THE PARISH VOICE

St. Mark's Episcopal Church | 901 West Emery St Dalton, GA 30720
Tel. 706-278-8857 | Fax 706-279-2698 | admin@stmarksdalton.org

DEAR FRIENDS LETTER

LAST YEAR, | WAS WELCOMED TO SERVE AS THE LIAISON TO WORSHIP ON THE VESTRY AT ST. MARK'S. I HAD NO IDEA WHAT THAT MEANT BUT WENT INTO THE
ROLE WITH A FULL HEART, AN OPEN MIND, AND AN APPETITE TO LEARN EVERYTHING | COULD! THE PEOPLE WHO BRING THEIR GIFTS AND WORK TO MAKE OUR
WORSHIP SERVICES SACRED, REVERENT AND BEAUTIFUL ARE ONLY SOME OF THE MANY WONDERFUL AND GIFTED PEOPLE WHO MAKE ST. MARK'S THE CHURCH
HOME AND FAMILY IT HAS BECOME TO ME AND MY WIFE, NANCY. 'M PRIVILEGED AND HUMBLED TO SERVE WITH SO MANY COMMITTED AND LOVING PEOPLE WHO
CONTINUE TO SHARE THEIR KNOWLEDGE. EXPERIENCE AND COMMUNITY WITH US.

| WAS CONFIRMED IN 1963 AT ST. MARK'S LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CHARLOTTE, NC. AND SPENT MY YOUTH IN CHARLOTTE WITH MY 6 YOUNGER BROTHERS AND
SISTER. AS AN ADULT, GOD PLANTED A THIRST IN ME FOR FINDING A CHURCH THAT WELCOMED ALL HIS PEOPLE TO ACCEPT HIS UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND
GRACE. FOR ME. THAT WAS THE EPISCOPAL FAITH, WHERE THE LITURGY AND GIFTS OF THE EUCHARIST BROUGHT UNPARALLELED PEACE AND AWE.

GOD BROUGHT NANCY AND ME TOGETHER IN 1991, HELPED US RAISE OUR CHILDREN AND SEE THEM INTO ADULTHOOD, BLESSING US WITH 5 GRANDCHILDREN TO
LOVE. FAMILY HAS ALWAYS BEEN IMPORTANT TO US. I'VE OFTEN FELT GOD WAS GUIDING NANCY AND ME IN OUR LIFE TOGETHER ALONG THE PATH HE CHOSE FOR
US. FAMILY, FRIENDS, ACQUAINTANCES, EVEN STRANGERS AND OUR EXPERIENCES WITH THEM ALL LED US DEEPER INTO OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE.

WHEN NANCY AND | DECIDED TO MOVE TO DALTON IN 2022, IT WAS MY BROTHER STEVE WHO, WHEN | SHARED WITH HIM | WAS LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME,
QUOTED TO ME FROM PSALMS 51:10, "CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, 0 GOD, AND RENEW A RIGHT SPIRIT WITHIN ME. CAST ME NOT AWAY FROM YOUR
PRESENCE AND TAKE NOT YOUR HOLY SPIRIT FROM ME.” VERY SOON AFTERWARD, WE FOUND ST. MARK'S AND KNEW IMMEDIATELY IT WAS WHERE WE WERE
MEANT TO BE. GOD IS EVERYWHERE AND WE FOUND HIM IN THE PEOPLE OF ST. MARK'S, MAKING CONNECTIONS THAT VERY QUICKLY BEGAN TO FEEL AS THOUGH
THEY WERE DECADES IN THE MAKING INSTEAD OF JUST A FEW SHORT YEARS. WE WERE CONNECTED AND AT HOME WITH THOSE WE FOUND AT ST. MARK'S. IT
WAS ONLY A YEAR OR SO LATER IN 2025 THAT NANCY WAS CONFIRMED AND | WAS RECEIVED INTO ST. MARK'S BY BISHOP WRIGHT.

AND OUR CONNECTIONS IN FAITH EXPONENTIALLY INCREASE, AS GOD CONTINUES TO OPEN OUR HEARTS, MINDS AND SOULS TO HIS LOVE AND GRACE THAT IS
EXPRESSED BY YOU ALL, DEAR FRIENDS. BEING INCLUDED IN THE ANNUAL LENTEN SERIES, A PART OF THE FAITHFUL INNOVATIONS TEAM AND LATER COHI,
WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL. EVENING PRAYER, SERVING ON THE FLOWER GUILD AND AS NEW ACOLYTES AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS,
PARTICIPATING IN THE ROYAL DAKS MINISTRY, AND SO MUCH MORE CONTINUES TO CONNECT US WITH EACH OTHER, OUR FRIENDS, OUR COMMUNITY AND GOD.
THROUGH OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH ALL OF YOU WE GROW IN OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE. WE ARE AT HOME AND SO VERY BLESSED TO BE A PART OF ST. MARK'S
JOURNEY BESIDE SUCH WONDERFUL PEOPLE WHO OPENED THEIR HEARTS TO US FROM THE VERY BEGINNING AND CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN US AS WE PRAY
FOR GOD'S CALL IN OUR HEARTS TO FOLLOW HIS PATH. PEACE AND GRACE.

