country 
in the world, with the best times 
still ahead of us. The beauty of this 
country stretches far and wide, from 
ocean to ocean, representing peo-
ple from all different backgrounds 
and environments. Generations of 
strong Americans who came before 
fought hard and long, through trials 
and tribulations, to turn the promis-
ing potential of a young union into 
a strong, enduring United States of 
America.

Unfortunately, beauty attracts 
those who want to manipulate and 
exploit the system.

The Minnesota $9 billion Soma-
li fraud scheme, which stole hard-
working American taxpayer dollars, 
proves that truth. Minnesota Gover-
nor Tim Walz should be thrown in 
jail for allowing this to happen. Pol-
iticians are elected by the people, 
for the people, and to serve those 
who contribute to society.

There are no excuses; Amer-
ica will not be a refuge for crimi-
nals who seek to use and abuse 
the system. Last week, Republican 
lawmakers in the House of Repre-
sentatives took action, passing the 
Deporting Fraudsters Act, which 
would do the common-sense thing: 
denaturalize and deport aliens ac-
cused of defrauding the U.S. gov-
ernment.

Time for them to get out. The 
U.S. is closed for business to those 
who literally rip benefits away from 
the most vulnerable in society.

Democrats defend criminal 
aliens, catering to an increasingly 
radical constituency while turning 
their backs on hardworking Ameri-
can citizens seeking to live the 
American Dream.

Americans who appreciate the 
United States of America as the 
greatest country on Earth are famil-
iar with the words President John F. 
Kennedy once spoke: “Ask not what 
your country can do for you, but 
what you can do for your country.”

Buddy’s briefing
 On this week’s edition of Bud-

dy’s Briefing, we discuss the SAVE 
America Act and how important 
federal voter ID laws are to protect-
ing our elections and democracy.

From Our Nation’s Capitol 
Monday, March 16, 2026: I was 

honored to be in Greensboro, locat-
ed between Atlanta and Augusta on 
I-20, this past Saturday morning at 
the Greene County candidate forum 
sponsored by the Greene County 
GOP. Invited counties included 
Clark, Morgan, Oconee, Ogletho-
rpe, Putnam and Taliaferro. This 
area is home to Lake Oconee with 
19,000 acres of water and 374 miles 
of shoreline that is a man-made 
reservoir created by the Wallace 
Dam on the Oconee River and one 
of the many beautiful areas of our 
state. Afterwards, I head to Dublin 
in Laurens County in middle Geor-
gia and during the drive. Once in 
Dublin, I head to their City Hall 
downtown where I had a recorded 
interview with Gray Media to dis-
cuss the conflict in Iran and fund-
ing of the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). Earlier in the day, 
Dublin had a great St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade downtown and the celebration 
continued with a festival downtown 
that lasted throughout the afternoon. 
I enjoyed visiting the festival with 
the many vendors, food trucks and 
entertainment as well as beautiful 
weather. After a great visit, I head 
to Sandy Springs in northern Ful-
ton County in the metro Atlanta 
area where Frontline Policy Coun-

cil hosted a candidates’ forum for 
statewide candidates. Launched 
in 2017 by Cole Muzio as Family 
Policy Foundation of Georgia and 
relaunched as Frontline Policy Ac-
tion in 2021, this great group seeks 
to meet the immediate need in Geor-
gia to have a state-focused, biblical 
organization that addresses issues 
of life, religious freedom, God’s 
design, human dignity, free speech 
and principled government. On 
Sunday, I was honored to worship 
at Freedom Tabernacle in Cumming 
in Forsyth County near Gainesville 
in northeast Georgia where found-
ers and lead pastors Robbie and Jill 
Mathis do a great job of uniting the 
Body of Christ throughout North 
Georgia. After an inspirational ser-
vice with great preaching and great 
music, I head to Buckhead in Ful-
ton County in metro Atlanta where I 
have the pleasure of speaking to the 
Buckhead Bunch Republican meet-
ing. With members from DeKalb, 
Fulton, and Cobb Counties, this 
combination of brunch buddies 
and Republican friends meets most 
Sundays after Church. After a great 
meeting with theses patriots, I head 
to the airport and fly home to St. 
Simons Island and once I land, I 
head to a birthday bash at Marsh-
side Grill in Brunswick where they 
are celebrating City Market Seafood 
owner Frank Owens’ 50th birthday. 
I’m on the road early this morning 
and headed to Richmond Hill in 
Bryan County where I have a live 
interview with Newsmax to discuss 
the Iran conflict and DHS funding. 
Afterwards, I head to a meeting with 
a group of local breakfast clubs be-
fore heading to a tour of the Rich-
mond Hill Water Treatment Plant 
followed by a tour of the Richmond 
Hill Early Learning Center. Next, I 
head to Southside Savannah where I 
attend the Georgia Southern Univer-
sity (GSU) Irish Heritage Reception 
at the Armstrong State GSU campus 
before heading to downtown Savan-
nah where I am privileged to speak 
at the St. Patrick’s Jasper Green 
ceremony honoring Sgt. William 
Jasper, a revolutionary war hero. 
Afterwards, I head to the airport for 
my return flight to Washington and, 
after numerous delays, finally arrive 
in DC at 2 a.m. Tuesday.

Tuesday, March 17, 2026: Af-
ter a couple of hours of sleep, I’m 
up and at ‘em again as I attend our 
weekly GOP Conference meeting 
before heading back to our office 
for a meeting with our legislative 
team followed by a meeting with 
the National Association of Feder-
ally Impacted Schools. Next, I head 
off Capitol Hill to film a Public Ser-
vice Announcement (PSA) with the 
Weather Channel. Once back on 
Capitol Hill, I have a recorded in-
terview with WSB TV in Atlanta to 
discuss DHS funding and the con-
flict in Iran before meeting with the 
Recycling Partnership to discuss 
the CIRCLE Act, a bill that would 
create a recycling infrastructure in-
vestment tax credit. After a meet-
ing with our White House liaison, 
I meet with representatives from 
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals before 
meeting with Ceres to discuss per-
mitting reform. Next, I meet with a 
great group from the Rome-Floyd 
Chamber of Commerce before join-
ing in on our all staff conference 
call. After a recorded interview with 
11 Alive TV in Atlanta to discuss 
Iran and DHS funding, I meet with 
Blue Force Gear, maker of the back-
pack and web gear for the Air Force 
Security Forces and located in Pool-

er in Chatham County. Next, I head 
to our first vote series of the week 
and, once back in our office, I have 
a Newsmax interview to discuss 
Iran and DHS funding followed by 
a meeting with our scheduling staff. 
Later in the evening, I have an inter-
view on Stacy on the Right on XM 
radio to discuss news of the day.

Wednesday, March 18, 2026: 
After filming this week’s edition of 
Buddy’s Briefing, I meet with our 
communications staff then head to 
a hearing of the Energy and Com-
merce (E&C) Subcommittee on 
Health on healthcare affordability. 
Once back in our office, I meet with 
the Garden Club of America fol-
lowed by a meeting with the new 
CEO of the Hyundai LG Battery 
Manufacturing America facility in 
Bryan County. Next, I meet with the 
Georgia Foundation before heading 
off Capitol Hill for a meeting then 
return to our office where I meet 
with the National League of Cit-
ies followed by the Marine Carbon 
Dioxide Removal. After heading to 
downtown Washington where I am 
the guest on the Ruthless Podcast 
that my staff has been so pumped 
up about, I head to the 2026 DC 
Blockchain Summit where I am on 
stage with Sen. Ted Budd (R-NC) 
and Rep. Troy Downing (R-MT) to 
discuss digital assets and America’s 
strategic edge. Once back in our of-
fice, I meet with the CEO of Sen-
triqs before heading to the House 
Chamber for votes and afterwards 
paying tribute to Georgia Gover-
nor Brian Kemp on being selected 
Safari Club International’s (SCI) 
Governor of the Year. Later, I have a 
special order in the House Chamber 
where I pay tribute to a number of 
individuals and organizations then 
attend a meeting off Capitol Hill 
with the American Nuclear Society 
(ANS).

