NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Nyesha Greer, Hiro Kado, Typhanie Myers, Lee Scoggins, Scott Foushee, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Vice-Chair Jim Gowen Sr. and Benjy Harris

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, Charles Walker, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes from April, with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for April. Director Chadwell presented the commission with sales tax and obligations. A quiet title will be needed for 1407 Holden Avenue and 1813 Hines Street then the properties can be sold. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for April with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· MidSouth Basic
· Kam Napier, Arkansas Economic Development Commission
· Reverse Job Fair
· Newport Raceway
· Newport City Council
· Scott Cooper
· Janet Henderson
· Arkansas Site Development Grant

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· New Vision Newport Graduation, May 12
· Arkansas Scholars
· Monster Series Committee
· John 3:17
· Praise in the Park
· 75 Strong
· AEDCE Conference

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None currently.

DIAZ REFINERY PROPERTY ACQUISITION UPDATE

Regarding the Diaz Refinery property, it is recommended that the offer on the property be withdrawn due to the results of the inspection. Inspection photos were emailed to the commission for review. Jon Chadwell will explore potential state funding opportunities to assist with environmental cleanup and redevelopment of the property. Lee Scoggins made a motion to rescind the offer with a second by Typhanie Myers, motion carried.

NEWPORT SPEEDWAY LEASE/PURCHASE REQUEST

A lease for Newport Speedway was presented to the commission for review. The lease will be paid quarterly or in full by June 30th. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to approve the amended lease with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

SOFTBALL FIELD FINANCING DISCUSSION

The City of Newport and the Newport School District are working collaboratively on a project to build an artificial turf softball field at George Kell Park. The estimated cost of the project is $1.135 million. To date, approximately $400,000 has been pledged by various entities, with contributions scheduled to be paid over a three- to five-year period. Donations are being made through the Newport Charitable Foundation, allowing contributors to receive potential tax benefits for their donations. The City and the School are requesting a 0% interest loan based on the pledges given.  All donations will be paid back to the NEDC as collected to pay off the loan.  Scott Foushee made a motion to loan the City of Newport up to $350,000 for the softball field with a second by Typhanie Myers, motion carried.

INDUSTRIAL GREENHOUSE PROJECT

A discussion was held regarding the Industrial Greenhouse property and the possibility of a prospective tenant leasing five acres for cryptocurrency operations. Concerns were also expressed about the condition of the property, as extended vacancy could result in additional deterioration and increased repair costs over time. The property is currently owned by the Jackson County Industrial Development Bond Board.
ACT WORK READY COMMUNITY GOLD STATUS
Jackson County participation in the ACT Work Ready Communities has met all required goals and now qualifies for Gold-Certified status. All graduating seniors are now required to take the ACT Work Keys test.

ARKANSAS DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Jon Chadwell is now the Vice Chair for the ADFA Executive Committee. After two years Jon will then be Chairman of the committee.
NEW WEBSITE 2026
Work continues on the development of the new website as content migration progresses. Updated photos and video content will be incorporated throughout the process as materials are reviewed and refreshed.
INDUSTRIAL SITE INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT UPDATE

The City of Newport was awarded an Industrial Site Infrastructure Grant totaling $262,800, with a match contribution of $29,000. This funding will support critical infrastructure improvements at the industrial site located at the airbase, including the purchase and installation preparation of a wet well, force main, and pump system to be stored for future development needs. These infrastructure investments are intended to strengthen site readiness and enhance the property’s appeal for future industrial recruitment and expansion opportunities. The grant program is also expected to be available for application again next year, providing additional opportunities to pursue infrastructure improvements and continued site development

CITY OF NEWPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The last Comprehensive Plan completed for the City of Newport was in 1974. Due to changing community needs and development trends, current housing regulations should be reevaluated, including considerations related to lot sizes and short-term rental properties such as Airbnb accommodations, which are not addressed in the existing plan. Director Chadwell will research and provide estimated costs associated with developing an updated Comprehensive Plan for the City of Newport to help guide future growth, housing, and community development initiatives.
I-57 CORRIDOR COALITION

Director Chadwell will participate in the upcoming I-57 Corridor Coalition meeting next week. The coalition is working collaboratively to strengthen regional economic development efforts and will provide participating communities with the opportunity to pursue Opportunity Zone initiatives and related funding opportunities on a regional basis.

75 STRONG

 Jon Chadwell, Julie Allen, and Christel Taylor attended the two-day IEDC “75 Strong” training held in Conway on May 5–6. The program focused on strengthening economic development strategies and ecosystem growth initiatives. Participants will also attend a follow-up class scheduled for September 2 as they continue preparation for the certification process. Following the training sessions, participants will be required to complete a written examination, participate in an oral interview, and submit an outline focused on ecosystem growth, with testing scheduled to take place in October.

TECH DEPOT UPDATE

Tech Depot continues to serve as an active hub for education, workforce development, and community programming. The facility hosted the New Vision Graduation today, showcasing continued collaboration with regional educational partners. On May 12, representatives from ASBTDC, along with consultants from the APEX Accelerator program, will be onsite to provide business and procurement assistance services. The Newport School District will also utilize the facility throughout next week for ASCAP testing. Upcoming STEM and technology programs at Tech Depot include a VEX Robotics camp scheduled for June 9–11 and Microbit Coding classes planned for July 13–14, providing additional hands-on learning opportunities for area students.
CALL CENTER UPDATE
The Business Resource Center should be completed by the end of May.
NEW SUBDIVISION UPDATE

The Newport School District is voting at the next school board meeting to use Mark Morris Construction for the new housing development.

PROSPECT SMOCO

Prospect SMOCO continues.

PROSPECT RICE STRAW

Prospect Rice Straw has till February 2027 to use its Industry Grant.

PROJECT FUEL UP UPDATE

Casey's General Stores will be completed within four months.

PROJECT TERMINATOR

Project Terminator’s status remains unchanged.

PROJECT TOP SECRET

Project Top Secret is a local prospect.

PROJECT CRUSH

Project Crush is looking for a Brownfield Site.

PROJECT FLIGHT

Project Flight is looking to do airplane repair. The property is FAA controlled.

PROJECT 250

Project 250 is a state project looking for 250 acres and they will install their own sewer.



PROJECT DOLLAR

Project Dollar is a Crypto project.

PROJECT FIX THE BIRD

Project Fix the Bird is an aviation project from McCrory.

ADJOURNED

Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott 
Foushee, meeting adjourned.
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