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Pr esident 's Message
Jay Clark  

OMLA President  
Principal,  Van Buren Middle School 

With the m ild weather throughout  January and February,  i t  seems that  our 
students began preparing for summer much earlier than normal. While it  
may seem cliche, I do feel we are tasked with making the days count  rather 
than count ing the days. Make a promise to yourself  and your students to 
stop with the end of year countdown!  Give your students a reason to look 
forward to coming to your classroom, even on those warm Apri l and May 
afternoons. Collaborat ively plan units that  w ill engage our students,  provide 
real world problem-solving opportunit ies,  and allow students to create. 
While this should be happening all year,  i t?s especially important  as summer 
break grows closer. If  you?re looking for resources to help facili tate 
collaborat ion, check out  our m ini-grants. Applicat ions are due June 1 and are 
available on our website,  www.ohiomla.org  During our March #OhioMLA 
chat ,  moderator Mike Janatovich led a discussion on how we can extend our 
classrooms. We discussed both physical and virtual f ield t rips,  but  also 
talked about  how we can use space outside of our classrooms. Take 
advantage of a grassy area full of  sunshine outside your school to read or 
write. Change things up with a simple change of environment. Learn more 
about  a variety of topics by joining us for our #OhioMLA Twit ter chats the 
second Tuesday of each month at  8:00pm.   

The Ohio Middle Level Associat ion has hosted a number of regional events 
throughout  the state since our fall state conference. Our board members 
work hard to ensure that  we offer more to our members including 
professional learning, networking, and even student  recognit ion 
opportunit ies. If  you have ideas, please reach out  to your regional 
representat ives who are listed on our website under the ?About  Us? link. 

Plan now to put  your gears in mot ion at  our 2017 state conference!   Eric 
Sheninger,  Manny Scot t ,  and Jack Berckemeyer will highlight  the 
conference. Our at tendees rave about  the break-out  sessions led by Ohio 
educators. If  you are interested in sharing knowledge, experiences, or ideas 
as a conference presenter,  those proposals are due June 15. We hope to see 
you November 2-3, 2017 at  the Columbus Hilton at  Easton!  
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t hei r  suppor t  of  m iddle 
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M ay 's Celebr at ions &  M ot ivat ion  Chal lenges
I deas f or  Boost ing Engagement  
St ephan ie Sn yder
Southeast  Region 

Having taught  in a parochial and public school 
during my t ime serving m iddle level students,  I 
know that  PK-8 buildings do a magnif icent  job of 
celebrat ing the near decade long accomplishments 
of their students before the t ransit ion from middle 
grades to high school. The dist rict  where I teach has 
a rich history surrounding one special night  in May, 
8th Grade Recognit ion ( in our neck of the woods it  is 
on equal foot ing with high school commencement,  
t ruly) . When so much ant icipat ion surrounds end of 
the year events,  we as educators know it  can be 
challenging to keep students engaged and growing 
throughout  the month of May. And so, once the 
sunshine comes out  and the weather warms up here 
in Ohio, students know this celebratory t ime is 
approaching. How do we keep them engaged and 
mot ivated right  up unt i l the end? 

As educators,  we all know that  ?I?ve run a marathon 
because it  is the end of my teaching day and it  is the 
month of May feeling? and this is on top of all that  
comes with these year-end celebrat ions for 
commit ted teams: a great  deal of preparat ion to 
properly honor and send off  students. I teach in a 
small,  rural dist rict  so it  is a lot  of  work in our set t ing 
where facili t ies and resources are shared as is 
administ rat ion meaning teams of teachers 
coordinate, plan, and prep events put t ing in hours 
upon hours in addit ion to our normal dut ies with 
unwavering support  of  our principal who oversees 
grades Pk-8. A few years back I decided that  to boost  
engagement and work right  up unt i l end of year 
celebrat ions commence I needed to t ry something 
new in my classroom during this st ressful t ime.  