Thursday, March 19, 2026: Af-
ter a meeting off Capitol Hill with 
the National Association of Spe-
cialty Pharmacy (NASP), I head to 
our weekly GOP Doctor’s Caucus 
meeting then to our weekly E&C 
member meeting. Next, I head to the 
House Chamber for our final vote of 
the week and afterwards pay tribute 
to Joel Leone who has been named 
the new COO at Memorial Health in 
Savannah. After flying back to At-
lanta, I head to Hiawassee in North-
east Georgia where I have the honor 
of speaking to the Towns County 
GOP at their monthly meeting and 
afterwards meet with Hiawassee 
Mayor Jay Chastain.

Friday, March 20, 2026: After 
staying in Hiawassee last night, I’m 
up early this morning and live on 
Newsmax as I discuss the Iran con-
flict and DHS funding. Afterwards, 
I have the honor of speaking to The 
Mountain Movers & Shakers, a 
grassroots, non-partisan civic orga-
nization serving the North Georgia 
mountain region. While traveling 
back to Atlanta, I have a conference 
call with our Chief of Staff and Dis-
trict Director and once back in At-
lanta, I record a video for the Glynn 
County GOP. Later in the evening, 
I attend the Cobb EMC Foundation 
Horizon Gala to benefit the Horizon 
League whose mission is to help 
keep registration fees affordable and 
continue delivering high-quality 
programs for children and adults 
with special needs.

(First District Congressman 
Carter represents most of southeast 
Georgia in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.)

One Strike, You’re Out

BRUNSWICK– 
Southeast Georgia Health 
System is proud to an-
nounce Chloe Hunsuck-
er, RPSGT, as the lat-
est recipient of the BEE 
Award, recognizing team 
members who go Beyond 
Exceptional Expectations 
(BEE) in their service to 
patients, families and fel-
low team members.

Hunsucker, a regis-
tered polysomnographer 
at the Sleep Management 
Center on the Brunswick 
Campus, was recognized 
for her outstanding pa-
tient advocacy, compas-
sion and commitment to 
ensuring seamless care. 
After learning that a pa-
tient had experienced 
delays and confusion in 
scheduling the appropri-
ate sleep study, Hunsuck-
er immediately stepped 
in to help. She worked 
quickly to secure the cor-
rect study, ensured results 
were delivered without 
delay and personally as-
sisted in coordinating 
necessary follow-up care.

Her proactive ap-
proach and dedication 
helped ease the patient’s 
frustration and ensured 
timely treatment. Col-

leagues praised her ini-
tiative, attention to detail 
and unwavering focus on 
the patient experience.

Hunsucker was pre-
sented with a BEE Award 
plaque and certificate 
in front of her peers and 
Health System leader-
ship. She also received 
a BEE pin, balloons and 
honey danishes to share 
with her team.

Those eligible for 
the BEE Award include 
all Health System team 
members and volunteers 
except nurses (RNs and 
LPNs may receive the 
DAISY Award). These 
team members provide 
extraordinary experienc-
es for Health System pa-
tients, their families and 
visitors by exemplifying 
quality service and care.

Nominations for the 
BEE Award may be sub-
mitted online at sghs.
org/bee-award or placed 
in BEE boxes located 
throughout the Health 
System’s Brunswick and 
Camden campuses. A 
committee of team mem-
bers reviews all submis-
sions and selects each 
honoree.

BEE Award Presented 
To  Chloe Hunsucker

BRUNSWICK,   – 
Southeast Georgia Health 
System is inviting the 
community to make a 
lifesaving impact by do-
nating blood at its up-
coming blood drive on 
the Brunswick Campus. 
The drive will take place 
on Thursday, March 26, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in the LifeSouth mobile 
located on the corner 
of Kemble Avenue and 
Parkwood Drive.

Each blood donation 
has the potential to save 
up to three lives, making 
every donor a vital part of 
patient care. Blood sup-

plies are always in de-
mand, and donations help 
ensure that hospitals are 
prepared to treat patients 
facing emergencies, sur-
geries and chronic ill-
nesses.

Both first-time and 
returning donors are en-
couraged to participate. 
Giving blood is a simple 
yet powerful way to sup-
port neighbors, friends 
and loved ones in need.

To schedule an ap-
pointment, persons may 
visit https://bit.ly/DNT-
BLD. Walk-ins are wel-
come.

SGHS Sets Blood Drive

BEE Winner
Registered Nurse Chloe Hunsucker  received the 

BEE Award. 



Calendar &
Business Directory

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day Thursday Friday Saturday

22                                                                                                                           
ATTEND THE CHURCH 

OF YOUR CHOICE

23
 
  

24
  
 v
 

25
 

 
 

26
 
 
 

27 28
 

 

29
ATTEND THE CHURCH 

OF YOUR CHOICE

30
    

  

 

31 

 

 

1 
 

 

2  
   
 

3
  

 

4   

Classifieds
Page  6							       The Long County Press                     		   	   Thursday, March 26, 2026

Letters Policy
	
Letters to the editor are encouraged. Letter-writers should submit signed letters to the editor to pres-

sexpress@bellsouth.net or bring them by the office.  Letters may be edited for length and grammatical 
correctness by the editor. All letters must be signed, but names can be withheld at the editor’s discretion. 

									         			
--The Editor

OBITUARIES ARE FREE
IN THIS NEWSPAPER

We don’t knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or 
intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 3/8/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a 
fall or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer – 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer – up 
to 50% off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A 
small amount of water can lead to 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, call 24/7:  
1-833-871-2090. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you 
call! 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:  
Reliable & experienced. 
Competitive rates.  From simple 
household problems to installing 
a brand new electrical system, we 
can take care of it all! Call now 
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you call! 1-833-
399-6566 

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
today schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602 

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT 
YOUR HOME from pests safely 
and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders 
and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for service or 
an inspection today! 1-833-406-

0231  Have zip code of property 
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 
60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect 
your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America’s Number One 
Awning! Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up 
to 10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337 

MISCELLANEOUS

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided 
tours available. Affordable, social 
and stress-free travel designed for 
mature travelers. Our tours include 
accommodations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightseeing, 
entrance fees, a professional Tour 
Director and select meals. For 
a limited time SAVE $250 on all 
tours. Call YMT today. 1-855-548-
2623 

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop 
Creditor Harassment, Collection 
Calls, Repossession and Legal 
Actions! Speak to a Professional 
Attorney and Get the Help You 
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS?  Threatened with 
foreclosure?  Denied a loan 
modification? Let us help! Call the 
Homeowner Relief Line to speak 
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or 
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed 
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a 
free, instant price quote on your 
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children and 
preventing abduction. Accepting 
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not May 
Qualify for Tax Deduction – Call 
(888) 515-3813.

TV/INTERNET 

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To 
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY 
SERVICE with coupon 42522! 
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-
641-6792

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College 
has announced the stu-
dents who earned top 
academic honors for 
the Fall 2025 semes-
ter. Students are recog-
nized for outstanding 
classroom performance 
across three achieve-
ment lists: the Presi-
dent’s Honor List, the 
Dean’s Honor List 
and the Distinguished 
Achievement List.

The President’s 
Honor List, ABAC’s 
highest academic rec-
ognition, includes stu-
dents who achieved a 
perfect 4.0 grade point 
average. To qualify, 
each student must have 
earned an A in every 
course while complet-
ing a minimum of 12 
credit hours.