DAVID CHAPMAN, WORSHIP.



MINISTRY AND GROUP OPPORTUNITIES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

~ Help us provide food and

<

LOCATION:
St «%M 5430720

ST. MARKS KICKOFF

Ministry leaders, Please remember to
ubmit your ministry outline to our
office administrator ASAP

If you have questions, please text
Melinda Barton at 706-264-2750
St. MArk’s Administrator:
admin@stmarksdalton.org




ANNOUNCEMENTY

Members with Optilink
Emails have not been
receiving email updates from
St. Mark’s. Please contact
your Optilink provider or
contact St. Marks with an
alternate Email address to
receive updates.

Adventure Seekers

e

Delano, TN. Thursday July 30, 2026
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Itenerary:
8:00 AM Depart from St. Mark’s
9:00 AM Arrive at Delano Community Farmers Market
10:30AM -12PM Visit Additional markets and shops
12AM Reservations are made at Jessica's Place for lunch
1:30PM Wine tasting and gift shopping at savannah Oaks Winery
2:30PM Optional return to Farmers Market
3:30PM Depart back to Dalton

Please Contact Martha Wassum by July 23™ so she can confirm
who all is coming for lunch reservations
Text Martha at: 706-313-2164

Notes: Adre‘sses / .
s Bothcashanda « Market: 351 Needle Eye rd, Delano TN
373265.

cooler are

« Jessica's Place: 106 Savannah Shores Dr
Delano TN 37325

« Savannah Oaks Winery: 1817 Delano Dr.
Delano TN 37325

recommended for
market purchases
+ Wear comfy shoes

GriefﬁShare

GriEf Support Group

Help and encouragement
after the death of a loved one

A GriefShare support group is a safe,
welcoming place where people
understand the difficult emotions of
grief. At this 13-week group, you'll
receive valuable guidance and tips,
leading you to relief, comfort, and
peace of mind.

Contact Us Today

Monday 6-8p.m.
August 10 - November 9
St Mark's Episcopal Church, (706)
278-8857

griefshare.org

OPEN PRESCHOOL
REGISTRATION

Open For 2026-27 school year

We are a half-day inclusive preschool

-classes for 2,3 and 4 year olds.
-enrichment activities each week
(chapel, i music)

\ehap
~two art rooms
~-two sensory rooms
-stem room
~therapy room
~indoor play area
-outdoor playground
~classes are small with max of 12 students
with 2-3 teachers in each class

For more information:
Please Email:

director@stmarksdalton.org
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_::,"’v"St. Marks Eplscopal Church Sanctunr?

901 W Emery Si Dalton, GA 30720

Our next meetings are...

7.21.2026 at 6:15pm
&
8.4.2026 at 6:15pm

Future meetings will be on the 1* and 3™ Tuesdays of
the month

Contact Stephanie Jinright for more
information:
snjinright@gmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL
&  MINISTRY
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This group meets every 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month at 10AM in the Parish Hall
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Our next meeting is September 142

Contact Nola Culverson For more details.
noliln@yahoo.com

HIS WEEK

1/16/2026
NO Z0OM

NEXT WEEK

7/23/2026
NO ZOOM
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PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY
CHURCH LIBRARY
- SEPT. 8TH AT 7PM