For the past  several years in my eighth grade 
language arts classroom, I have found a way to 
balance it  all!  I developed a plan to close out  the year 
with a highly personalized unit  guided by a broad 
theme: Reading is empowering. We explore this idea 
f irst  together then move into the month of May 
when things really get  going for this unit . Each 
student  develops his or her own highly engaging 
and challenging young adult  li terature book 

select ions;  plans/ plots out  a reading schedule for 
use the f inal month, selects from choice menus the 
dif ferent iated work to do while reading; then 
presents a culm inat ing project  one of the last  days of 
school to our team. As a side note, the clerks at  the 
desk in our county library system know me and my 
color-coded crates well because each year I go in the 
f irst  weekend of May and pick up students? personal 
book select ions and return to school w ith them 
where they are kept  in my classroom?  otherwise we 
would have lim ited choices working only within our 
school library to select  books and/ or inabili ty to 
acquire the books due to lim ited funding (students 
and school) ,  lack of t ransportat ion for students to go 
pick up their books at  the county library,  and 
numerous other issues often unique to urban and 
rural schools alike. 

The work my students will do with these young 
adult  books is unique to one?s individual needs and 
t ied to pathways I have developed to st rengthen a 
weak area; these paths are t ied to data I collect  all 
year and their personal input  shared during 
personalized conferences but  can work with any 
novel they select?  so there is high buy in. They are 
also dif ferent iated t ied to readiness and learning 
style. Through a series of surveys which examine 
the affect ive domain of readers in my classroom, 
their preferences, interests,  and preferred 
sub-genres with young adult  li terature I am able to 
come to know my students early on in the year;  so, 
by the last  month of school during quarter four,  i t  
comes easier than many m ight  expect  to assist  
students in this process?  all the while support ing 
and watching them spread their w ings and f ly to 
accomplish and manage it !  

I have blocked language arts periods, roughly 90 
m inutes, and they have independent  reading days 
(days where they work at  their own paces using 
their calendars to meet  reading goals and complete 
their dif ferent iated during and after reading work),  
conference days, and project  work days. We have a 
t rip to Washington D.C. thrown into the m ix too in 
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May each year at  our m iddle school,  so depending 
on if  students at tends the 8th grade t rip or not  they 
have to st i ll ensure they are meet ing their reading 
goals and adapt  and plan accordingly. The rest  is 
totally up to them as to how they accomplish their 
goals with much scaffolding and guidance in place 
on my end through organizat ions systems, rout ines, 
and establishing ground rules for where we work in 
the room depending on the task and how this can 
happen allowing for all of  us to achieve our goals in 
one space. 

Then last ,  when all students have returned from the 
8th grade t rip to D.C.,  they give f inal book cover 
project  and book talk presentat ions during school. 
Later,  that  evening, we celebrate them in our 8th 
Grade Recognit ion Program. One of my favorite 
parts of the 8th Grade Recognit ion Ceremony that  
night  at  our school is when students arrive?  each 
having put  their own spin on the formal event ,  each 
unique personality shining through in their style 
and out f i ts as they walk into the room where we 
meet  and greet  one another and their teachers. 
These are the same personalit ies ref lected in their 
book projects,  select ions, and work during this unit  
which I purposefully developed and teach leading up 
to the culm inat ion of their t ime in m iddle school.

I would encourage my colleagues working in the 
m iddle level to ask, ?How could I st ructure a project  
for students sim ilarly? ? keeping in m ind the unique 
needs, constraints and challenges for the month of 
May and the end of the year. Consider what  this 
m ight  look like in light  of This We Believe which runs 
throughout  my st ructuring of this project  and don?t  
be afraid to take risks to t ry something new!  

