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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS /

SERVICIOS FUNEBRES:

Please call the Funeral Ministry Office at
760-729-6366.

Favor de llamar al 760-729~6366 para hacer
arreglos fiinebres.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE /
BAUTISMO Y MATRIMONIO:
Please call the parish office for information.

Favor de llamar a Ia oficina parroquial para
mds informes.

April 03, 2022

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Rev. Ronald Bagley, CJM, Pastor
Rev. Ricardo Chinchilla, CJM, Associate Pastor Miguel Enriquez, Deacon

Rev. William Rowland, CJM, /n Residence Michael Frazee, Deacon
Rev. Ben Drapeau, CJM, /nn Residence Edward Moser, Deacon
Msgr. Frank Pugliese, Ministry Richard Pomphrey, Deacon
MASSES / MISAS:

Saturday / Sdbado 4:30 pm (English)
7:00 pm (Espartiol)

Sunday / Domingo  7:30 am (English)
9:00 am (English)
11:00 am (English)
1:00 pm (Espariol)
5:00 pm (English)
Monday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
Tuesday ~ 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
Wednesday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
Thursday ~ 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
Friday -~ 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
Saturday - 8:00 am (English)

Individual Confession:
Wednesdays at 8:30 am and 6:00 pm. In the body of the church.

Rosary:
Saturdays at 4:00 pm.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Tuesdays from 2:00 to 6:00 pm

TRUST IN
THE MERGY

. OF THE LORD
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| Mass Intentions

FOR THE WEEK ¢Sl

MONDAY - April 4 FRIDAY - April 8
7:00 am — E. Grace & Family (int) 7:00 am — Nick Snyder (d)
8:00 am — Carolyn Pascale (d) 8:00 am — Jim Irving (d)
5:30 pm — 5:30 pm —
TUESDAY - April 5 SATURDAY - April 9
7:00 am — Ray Klein (d) 8:00 am —  Bob Gillan (d)
8:00 am —  Alejandra Correa (d) 4:30 pm —  Ted Novis (d)
5:30 pm — 7:00 pm —  Apolonio Roman Castillo (d)
WEDNESDAY - April 6
7:00 am — Virginia Suda (d) SUNDAY - April 10
8:00 am — Dick Dahl (d) 7:30 am —  Christopher Neumeyer (d)
5:30 pm — 9:00 am —  Grace Vindiola (d)

11:00 am — Carolyn Pascale (d)
THURSDAY - April 7 1:00 pm —  Ysaias Cuellar Segovia (d)
7:00 am — Brenda Campbell (int) Ricardo Mata (d)
8:00 am — Oscar Castafeda (int) 5:00 pm— Emma Sadovskova (d)
5:30 pm —

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. It is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, and
commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was crucified.

Palm Sunday is known as such because we bless palms and wave them as the crowds did when Jesus
entered Jerusalem. In the gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the lavish
praise of the townspeople who threw clothes, or palms or olive branches, in front of him as a sign of
homage. ThlS was a customary practice in those days for people of great respect.

Palms and olive branches are widely recognized symbols of peace and victory, hence their preferred use on Palm
Sunday. The use of a donkey instead of a horse is also symbolic; it represents the humble arrival of someone in peace,
as opposed to arriving on a steed in war. A week later, Christ would rise from the dead on the first Easter.

During each of our Palm Sunday Masses, palms are distributed to parishioners and blessed. We will have our regular
Mass schedule on Palm Sunday. (See below for the rest of the Holy Week schedule.)

Many people will fashion them into small crosses or other items of personal devotion. Some people have the custom of
place a small piece of blessed palm behind the crucifix in their homes. That reminds us of the victory of Jesus over the
Cross.

Because the palms are blessed, they should not be discarded as trash. It is not necessary to remove last year’s palms, but
if you do, they should be burnt. Or save them for next year and bring them to the church prior to Ash Wednesday. We
will burn them to create the ashes that will be used in next year's Ash Wednesday observance.

The color of the Mass on Palm Sunday is red, symbolizing the shedding of his blood that Jesus offered as a sacrifice for
us. Our celebration on this day begins our solemn annual celebration of the Paschal Mystery: the passion, death and
resurrection of the Jesus Christ.

I invite you not only to join us on Palm Sunday but also at the beautiful liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the
Easter Vigil (Saturday night). We will welcome new members into the Church through the Sacraments of Initiation:
Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist. I hope to see you then.