SAINT OF THE WEEK: MARY MAGDALENE, FIRST WITNESS TO THE RESURRECTION

JULY 22 IS THE DAY TO HONOR TO HONOR MARY MAGDALENE, ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL AND MYSTERIOUS
PEOPLE WHO KNEW JESUS PERSONALLY. BECAUSE MARY IS A COMMON NAME AND TRANSLATIONS VARY, THERE IS A LOT
OF CONFUSION ABOUT THIS WOMAN. WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES TELL US? MARY WAS FROM THE GALILEAN TOWN OF
MAGDALA, A FISHING TOWN ON THE SEA OF GALILEE ABOUT ONE HUNDRED MILES NORTH OF JERUSALEM. LUKE 8:13
MENTIONS HER AS A FOLLOWER OF JESUS. MANY WOMEN, MOST OF WHOM WERE PROBABLY WEALTHY, ACCOMPANIED
JESUS ON HIS TRAVELS. LUKE SAYS THAT SEVEN DEMONS WERE CAST OUT OF HER BY JESUS. DURING THE TIME OF
JESUS, THE DEMONS THAT WERE CAST WERE USUALLY A TYPE OF MENTAL ILLNESS. LATER CHRISTIANS BELIEVED THAT
THESE DEMONS WERE THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS AND STRENGTHENED THE CASE THAT MARY WAS A PROSTITUTE. IN 591
POPE GREGORY THE GREAT STATED THAT MARY MAGDALENE WAS THE “UNNAMED SINNER AND PROSTITUTE". (THE
SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL REMOVED THE PROSTITUTE LABEL IN 1969.) ALL FOUR GOSPELS REPORT THAT MARY
MAGDALENE WAS THE FIRST TO WITNESS JESUS AFTER THE RESURRECTION. MARY MAGDALENE IS MENTIONED IN THE
GOSPEL OF THOMAS, GOSPEL OF PHILLIP, AND THE GOSPEL OF MARY WHICH DID NOT MAKE IT INTO THE NEW TESTAMENT.
WHAT MARY DID AND WHERE SHE WENT AFTER SHE LEFT THE APOSTLES IS NOT KNOWN FOR SURE. IN THE EASTERN
TRADITION MARY IS BELIEVED TO HAVE LEFT JERUSALEM WITH MARY, JESUS' MOTHER, AND GONE TO EPHESUS IN
MODERN DAY TURKEY. WESTERN CATHOLICS BELIEVE SHE FLED TO FRANCE AND LIVED IN A CAVE FOR THIRTY YEARS
BEFORE SHE DIED IN THE SOUTHEAST OF FRANCE. A REALLY EXTREME VIEW, MADE POPULAR BY DAN BROWN'S DIVINCI
CODE, SAYS MARY FLED TO FRANCE PREGNANT WITH JESUS' CHILD AND FOUNDED THE MEROVINGIAN LINE OF KINGS.
THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO EVIDENCE FOR THIS MYTH. MARY MAGDALENE IS OFTEN PORTRAYED AS WEEPING AS SHE DID
AT THE TOMB OF JESUS. FROM THIS WE GET THE ENGLISH WORD “MAULDLIN" MEANING TEARFULLY SENTIMENTAL.
THERE IS A MAGDALEN COLLEGE AT OXFORD AND A MAGDALENE COLLEGE AT CAMBRIDGE, BOTH PRONOUNCED
“MAULDLIN".

NATURE NOTE: RACCOON — NATURE'S LITTLE BANDIT

FOR THE PAST WEEK OR SO | HAVE HAD A YOUNG RACCOON VISITING MY FRONT BIRD FEEDER. HE OR SHE ARRIVES JUST
BEFORE DARK AND EATS SUNFLOWER SEEDS FROM THE FEEDER OR ON THE GROUND REALLY ENJOYS THE SUET ON TOP OF
THE FEEDER. THE BIRDBATH SOMETIMES GETS TIPPED OVER. I LIKE RACCOONS FROM A DISTANCE. | SAW A LOT OF THEM
WHEN | WORKED FOR THE TENNESSEE STATE PARKS, ESPECIALLY IN THE PICNIC AREAS AFTER DARK WHERE THEY RAIDED
GARBAGE CANS. THE RACCOON IS FOUND IN ALL LOWER 48 STATES. THE WORD RACCOON COMES FROM THE NATIVE
POWHATAN WORD THAT MEANS “ONE WHO RUBS, SCRUBS AND SCRATCHES WITH ITS HANDS". ONE OF THE UNIQUE
FEATURES OF THE RACCOON IS THE DEXTERITY OF THEIR FRONT PAWS. A RACCOON CAN UNDO ALL SORTS OF LATCHES,
WHICH MAKES IT HARD TO KEEP THEM OUT OF GARBAGE CANS. WHEN THEIR PAWS ARE WET, THEY HAVE EVEN GREATER
SENSITIVITY, WHICH IS WHY THEY WET DOWN THEIR FOOD. (THE OLD IDEA THAT A RACCOON WASHES ITS FOOD BECAUSE IT
DOESN'T HAVE ENOUGH SALIVA IS NO LONGER ACCEPTED BY SCIENTISTS.) ANOTHER DISTINGUISHING FEATURE OF THE
RACCOON IS THE BLACK MASK AROUND THE EYES, WHICH THEY HAVE FROM BIRTH. THE MASK REDUCES REFLECTION AND
HELPS THEM SEE BETTER AT NIGHT, IN THE SAME WAY THAT FOOTBALL PLAYERS AND SOLDIERS PUT BLACK PAINT UNDER
THEIR EYES. RACCOONS USUALLY WEIGH 10 TO 30 POUNDS, BUT CAN WEIGH AS MUCH AS 60 POUNDS. THEY ARE
NOCTURNAL AND ARE TRUE OMNIVORES, EATING A VARIETY OF INVERTEBRATES, SMALL AQUATIC ANIMALS, AND FRUITS
AND VEGETABLES. THEY ALSO LIKE HUMAN FOOD SCRAPS AND PET FOOD, WHICH BRINGS THEM INTO CONFLICT WITH
PEOPLE. RACCOONS HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO ENTER HOUSES THROUGH PET DOORS. BESIDES THE FOOD PROBLEM, RACCOONS
CAN CAUSE EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO HOMES IF THEY DEN IN CHIMNEYS AND ATTICS. IT IS BEST T0 DISCOURAGE RACCOONS
FROM HANGING AROUND YOUR HOUSE. A RACCOON CAN KILL A DOG IN A FIGHT, AS COON HUNTERS KNOW ALL TOO WELL.
RACCOONS ALSO ARE A MAJOR CARRIER OF RABIES AND IN SOME AREAS, ORAL RABIES VACCINE IS DROPPED INTO RACCOON
HABITAT. AS CUTE AS THEY ARE, A RACCOON DOES NOT MAKE A GOOD PET AFTER THEY REACH PUBERTY SO ENJOY
OCCASIONAL SIGHTINGS OF THE LITTLE BANDIT IN NATURE.

