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MINISTRY AND GROUP OPPORTUNITIES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



P R AY E R  S H A W L
M I N I S T R Y

C H U R C H  L I B R A R Y
N O V .  1 0 T H  A T  4 P M

9.29.2026 at 6:15pm
&

10.6.2026 at 6:15pm

 meetings take place every Tuesday evening

9/24/2026
Philippians 

2:1-13

S T U D I E S  W I L L  B E
A V A I L A B L E  O N

Z O O M

10/1/2026
No zoom bible

study

10.25.26 | 12PM
Our next meeting is September 28th



S t a r  S t u d e n t !

This is Holden. He is in our 4's
class. He loves listening to

stories at school and playing
with toys! 

St. Mark’s Preschool Student Of The Week



Our weekly saint  and nature note  by marilyn Lance 

.
NATURE NOTE: Fall Is Almost Here!

The first day of Autumn falls on Tuesday, September 22. This is the Autumnal Equinox in
the Northern Hemisphere (south of the equator it is the Spring Equinox). Remember that

the seasons are caused by the tilt of the earth on its axis (23 ½ degrees) and not by its
distance from the sun. So on September 22 at exactly 8:04 PM EDT, the earth will be at the

place on its orbit around the sun where neither pole is tipped toward or away from the sun.
This results in nearly equal length of day and night everywhere on earth. It’s not exactly 12
hours and 12 hours though; on the Autumnal Equinox there are exactly 12 hours from the
time the center of the sun comes up above the eastern horizon until the center sets on the
western horizon. But we think of daylight as the time the edge of the sun comes up until the
edge disappears below the horizon. The equinoxes and solstices define the beginning of the

astronomical seasons. The meteorological seasons (and common usage) begin about 3
weeks before. So most of us think of Fall beginning about September 1, Winter on

December 1, Spring on March 1, and Summer on June 1. A more accurate way to describe
the Equinox is to note that everywhere on earth the sun rises at true east (90 degrees on a
compass) and sets at true west (270 degrees). From now until the Winter Solstice the sun
will rise south of true east and set south of true west. The days get shorter. This difference

between the amount of daylight and darkness triggers all kinds of activity in plants and
animals. Certain flowers like mums bloom. Leavers turn color and fall off. Animals store fat.

Migrations occur. Look for these changes!

SAINT OF THE WEEK: Philander Chase, Frontier Priest and Bishop

On September 22 we honor the life of a frontier Episcopal priest and bishop. Philander
Chase was born in New Hampshire in 1775. His ancestors were Puritans and his father was a

minister in the Congregational church. Philander discovered the Book of Common Prayer
when he was a student at Dartmouth College. He was ordained a deacon in the Episcopal
Church in 1798 and sent to the wilds of upstate New York. He covered large distances on

horseback. Philander was ordained a priest a year later and sent to Poughkeepsie to teach
school and manage Christ Church. In 1805 Rev. Chase accepted a challenge to establish the
first Episcopal congregation in Louisiana. After six years he and his wife returned to New

England where he became rector of Christ Church, Hartford, Connecticut. The frontier called
and Philander traveled to Ohio in 1817. A year later he was elected bishop by the Episcopal

priests in the state. The following year Philander traveled to Philadelphia and was
consecrated a bishop, becoming the 18th bishop in the Episcopal Church. In 1823 Philander

traveled to England to raise money for a school and seminary back in Ohio. The money
raised helped build Kenyon College and Bexley Hall Seminary. Some felt he was involved in

too many things so Philander resigned his bishopric and position at the school and
seminary and moved to Michigan in 1832. Three years later he became the first Bishop of
Illinois. Philander still dreamed of a self sufficient rural college and traveled to England to

raise money. The cornerstone for Jubilee College was laid in 1839 near Peoria, Illinois.
Bishop Chase spent the remainder of his life working at Jubilee College until his death on

September 20, 1852. He had one more honor to add to his accomplishments. In 1843
Philander Chase became the sixth Presiding Bishop of the national church.



Weekly Services:

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist: Rite I 

9:00 and 9:45 - Adult Education

10:30 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II

Every Thursday:

Bible Study - 6pm Library

 Al-Anon - 7pm Parish Hall

 

Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday

9:00am-2:00pm 

Vestry

 Sr. Warden : Nancy Nelson

 nancyvnelson@gmail.com

Worship : David Chapman

 nchapman0920@gmail.com

Finance/Stewardship : Tracey Burke

traceyb2000@gmail.com 

Christian Education : Nancy Nelson 

  nancyvnelson@gmail.com

 Children and Youth : 

 Deb Herrington

  debra.e.harrington@gmail.com

Alex Hunt

alexandrapeeples.hunt@gmail.com

Outreach : Carter Thomas

cthoma16@gmail.com

Acolyte development: Deb Harrington

debra.e.harrington@gmail.com

 

 Parish Life : chris stanley

 christopherstanley46@gmail.com

Pastoral Care : Sally Little

 Little.sally1@gmail.com  

Property : 

