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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS / 
SERVICIOS FÚNEBRES: 
Please call the Funeral Ministry Office at 
760-729-6366. 

Favor de llamar al 760-729-6366 para hacer 
arreglos fúnebres. 
 

 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE /  
BAUTISMO Y  MATRIMONIO: 
Please call the parish office for information. 

Favor de Ilamar a la oficina parroquial para  
más informes. 

Serving Carlsbad Since 1943 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

May 08, 2022 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Rev. Ronald Bagley, CJM, Pastor 
 

Rev. Ricardo Chinchilla, CJM, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Rowland, CJM, In Residence   
Rev. Ben Drapeau, CJM, In Residence    
Msgr. Frank Pugliese, Ministry    

Miguel Enriquez, Deacon                        
Michael Frazee, Deacon 
Edward Moser, Deacon 
Richard Pomphrey, Deacon 

MASSES /MISAS:  
Saturday /Sábado          4:30 pm (English)  
           7:00 pm (Español)  
  
Sunday / Domingo       7:30 am (English)  
           9:00 am (English)  
          11:00 am (English) 
          1:00 pm (Español)  
          5:00 pm (English)  
 

Monday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Tuesday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Wednesday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Thursday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Friday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Saturday - 8:00 am (English) 
 

Individual Confession: 
Wednesdays at 8:30 am and 6:00 pm. In the body of the church.  
 

Rosary: 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Tuesdays from 2:00 to 6:00 pm 



 
 
 

On this weekend we have much to celebrate. Of course, it is the Fourth Sunday of Easter. We continue to bask in 
the light of the risen Lord. His death and resurrection have conquered the darkness of sin and evil. We 
acknowledge him as our Mighty God and Conqueror.  
 
Every year on this 4th Sunday of Easter, the Lectionary for Sunday Mass presents to us Scripture readings that 
focus on Jesus as a shepherd. He is shepherd, the sheepgate, and the gatekeeper all rolled into one. (The gospel is 
always a portion of chapter 10 of John’s gospel in which Jesus speaks of these themes at length.) In the short 

gospel passage we hear this week, Jesus tells us: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” 
 
So, the Fourth Sunday of Easter has come to be known as Good Shepherd Sunday. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who dedicates 
himself totally to the care of the flock. Likewise, this Sunday is observed as the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. The purpose 
of this day is to publicly fulfill the Lord's instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest"   
(Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). While appreciating all vocations, the Church concentrates its attention this day on vocations to the ordained 
ministries (priesthood and diaconate), consecrated life in all its forms (male and female religious life, societies of apostolic life, 
consecrated virginity), secular institutes in their diversity of services and membership, and to the missionary life. 
 
I think you know that our part of the world is experiencing a decline in vocations to ordained ministry and religious life. I encourage 
you to pray for more vocations. I also ask you to give your support to your son or daughter, relative or friend who might be 
considering a vocation in the Church. An encouraging word goes a long way in promoting vocations. 
 
This Sunday we also observe Mothers’ Day. It is a time for us to give thanks to God for the great gift that mothers are to their 
families. We pray that God would continue to bless our mothers and strengthen them in their faith. We also pray for any mothers 
who are struggling to fulfill their call and need the grace of God in a particular way. We also commend our deceased mothers to the 
arms of our loving and compassionate God. At all our Masses this weekend, we will pray a special blessing for all mothers.  
 
Several recent popes have spoken about the image of God as mother. Of course, we more frequently address God as father, yet we 
know that God is neither male nor female. Read the article in this week’s newsletter that speaks about “Discovering God as 
Mother.” It is enriching to reflect on the biblical images that ascribe maternal qualities to our God. 
 
Happy Mothers’ Day to all mothers, grandmothers, mothers-to-be, foster mothers, godmothers and all who fulfill the role of mother 
in any way. May God bless you all! 
 
In one Heart, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
MONDAY -      May 09                                                                                                                                                                          
7:00 am -          Mothers Day Novena 
8:00 am  -        William Witt (d) 
 
TUESDAY -     May 10 
7:00 am -         E. Grace & Family (int) 
8:00 am  -        Mothers Day Novena  
      
        
WEDNESDAY -   May 11 
7:00 am  -            Mothers Day  Novena 
8:00 am  -            Harry Schmidt Jr. (d) 
 
 
THURSDAY -   May 12 
7:00 am  -          Carolyn Pascale (d)            
8:00 am  -         Mothers Day Novena   
 
 

FRIDAY -        May  13                                             
7:00 am  -        Mothers Day Novena 
8:00 am  -        Sabrina Marie Knapp (int) 
 