OUR WEEKLY SAINT AND NATURE NOTE BY MARILYN LANCE



WEEKLY SERVICES:
8:00 AM - HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE |
9:00 AND 9:45 - ADULT EDUCATION
10:30 AM - HOLY EUCHARISTRITE Il

EVERY THURSDAY:
BIBLE STUDY - 6PM LIBRARY
AL-ANON - 7PM PARISH HALL

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY-THIRSDAY
9:00AM-2:00PM

CHURCH STAFF

PRIEST: REV. RICK TIFF
ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR:
BETH NICHOLS
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:
EUNICE COOPER
ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:
JORDAN SCHMIDT
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR:
CHRISTI MARTIN
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We celebrate the lives that make up the community of
St. Mark’s Church
Is a birthday or anniversary missing? Please contact the church office
at admin@stmarksdalton.org
Birthdays: Ginger Countryman, Julia Adams, Laurel Renfroe,
Shannon Michaels, Sarah Arthur
Anniversaries: Claudio & Anne-Mieke Leyssens, Bo & Toni
Thompson, Robb & Ellen Andersen
Serving in the Armed Forces: Will, Blane, Jordan, Matthew,
James, Emerson, Owen
St. Mark’s Prayer Chain - If you have a prayer request, you may
contact the prayer chain, Cathy Houser 706.624.8913, 404-219-
8139; housermc@aol.com
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT
FOR 7/5/2026

WEEKLY GIVING $9,313.68

TOTAL GIVING FORMONTH ~ $17,011.68
MTD BUDGETED FOR MONTH ~ $16,846.14
DIFFERENCE FORMONTH  ($165.54)
YTDBUDGETED ~ $235,845.96
YIDGIVING  $221524.93

YTD DIFFERENCE  ($14,321.03)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
GENEROSITY AND
SUPPORT!

FOR THE WORK OF GOD
AT ST. MARK'S
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DONATING STOCK IS A TAX FRIENDLY WAY TO MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE CHURCH. PLEASE ALWAYS ASK YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR TO CONTACT
THE ST. MARK'S FINANCIAL ADVISOR SO THAT THE CHURCH WILL KNOW WHO MADE THE DONATION TO ENSURE PROPER CREDIT IS GIVEN TO THE DONOR.

VESTRY

SR. WARDEN : NANCY NELSON
NANCYVNELSON@GMAIL.COM

WORSHIP : DAVID CHAPMAN
NCHAPMANO920@GMAIL.COM

FINANCE/STEWARDSHIP : TRACEY BURKE
TRACEYB2000@GMAIL.COM

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION : NANCY NELSON
NANCYVNELSON@GMAIL.COM

CHILDREN AND YOUTH :

