NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Nyesha Greer, Scott Foushee, Hiro Kado, Dr. Johnny Moore, and Lee Scoggins.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None.

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, Joe Dupree, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from June, with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for June. $3,009.05 was paid to Miller-Newell for assessment of the Industrial Greenhouse Building. The AEDC Councill will be in Newport in September and Metro Shuttle is rented for $2,125. The Sales Tax Report and Obligations were supplied to the commission for review. Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the financial statements for June with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Stephen Waggoner, Boy Scouts of America
· Blake Caldwell, Entergy
· Industrial Greenhouse
· Bill Miller Award
· Pamela Echols, MTK Courier Services

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· New Vision Class 21
· Manna Food Pantry
· Hall of Fame Banquet, August 7
· Depot Days & KidsFest, September 20
· Community Development Institute
· AEDCE

RENEWPORT GRANTS

[bookmark: _Hlk174432068]ARCarrico located at 1409 Malcolm Ave, in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with re-painting and installation of canvas awnings. The total cost is $23,458.79 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Mike Turner, motion carried. 

AEDC COUNCIL MEETING IN NEWPORT SEPTEMBER 11

The AEDC Council board will meet in Newport on September 11 and September 12. A shuttle has been rented for travel and tours around Newport. A schedule has been presented to the commissions. Some adjustments may be made before September. Twenty-five rooms are reserved at the Cobblestone Hotel and expecting about thirty to attend the meeting.

PLACER.AI REPORTS

Director Chadwell has run Placer.ai reports for M&P Bank, M&P North Branch, and M&P Insurance and Investments as well as Jackson County Auto Sales.

HOUSING INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

Housing Infrastructure Grant recommendations will be tabled until a committee is formed.

ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT UPDATE

The entertainment district passed and officially started this Monday. 16 oz Cups will be available for purchase at The Angry Possum and Postmaster Spirits.

THIRD AND LAUREL PARKING LOT UPDATE

The plans for the parking lot on Third and Laurel are finalized

75 STRONG

After a three-day course in Conway, Jon, Julie, and Christel completed a preliminary ecosystem assessment for Newport.  This will provide more data for the July 23 session.

TECH DEPOT UPDATE

Tech Depot has recorded 1,460 visitors so far in 2025, compared to a total of 1,829 for all of 2024, reflecting steady usage through the first half of the year. Upcoming events include Newport Fire Department training scheduled for July 21–25, a Summer College Workshop focused on FAFSA on July 16, a community blood drive on August 1, and a small business support session hosted by ASBTDC on August 14. These activities continue to demonstrate Tech Depot’s value as a center for training, education, and community engagement.


PROSPECT ELEVATE

Prospect Elevate, led by Ben and Leslie Glidewell, is working to open an 80/20 Autism School in Newport. The model is based on their successful school currently operating in Jonesboro, which serves 30 students and continues to thrive. The Newport location already has six students lined up and plans to open with 15 students, ultimately creating 22 new jobs.
DRIVESMART UPDATE
The bid for DriveSmart has been approved, and the contract is now moving forward for signing. Once signed, it will go through a final approval process.
P3 GROUP HOUSING UPDATE

The Newport School District School Board and P3 are currently reviewing plans for the new housing subdivision. At this stage, lot prices are estimated at approximately $45,000 for a quarter-acre and $67,000 for a third-acre. However, these figures are subject to change based on pending decisions that could affect overall development costs. P3 is also consulting with local businesses to gather second opinions and explore potential adjustments.

A-STATE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER UPDATE

The A-State Child Development Center can now accept vouchers.  The current attendance is 17 kids and they can take up to 55.

PROSPECT SMOCO

Prospect Smoco is looking to break ground at the end of the summer.

PROSPECT RICE STRAW

Prospect Rice Straw has ordered equipment and continues to move forward.

PROSPECT FRESH AT HOME

Prospect Fresh at Home started renovations yesterday.

PROSPECT CLIPPINGS

Prospect Clippings is negotiating to extend the lease of the General Cable building.

VERIZON CELL TOWER

The Newport City Council has passed a resolution authorizing Mayor Derrick Ratliffe to proceed with leasing property for the construction of a Verizon communications tower.

PROJECT FUEL UP UPDATE

A travel center is looking at locating in Diaz. The project should close early August.

NEW EQUIPMENT UPDATE

A microphone and camera are being installed in Classroom Two to accommodate requests for improved virtual meeting capabilities, allowing Zoom participants to see and hear the in-person audience clearly.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr. Johnny Moore announced that he will be accepting a new position in Holly Springs, Mississippi, after serving 4.5 years on the commission. He expressed his gratitude for the support, collaboration, and friendships he has built during his time on the commission.  He submitted his resignation from the Newport Economic Development Commission.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