 Jerrid Thompson

jerridthompson@gmmail.com

Mike Renfroe

mrenfroe@optilink.us

Grounds : Steve Sarratt

 stevensarratt@gmail.com

  

Church Growth & Development: 

 Melinda Barton

  Melinda.barton@dalton.k12.ga.us 

Rebecca Akins

 rvakins@earthlink.net

Interim Preschool Advisory Liaison: Melinda Barton

 Melinda.barton@dalton.k12.ga.us 

Communication:  Caroline Schusterick 

CarolineSchusterick@gmail.com

We celebrate the lives that make up the community of 

St. Mark’s Church

Is a birthday or anniversary missing? Please contact the church

office at admin@stmarksdalton.org

Birthdays:  George Spence, Nola Culverson, Mike Renfroe,

Mitchell Arthur, Ellen Andersen, Kyle England, Adam Burnette, Alan

Nichols, Tucker Lamb

Anniversaries:  Thierry & Marianne Urbain

Serving in the Armed Forces: Will, Blane, Jordan, Matthew,

James, Emerson, Owen, Chrissy and Thomas. 

St. Mark’s Prayer Chain - If you have a prayer request, you may

contact the prayer chain,

 Cathy Houser 706.624.8913, 404-219-8139; housermc@aol.com 

Stewardship Report

For 9/13/2026

 Weekly Giving             

Total Giving for Monh       

MTD Budgeted for Month        

Difference for Month      

YTD Budgeted      

YTD Giving       

YTD Difference     

Thank you for your

generosity and

support!

for the work of God

at St. Mark’s

Church Staff

priest: 

Rev. Rick Tiff

organist/Choir Director:

 Beth Nichols

Parish administrator:

 Eunice Cooper

Administrator Assistant:

Jordan schmidt

Preschool director: 

Christi Martin 

Donating stock is a tax friendly way to make your contribution to the church. Please always ask your Financial Advisor to contact
the St. Mark’s Financial Advisor so that the church will know who made the donation to ensure proper credit is given to the donor.

$11,193.22

$27,321.22

$25,269.21

($2,052.01)

$320,076.66

$311,142.15

($8,934.51)

mailto:nancyvnelson@gmail.com
mailto:mandersen@andersenco.com
mailto:nchapman0920@gmail.com
mailto:traceyb2000@gmail.com
mailto:traceyb2000@gmail.com
mailto:adam.jason.davenport@gmail.com
mailto:bbbb49@bellsouth.net
mailto:alexandrapeeples.hunt@gmail.com
mailto:cthoma16@gmail.com
mailto:christopherstanley46@gmail.com
mailto:jerridthompson@gmmail.com
mailto:jerridthompson@gmmail.co
mailto:paul@allchem-inc.com


Come join the New Adult Ed Sunday School 

9:00 to 9:30 – Sunday School

 Sunday School Class – meet in Parish hall

The bible recap rebot – Meet in library- led by carter thomas- feel free to drop in and join us as we

continue our reading throughout the bible.

9:45 to 10:15 – sunday School

sunday School class– meet in Parish hall

the Bible recap Reboot - Meet in library - led by Nancy nelson - this discussion based group is open to

all, Join us as we continue to journey through the bible.

Don Hoffmeyer’s Study This WEEK. 

OPEN?

   https://youtube.com/shorts/ohSkdpPxOmA

Christian education

Bo Thompson’s Devotional Page. 

Visit our website to view Bo’s devotionals.

EPISCOPAL LECTIONARY, YEAR OF SAINT MATTHEW,

“A”. 18TH

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST.

 stmarksepiscopaldalton.org

https://youtube.com/shorts/9mvEd2WHHL0
https://youtube.com/shorts/9mvEd2WHHL0
https://youtube.com/shorts/9mvEd2WHHL0
https://youtube.com/shorts/bXfjrpjAPCc
https://youtube.com/shorts/bXfjrpjAPCc
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/18p3GudYzW/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/18p3GudYzW/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/18p3GudYzW/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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27 28 29 30 1 2 3

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER
2026

ST. MARKS CALENDAR 

6pm: Bible Study

7pm: Al-Anon

6pm: Bible Study

7pm: Al-Anon

6pm: Bible Study

7pm: Al-Anon

6pm: Bible Study

7pm: Al-Anon

6pm: Bible Study

7pm: Al-Anon

9:30AM: Preschool

blessing of

backpacks

5:30PM:

safeguarding

planning meeting

9AM: Adventure

seekers

6:15pm Evening

prayer

7pm: Prayer Shawl

10:15AM Royal oaks 9Am: DEO Run

3pm: Martha

Moses Funeral

6pm: Royal Oaks

After 10:30 service

 “Slider sunday

drive” lunch

no sunday school

noon: Strength in

stillness

10Am: Quilting for

others

6:15pm Evening

prayer

9am-5pm safe

guarding  training

Between Services

“Sweet sunday”

brunch

noon: Pilgramage

meeting

10Am: Quilting for

others

6pm: Vestry

meeting

1pm: Circle of care

meeting

CLILA

9Am First class

10:30 Second class

Clergy conference Clergy conference Clergy conference

10:15AM Royal oaks

6:15pm Evening

prayer

6:15pm Evening

prayer

6pm: Outreach

Meeting



Long term Prayer List – September 2026
People on this list have been moved here after being on the 

Service Bulletin list for four weeks. 