In one Heart,

Fe. o
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Un Saludo del Didcono Miguel

Jests les dijo, “Aquel de ustedes que no
tenga pecado, que tire la primera piedra”.
Entramos a la quinta semana de Cuaresma,
caminando hacia la Pascua. Y todavia el
Espiritu Santo intenta sacudir nuestro corazon
y mente a un lugar donde podamos mirar la gran misericordia
de Jests. Todos hemos tenido que establecer reglas de lo que
es bueno y malo para sobrevivir. Y esas reglas son buenas hasta
cierto punto porque de una manera nos mantienen en “el
carril” para no perdernos y poder asi caminar con Jesus. Pero
esas reglas pueden esclavizarnos, toman prioridad en nuestra
vida, y no nos dejan ver “mas alla” de lo que Dios quiere
enseflarnos. En el Evangelio de este fin de semana, le traen a
Jestis a una mujer sorprendida en adulterio. En la mente de
los escribas y fariseos el destino para la mujer es facil, porque
“la Ley de Moisés” mandaba que fuera apedreada. Y van con
Jesus para ponerlo a prueba y poder acusarlo. Jesus les
responde, “Aquel de ustedes que no tenga pecado, que tire la
primera piedra”. Y nos dice el texto que uno por uno se
fueron. Al final quedan Jesus y la mujer, Jesis le pregunta a
la mujer, “Muyjer, ;Donde estan los que te acusaban? ;Nadie
te ha condenado? Tampoco yo te condeno, vete y no vuelvas
a pecar”. Estas palabras de Jests son bien importantes para
nosotros y no permitamos no escucharlas por nuestro
egoismo. Nos preocupamos tanto del pecado de los otros, pero,
ta y yo tenemos bastante pecado en nuestra propia vida. Sin
temor y con toda confianza en la misericordia de Dios
respondamos a las palabras de Jesis.

- Didcono Miguel Enriquez

Oficina de Educacién
Religiosa y Ministerio
Familiar

Comuniquese al
760-434-9099
Iramirez@stpatrickcarlsbad.com
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HERRAMIENTAS PARA AYUDARNOS
DURANTE LA CUARESMA

1. Misa diaria de lunes a viernes a las 5:30pm en la iglesia.
Transmision en vivo por el enlace:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCygQbbTs-
Gsv11yfjytliw

2. Estudio biblico semanal en YouTube dirigido por el
P. Ricardo Chinchilla, ¢jm https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCM67gwX00X9vQZXw-0S3zwA

3. Viacrucis todos los miércoles alas 7 :00 pm en la iglesia.

4. Adoracidn Eucaristica los sdbados después de la misa de
7 :00 pm (30 minutos con Jesus).

HORARIO DE OFICINA

Lunes: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm

4:00 pm — 6:00 pm
Martes: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm

4:00 pm — 6:00 pm
Viernes: 2:00 pm — 7:00 pm
Sabado: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm
Domingo: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm

BODAS COMUNITARIAS

Invitamos a las parejas que estan casadas solamente por
lo civil o que estan viviendo en unidn libre y desean dar
un paso en su vida y recibir el sacramento del
Matrimonio. Las bodas comunitarias son una
oportunidad para simplificar el proceso.

Si usted esta interesada/o, por favor comuniquense a la
oficina de catequesis para mas informacion.

RITO DE LA INICIACION CRISTIANA

Los papas que tienen nifios sin bautizar y que ya son
mayores de 7 afios, los invitamos a registrarlos para
iniciarse en el proceso de RICA. Adaptado para nifios que
los prepara para el Bautismo y la Primera
Comunion. Las inscripciones estan disponibles en linea o
en la oficina de catequesis.

La tienda de segundas

La fienda de segundas de San

< Patricio estd abierta todos los lunes,
" miércoles y viernes de 9:30am a 2:00
pm y cada segundo domingo del mes, el proximo
domingo 10 de abril estard abierta de 8:30am a
2:30pm.

Estd colocada en el estacionamiento al norte del
salén parroquial. jLos esperamos!

;:‘ EL GRUPO DE ORACION

== IS, Les invita a las noches de alabanza, en el cual
L N34 tenemos oracion para llevar y aprender a tener
P

una vida de oracion diaria con Dios. Hay testi-

monios, se dan temas y se comparte la palabra
de Dios—(Lectura de la Biblia). Los miércoles de 7:00pm
a 8:30pm en la iglesia.
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GARA
a‘» “gtn  Ye Olde Garage News!!
i The Ye Olde Garage thrift store
Sunday Sale Day will be April 10th
from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm after all morning
Masses. Regular hours for Ye O/d Garage are
Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 9:30am to 2:00pm.
We are still in need of volunteers for the Ye O/d
Garage Ministry, if you are able to help please
contact the parish office at (760) 729-2866 for more
information.
Come by for a visit, we would love to show you what
we have to offer!!

Confessions at St. Patrick’s

Throughout the season of Lent, confessions
are heard at our parish every Wednesday

immediately after the Mass at 8:00am and

immediately after the Mass at 5:30pm.

SAN DIEGO
YOUTH DAY

-~

Bishop Ramén
Bejarano

Open to all High School youth

April 23rd

Cathedral Catholic High School 9 GEgIiel, (252 Son e

Miss Jocelyn at the Youth
Office (760) 434-3278
Last Day to Register: April 6, 2022

Time: Yam-6pm
Cost: $40

April 03, 2022
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HOLY WEEK
i Holy Week and Easter
({lﬁé Schedule
= DS
SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday (April 14) - 7:00pm, Evening Mass of
The Lord’s Supper.

Good Friday (April 15) - 12:00pm, Stations of the Cross
5:00pm, Liturgy of the Lord’s
Passion

Saturday (April 16) - 8:00pm, The Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday (April 17) -

6:00 am — Sunrise Mass

7:30 am — Mass in the church

9:00 am — Mass in the church and outside at the school
11:00 am —Mass in the church and outside at the school
1:00 pm — Misa en espaiiol en la iglesia y tambien en el
patio de la escuela

There is NO 5:00 PM Mass on Easter

Stations of the Cross and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

During Lent communal praying of the Stations of the
Cross will be held every Friday at 3:00 pm and again at
6:30 pm in the church.

Our outdoor stations of the cross are also available any
time.

The church is open during the day for private praying of
the Stations.

Every Tuesday, there will be Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament from 2:00-5:00 pm. (During Lent adoration
will end at 5:00 pm due to a Mass at 5:30 pm.)

Help for Showers of Blessings

As you probably know, Showers of Blessings provides
for many needs of the people who come there. There is
a clinic that can address basic medical needs and health
related services. This small clinic operates in tight
quarters. We have determined that with some interior
remodeling, we can add a second examining room
that will ensure privacy as well as greater access to the
medical personnel. The cost of the remodeling will be
about $8,000. If you would like to help with the cost of
this expansion of medical services, contact Fr. Ron or
Maria Gonzalez in our parish office.
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Religious Education & Family
Ministry
(PreK — 8" grade)
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Reflection: Once again the scribes and Pharisees are trying to
trap Jesus. They confront him with a woman who was caught
committing a sin. People expected Jesus to judge the woman
guilty for her sins. However, Jesus makes a perplexing move
that lets the scribes and Pharisees recognize their own need
for forgiveness. Nobody dares to condemn the woman.
Neither does Jesus condemn her. Instead, he offers her back
her life. Jesus came into the world not to condemn but to
offer eternal life. God’s forgiveness comes with the grace to
follow the command to go and sin no more.
It seems easy to look at others and judge them for their
wrongdoings. It is hard to look honestly at one’s own faults
and ask God for forgiveness. We might want to consider how
the weakness or imperfection we criticize in others manifest
themselves in our own lives. And then reach out for God’s
mercy and grace.
Adults: When have you criticized another? What part of the
person reminded you of yourself? Lord, have mercy.
Children: Do / forgive my friends when they do something
that hurts me? Do | give them a second chance? Christ, have
mercy.
Prayer Intention: Lord, give us the grace to build others up
instead of tearing them down. Lord, have mercy.
Weekly Classes
Sunday class: April 3, 10, No Class April 17
Monday classy: April 4, 11, No Class April 18
Wednesday class: April 6, 13, No Class April 20
Please contact us with questions about religious education or
sacramental preparation at 760-729-8442 or
mdornisch@stpatrickcarlsbad.com
Margit Dornisch Office for Religious Education and Family

Altar Society
Annual Easter Boutique

The ladies of the A/tar Society will
be having their Annual Easter Boutique and Bake Sale
April 9th & 10th. We will be open from 4:00pm -
6:00pm on Saturday and on Sunday from 7:00am to
2:00pm. Over 50 beautiful children’s Easter baskets
will be for sale, along with delicious baked good items
and other great finds.

Bake sale donations are very much appreciated and
can be dropped off in the hall on your
way to Mass on either Saturday or
Sunday.

Remaining Schedule for Confessions

The following parishes have Penance Services in the next
two week:
April 5-12:30pm (Biflingual) at St. Francis of Assisi,
Vista
April 5 - 6:30pm (Bilingual) at St. Francis of Assisi,
Vista
April 7-7:00pm St. John the Evangelist Church
Encinitas
April 11- 6:30pm (£nglish) at St. Marks Church, San
Marcos
April 12-10:30am St. Peter Church, Fallbrook
April 12 - 6:00pm at St. Peter Church, Fallbrook
April 13 - 6:30pm (Spanish) at St. Mark Church, San
Marcos

At St. Patrick’s, confessions are heard on Wednesday after
the 8:00 am Mass and after the 5:30 pm Mass. The last
scheduled confessions here is Wednesday, April 13.