SATURDAY -  May 14 
8:00 am -         Mothers Day Novena 
4:30 pm -          Gina Savaglio (d) 
7:00 pm -          Claudia Mendoza (d) 
                       
                
SUNDAY -       May 15 
7:30 am -         Mothers Day Novena   
9:00 am -          David DeLuca (d) 
11:00 am -        Bob Dillion (d)  
1:00 pm -          Alicia Marcial (d)               
                         Ricardo Y Cruz Mata (d) 
 
5:00 pm -          Donna Martinez (d) 

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR 
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Continúe su formación Bíblica con los 
estudios de Padre Ricardo 
 
Estudio bíblico semanal en YouTube dirigido 
por el  P. Ricardo Chinchilla, Cjm. 
Entre a YouTube y en la barra de búsqueda de 

YouTube escriba: Chinchilla,  not the Squirrel but the priest 
 

¡Los esperamos!    

 Oficina de Educación 
Religiosa y Ministerio 

Familiar 
 

 Comuníquese al  
          760-434-9099 

              lramirez@stpatrickcarlsbad.com      
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Un saludo del Diácono Miguel 
En aquel tiempo, Jesús dijo a los judíos, 
“Mis ovejas escuchan mi voz; yo las conozco 
y ellas me siguen. Yo les doy la vida eterna y 
no perecerán jamás; nadie las arrebatará de 
mi mano. Me las ha dado mi Padre, y Él es 
superior a todos, y nadie puede arrebatarlas 
de la mano del Padre. El Padre y yo somos 

uno”. Tenemos la tendencia de vivir una vida apresurada, 
sobreviviendo, encontrándonos en situaciones buenas y llenas 
de rissas.  Pero también en situaciones duras, fuertes, que nos 
quitan la paz, que nos quitan el sueño y no descansamos. Pero 
cuando nos sintamos abrumados con todo lo que cargamos 
sobre nuestros hombros, detengámonos y pongámonos en 
silencio, y repitamos el nombre de Jesús, diciendo lentamente, 
“Jesús, Jesús, Jesús”. Y hay que recordar que somos de Jesús, 
el Buen Pastor. Jesús siempre camina con nosotros, siempre 
está a nuestro lado cuidándonos, nutriéndonos, guiándonos. 
Para sentir su presencia y escuchar su voz, tenemos que 
ponernos en silencio y dejar que su presencia penetre 
nuestro corazón. Jesús nos dice en el Evangelio “que nadie 
podrá arrebatarnos de la mano del Padre”. Hagamos la decisión 
hoy, diciéndole a Jesús, “aquí estoy, tómame en tus manos, 
soy tuyo y tu eres mío. Confío en ti, Señor”. 
Hoy quiero felicitar a todos las Madres. Sé que a veces se 
sienten que no son apreciadas y necesitadas por sus hijos. A 
veces, las hijas e hijos, no sabemos, o se nos olvida, darles las 
gracias, y de brindarles un poco de tiempo para escucharlas o 
demostrarles amor. Me atrevo a hablar por todas las hijas e 
hijos, diciéndoles, “Mami, perdónanos por no ser atentos. 
Gracias por amarme siempre. Gracias por siempre estar a mi 
lado. Mamá, que Dios te siga bendiciendo. Mami, te amo y 
Feliz Día de las Madres”.  
 
- Diácono  Miguel Enríquez  

HORARIO DE OFICINA 
Lunes:   10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Martes:   10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Viernes:  2:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Sábado:  10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Domingo: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

   Ministerio de  Consolación 
 
 
Cada uno de nosotros vive el duelo de la pérdida de 
un ser querido. Algunas personas tratan de lidiar 
con su dolor por sí mismos y no quieren o no 
necesitan asistencia de afuera. Sin embargo, 
muchos otros buscan y encuentran consuelo en 
compartir su dolor, enojo, depresión u otras 
emociones que pueden experimentar después de la 
pérdida de un ser querido.  
Nos reunimos los jueves a las 7:00pm en el salón 
Fr. Mullen de la escuela. Para más información 
comunícate con Lola Enríquez, 760-712-2029. 

Recuerdo del Día de la Madres 
Se incluyó un sobre especial en su paquete 
de sobres de abril-mayo del 2022, un sobre 

para el Día de las Madres. Simplemente 
escriba sus nombres en el sobre (o en 

cualquier sobre), incluya una ofrenda de 
cualquier monto y colóquelo en la canasta de 

la colecta. Los sobres que recibamos se colocarán en el altar 
durante el mes de mayo. Estas misas serán en memoria de las 

madres fallecidas o en honor de las madres vivas.  

