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Nationwide Disproportionality Indices

Tennessee Disproportionality Indices Unavailable
Tennessee was not included in the Children’s Bureau  report* due to a lack 
of data reported. Thus it is not included here.

African American children
1.51 times more than their proportions in the U.S. child population.1.51

Multiple Race children 
times more than their proportions in the U.S. child  
population.

1.23
Native American children 

1.59 times more than their proportions in the U.S. child population.1.59

 
The following graph is based on 2016 data from the Children’s Bureau’s 
report. An index number below 1.00 indicates an under-representation of that ethnicity/race in the 
“maltreatment” child population, while a number above 1.00 indicates an over-representation.  
Indices > 1.10 with > 30 in the “maltreatment” child population are shaded dark red; lighter red 
indicates indices > 1.10 with > 10 but < 30 in the “maltreatment” child population.

1.00 is proportionate representation.
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Data & Notes

American/American Indian. 

Substantiated Mal-
treatment

The term disproprotionality index

Source for Column A: Children’s Bureau, Child Maltreatment 2016, (U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Source for Column B: 

Column C: -
TOTAL). 

Column D: 
(A). 

*Children’s Bureau, Child Maltreatment 2016, p. 25.

† Report to the Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, House of 
Representatives: African American Children in Foster Care

A.  
Total Child 

Population %

B.  
“Maltreatment” 

Child Population

C.  
“Maltreatment”  

Child Population %

D.  
Disproportionality 

Index                    
African American 13.8 20.8 1.51
Asian 4.9 547 0.1 0.02
White 51.1 45.2 0.88
Multiple Race 4.2 34,091 5.2 1.23
Hispanic 24.9 22.2 0.89
Native American 0.9 1.3 1.59
Native Hawaiian/ 0.2 0.2

Unknown N/A 4.9
TOTAL 656,757
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