Parishioners indicated by *

*Andy Baker

*Ruth Baker

* William Brammer

*Cathie Cope

*Paul Johnson

*Phyllis Jordan

*Mallory Jordan

*Hugh Kemp

*John Kenemer

*Phil Mason

*Anne Morris

 *John and Judy Schwenn

*Mary Squires

*Carol Taylor

*Bo Thompson

*Celia Williams

Greg Allen

Harriet Adams

Terry Angel

Amy Atkins

Lynn Bailey

Mary Bucy

Ed Burchfield Jr. & Sr.

Calvin Burse

Randy Butler

Susan Butler

Ty coppinger

Elaine Cornwell

Jeri Cotnam

Dana Easley

Lori Beth Eicholtz

John Houser

Ellen Huoppi

Leandra Hull

Jodie Hunt

Ben Hyde

Hyde Family

Isaac 

Vicki Kitchings

Khloe

Mary Jennus

Clyde Johnson

Cliff Johnson

Judith

Reese Lukei 

Paula Morrow

Mikey

Beverly Pulliam

A.J. Radford

June Renfroe

Jim Sportiello

Charters Wilson

Pete wilson

Mary Withum
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	Star Student!
	This is Holden. He is in our 4's class. He loves listening to stories at school and playing with toys!

	SAINT OF THE WEEK: Philander Chase, Frontier Priest and Bishop
	On September 22 we honor the life of a frontier Episcopal priest and bishop. Philander Chase was born in New Hampshire in 1775. His ancestors were Puritans and his father was a minister in the Congregational church. Philander discovered the Book of Common Prayer when he was a student at Dartmouth College. He was ordained a deacon in the Episcopal Church in 1798 and sent to the wilds of upstate New York. He covered large distances on horseback. Philander was ordained a priest a year later and sent to Poughkeepsie to teach school and manage Christ Church. In 1805 Rev. Chase accepted a challenge to establish the first Episcopal congregation in Louisiana. After six years he and his wife returned to New England where he became rector of Christ Church, Hartford, Connecticut. The frontier called and Philander traveled to Ohio in 1817. A year later he was elected bishop by the Episcopal priests in the state. The following year Philander traveled to Philadelphia and was consecrated a bishop, becoming the 18th bishop in the Episcopal Church. In 1823 Philander traveled to England to raise money for a school and seminary back in Ohio. The money raised helped build Kenyon College and Bexley Hall Seminary. Some felt he was involved in too many things so Philander resigned his bishopric and position at the school and seminary and moved to Michigan in 1832. Three years later he became the first Bishop of Illinois. Philander still dreamed of a self sufficient rural college and traveled to England to raise money. The cornerstone for Jubilee College was laid in 1839 near Peoria, Illinois. Bishop Chase spent the remainder of his life working at Jubilee College until his death on September 20, 1852. He had one more honor to add to his accomplishments. In 1843 Philander Chase became the sixth Presiding Bishop of the national church.
	.
	NATURE NOTE: Fall Is Almost Here!
	The first day of Autumn falls on Tuesday, September 22. This is the Autumnal Equinox in the Northern Hemisphere (south of the equator it is the Spring Equinox). Remember that the seasons are caused by the tilt of the earth on its axis (23 ½ degrees) and not by its distance from the sun. So on September 22 at exactly 8:04 PM EDT, the earth will be at the place on its orbit around the sun where neither pole is tipped toward or away from the sun. This results in nearly equal length of day and night everywhere on earth. It’s not exactly 12 hours and 12 hours though; on the Autumnal Equinox there are exactly 12 hours from the time the center of the sun comes up above the eastern horizon until the center sets on the western horizon. But we think of daylight as the time the edge of the sun comes up until the edge disappears below the horizon. The equinoxes and solstices define the beginning of the astronomical seasons. The meteorological seasons (and common usage) begin about 3 weeks before. So most of us think of Fall beginning about September 1, Winter on December 1, Spring on March 1, and Summer on June 1. A more accurate way to describe the Equinox is to note that everywhere on earth the sun rises at true east (90 degrees on a compass) and sets at true west (270 degrees). From now until the Winter Solstice the sun will rise south of true east and set south of true west. The days get shorter. This difference between the amount of daylight and darkness triggers all kinds of activity in plants and animals. Certain flowers like mums bloom. Leavers turn color and fall off. Animals store fat. Migrations occur. Look for these changes!
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