Young adolescents rise to the occasion when given 
the chance to exercise agency and choice in their 
work,  and when they are supported, challenged, and 
highly engaged?  being given the tools and supports 
to succeed independent ly!  May can be very tiring but  
when I see my students walk across that  stage to be 
honored, every year it  is absolutely worth it  to run 
this project  in my room. Not  only do students 
cont inue to grow rather than plateau in the last  
month, but  I actually have the energy to get  out  on 
that  dance f loor at  their celebrat ion and share in the 
fun with my students because both they and I have 
had fun learning and staying product ive in the 
month leading up to it  through this project  in my 
classroom. 
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Mak ing the Last  Day Count
Lisa Nemeth
Central Region 

When a student  is in eighth grade they seem to get  
everything!  A t rip to Washington, DC, High 
School Tours,  special assemblies,  and a cookout  at  
the pool on the last  day of school!  For years,  
seventh grade teachers t ried their best  to make 
the last  day of school fun and engaging. So when 
seventh grade math teacher Cheri Wimmers came 
across an interest ing art icle while reading an Ohio 
Educat ion Associat ion magazine, she immediately 
shared it  w ith her colleagues. It  explained a 
team-based compet it ion sim ilar to a f ield day, 
adding in a component  to challenge students 
academically. The grade level ran with it  and it  has 
now become a yearly t radit ion for the school,  
apt ly named SchoOlympis. ?SchoOlympics is the 
perfect  way for our seventh graders to end their 
year,? says Kat ie Silcot t ,  choir teacher. She goes 
on to say, ?The students spend all year building 
camaraderie on their teams and they carry out  
their pride and compet it ive spirit  through excit ing 
m iddle-school-style Olympic events.?

In the Opening Ceremonies,  a student  from each 
team gathers to sing the Nat ional Anthem. 
Students sign up for and part icipate in Brain 
Games in the morning ranging from board games, 
puzzles, t rivia contests,  a cookie bake off ,  to 
design challenges in classrooms. In the afternoon, 
all four teams gather in the gymnasium to 
part icipate in the Field Events. Each team adopts a 
dif ferent  color to wear for the day. ?Some kids 
take it  to the extreme with face paint ,  bandannas, 

or head to toe colors! ? added Silcot t . Relay races, a 
limbo contest ,  and dribble tag are interm ixed with 
many unorthodox events. Some of the more si lly 
events include, boy with the hairiest  legs, a Fear 
Factor relay, tallest  and shortest  student ,  and a lip 
sync contest . Sarah, a former student  of Bunsold 
Middle School said,  ?The dance off  was the best !  
It  was a great  way to end the year and allow us to 
step out  of our comfort  zones.?  

Dressed according to teams, students participate 
in an Egg- Roll Relay and enthusiastically cheer 
one another on during this SchoOlympis event . 
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Ref lect ing at  the End of  the Year  

Putting Your Gears in Motion
OMLA 2017 State Conference

Novem ber  2 & 3      The Colum bus H i l t on  at  East on

Regist rat ion Form & Informat ion at :  www.ohiomla.org

Ti f f an y West
East  Region 

The school year is almost  over. There, I said it . Read on to f ind seven creat ive ideas for year-end lessons 
that  w ill get  your students ref lect ing about  all of  the great  things they accomplished in the last  nine 
months.  

1. Scien ce- In spi red Ar t .  Head outside with paper and art  supplies such as watercolors,  colored pencils 
and chalk. Ask your students to create a wall-worthy piece of art  that  ref lects something they learned in 
science. Did you study plants? Maybe a watercolor of f lowers. Or if  you studied space? A 
cosmic-inspired number. Dirt?  

2. People of  t he Year .   Time Magazine can?t  have all the fun. Help your students to compile of book of 
the ?People of the Year? for your class. Make sure to include important  people to your classroom (the 
custodian, the principal and even the lunch lady.)  

3. Teach  M e. Flip your classroom upside down AND backwards. Have each student  prepare a video 
lesson on a topic they learned about  during the year. Then have them (re) teach the class what  they 
learned. 

4. Coun t  ?Em  Up . Get  students count ing by having them use a calendar to f igure out  how many 
Mondays you?ve had this year,  how many Fridays, how many P.E. days and how many 
Jello-in-the-cafeteria days. Then work together to make a bar graph and hang it  on the wall. 

5. Dear  Next  Year?s Class. Have your students write let ters of advice to next  year?s students.

6. M iddle School  M usical . Break your students into groups and have them create (and perform) 
musical numbers commemorat ing the year.  7. Book Hall-of-Fame. Have each student  write (or draw) a 
ref lect ion on the best  book they read over the year. Then, save their ref lect ions and post  them on a 
bullet in board so that  next  year?s students can glean reading ideas.   

