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__________________________________________________________________________________
WHITTLESEA JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
PARENTS / GUARDIANS & SUPPORTERS CODE OF CONDUCT POLICY 2026
___________________________________________________________________________

PURPOSE
Whittlesea Junior Football Club (WJFC) is committed to ensuring The Safeguarding Children and Young People with Parents / Guardians & Supporters Code of Conduct 2026. This policy sets out a summary of the behaviours required of WJFC Parents / Guardians and Supporters towards and in the presence of Children and Young People as well as WJFC coaches, volunteers, umpires, members and committee.
1. Key Audience
2. Aims & Objectives - Safeguarding Children & Young People
3. Procedure
4. Parent Game Day & Training Expectations
5. Respectful Behaviours
6. Policy Review 

KEY AUDIENCE
This Code of Conduct applies to all WJFC Parents / Guardians and Supporters. WJFC Parents / Guardians and Supporters are required to abide by the behaviour standards set out in this Code of Conduct and report any behaviours that do not comply with it in accordance with the WJFC Safeguarding Children and Young People Complaints and Reporting Procedure (Complaints and Reporting Procedure).
Failure to comply with the Code of Conduct will be considered a breach of the Policy and may result in investigation, disciplinary action including restriction or suspension of duties.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
Safeguarding Children & Young People 
All WJFC Parents / Guardians/ supporters MUST during engagement with the WJFC;
• treat all Children and Young People with respect and promote the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children and Young People; Children and Young People from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, Children and Young People with a disability and Children and Young People who identify as LGBTI+, transgender and/or non-binary;
· ensure that another adult is present when engaging with Children and Young People. This includes club changerooms and toilet / showers;
• limit all interactions with Children and Young People to the confines of official duties;
• wherever possible ensure that all email, text messages and other forms of communication sent to a child or young person are copied to their parent/carer;
• ensure that approval has been obtained from a child or young person’s parent/carer prior to any photograph, livestream or film being taken of a child or young person;
• ensure that any photograph, livestream or film taken of a child or young person is taken in circumstances that are directly relevant to the child’s or young person’s participation in an WJFC program and the child or young person is appropriately dressed and posed;
• immediately report any concern for the safety or wellbeing of a child or young person, or a suspected breach of the Policy or this Code of Conduct, in accordance with the Complaints and Reporting;

Procedure:
All WJFC Parents / Guardians/ guardians / Supporters MUST NOT during their engagement with WJFC:
• engage in any form of sexual behaviour with or in the presence of Children or Young People; 
• engage in any other form of behaviour that may reasonably be considered to be child abuse, including grooming a child or young person;
• initiate unnecessary physical contact with a child or young person, or do things of a personal nature for them that they can do themselves;
• enter WJFC toilet or shower areas unless required for medical treatment, supervision, or where a child requires assistance from a parent or registered carer for self-care needs. Any such access must prioritise child safety, privacy and transparency.
• take disciplinary action involving physical punishment or any other form of treatment that could reasonably be considered as degrading, cruel, frightening or humiliating;
• use language or behaviour towards Children that is inappropriate, harassing, abusive, sexually provocative, intended to humiliate or is culturally inappropriate;
• consume alcohol, illicit drugs, tobacco or vape when volunteering with any Children or Young People; 
• give a gift to a child or young person engaged in an WJFC program, activity or service without the permission of the WJFC Executive Committee and the child’s or young person’s parent/carer;
• transport any Children or Young People; without the permission of the WJFC Executive Committee or person delegated with their authority and the child’s or young person’s parent/carer;
• arrange contact, including online contact, with Children or Young People; outside of the WJFC’s programs, activities or services; or use any computers, mobile phones, video cameras, cameras or social media to exploit or harass Children, or access child exploitation material.

Parent Game Day & Training expectations:
WJFC Parents / Guardians WILL;
· be expected to assist in various roles on match days when requested to do so by Team Manager. (This could be in a permanent capacity where agreed or weekly game day rosters)
· ensure their child is promptly collected by a parent/guardian at the completion of game and training.
· will notify coach asap if unable to collect child or young person at end of training or game AND will arrange for person delegated with their authority and notify coach of delegated person.

Respectful Behaviours:
· Parents / Guardians will be responsible for the behaviours of their invited supporters and may face investigation & disciplinary action by WJFC committee if invited supporters breach this Parent / Guardian & Supports Code of Conduct Policy.
· Remember that you are there for the participants to enjoy the game.
· Encourage participation, but don’t force it.
· Teach that enjoyment is more important than winning. Never ridicule mistakes or losses.
· Supporters are there to support not downgrade.
· Do not drive in or out of the Club grounds at excessive speed.
· Do not engage in physical and/or verbal intimidation, abuse or conduct toward any player, club official, umpire or supporter. Such actions are totally unacceptable.
· Do not use abusive language when in a public space.
· Do not abuse the Club’s facilities including but not limited to damage or theft.
· Do not engage in at risk or illegal behaviours including, driving under the influence of drugs/alcohol and bringing illicit drugs onto the club’s property.
· Physical or verbal abuse will not be tolerated.
· Recognise all volunteers who give up their valuable time.

POLICY REVIEW 
This Policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains relevant, practical and that it reflects Community AFL Concussion Management guidelines/expectations and legal requirements. The Policy will be reviewed in the first instance by WJFC Medic Coordinator and Executive Committee. 

This document was tabled to the Executive Committee, and the above stated Policy was voted upon and endorsed/accepted by majority vote. Whittlesea Junior Football Club Executive & General Committee March 2026.

image1.jpeg