Reportando denuncias de conducta sexual inapropiada:  

La diócesis de San Diego trata con seriedad todas las 
denuncias de conducta sexual inapropiada por parte del 
clero o del personal de la Iglesia y las trata de manera 
rápida, confidencial y exhaustiva. Para denunciar conducta 
sexual inapropiada por parte del clero o del personal de la 
Iglesia, incluyendo el abuso, lláme a Mary Acosta, 
Coordinadora de Asistencia a Víctimas, (858) 490-8353, 
envíe un correo electrónico a misconduct@sdcatholic.org,  
o visite www.safeinourdiocese.org. Las situaciones de 
abuso sexual reciente o en curso deben informarse a la 
policía.  

Grupo de Mujeres del  
Corazón de María 

 

Te invitamos a ti mujer soltera, casada, 
viuda o divorciada,  para orar, alabar,  
cantar, sanar, liberar, y compartir la  
palabra de Dios.  Somos mujeres “luz del 
mundo y sal de la tierra”  (Mateo 5,13).   
 

Nos reunimos todos los viernes de 6:00 a 7:30 PM  en 
el salón Fr. Mullen localizado en la escuela St. Patricio 

Las esperamos. 



   The Legion of Mary 
 

The Pilgrim Virgin Home Visitation Program. 
Invite our Blessed Mother into you home. 
Countless blessings can be poured down upon 
you, your family and friends by praying the rosary 

and asking our Blessed Mother’s intercession.  
 For  additional information or to schedule a visit contact  
Gabriela Whitehead  at 760-757-5651. 

Faith Based (drop-in)  
Grief Support Group 

 
Everyone is welcome to join. There is no registration or 

standard curriculum. The group is designed for the 
bereaved to have a place that they feel safe to share their 
experiences, and gain personally by supporting others as 
well as being supported by others. The group is facilitated 

by trained grief counselor and  Dcn Rick from St. Pat’s. 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursdays from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  May 12 
 

The meetings are conducted on Zoom at the link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/226999650?

pwd=UjM2VndocFhXU1VMa21KV0NndzEyQT09 
Meeting ID: 226 999 650 — Passcode: 003289 

One tap mobile  1(669) 900-6833  
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Church’s synod consultation continues 
 
Over the next several weeks, the Diocese of San Diego will 
be analyzing the information the parishes submitted after 
they held their synod listening sessions. The diocese’s synod 
team will summarize the findings from those reports in a 
document that Bishop McElroy will share with our 
community this summer. It will be sent to the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, which will submit a report 
of its own to the Vatican. 
 
Meanwhile, the consultation of young people continues 
through mid-June at parishes and schools. The diocese, 
supported by Catholic social service allies, also is holding 
sessions with the homeless, incarcerated and refugees. 
 
There will be another opportunity for our diocese to listen 
to our community members. The diocese will circulate a 
survey this summer, inviting everyone to participate, 
particularly those who did not attend parish sessions and 
those not regularly attending Mass. Details to come, so stay 
tuned. 
 
 

We invite you to follow this process at sdcatholic.org/synod 
and sdcatholic.org/sinodo in Spanish, and through the 
diocese’s Facebook @DioceseSanDiego and Instagram 

@SDCatholics pages. 

Mothers Day Remembrance 
 
Throughout the month of May, we will be praying for 
all mothers, living and deceased. The names of those 
requested will be placed on the altar in the church. 
There is an envelope for this purpose in your packet of 
envelopes. Additional envelopes are available in the 
back of the church. Or you can use a plain envelope 
and write on it the names of any mothers you want to 
be included. Simply place your envelope in any 
collection or send it to the office. 

Grief	Newsletters	
 At the end of March, we began to share the Grief Newslet-ters that have been prepared by Hospice of North Coast. There are 12 issues in all. Before Easter, we shared the ϐirst three issues. You can still see them in the newsletter section of our parish website. At the back of the church, you can ϐind this week’s issue #5. 



Religious Education & Family 
Ministry 
(PreK – 8th grade) 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Reflection:  In the Gospel this Sunday we hear words that 
Jesus directed to some Jewish leaders who wanted to trip 
him up. They were hoping he would call himself the Messiah. 
Instead, Jesus refers to himself as "the Good Shepherd" who 
knows and protects all his sheep. He describes the secure 
and lasting relationship he has with his sheep who truly hear 
him and believe. Just as no one can separate Jesus and his 
Father, no one can take Jesus' disciples away from him.  
At our Baptism, we become part of the Good Shepherd’s 
sheepfold. He knows us. He lovingly tends to us. He offers us 
his Body and Blood as food and drink. Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd. We belong to him, and he gives us our heart’s 
desire - eternal life with him.  
Adults: What can you do this week to show that you have truly 
heard the Good Shepherd's voice? 
Children: How does Jesus know us so well? How do we know we 
are hearing his voice? 
Prayer Intention: Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd, give us the 
grace to follow your voice. 
Weekly Classes 
Sunday class:  May 8, 15 
Monday class: May 9, 18 
Wednesday class: May 11, 18 
 
New Classes for children in Preschool through middle school 

will begin in the fall.  Registration will open in June.  
 Contact us at 760-729-8442 or 

mdornisch@stpatrickcarlsbad.com     
Margit Dornisch  -  Office for Religious Education and Family 

Ministry .  
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   Ye Olde Garage News!!   

 The Ye Olde Garage  thrift store Sunday 
Sale Day  will be Sunday  May 15, 

 from  8:30 am to 2:30 pm .   
 Regular hours for Ye Old Garage  are  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 9:30am to 2:00pm. 
 We are still in need of volunteers for the Ye Old 
Garage  Ministry,  if you are able to help please 

contact the parish office  at (760) 729-2866 for  more 
information.  

 Come by for a visit,  we would love to show you  what 
we have to offer!!     

Reporting allegations of sexual misconduct:  
 

The diocese of San Diego treats all allegations of sexual 
misconduct by clergy or Church personnel seriously and 
deals with them in a prompt, confidential and thorough 

manner. To report sexual misconduct by clergy or Church 
personnel, including abuse, please call Mary Acosta, Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, (858) 490-8353,   email 
 misconduct@sdcatholic.org or visit 

www.safeinourdiocese.org. Situations of recent or  
ongoing sexual abuse should be reported to local  

law enforcement.  

Ecumenism and the Catholic 
Church 
 
What is the relationship between 
the Catholic Church and other 
Christian religions? Are their 
beliefs and practices really so 
different? Are we allowed to pray 
in non-Catholic churches? What 
does it mean to be ecumenical? 

Fr. Ron recently taught a four-week course on 
Ecumenism. He will give a summary of what he covered 
and answer questions from participants. The session will 
last one and a half hours with one hour for presentation 
and thirty minutes for questions. The same program will 
be offered twice on Tuesday May 17. The morning 
session will be at 9:00-10:30 am and be repeated at  
7:00-8:30pm.The session is free and no reservations are 
necessary. 

Million Meals Event 
 

The deacons of the Diocese of San Diego have come together 
to live out their mission to serve the needy by coordinating an 
event that provides a million nutritious meals to children and 

families living in extreme poverty. 
About half of the meals will be sent to Tijuana, Mexico, for 

distribution by the Franciscan Sisters at Casa de los Pobres, a 
non-profit organization that has served the poor for decades. 

The meals also will be sent to charities serving the poor in the 
Philippines and Africa. 

To do this, the deacons plan to raise $250,000 dollars to be 
able to purchase the food ingredients and to recruit 3,000  

volunteers to pack the equivalent of one million meals over 
one fun, inspiring weekend. 

Our parish deacons will be accepting donations on the patio on 
the weekends of May 7-8 and May 14-15. You may also wish 

to volunteer to help pack the meals on the weekend of  
June 11-12 at Cathedral Catholic High School. For more  

information or to volunteer go to 
 www.sdcatholic.org/millionmeals  

The ladies of St. Patrick Altar Society 
would like to thank the parishioners for 

their support of our Easter Boutique.  
Because of you, we were able to raise 

$3,062 for the church. 
The winners of the raffle baskets were: 

Padre Basket was won by  
Shawn & Diana Nolan; Quilt Basket was 

won by Barbara Mathias; Wine Basket was won by  
Ann Pomphrey. 

 Congratulations to the winners!!  
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Parishioner Since 1989
1299 Carlsbad village dr., carlsbad, ca 92008 • 760-729-5964

Anna Howard
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Local parishioner at 9am mass

Wills, Trusts, Probate and Family Law Questions
2725 Jefferson Street, Ste. 2A, Carlsbad, CA 92008
858-800-2532 www.achowardlaw.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

SPACE AVAILABLE
To Advertise Here...

Contact BOB HAHN today at
(800) 231-0805 • hahnb@jspaluch.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy

Footsteps of Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Scottish Highlands • Camino, A walking journey for the soul

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Mass is included with all our tours

(CST 2117990-70)

Support the Advertisers That Support Our Community
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Fine Jewelry & Watches
630 Grand Ave.
760-729-1895

Parishioner

Mark A. Lucia
Senior Vice President
Financial Advisor
5796 Armada Drive, Suite 200
Carlsbad, CA 92008
760-602-3516
mark.a.lucia@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/mark.a.lucia

SERVICIOS DENTALES
• UNICAMENTE LOS SABADOS 10 A.M. - 1 P.M.

ESQUINA DE LEUCADIA BLVD. y HWY. 101, ENCINITAS
ATRAS DE KOTIJA TACO SHOP

Mexican Food
 Carlsbad  Oceanside
 3055 Harding St. 125 Old Grove Rd. #8
 Carlsbad, CA 92008 Oceanside, CA 92057
 Phone (760) 729-4858   Phone (760) 435-9071

 HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
 CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA 92102

                      Pre-Need Arrangement is an act of love

                            No Interest Budget Plan allows up to five years to pay.

                  Call 264-3127                         Se Habla Español          

RealCarlsbad.com   760.890.1100

Carlsbad Real Estate - PATRICK KELLETT 

St. Patrick Parishioner • Alumni St. Pat’s, LMU (BA), USD (MA)
Broker #01242153

Curtis E. McRae, D.D.S., Inc.
General/Cosmetic/Implant Dentistry

3601 Vista Way, Suite 205 (760) 757-5057
Oceanside, CA 92056 www.drmcrae.net

Aetna, Blue Shield,
HealthNet,

Scan, Sharp

Arthur J. Burton
Agent, License 0B35448

Tel: 760.814.2715

Help
with

MEDICARE
Roger Approved

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available • Free consultation

760.918.0929 • Local Parishioner
30 Years Experience | www.zarcaro.com

Debra Dewhurst-Johnson
BROKER DRE# 1010740
Cell 1.760.685.2621
Email cbaddeb@gmail.com

Anne Kellett-Lewis
REALTOR DRE# 02033735
Cell 1.760.521.8705
Email annelewis@ymail.com

Life-long Parishioners

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.



 
 
Fourth Sunday of Easter – Year C 
 
 
 
First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 13:14,43-52 
Paul and Barnabas preach the good news among the Gentiles and are 
expelled by the Jews. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 100:1-2,3,5 
A song in praise of God who shepherds us. 
Second Reading 
Revelation 7:9,14b-17 
John describes his vision of the praises that the holy ones sing to the 
Lamb. 
Gospel Reading 
John 10:27-30 
Jesus describes his care for his sheep. 
 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three lectionary cycles, the 
Gospel is taken from the tenth chapter of the Gospel of John. This chapter of John's Gospel follows Jesus' 
healing of the man born blind and the rejection of this miracle by Jewish leaders who question Jesus' authority 
to heal. Jesus responds to this challenge to his authority by calling himself the Good Shepherd. He is 
criticizing the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders. Already, the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders are so 
angered that they attempt to stone and arrest Jesus  
(see John 10:31 and 10:39). This controversy with the religious leaders continues until Jesus' death. 
 
Set in a moment of tension and conflict in John's Gospel, today's Gospel reading is Jesus' answer to the 
question, “Are you the Messiah?” Jesus responds by saying, in essence, “If you have to ask, then you are not 
one of my sheep.” Then Jesus asserts his unity with the Father. At the conclusion of these words, John reports 
that the Jews intend to stone Jesus for blasphemy, but he escapes arrest. 
 
We may be less familiar with the metaphors of sheep and shepherd than those to whom Jesus spoke. The 
image of Jesus as Good Shepherd and the community of followers as his sheep has endured over the centuries 
as a primary image in our faith tradition. Its power to describe the relationship between Jesus and his 
followers transcends direct experience with sheep. The image speaks to us about the protection, security, and 
care that shepherds represent for their sheep. 
 
Today's Gospel speaks powerfully about the familiarity and intimacy between Jesus and his disciples, 
expressed as recognizing and knowing another's voice. Today's Gospel also speaks to the relationship between 
Jesus and the Father. In the Gospel of John, Jesus identifies so closely with the Father that he tells us that they 
are one—not just close, but actually one. To know Jesus is to know the Father. Jesus doesn't just bring us 
closer to the Father, Jesus puts us directly into contact with God the Father, removing all distance between us. 
Our relationship with Jesus is an invitation to share in the life of God. 
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