Students named to 
the Dean’s Honor List 
earned at least a 3.5 
GPA on a 4.0 scale and 
also completed a mini-
mum of 12 hours of 
academic coursework.

The Distinguished 
Achievement List rec-
ognizes part-time stu-
dents who completed 
between six and 11 
credit hours and earned 

a GPA of 3.5 or higher. 
This honor highlights 
exceptional scholastic 
performance among 
students carrying a re-
duced course load.

ABAC Provost 
and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Ja-
son Goodner expressed 
gratitude and pride 
when asked about what 
made these achieve-
ments possible. “Our 
students continue to 
achieve at high levels,” 
Goodner said. “Their 
achievements speak to 
their hard work and to 
the strength of ABAC’s 
student success initia-
tives. Because of these 
efforts, students repre-
senting 126 of Geor-
gia’s 159 counties were 
honored across all 
three lists, highlighting 
the statewide impact of 
our programs.”

The list of students 
by hometown and 
acheivment is as fol-
lows:

Ludowici students 
on the President’s List 
include Bobby Staudt 
Jr.

Ludowici students 
on the Dean’s List in-
cludes Kyra Staudt.

ABAC Announces Listings



Local News

Subscribe today to the

The Long 
County Press

1 year only $30.00 in county 
or $40.00 out of county

--------------------Clip coupon & mail to-------------------
The Long County Press

P.O. Box 1228
Ludowici, GA 31316

Name_________________________________

Address_______________________________

City_________________State____Zip _________
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The Long County Press
Phone: (912) 256-7990

E-mail: pressexpress@bellsouth.net
Mittie Vaughan

Editor and Publisher
 
The Long County Press (U.S.P.S. Permit No. 5930) is  published weekly by Mittie 

Vaughan, d/b/a Press Publishing Company. The Long County Press office is located at 44 
Stevens Lane in Ludowici, GA 31316.  “Periodicals” postage is paid at the Ludowici Post 
Office, Ludowici, GA 31316.

  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Long County Press, P.O. Box 1228, 
Ludowici, GA 31316.

Upcoming Events:
E-mail to pressandexpress@gmail.com,  or mail to P.O. 

Box 1228, Ludowici, GA. 
or those wishing to report events may call (912) 276-8751

Calendar
Of Events

Ludowici Council Meets 2nd Tuesday
The regularly sched-

uled council meeting is 
held the second Tues-
day of each month at the 
Ludowici City Hall.

The Ludowici 
Council usually meets 
at 9 a.m. in the meet-
ing room-courtroom at 
Ludowici City Hall.

 The public is invit-
ed, according to Mayor 
Jim Fuller,

Long P&Z Board Meeting Third Monday
The Long County 

Planning & Zoning 
Board meets the third 
Monday of each month.

The public is invited 

to attend the meetings, 
which begin at 6 p.m.

The meeting previ-
ously was held on the 
second Tuesday of each 

month but has been 
changed, according to 
staff at the Long County 
Commission office. 

LCDA Meets Fourth Tuesday Of Month
The Long County 

Development Author-
ity meets the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 

Meetings begin at 6 p.m.
The public is invited 

to all meetings of the au-
thority. 

Brad Day is ex-
ecuive director of the 
Long County Develop-
ment Authority.

Commissioners Meet First Tuesday
The Long County 

Board Of Commission-
ers meet each first Tues-
day of the month for the 
regular meeting of the 
commission.

The county commis-
sion meeting is held at 6 
p.m. .

The public is invited 
to attend and may call 
the commission office to 

get on the agenda of the 
meeting, according to 

The meeting will be 
held at  6 p.m., begin-
ning with the October 
meeting. 

The Ludowici-Long 
County Family Connec-
tion meeting is held on 
the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 10 a.m.

Family Connections  
may be reached at Ludo-
wici-Long County Fam-
ily Connection, 50 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., SW 

Ludowici, GA 31316 or 
by calling (912) 977-
2721. 

Family Connections Meeting Set 3rd Wednesday

The Long County 
Board of Education 
meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month, 

a change in meeting 
date. 

The meeting begins 
at 4:30  p.m,. at the Long 

County Board of Edu-
cation Office, located 
on Academy Street in 
Ludowici.. 

Long Board of Education Is 2nd Tuesday



NOTICE OF SALE UN-
DER POWER 

STATE OF GEORGIA
 LONG COUNTY
WHEREAS, Wil-

liam Kenneth Nichols, as 
borrower(s), executed a 
SECURITY DEED to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as 
grantee, as nominee for Eq-
uity Prime Mortgage LLC, 
Lender which was dated 
7/11/2024, and recorded on 
7/16/2024, as Instrument 
No. D2024002043, in Book 
552, Page 937, securing the 
payment of a Note in the 
amount of $342,000.00 in 
Long County, Georgia Reg-
ister of Deeds. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
notice is hereby given that 
the entire indebtedness has 
been declared due and pay-
able as provided in said Se-
curity Deed by the Holder, 
and by virtue of the power 
of sale and authority vested 
in it, will on 5/5/2026 sell at 
public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash Before 
the Courthouse door of the 
Long County Courthouse, 
75 E Academy St, Ludowici, 
Georgia 31316 of Long, the 
following described proper-
ty situated in Long County, 
Georgia, to wit: 

TRACT ONE: ALL THAT 
CERTAIN TRACT OR PAR-
CEL OF LAND LYING AND 
BEING IN THE 24TH G. M. 
LAND DISTRICT OF LONG 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, CON-
TAINING EIGHT AND. 
FOUR HUNDRED SEVEN-
TY-FOUR THOUSANDTHS 
(8.474) ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS, BEING BOUND ON 
THE NORTH BY LANDS 
NOW OR FORMERLY OF 
JAMES D. HALL AND ELI-
VIRA B. HALL; EAST BY 
RIGHT OF WAY OF WHITE 
ROAD; SOUTH BY LANDS, 
NOW OR FORMERLY 
OF PAUL B. KREBS, JR; 
AND ON THE WEST 
AND NORTHWEST BY 
CHANNEL OF DOCTORS 
CREEK. SAID PARCEL OF 
LAND HAS SUCH METES, 
BOUNDS, AND LOCATION 
AS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
THEREOF PREPARED BY 
A.G. WELTS JR, G.R.L.S.# 
1656, DATED DECEMBER 
14, 1988, END RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 13, FO-
LIO 223, LONG COUNTY 
DEED OF RECORDS. 
SAID PROPERTY IS ALSO 
IDENTIFIED AS BEING A 
PART OF WHAT IS LOCAL-
LY KNOWN AS THE OW 
JESSE BREWER HOUSE 
PLACE, FOR A FURTHER 
DESCRIPTION OF SAID 
PROPERTY, REFERENCE 
IS HEREBY MADE TO 
THE AFORESAID PLAT 
AND RECORD THEREOF. 
THIS BEING THE SAME 
PROPERTY CONVEYED 
FRONT MARCUS STEVEN 
FARMER TO JAMES 10. 
HALL AND ELVIRA HALL 
BY WARRANTY DEED 
WITH JOINT RIGHTS OF 
SURVIVORSHIP DATED 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2000 AND 
RECORDED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE CLERK OF 
SUPERIOR COURT, LONG 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, IN 
DEED BOOK 191, PAGE 
79. 