IT’S ALMOST TIME FOR SUMMER CAMP!

The Scouts of St. Patrick’s Troop 748 are ready to leave
ZOOM meetings behind and get back to outdoor action and
adventures! You can support the troop by joining us for our
64th Easter Pancake Breakfast at the Carlsbad Senior Center,
Easter morning between 7:30am and 12:30pm.

Breakfast includes pancakes, scrambled eggs, and delicious
Carlsbad strawberries, plus coffee, tea, or milk.

The early bird ticket price saves you $2! Just $5 each and
they’re available this weekend and next on the patio after all
Masses! Help get these young men to summer camp, and
back out on the trail for some great hiking and camping
adventures.

For more info, contact Scoutmaster Bob Dixon at
catholicscouts@hotmail.com.



A STEVEN A. BEULIGMANN, D.D.5. INC.

Cosmetic & ga/ru[_q @é/ztu&_({ Parishioner Since 1989
1299 CARLSBAD VILLAGE DR., CARLSBAD, CA 92008 + 760-729-5964

LIC: 939850

BUILDING

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODEL

Daniel Montijo
President = Parishioner

(760) 644-0714

www.dmbuildinginc.com

et this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

P

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

AcHoward Law ,, nnncliowsrd

Attorney & Counselor at Law
g Your Family's Fu Local parishioner at 9am mass

Wills, Trusts Probate and Family Law Questions
2725 Jefferson Street, Ste. 2A, Carlsbad, CA 92008
858-800-2532 www.achowardlaw.com

;
To Advertise Here... , Llfe
| Matters

Contact BOB HAHN today at
(800) 2310805 * hahnb@JspaIuch com

JS. Paliih

Company

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

* One Free Month

¢ No Long-Term Contract thhOIicmatCh®
. e Price Guarantee

* Easy Self Installation C O | IfO r n I O
Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608.

513568 St Patrick Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805



S< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

V74 Bergenan's
Fine Jewelry & Watches

630 Grand Ave.
760-729-1895

ank YO[|

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business

|
|
|
Parishioner |
|
|
|
| because of it!

Carlsbad Real Estate - PATRICK KELLETT

realblue

PROPERTIES
Broker #01242153

St. Patrick Parishioner ® Alumni St. Pat's, MU (BA), USD (MA)

Morgan Stanley

Mark A. Lucia

HELP
= WITH
& MEDICARE

Roer Approved

Aetna, Blue Shield,
HealthNet,
Scan, Sharp

Financial Advisor

760-602-3516

Senior Vice President

5796 Armada Drive, Suite 200
Carlsbad, CA 92008

mark.a.lucia@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/mark.a.lucia

© 2018 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
Member SIPC. crc 287362

Arthur J. Burton

Agent, License 0B35448

Tel: 760.814.2715

SABADO DENTAL

SERVICIOS DENTHLES

e UNICAMENTE LOS SABADOS 10 A.M.

ESQUINA DE LEUCADIA BLVD. y HWY. 101, ENCINITAS
ATRAS DE KOTIJA TACO SHOP

-71P.M.

RealCarlsbad.com 760.890.1100

The Most Complete
FINDaPARISH.com

Online National
Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes

Directory of

Curtis E. McRae, D.D.S., Inc.
General/Cosmetic/Implant Dentistry
(760) 757-5057

www.drmecrae.net

e

(S, B
3601 Vista Way, Suite 205
Oceanside, CA 92056

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then ....
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM
45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA 92102
Pre-Need Arrangement is an act of love

No Interest Budget Plan allows up to five years to pay.

)
lid  Call 264-3127

Se Habla Espafiol

ONE ) PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your

~ Consider Remembering
- Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Catholic Community
with OneParish!

)

Czlhvhc Cruises and Tours

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of Amenca

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery ¢ Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain ¢ Grand Catholic ltaly

Footsteps of Apostle Paul ¢ Shrines of Alpine Europe © Pilgrimage to Lourdes
@ Scottish Highlands ¢ Camino, A walking journey for the soul

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com (CST 2117990-70)
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates
-~
JOHN@ZARCARO

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available - Free consultation

760.918.0929 « Local Parishioner

30 Years Experience | www.zarcaro.com

Oceanside
125 Old Grove Rd. #8
Oceanside, CA 92057
Phone (760) 435-9071

Carlsbad
3055 Harding St.
Carlsbad, CA 92008
Phone (760) 729-4858

pