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Members of the 111" General Assembly,

QOvaer the course of this waek, many of you have been contacted by concerned constituants and local education leaders regarding a

document on "wallbaing checks” that was created by my team as a part of the ongoing conversations of the Child Wellbeing Task

Forcs. Tha goal of this documant was to sarve as an optional resourca for local leadars to guide thair efforts for at-risk Kids who
igata p gad time away from thi classroom.

Although well-intentioned, we have missed the mark on communication and providing clarity around our role In supporting at-risk
students during an unprecedented time. Governor Lee has asked our depariment to remove this guidance document and go back to
the drawing board so we get this right.

| want to assure you that we recognize the concems that you and your constituents share, and we realize why those concerns exist,
Our goal is to provide districts with the tools needed to safely open schools, and we do not want to distract from that with any sense
that we are straying from our mission te first and foremost, educate students. | also acknowledge the vast differance between
providing suppon for vulnerable students as opposed to any potential overreach inte what parents determine is best for their children.

Govarnor Lee has been clear that vulnerable students, especially, are counting on us to safely re-open schools and get back in the
classroom. Histarically, teachers, staff, and providers of school-based services have provided critical support and intervention for
students because they see Tennessee children in their classrooms every day. Teachers, through investment in their students, can
recognize when a student may need additional support. There are students in our state that are homeless, without parental
engagement or may ba living in abusive situations, and the Governor would like us to provide some information or resources to
school districts 1o aid in their cutreach specifically for these students only.

With those items in mind, we will craft an improved toolkit to provide districts with the Information they need to address the neaeds of
those at-risk stud and also provide optional resources to halp when needs anse,

| appreciate you reaching out to our legislative team and the Govemnor's team with your thoughts and concerns here, Please continue
that communication, We are all invested in the successful education of Tennessee students and | look forward to continuing that work
with you.
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