TRACT TWO: ALL 
THAT CERTAIN TRACT 
OR PARCEL OF LAND 
BY LYING AND BEING IN 
THE 24TH G.M LAND DIS-
TRICT OF LONG COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, CONTAIN-
ING EIGHT AND EIGHT: 
HUNDRED NINETY-FOUR 
THOUSANDTHS. (8.894) 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
BEING BOUND ON THE 
NORTH LANDS, NOW OR 
FORMERLY OF JIMMY 
HOME; EAST BY LANDS 
NOW OR FORMERLY 

OF PAUL B. KREBS JR.; 
AND ON THE WEST AND 
NORTHWEST BY THE 
CHANNEL OF DOCTORS 
CREEK. SAID PARCEL OF 
LAND HAS SUCH METES, 
BOUNDS, AND CHANNEL 
AS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
THEREOF PREPARED BY 
AG WELLS JR., G.R.L.S.# 
1656, DATED DECEMBER 
14, 1988, AND RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 13, FO-
LIO 224, LONG COUNTY 
DEED OF RECORDS. 
SAID PROPERTY IS ALSO 
IDENTIFIED AS BEING: A 
PART OF WHAT IS LOCAL-
LY KNOW AS THE OLD. 
JESSE BREWER HOUSE 
PLACE. FOR FURTHER 
DESCRIPTION OF SAID 
PROPERTY, REFERENCE 
IS HERBY MADE TO THE 
AFORESAID PLAT AND 
THE RECORDS THERE-
OF. Tax Parcel ID: 065-009-
015 Being real property 
commonly known as 523 
WHITE RD SE LUDOWICI, 
GA 31316 

The debt remaining 
in default, this sale will be 
made for the purpose of 
paying the debt and all ex-
penses of this sale includ-
ing attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given). 
Said sale will be made sub-
ject to the following items 
which may affect the title 
to said property: All restric-
tive covenants, easements 
and rights-of-way appearing 
of record, if any; all zoning 
ordinances; matters which 
would be disclosed by an 
accurate survey or by an in-
spection of the property; all 
outstanding or unpaid bills 
and assessments for street 
improvements, curbing, gar-
bage, water, sewage and 
public utilities which may 
be liens upon said property; 
and any outstanding taxes, 
assessments and other liens 
superior to the security deed 
being foreclosed hereby. To 
the best knowledge and be-
lief of the undersigned, the 
above-described property 
is in the possession of the 
borrower and/or other per-
sons with the consent and 
acquiescence of the bor-
rower. Except to the extent 
that the Holder may bind 
and obligate Mortgagors to 
warrant title to the Property 
under the terms of the Se-
curity Deed, conveyance of 
the Property shall be made 
without any representations 
or warranties whatsoever, 
express or implied. All sales 
are “as is”, “where is’. The 
entire purchase price is due 
and payable at the conclu-
sion of the auction in the 
form of certified funds. In-
sufficient funds will not be 
accepted. 

Amounts received in 
excess of the winning bid 
will be refunded to the suc-
cessful purchaser. This 
property is being sold with 
express reservation that 
the sale is subject to con-
firmation by lender or Sub-
stitute Trustee. Pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, 
the name, address and tele-
phone number of the per-
son or entity who shall have 
full authority to negotiate, 
amend, or modify all terms 
of the above-described 
mortgage is as follows: Car-
rington Mortgage Services, 
LLC, 500 N. State College 
Blvd., Suite 1300 Orange, 
CA 92868 , Telephone No.: 
800-561-4567 The forego-
ing notwithstanding, noth-
ing in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-
162.2 shall be construed 
to require Equity Prime 
Mortgage LLC to negoti-
ate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the Security Deed 
described herein. Equity 

Prime Mortgage LLC as At-
torney in Fact for William 
Kenneth Nichols Attorney 
Contact: Tromberg, Miller, 
Morris & Partners, PLLC 
3000 Langford Road, Build-
ing 100 Peachtree Corners, 
GA 30071 Phone: 404-793-
1447 Fax: 404-738-1558 TS 
# 25-37212 

THIS COMMUNICA-
TION IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE

2/12/2026, 2/19/2026, 
2/26/2026, 3/05/2026, 
3/12/2026, 3/19/2026. 
3/26/2026, 4/02/2026, 
4/9/2026, 4/16/2026, 
4/23/2026. 4/30/2026 
PPLLC  946

________________
 NOTICE OF SALE UN-

DER POWER 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
LONG COUNTY 
WHEREAS, Joseph C. 

Morales, a married person , 
as borrower(s), executed a 
SECURITY DEED to Mort-
gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, 
as nominee for Guaranteed 
Rate, Inc., a corporation, 
Lender which was dated 
1/27/2023, and recorded on 
1/30/2023, as Instrument 
No. D2023000261, in Book 
529, Page 408, securing the 
payment of a Note in the 
amount of $326,340.00 in 
Long County, Georgia Reg-
ister of Deeds. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
notice is hereby given that 
the entire indebtedness has 
been declared due and pay-
able as provided in said Se-
curity Deed by the Holder, 
and by virtue of the power 
of sale and authority vested 
in it, will on 5/5/2026 sell at 
public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash Before 
the Courthouse door of the 
Long County Courthouse, 
75 E Academy St, Ludowici, 
Georgia 31316 of Long, the 
following described property 
situated in Long County, 
Georgia, to wit: 

ALL THAT CERTAIN 
LOT, TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND SITUATE, LY-
ING AND BEING IN THE 
1756TH G.M. DISTRICT OF 
LONG COUNTY, GEOR-
GIA, BEING KNOWN AND 
DESIGNATED AS LOT NO. 
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Legal Notices
87, MURRAY CROSSING 
SUBDIVISION, PHASE 3, 
AS SHOWN AND REPRE-
SENTED ON THAT CER-
TAIN PLAT OF SURVEY 
MADE AND PREPARED BY 
JOE P. DAVIS, GEORGIA 
REGISTERED LAND SUR-
VEYOR NO. 1436, BEAR-
ING A SURVEY DATE OF 
JULY 3, 2015, AND A PLAT 
DATE OF AUGUST 4, 2015, 
AND BEING RECORDED 
IN PLAT CABINET A31, 
SLIDE 3D, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF SUPE-
RIOR COURT OF LONG 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, SAID 
PLAT BY SPECIFIC REF-
ERENCE IS MADE A PART 
HEREOF FOR DESCRIP-
TIVE AND ALL OTHER 
PURPOSES. SAID LOT OF 
LAND BEING BOUNDED, 
NOW OR FORMERLY, AS 
FOLLOWS: NORTHERLY 
BY THE RIGHT OF WAY 
OF OWENS STREET; 
EASTERLY BY LOT NO. 88; 
SOUTHERLY BY JURIS-
DICTIONAL WETLANDS/
STATE WATERS; AND 
WESTERLY BY LOT NO. 
86, ALL AS SHOWN ON 
THE ABOVE REFERRED 
TO PLAT OF SURVEY. 
THIS CONVEYANCE IS 
MADE SUBJECT TO THAT 
CERTAIN DECLARATION 
OF COVENANTS, CON-
DITIONS, AND RESTRIC-
TIONS FOR MURRAY 
CROSSING SUBDIVISION, 
DATED FEBRUARY 22, 
2011, AND RECORDED IN 
DEED BOOK 357, PAGES 
1-59, AND THAT CERTAIN 
FIRST AMENDMENT TO 
DECLARATION OF COV-
ENANTS, CONDITIONS, 
AND RESTRICTIONS 
FOR MURRAY CROSS-
ING SUBDIVISION, DATED 
APRIL 30, 2012 AND RE-
CORDED IN DEED BOOK 
385, FOLIO 340-343, AND 
THAT CERTAIN SECOND 
AMENDMENT TO DECLA-
RATION OF COVENANTS, 
CONDITIONS, AND RE-
STRICTIONS FOR MUR-
RAY CROSSING SUBDIVI-
SION, DATED NOVEMBER 
18, 2014, AND RECORDED 
IN DEED BOOK 446; FO-
LIO 1433-1436, AND THAT 
CERTAIN THIRD SUPPLE-
MENTAL DECLARATION 
OF COVENANTS, CON-
DITIONS, AND RESTRIC-
TIONS FOR MURRAY 
CROSSING SUBDIVISION, 

DATED JULY 24, 2017, 
AND RECORDED IN DEED 
BOOK 461, PAGES 1926-
1932, IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE CLERK OF SUPE-
RIOR COURT OF LONG 
COUNTY, GEORGIA. THIS 
CONVEYANCE IS ALSO 
MADE SUBJECT TO THAT 
CERTAIN 50’ WETLAND 
BUFFER, AS SHOWN 
AND REPRESENTED ON 
THAT CERTAIN PLAT OF 
SURVEY MADE AND PRE-
PARED BY JOE P. DAVIS, 
GEORGIA REGISTERED 
LAND SURVEYOR NO. 
1436, BEARING A SURVEY 
DATE OF JULY 3, 2015, 
AND A PLAT DATE OF AU-
GUST 4, 2015, AND BE-
ING RECORDED IN PLAT 
CABINET A31, SLIDE 3D, 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF SUPERIOR 
COURT OF LONG COUN-
TY, GEORGIA. Tax Parcel 
ID: 072- -027 087 Being 
real property commonly 
known as 126 OWENS ST 
NE LUDOWICI, GA 31316 
The debt remaining in de-
fault, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying 
the debt and all expenses of 
this sale including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to col-
lect attorney’s fees having 
been given). Said sale will 
be made subject to the fol-
lowing items which may af-
fect the title to said property: 
All restrictive covenants, 
easements and rights-of-
way appearing of record, if 
any; all zoning ordinances; 
matters which would be dis-
closed by an accurate sur-
vey or by an inspection of 
the property; all outstanding 
or unpaid bills and assess-
ments for street improve-
ments, curbing, garbage, 
water, sewage and public 
utilities which may be liens 
upon said property; and any 
outstanding taxes, assess-
ments and other liens su-
perior to the security deed 
being foreclosed hereby. To 
the best knowledge and be-
lief of the undersigned, the 
above-described property is 
in the possession of the bor-
rower and/or other persons 
with the consent and acqui-
escence of the borrower.

 Except to the extent 
that the Holder may bind 
and obligate Mortgagors to 
warrant title to the Property 
under the terms of the Se-

curity Deed, conveyance of 
the Property shall be made 
without any representations 
or warranties whatsoever, 
express or implied. All sales 
are “as is”, “where is’. The 
entire purchase price is due 
and payable at the conclu-
sion of the auction in the 
form of certified funds. Insuf-
ficient funds will not be ac-
cepted. Amounts received 
in excess of the winning 
bid will be refunded to the 
successful purchaser. This 
property is being sold with 
express reservation that 
the sale is subject to con-
firmation by lender or Sub-
stitute Trustee. Pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, 
the name, address and tele-
phone number of the per-
son or entity who shall have 
full authority to negotiate, 
amend, or modify all terms 
of the above-described 
mortgage is as follows: Car-
rington Mortgage Services, 
LLC, 500 N. State College 
Blvd., Suites 1030, 1300 & 
1400 Orange, CA 92868 , 
Telephone No.: 800-561-
4567 

The foregoing not-
withstanding, nothing in 
O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 
shall be construed to re-
quire Carrington Mortgage 
Services, LLC to negotiate, 
amend, or modify the terms 
of the Security Deed de-
scribed herein. Carrington 
Mortgage Services, LLC as 
Attorney in Fact for Joseph 
C. Morales.

Attorney Contact: 
Tromberg, Miller, Morris 
& Partners, PLLC 3000 
Langford Road, Building 
100 Peachtree Corners, 
GA 30071 Phone: 404-793-
1447 Fax: 404-738-1558 
TS # 26-39102 THIS COM-
MUNICATION IS FROM A 
DEBT COLLECTOR AT-
TEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

3/19/2026
3/26/2026
4/02/2026
4/09/2026
4/16/2026
4/23/2026
4/30/2026
PPLLC 945

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of Ludowici hereby gives notice that the 

Ludowici City Council will hold its regular City Council 
Meeting on April 1, 2026, immediately following the 
Public Hearing scheduled for 9:00 a.m., at Ludowici 
City Hall, located at 469 N. Macon Street, Ludowici, 

Georgia.

This meeting will serve in place of the regularly sched-
uled City Council Meeting previously set for April 14, 

2026, which will not be held. 

Letters Policy
	
Letters to the editor are encouraged. Letter-writers should submit signed letters to the editor to pres-

sexpress@bellsouth.net or bring them by the office.  Letters may be edited for length and grammatical 
correctness by the editor. All letters must be signed, but names can be withheld at the editor’s discretion. 

									         --The Editor
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The Season Of Advent Is Upon Us

AUGUSTA, GA: A fed-
eral grand jury, presiding in 
the Southern District of Geor-
gia, indicted eight individu-
als connected to the House of 
Prayer Christian Churches of 
America (HOPCC) for vari-
ous fraud schemes and tax 
charges.

On September 10, 2025, 
a federal court unsealed a 
26-count indictment.  The in-
dictment charges:

FNU LNU (First Name 
Unknown, Last Name Un-
known) aka RONY DENIS, 
age unknown, of Hinesville, 
Georgia, West Palm Beach 
Florida, and Martinez, Geor-
gia, with Conspiracy to Com-
mit Bank Fraud, Conspiracy 
to Commit Wire Fraud, and 
Aiding and Assisting in Filing 
a False Tax Return.

 ANTHONY OLOANS, 
54, of Hinesville, Georgia, 
with Conspiracy to Commit 
Bank Fraud and Bank Fraud.

JOSEPH FRYAR, 51, of 
Hinesville, Georgia and Mar-
tinez, Georgia, with Conspir-
acy to Commit Bank Fraud 
and Bank Fraud.

DENNIS NOSTRANT, 
55, of Hinesville, Georgia, 
with Conspiracy to Commit 
Bank Fraud and Bank Fraud.

GERARD ROBERTSON, 
57, of Hinesville, Georgia, 
with Conspiracy to Commit 
Bank Fraud and Conspiracy 
to Commit Wire Fraud.

DAVID REIP, 52, of 
Hinesville, Georgia, with 
Conspiracy to Commit Bank 
Fraud and Bank Fraud.

 MARCUS LABAT, 42, 
of Hinesville, Georgia, with 
Conspiracy to Commit Wire 
Fraud and Wire Fraud.

 OMAR GARCIA, 40, 
of Palm Bay, Florida, with 
Conspiracy to Commit Wire 
Fraud and Wire Fraud.

The maximum penalties 
for Conspiracy to Commit 
Bank Fraud and Bank Fraud 
are up to 30 years of impris-
onment, up to a $1,000,000 
fine, and not more than 5 
years of supervised release.

The maximum penalties 
for Conspiracy to Commit 
Wire Fraud and Wire Fraud 
are up to 20 years of impris-
onment, up to a $250,000 fine, 
and not more than 3 years of 
supervised release.

The maximum penalties 
for Aiding and Assisting in 
the Filing of a False Tax Re-
turn are up to 3 years of im-
prisonment, up to a $250,000 
fine, and not more than 1 year 
of supervised release.

According to the indict-
ment, the group’s leader 
posed as “Rony Denis,” an 
identity he allegedly stole 
in 1983. Using that identity, 
he became a U.S. citizen in 
2002 and went on to estab-
lish HOPCC and its affiliate 
House of Prayer Bible Semi-
nary (HOPBS).

The indictment alleges 
that Denis and his close as-
sociates — Anthony Oloans, 
Joseph Fryar, Dennis Nos-
trant, Gerard Robertson, Da-
vid Reip, Marcus Labat, and 
Omar Garcia — used their 
leadership positions to exert 
extreme control over congre-
gants. The indictment alleges 
that members were manipu-
lated into turning over per-
sonal information, pressured 
into marriages and divorces 
arranged by church leaders, 
and forced to live in proper-
ties tied to the defendants that 
generated rental income.

The defendants are also 
accused of exploiting military 
personnel by recruiting them 
into the church, directing 
them to enroll in HOPBS, and 
then using their Veterans Ad-
ministration benefits to funnel 
money into church-controlled 
accounts. Leaders allegedly 
disguised payouts to them-
selves as “expense reimburse-
ments,” “love offerings,” and 
similar terms, while also us-
ing fraudulently gained funds 
to pay credit card bills for the 
defendants.

The indictment further 
describes how leaders main-
tained a list of “ex-HOPCC 
traitors,” humiliated members 
for perceived rule violations, 
and restricted contact with 
family members who left the 
church.

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is looking for 
additional victims (see more 
below).

Bank Fraud Scheme
According to the indict-

ment, in 2004 until the pres-
ent, defendants Rony Denis, 
Anthony Oloans, Joseph 
Fryar, Dennis Nostrant, Ge-
rard Robertson, and David 
Reip, along with others, en-
gaged in a long-running con-
spiracy to defraud financial 
institutions.

The defendants allegedly 
recruited members of their or-
ganization to serve as “straw 
buyers” in real estate transac-
tions, concealing the true buy-
ers’ identities. They falsified 
loan applications and clos-
ing documents, used forged 

powers of attorney, and cre-
ated limited liability corpora-
tions to acquire and transfer 
properties. After seizing con-
trol of these properties, they 
converted them into rental 
homes, collecting more than 
$5.2 million in rental income 
between 2018 and 2020.

Funds from the scheme 
were allegedly used to pay 
mortgages on the properties, 
cover personal expenses, and 
benefit members of the con-
spiracy, while leaving some 
of the straw buyers with dam-
aged credit and foreclosures.

The Fraudulent Veterans 
Affairs Education Benefits 
Scheme

The indictment alleges 
that beginning no later than 
2011 and continuing through 
2022, Rony Denis, Omar Gar-
cia, Marcus Labat, and Ge-
rard Robertson conspired to 
defraud the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) and 
U.S. military veterans of mil-
lions in education benefits.

According to the indict-
ment, the defendants fraudu-
lently obtained a religious ex-
emption from state regulators 
in Georgia to operate two of 
the five locations of HOPBS. 
This exemption required that 
Georgia seminaries not re-
ceive federal funds. Never-
theless, the Georgia HOPS 
applied for and accepted VA 
education benefits, making 
it ineligible to maintain the 
exemption. HOPBS received 
more than $3 million in edu-
cation benefits for its Georgia 
locations and more than $23.5 
million for all five locations.

From 2013 through 2021, 
HOPBS officers fraudulently 
submitted false certifications 
to Georgia regulators that 
claimed the seminary did not 
receive federal funds, despite 
receiving millions in VA pay-
ments each year. The scheme 
funneled funding from VA 
education benefits to its semi-
nary and related church ac-
counts, enriching the defen-
dants while exhausting some 
veterans’ benefits, often with-
out students completing their 
programs.

Filing False Tax Returns
The indictment also 

charges Rony Denis with aid-
ing in the preparation and fil-
ing of false income tax returns 
for calendar years 2018, 2019, 
and 2020. According to the 
indictment, Rony Denis false-
ly reported a total income of 
$165,601 in 2018, $155,408 
in 2019, and $247,433 in 

2020, despite knowing those 
figures were false.

The FBI and the United 
States Attorney’s Office are 
seeking additional victims 
whose personally identifiable 
information (PII) may have 
been misused by HOPCC. 
If you, your family member, 
or anyone you know has had 
contact with HOPCC and 
would like to report a crime, 
please complete this on-
line questionnaire: fbi.gov/
HOPCCVictims.

“This indictment alleges a 
scheme in which individuals 
betrayed the trust of church 
members for self-enrichment 
at the members’ expense,” 
said U.S. Attorney Heap. “We 
commend the work of our 
law enforcement partners in 
unraveling this fraudulent op-
eration.”

“The defendants are ac-
cused of exploiting trust, 
faith, and even the service of 
our nation’s military mem-
bers to enrich themselves,” 
said Paul Brown, Special 
Agent in Charge of FBI At-
lanta. “This indictment makes 
clear that using coercion, ma-
nipulation, and fraud under 
the guise of religion will not 
shield wrongdoers from ac-
countability.”

“Safeguarding Post-
9/11 GI Bill education ben-
efit funds reserved for de-
serving veterans remains a 
priority and our investigators 
are working diligently in the 
field to ensure these programs 
are not exploited for financial 
gain and greed,” said Spe-
cial Agent in Charge David 
Spilker with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs Office of 
Inspector General’s Southeast 
Field Office. “These indict-
ments are a clear warning that 
the VA OIG, alongside our 
partners, will continue to ag-
gressively pursue those who 
seek to defraud these vital VA 
benefits.”

“The defendants are ac-
cused of fraudulently receiv-
ing VA education benefits 
intended for those who hon-
orably served in our coun-
try’s armed forces, along with 
committing other financial 
crimes,” said Special Agent 
in Charge Demetrius Harde-
man, IRS Criminal Investi-
gation, Atlanta Field Office. 
“IRS Criminal Investigation 
special agents are diligently 
investigating those who com-
mit financial fraud on the U.S. 
government and law-abiding 
taxpayers.”

“Those who abuse the 
housing finance system for 
fraud will be held account-
able,” said Edwin S. Bonano, 
Special Agent in Charge at 
the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency Office of Inspector 
General (FHFA-OIG). “FH-
FA-OIG is proud to stand 
with our law enforcement 
partners to protect victims 
and safeguard the integrity of 
the housing finance system.”

“Today’s coordinated ar-
rests of individuals connected 
to the House of Prayer Chris-
tian Churches of America and 
House of Prayer Bible Semi-
nary effectively disrupts a 
calculated scheme to defraud 
our military service members 
and veterans of their hard-
earned VA benefits,” said 
Special Agent in Charge Ryan 
O’Connor of the Department 
of Army Criminal Investiga-
tive Division’s Southern Field 
Office.  “This investigation 
underscores CID’s unwaver-
ing commitment to protecting 
those who have served, and 
we will continue to aggres-
sively pursue those who seek 
to exploit their trust and sac-
rifice.”

“USCIS will hold those 
that perpetrate immigration 
fraud accountable, and we 
will support any DOJ efforts 
to denaturalize this criminal, 
who used a stolen identity to 
fraudulently obtain U.S. citi-
zenship,” said Sarah Posvar, 
Associate Portfolio Director, 
with USCIS’ Fraud Detection 
and National Security Direc-
torate.”

This case is being inves-
tigated by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Veterans Af-
fairs Office of the Inspector 
General, Internal Revenue 
Service, the Federal Housing 
Finance Authority, the De-
partment of the Army, CID, 
and United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, 
with valuable assistance from 
the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service.  Assistant United 
States Attorneys Patricia G. 
Rhodes and George J.C. Ja-
cobs, III are prosecuting the 
case.

An indictment is merely 
an allegation. All defendants 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty beyond a rea-
sonable doubt in a court of 
law.

For questions, persons 
should contact the U.S. At-
torney’s Office at (912) 652-
4422. 