DEB HERRINGTON
DEBRA.E.HARRINGTON@GMAIL.COM
ALEX HUNT
ALEXANDRAPEEPLES HUNT@GMAIL.COM

OUTREACH : CARTER THOMAS
CTHOMA16@GMAIL.COM

ACOLYTE DEVELOPMENT: DEB HARRINGTON
DEBRA.E HARRINGTON@GMAIL.COM

PARISH LIFE : CHRIS STANLEY
CHRISTOPHERSTANLEY46@GMAIL.COM

PASTORAL CARE : SALLY LITTLE
LITTLE SALLY1@GMAIL.COM

PROPERTY :

JERRID THOMPSON
JERRIDTHOMPSON@GMMAIL.COM
MIKE RENFROE
MRENFROE@OPTILINK.US

GROUNDS : STEVE SARRATT
STEVENSARRATT@GMAIL.COM

CHURCH GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT:
MELINDA BARTON
MELINDA BARTON@DALTON.K12.6A.US
REBECCA AKINS
RVAKINS@EARTHLINK.NET

INTERIM PRESCHOOL ADVISORY LIAISON: DEVIN BROOKS
DEVONBROOKS56@GMAIL.COM

COMMUNICATION: CAROLINE SCHUSTERICK
CAROLINESCHUSTERICK@GMAIL.COM



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

COME JOIN THE NEW ADULT ED SUNDAY SCHOOL

9:00 T0 9:30 — SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS — MEET IN PARISH HALL
THE BIBLE RECAP REBOT — MEET IN LIBRARY- LED BY CARTER THOMAS- FEEL FREE TO DROP IN AND JOIN US AS WE
CONTINUE OUR READING THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE.

9:45T0 10:15— SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS— MEET IN PARISH HALL
THE BIBLE RECAP REBOOT - MEET IN LIBRARY - LED BY NANCY NELSON - THIS DISCUSSION BASED GROUP IS OPEN TO
ALL, JOIN US AS WE CONTINUE TO JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE.

DON HOFFMEYER'S STUDY THIS WEEK. BO THOMPSON'S STUDY PAGE.

THE CHAIR HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SHARE/G/ 18P3G

HTTPS:/YOUTUBE.COM/SHORTS/S1SFQYRO3GW UDYZW/?MIBEXTID=WWXIFR




ST. MARKS CALENDAR

JULY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

4

4™ OF JULY!
250 YEARS
OF AMERICA

7 . 89 . 9
6:15PM: EVENING 10AM: ROYAL DAKS
OFFICECLOSED  ppayp 6PM: BIBLE STUDY

FOR THE 4TH OF
JULY HOLIDAY 7PM AL-ANON

14 16

6PM OUTREACH 6PM: BIBLE STUDY
6PM: ROYAL OAKS MEETING 7PM: AL-ANON

7PM: PRAYER
SHAWL

22. 23.
6PM: BIBLE STUDY

6:15PM EVENING TPM AL-ANON
PRAYER

11AM-4PM
POP-UP STORE

30

4:30PM 4:30PM
NOON: STRENGTH STEWARDSHIP ~ CHILDREN'S
AND STILLNESS MEETING  CHURCH MEETING

6PM: BIBLE STUDY

7PM AL-ANON




LONG TERM PRAYER LIST — JULY 2026

PEOPLE ON THIS LIST HAVE BEEN MOVED HERE AFTER BEING ON THE
SERVICE BULLETIN LIST FOR FOUR WEEKS.

PARISHIONERS INDICATED BY * MARY BUCY MIKEY
*ANDY BAKER ED BURCHFIELD JR. & SR. BEVERLY PULLIAM
*RUTH BAKER CALVIN BURSE A.J. RADFORD

* WILLIAM BRAMMER RANDY BUTLER JUNE RENFROE
*CATHIE COPE SUSAN BUTLER JIM SPORTIELLO
*PAUL JOHNSON TY COPPINGER CHARTERS WILSON
*PHYLLIS JORDAN ELAINE CORNWELL PETE WILSON
*MALLORY JORDAN JERI COTNAM MARY WITHUM
*HUGH KEMP DANA EASLEY
*JOHN KENEMER LORI BETH EICHOLTZ
*PHIL MASON JOHN HOUSER
*ANNE MORRIS ELLEN HUOPPI
*MARTHA MOSES LEANDRA HULL
*JOHN AND JUDY SCHWENN JODIE HUNT
*MARY SQUIRES BEN HYDE
*CAROL TAYLOR HYDE FAMILY
*B0 THOMPSON ISAAC
*CELIA WILLIAMS VICKI KITCHINGS
BETSY ALLEN KHLOE
GREG ALLEN MARY JENNUS
HARRIET ADAMS CLYDE JOHNSON
TERRY ANGEL CLIFF JOHNSON
AMY ATKINS JUDITH
LYNN BAILEY REESE LUKEI

PAULA MORROW