Note: Ideas were originally taken from We Are Teachers.  
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How f a s t  is  t oo f a s t ?  Who se t s  t he  p a c e?  How c a n t he  
wr ong  p a c e ma ke p r oblems wor se?  How c a n t he  r ight  
p a c e  f a c ilit a t e  mea n ingf ul c ha nge? 

Tom  Bur t on
OMLA Southwest  Region Representat ive 

Leading a m iddle school 
through a school year is much 
like preparing for a race? before 
it  begins you are f i lled with 
quest ions about  how the year 
will unfold? am I ready for the 
challenges, both known and 
unknown that  I w ill face 
throughout  the year? 

Like running a cross-country 
race, you head into a school 
year with a fast  start ,  set t le into 
a good pace, face a few 
challenges, and f in ish quickly. I 
of fer here a walk through of 
snippets from my cross-country 
experience, blended with their 
applicat ion to m iddle-level 
educat ion. 

The First  Leg: More than 200 
runners were preparing to make 
their mark at the first 
cross- country meet of the year. I 
was not a gifted runner and 
knew that I would not be 
competitive in a big race. 

Once the starter raised the pistol, 
I was on my mark. For that 
moment, the silence was 
deafening; I couldn?t hear 
anyone breathing. As the sound 
of the starter pistol echoed 
through the valley, I took off, 
sprinting to the turn. After all, 
my coach always said that we 
should start fast, settle into a 
good pace, and save a little extra 
for the end. 
Lesson: Pace yourself . While 
the start  of  each year is excit ing 
and is most  often met with 

great  enthusiasm, set t ing goals 
and having specif ic act ion steps 
for any new init iat ive will help 
you stay focused for the year. 
As a runner,  I had to f ind the 
balance between falling behind 
and burning out . The same is 
t rue in educat ion. 

Further,  my relat ionship to 
other runners was secondary to 
my internal st ruggle to do my 
best . There will always be a 
faster runner,  just  as there will 
always be another school or 
dist rict  w ith bet ter resources. 
An educator?s abili ty to be the 
best  teacher possible is a crit ical 
part  of  pacing; the goal is not  to 
f in ish f irst ,  but  to set  a personal 
best . 

The Second Leg: I turned a 
corner and saw a very steep hill 
rising out of a field of weeds. As I 
followed the dusty path and the 
runners who were ahead of me, I 
knew my toughest battles were 
yet to come. 

Being behind and knowing that I 
had the majority of the race 
ahead of me was one thing, but I 
was just trying to survive and 
move up a few places. As I got 
closer to the hill, I realized 
that some of the runners had 
slowed considerably. I thought if 
I attacked the hill and kept 
moving I could make up some 
time. 

After a few strides up the hill, I 
realized reaching my goal was 
going to be harder than I 

thought. It seemed easy enough. 
I was in good enough shape, had 
run hills before, and had an 
excellent coach. However, the 
incline was steep and the wind, 
which had been non- existent all 
day, seemed to pick up as I 
started my ascent. 
Lesson: Plan for the hills and 
don?t  quit . Throughout  the 
year,  you will be faced with 
incredible challenges that  in 
some cases will seem 
insurmountable. Overcoming 
an obstacle will take extra work 
and a focused determ inat ion. 
Dealing with dif f icult  situat ions 
is never easy. Part  of  
overcoming an obstacle is 
gathering informat ion and 
separat ing the crit ical f rom the 
superf luous, the helpful f rom 
the damaging. Whether the 
obstacle is a dif f icult  parent ,  
implementat ion of a new 
program, a part icularly 
challenging class, or some other 
unforeseen barrier to opt imum 
pract ice, seeking assistance, 
maintaining focus, and pushing 
through to a posit ive solut ion 
are crit ical. You can?t  f in ish the 
race without  get t ing over the 
hill. 

The Third Leg: As I reached the 
top and took my last step on the 
hill, I was relieved and relaxed. 
Just then, I heard my coach 
encouraging me to ?push off the 
hill. He wanted me to continue to 
work hard after I made it up and 
over the hill. I quickened my pace
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and immediately understood 
why he encouraged me to do so. 
Some of the runners were 
walking after they made it up the 
hill, while others were barely 
jogging. It?s easy to forget that 
the race is not over when the first 
obstacle is overcome; my coach 
reminded me that, while I had 
accomplished something, I was 
not yet finished. 
Lesson: Push off  the hill and 
keep the momentum. After 
dealing with a dif f icult  situat ion 
or implement ing a program, 
there is no t ime to relax. You 
maintain focus to ensure the 
situat ion is resolved or the 
program is running smoothly. 
When facing uphill bat t les,  i t  is 
crit ical to cont inue moving in a 
posit ive direct ion. Far too 
often, educators abandon a 
pract ice or a program that  is 
great  for kids because a few 
vocal parents don?t  see the big 
picture. Todd Whitaker,  the 
author of Dealing with Difficult 
People, talks about  one of the 
worst  educat ional pract ices we 
have: allowing negat ive, 
non-support ive people to 
inf luence the decisions we 
make. As my coach encouraged 

me to do, you must  maintain 
focus and momentum after 
reaching a goal. 

The Fourth Leg: After following 
my coach?s advice and pushing 
off the hill, I saw the broad 
expanse of the rest of the race 
course in front of me. While I had 
just finished a difficult task and 
continued to work hard after its 
completion, I now saw that I 
wasn?t all that close to the finish 
line; I had to keep running, 
uncertain if there were more hills 
or uninterrupted flat land in 
front of me. 

The majority of the remainder of 
the race was relatively 
uneventful: a few rolling hills, a 
gentle stream, and a winding 
path through the woods. Coming 
out of the woods, I saw the finish 
line roughly a quarter of a mile 
away. I picked up my pace; I 
knew I must finish strong. 

As I crossed the finish line 
somewhere in the middle of the 
runners, I knew I had given it my 
all and would take this 
experience and learn from it. 

 Lesson: Finish st rong. As with 
any race, you must  f in ish the 

school year st rong. The school 
year passes in the blink of an 
eye, and before you know it ,  
you are lined up again,  ready for 
another school year,  another 
race. Celebrat ing the success of 
the school year and the 
obstacles you?ve overcome is 
necessary and reassuring. 
You?ve completed a year with 
success; now you have to turn 
your at tent ion, once again,  to 
the next  school year,  as the 
process begins again. 

Get t i n g Back  Up  

At  the end of last  year,  I was 
preparing my f inal thoughts to 
address students part icipat ing 
in eighth-grade promot ion, and 
I needed a li t t le mot ivat ion. 
After coming up empty 
searching the Internet ,  I 
checked some e-mails and 
ult imately zeroed in on one 
from a friend in Tennessee. The 
mail included a link to a video 
apt ly t i t led ?Are You Going to 
Finish Strong?? In the video, 
Nick Vujicic talks about  
f in ishing st rong and get t ing up 
after falling down. Born with no 
arms or legs, he has the 
st rength every day to get  up if  
he falls down.  

Throughout  the school year,  i t  
may seem dif f icult  to cont inue 
to ?get  back up? after a dif f icult  
day, week, or even month. 
However,  by keeping the 
example of Nick in m ind, we 
should be inspired to keep the 
focus on the kids,  get  up, and 
f in ish st rong.  
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Laying out the Red Carpet
Lisa Ralph
Central Region

Not only do celebrit ies get  the red carpet  t reatment ,  but  Grant  
Middle School students in Marion, Ohio do as well. 

Grant  cont inued a new t radit ion to kick off  the 2016-17 school year. 
Students entered the building on a red carpet  as they were cheered 
and clapped on by staff  members. You could hear cheers and see 
hugs as our students returned for another year of learning. 

We held a leadership day on the third day of school w ith the goal of 
start ing the year on a posit ive note by complet ing team building 
act ivit ies to get  to know our teachers and immersed students in an 
opportunity to apply the ?7 Habits of Highly Successful People.? 
They had the chance to learn about  careers from community 
members who volunteered their t ime. The community members 
represented various careers that  ex ist  in the Marion community and 
led act ivit ies to show students how the habits apply to their daily 
work.  Students ended the leadership day by start ing their own 
leadership data notebooks to t rack academic, behavior,  and at tendance progress. Students set  their own 
reading and math goals to help develop accountabili ty and a growth m indset .   Students cont inued to t rack 
their goals and add to their data notebooks throughout  the school year.  They used the notebooks to 
conduct  student  led conferences with parents. 

The act ivit ies showed students that  the staff  and community care 
about  them and that  goal set t ing impacts success in li fe. It  laid the 
foundat ion for our efforts to st ress the importance of set t ing goals 
and st riving to meet  them.  We cont inued to work on the habits,  
goals and careers throughout  this school year.  We will end the year 
with another leadership day to ref lect  on our academic, behavior 
and future career goals. 

Stay 
connected to 

OM LA !
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Pract ical Ideas for Building Classroom 
Community Right from the Start  

Jessica Hess an d Bet han y Saxt on
West Region 

As teachers,  we must  do an immense amount  of 
planning in the summer to effect ively teach our 
students throughout  the school year. As we plan 
each lesson, we envision exact ly what  this will look 
like: students working cooperat ively in groups, 
students engaged and on-task, students listening 
quiet ly and intent ly when the teacher is talking, 
and students sm iling and enjoying the company of 
their peers and teacher. Sounds perfect ,  doesn?t  it? 
However,  new and veteran teachers alike know 
that  this is not  always how lessons come to li fe. 
Somet imes, students do not  work well in groups. 
Somet imes, students blurt  out  responses, and 
somet imes students do not  enjoy the company of 
their classmates. What is a possible solut ion? Start  
your students? school year off  right !  Effect ive 
beginning of the year st rategies are vital to 
ensuring a successful school year. 

We?ve interviewed veteran teachers and done our 
own independent  research to f ind some of the best  
ways to not  only start  your school year off  right ,  
but  to support  a year of success in your classroom.  
  

Would You Rat her  Quest ion s: Break the ice with 
your students on the f irst  day of school w ith an 
engaging game of Would You Rather!  You could 
create your own Would You Rather cards with a 
?f irst  week of school? theme or come up with your 
own goofy quest ions. To kick off  the game, have 
half  of  your students form a circle,  facing out ,  
somewhere in your classroom. Then, have the 
other half  of  your students (yourself  included! )  
face someone in the circle. Make sure each student  
has a Would You Rather card and let  the fun begin!  
Set  a t imer for two m inutes and have each pair of  
students share their quest ions with one another. 
Once the t imer goes off ,  have the students in the 
outer circle rotate to the right  while the students in 
the inner circle rotate their cards to the lef t . Keep 
going unt i l you?ve gone through all of  the cards!   

Your  Job/M y Job Char t :  As all teachers know, 
set t ing expectat ions the f irst  week of school is 
essent ial for a successful year. Why not  include 
your students in the process and create a classroom 
Your Job/ My Job Chart? This act ivity can be carried 
out  in mult iple ways, so do whatever works best  
w ith your teaching style. One way you could do 
this is by split t ing the students into groups of four 
or f ive and having each group write their own chart  
on a poster. Explain to the students that  the ?Your 
Job? side should be made up of expectat ions they 
have of you as their teacher and the ?My Job? side is 
reserved for expectat ions the students have for 
themselves to be successful throughout  the year. 
Make sure you create one yourself !  When all 
groups have f in ished their posters,  hang them up 
around the room for the day. Then, that  evening 
put  together a f inal Your Job/ My Job Chart  based on 
the charts your students created to keep hung up in 
the classroom during the school year. 

Six Word M em oi rs: Students in the m iddle level 
love to write about  themselves; they have so many 
stories they want  to share with others. Give your 
students a unique opportunity to express who they 
are through Six Word Memoirs!  The goal is for 
students to describe themselves using exact ly six  
words-- no more, no less. Some students m ight  be 
hesitant  to create one if  they do not  feel 
comfortable with others in the class yet . To 
encourage those more reserved students,  make 
sure you create your own Six Word Memoir and 
share it  w ith the class before they get  started. Once 
all students have writ ten theirs,  you could compile 
them all into a Slideshow or have the students 
write them on a piece of card stock and decorate 
them to go on the classroom door. If  I had to write 
a Six Word Memoir about  this act ivity i t  would be, 
?While students write,  teachers gain knowledge.?

Continued on page 11
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Classroom  Vision : Guide the students in creat ing 
their own classroom vision. Often t imes, there are 
m isinterpretat ions between what  the teacher 
expects and what  the students think the teacher 
expects. The two are not  always the same. This can 
lead to a frustrated teacher and students feeling 
like the teacher isn?t  being fair. To solve this 
problem, help your students create a classroom 
vision. A classroom vision is sim ilar to rules for the 
classroom. The dif ference is,  students help create 
these rules. The rules are not  general,  but  very 
specif ic,  so teacher,  and student  are on the same 
page. Implement the classroom vision within the 
f irst  week or two of school. Before the class creates 
the vision, think about  what  you what  your 
classroom to look like and feel like. As a teacher,  
what  do you want  your classroom environment to 
look like when you are teaching to have a fulf i lled 
day, rather than a st ressed out  day? Jot  these 
things down. Use your list  later to inf luence the 
students? rules for their vision. Then, grab a poster 
and a set  of markers. Tell your students just  like 
them, you want  to have a fun, happy, classroom, 
while at  the same t ime learning something new. To 
do this,  both teacher and students need to all be on 
the same page. Express to your students this is 
their classroom, they should help decide what  the 
classroom will look like,  feel like,  and sound like. 
Label the chart  ?Classroom Vision?, make four 
columns, labeling them: See, Hear,  Do, Feel. 
Students will list  the things they want  in their 
classroom for each column. Be sure to add your 
rules as well,  and encourage the students to 
part icipate. Have your students sign the poster. Be 
consistent  w ith the rules decided, and watch your 
classroom of students f lourish all year.  

Scaven ger  Hun t s: A school day seems so much 
longer and less is accomplished when students are 
constant ly asking quest ions like,  ?Can I go to the 
bathroom?? ?What t ime is our Special,  today?? or 
?Do you have a Band-Aid??  Save your classroom 
instruct ion t ime for classroom instruct ion t ime, 
instead of wast ing valuable seconds answering 
these quest ions by having a scavenger hunt  the 
f irst  few days of the school year. Give students a 
handout  that  guides them on a hunt  through the 
classroom, halls,  and bathrooms, to learn how 

procedures will work in the classroom, and where 
to locate things the students may need. Students 
will enjoy the socializat ion and game-like nature of 
this act ivity,  and you will love the results!  For 
example, don?t  like students raising their hands in 
the m iddle of your well-planned lesson to go to the 
bathroom? Create a bathroom sign-out  sheet  for 
your classroom. Students will get  so many 
bathroom breaks a day. They don?t  ask when they 
need to go, they just  sign out . Place this on your 
scavenger hunt  sheet ,  so students can learn how 
this process works.  The scavenger hunt  act ivity 
w ill have your classroom running like a well-oi led 
machine. 

St uden t  In t erv iew  Sheet s: Create an interview 
sheet  for each of your students to f i ll out  at  the 
beginning of the year. Then, have a sim ilar sheet  
for parents to f i ll out  about  their child. Ask 
quest ions that  not  only lend to how the student  
excels academically,  but  also include the student 's 
interests,  hobbies, dislikes, personality type, 
mot ivat ions, and home li fe situat ion. Ask quality 
quest ions of the student?s and parents without  
being too invasive. The more you know about  your 
students and their fam ilies,  the bet ter chances are 
you can reach them, and if  you can reach them, 
you can teach them!  

Start  your year off  right  by t rying one of these 
act ivit ies in your classroom!  Not  only will your 
relat ionship with your students start  of f  st rong, 
but  also you and your students will be establishing 
a safe,  comfortable,  and fun learning environment 
that  w ill carry on throughout  the rest  of the year. 