Eight Members Of House Of Prayer Christian Church
Indicted For Fraud Schemes In Operation “False Profit”

Upcoming Meetings & Ses-
sions

Future Land Use Stakeholder 
Meeting

March 30th @ 6:00 PM – BOC
CMPC – 3rd Quarter Housing, 

Education, and Roads
March 31st @ 6:00 PM – BOC
CMPC – 3rd Quarter Refuse, 

Fire, Recreation/Tourism
April 2nd @ 6:00 PM – BOC
CMPC – 3rd Quarter Commu-

nity Planning
April 6th @ 6:00 PM – BOC
Regular BOC Monthly Meet-

ing
April 7th @ 6:00 PM – BOC

Final Public Hearing for the 
Future Land Use Update

April 9th @ 6:00 PM – BOC
Planning and Zoning Board 

Meeting
(Postponed) April 20th @ 6:00 

PM – BOC
Quarterly Town Hall
April 23rd @ 6:00 PM – 

Courthouse
The The County Manager 

Planning Committee (CMPC)—a 
quarterly public planning session 
designed to gather ideas and col-
laborate with the community on 
new initiatives. These sessions 
will consist of just the County 

Manager and members of the pub-
lic. No appointment or qualifica-
tions are required other than being 
a Long County resident.

Each session will be a 90-min-
ute informal drop-in meeting, pro-
viding residents an opportunity to 
share ideas, concerns, and sugges-
tions for improving our commu-
nity.

“I encourage all Long County 
residents to attend and participate 
in shaping the future of our com-
munity. Your ideas and input are 
important,” said County Manager 
Richardson.

Upcoming Events Announced SAVANNAH, GA:  
A Hinesville man who 
threatened to kill employ-
ees at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs has been 
sentenced to federal pris-
on. 

Alexis Beatles, 44, of 
Hinesville, was sentenced 
to 70 months in prison 
for his conviction on 
two counts of Interstate 
Communications with 
Threats to Injure Another, 
said Margaret E. “Meg” 
Heap, U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of 
Georgia. U.S. District 
Court Chief Judge R. Stan 

Baker also fined Beatles 
$1,500 and ordered him 
to serve three years of 
supervised release upon 
completion of his prison 
term. There is no parole 
in the federal system.

“Alexis Beatles di-
rected threats of death 
and violence to VA em-
ployees, U.S. citizens and 
even the families of police 
officers,” said U.S. Attor-
ney Heap. “We commend 
our law enforcement and 
investigative partners for 
making our community 
safer by holding Beatles 
accountable.” 

Hinesville Man Sentenced
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Continued From Page 1  
•	 Bryant, Christopher

•	 Bryant, Teresa
•	 Burdette, Jessica
•	 Burke-Groves, Angela
•	 Burkhalter, Alisha
•	 Burriss, Alisha
•	 Caines, Sabrina
•	 Caslen, Lauren
•	 Cason, Kim (49%)
•	 Chambless, Tyler
•	 Chancey, Melinda
•	 Chapman, Harriet 

(49%)
•	 Chatman, Stanley
•	 Childers-Werdlow, 

Cynthia
•	 Clark, Alexis
•	 Coleman, Diana
•	 Collier, Cody
•	 Cook, Kaylee
•	 Cotten, Elizabeth
•	 Crawford, Celina
•	 Creekmore, Dianne
•	 Crews, Amanda
•	 Daniels, Aubree
•	 Davis, Cynthia
•	 Davis, Eric
•	 Dawson, Ainsley
•	 Day, Misty
•	 Deal, Ashley
•	 DeLoach, Calysta
•	 Dent, Haleigh
•	 Denton-Warren, Chris-

lyn
•	 Devia, Estrella
•	 Dukes, Erica
•	 Durrence, Mary
•	 Earl, Tiffany
•	 Eastlake, Brandi
•	 Eastlake, Patrick
•	 Edmondson, Jeffrey
•	 Elias, Joshua
•	 Elix, Malaka
•	 Ellison, Melanie
•	 Evans, Tonniesha
•	 Felton, Angela
•	 Ferrie, Katherine
•	 Fleeger, Jessica
•	 Fleming, Hester
•	 Fletcher, Michael
•	 Forman, Ashley
•	 Fuentes, Susan
•	 Fulton, Jennifer
•	 Futch, Jennifer
•	 Gaines, Crystal
•	 Garrason, Jessica
•	 Garrido, Heather
•	 Gates, Latisha
•	 Gill, David
•	 Gill, Holland
•	 Gill, Kara
•	 Granger, George
•	 Green, Victoria

•	 Haggerty, Joanna
•	 Hall, Adrienne
•	 Harland, Thomas
•	 Harper, Carmen
•	 Harper, Kaye
•	 Harriman, Ashley
•	 Harris, Jordan
•	 Harrison, Contessa
•	 Harrison, Kaylyn
•	 Harrison, Stevie
•	 Heller, Pamala
•	 Hettinger, Abigail
•	 Hernandez, Crystal
•	 Hewitt, Brittany
•	 Hobbs, James
•	 Hobby, Bonny
•	 Holloway, Victoria
•	 Horne, Amber
•	 Horne, Heidi
•	 Howard, Carly
•	 Huffman, Nicole
•	 Hunt, Kiley
•	 Jackson, Jessica
•	 Jackson, Lacee
•	 Jackson, Tashun
•	 Jimenez, Dianna
•	 Johnson, Jansen
•	 Johnson, Joezarriah
•	 Johnson, Kaley
•	 Johnson, Kelsey
•	 Johnson, Shanda
•	 Johnston, Ashley
•	 Jones, Melissa
•	 Joyner, Taylor
•	 Kagee, Mackenzie
•	 Kasperian, Tammy
•	 Kelly, Linda
•	 Kelly, Miriam
•	 Kennedy, Caitlin
•	 Kennedy, Clint
•	 Kennedy, Harley
•	 Kent, Matthew
•	 Kessel, Jessica
•	 Kicklighter, Kirsten
•	 King, Kari
•	 Kittles, Tia
•	 Kosmopolis, Rachel
•	 Kunda, Preston
•	 Kunda, Stephanie
•	 Kuzlik, Cheyanne
•	 Lacy, Kylee
•	 Lairamore, Mary
•	 Lalonde, Stacey
•	 Lamy, Lindsay
•	 Leming, Stephanie
•	 Lewis, Keri
•	 Lloyd, Constance
•	 Long, Holly
•	 Long, Stacie
•	 Lopez, Megan
•	 Lynn, Christy
•	 Maddox, TyLeeah
•	 Malcolm, Christina
•	 Manning, Caitlyn

•	 Manning, Jessica
•	 Manning, Kipp (49% / 

3 Months full time)
•	 Marks, Abbigail
•	 Martin, Teri
•	 McAfee, Alexis
•	 McAfee, Andrew
•	 McCullough, Kaleigh
•	 McKinney, Otis
•	 McNeal, Lynn
•	 Mike, Latisha
•	 Miles, Cynthia
•	 Milton, Britney
•	 Milton, Melita
•	 Molina, Tani
•	 Moore, Jennifer
•	 Moser, Varina (49% / 3 

Months full time)
•	 Moseley, Morgan
•	 Musgrave, Jamie
•	 Null, Lillian
•	 Nunn, Courtney
•	 Oldham, Heather
•	 Oldham, Sarah
•	 Ortiz-Feliciano, Yekat-

erina
•	 Ortiz-Perez, Alejandra
•	 Osborne, Shanetra
•	 Osnoe, Danielle
•	 Parker, Candy
•	 Parker, Loren
•	 Pattison, Brittnie
•	 Paxton, Dasha
•	 Payne, Carolyn (49%)
•	 Peacock, Colton
•	 Persinger, Kelsey
•	 Peterson, Victoria
•	 Pfiester, Alaina
•	 Pfiester, Michael
•	 Phillips, Cynthia
•	 Pickens, Kenneth
•	 Pickens, Meagan
•	 Pittman, Elizabeth
•	 Pirkle, Blair
•	 Plumey-Mays, Malia
•	 Podunavac, Tarsa
•	 Powell-Sellers, Inesha
•	 Pratt, Rosa
•	 Ramirez, Denise
•	 Ray, Jincy
•	 Ray-Stokes, Kasey
•	 Reid, Matthew
•	 Richerzhagen, Court-

ney
•	 Rivera, Eboni
•	 Rivera Sr., Ricardo
•	 Robinette, Misty
•	 Robinson-Bragg, 

Latoya
•	 Robles, Milagros 

(49%)
•	 Rollins, Jennifer
•	 Ross, Micheal
•	 Salazar, Damien

•	 Sapp, Chelsea
•	 Sapp, Joshua
•	 Scott, Brendon
•	 Scott, Janelle
•	 Scott, Nehyana
•	 Scott, Wade
•	 Shuckhart, Billie
•	 Sirmans, James
•	 Sirmans, Tabitha
•	 Sizemore, Charity
•	 Smiley, Brandy
•	 Smiley, Kaley
•	 Smith, April
•	 Smith, Deborah
•	 Smith, Jessica
•	 Smith, Patricia
•	 Sollosi, Brandi
•	 Sotomayor, Mirelis
•	 Sotomayor, Moises
•	 Stewart, Celest
•	 Stokes, Mark
•	 Stone, Marra
•	 Strickland, Rachel
•	 Swindell, Amy
•	 Swindell, Suzanne
•	 Thomas, Emily
•	 Thomas, Evan
•	 Thompson, Marissa
•	 Thornton, Laurie
•	 Teston, Sabrina
•	 Todd, Laura
•	 Tompkins, Melody
•	 Tootle, Stephanie
•	 Transue, Katie
•	 Vazquez-Hendrix, Lit-

za
•	 Verporter, Michelle
•	 Versprille, Bryant
•	 Versprille, Kristina
•	 Versprille, Stephen
•	 Wagner, Keishawn
•	 Walden, Andrew
•	 Walden, Sydney
•	 Walters, Kristin
•	 Washington, Crystal
•	 Washington, Gillespie
•	 Wells, Morgan
•	 Wells, Sarah
•	 Wells, Taylor
•	 West, Alyssa
•	 Westberry, Kristal
•	 White, David
•	 White, Amanda
•	 Whites, Michelle
•	 Whitley, Brenda
•	 Whitman, Kristen
•	 Williams, Brittany
•	 Williams, Donalyn
•	 Williams, Frankie
•	 Williams, Tamelia
•	 Williams, Tawanna
•	 Wilkins, Jessica
•	 Wilkes, Rachel
•	 Wilson, Simone

•	 Windham, Cassandra
•	 Woodard, Abby
•	 Woodard, Ren
•	 Wrighton, Elexxus
•	 Yancey, Dominick
•	 Yeomans, Kali
•	 Yeomans, Mary Ann
•	 Young, Alexandra
•	 Zachry, Abner
•	 Zachry, Lisa
     	* Accepted Resigna-

tions/Retirements: 
•	 Regina Davis – Retire-

ment – Effective End of FY26 
School Year – LCHS

•	 Donny Cotten – Resig-
nation - Effective End of FY26 
School Year – LCPS

•	 Dayni Padilla – Resig-
nation – Effective End of FY26 
School Year – LCPS

•	 Gabrielle James – Res-
ignation – Effective End of 
FY26 School Year – LCMS

•	 Johnnie Carter – Resig-
nation – Effective End of FY26 
School Year – LCMS

•	 Sophia Swann – Resig-
nation – Effective End of FY26 
School Year – LCHS

•	 Patricia Webb – Resig-
nation – Effective End of FY26 
School Year – LCPS

•	 Lorie Arnold – Retire-
ment from Bus Driver – Effec-
tive 04.01.26 – Transportation

•	 Jenny Adams – Resig-
nation – Effective End of FY26 
School Year – MES

•	 Becky Edwards – Res-
ignation – Effective End of 
FY26 School Year – LCPS

•	 Shadora Garner – Res-
ignation – Effective 04.03.26 - 
LCHS

*	 Approved FY27 Certi-
fied Staff Recommendation:

•	 Duncan, Zachary
*	 Approvde FY27 Certi-

fied Staff Recommendations:
•	 Hein, Sarah
•	 Page, Emilee
*	 Approve FY27 Certi-

fied Staff Recommendations:
•	 Howard, Maighdlin
*	 Approved FY27 Certi-

fied Staff Recommendation:
•	 Ray, Shawna
The Long County Board of 

Education meets on the second 
Tuesday of each  month at 4:30  
p.m. 

Personnel Approved By Long County Board Of Education 

Continued From Page 
1 ccompletion of his 
prison term after plead-
ing guilty to Carrying a 
Firearm During, or In 
Relation To, a Drug Traf-
ficking Crime. Savannah 
police officers found a 
pistol in Greene’s pos-
session during a May 
2024 traffic stop.

Ronmel Eduardo 
Garcia-Correa, 33, a cit-
izen of Honduras illegal-
ly present in the United 
States, was sentenced to 
11 months in prison after 
pleading guilty to Pos-
session of a Firearm by 
an Illegal Alien. Police 
in Garden City found a 
pistol in Garcia-Correa’s 

possession in June 2025. 
Garcia-Correa will be 
released into the custody 
of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
immediately upon com-
pletion of his prison sen-
tence and processed for 
removal from the United 
States. 

“Removing guns 
from the hands of crimi-
nals is a vital part of pro-
tecting our community 
from violent crime,” 
said U.S. Attorney Heap. 
“With our law enforce-
ment partners, we will 
relentlessly pursue and 
prosecute individuals 
whose criminal histories 
or immigration status 

makes it clear that they 
are prohibited from pos-
sessing firearms.” 

Agencies investigat-
ing the cases include the 
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives, 
the Savannah Police 
Department, the Garden 
City Police Department, 
and the Liberty County 
Sheriff’s Office. The 
cases were prosecuted 
for the United States of 
America by Southern 
District of Georgia As-
sistant U.S. Attorneys 
Makeia R. Jonese, Timo-
thy P. Dean, and Kelsey 
L. Scanlon.

Ludowici Man, Three Others
Sentenced In U.S. District 
Court For Possession Of 
Firearms By Convicted Felons

The Coastal Soil 
and Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD), a 
local agency dedicated 
to the conservation and 
stewardship of the area’s 
natural resources, is now 
accepting entries for 
their Poster Contest for 
students located within 
the District’s service 
area. 

The service area in-
cludes Bryan, Chatham, 
Liberty, Long and Mc-
Intosh Counties. Educa-
tion is a critical element 
of the conservation effort 
at the local, state and na-
tional levels. Educating 

young people about the 
benefits of conservation 
helps to ensure the next 
generation will be wise 
stewards of America’s 
natural resources.

The annual Poster 
Contest provides pub-
lic, private and home-
schooled students in 
2nd-3rd grades the 
chance to have their art 
selected to advance on 
to the state contest. Priz-
es will be awarded for 
the top three winners. 
Each year, the poster 
topic reflects National 
Association of Conser-
vation District’s annual 

Stewardship theme and 
highlights the work of 
Conservation Districts 
to protect and enhance 
natural resources. This 
year’s theme is “Soil. 
Where it all begins” 
highlights the essential 
role of both natural and 
managed habitats in our 
conservation efforts. 
The deadline to enter the 
contest is March 27th, 
2025.

Find more details at 
Coastal Georgia Conser-
vation District — Geor-
gia Association of Con-
servation Districts

Coastal Soil And Water 
Conservation District  
Holds Poster Contest

Letters Policy
Letters to the editor are encouraged. Letter-writers should submit signed letters to the edi-

tor to pressexpress@bellsouth.net or bring them by the office.  Letters may be edited for length 
and grammatical correctness by the editor. All letters must be signed, but names can be with-
held at the editor’s discretion. 


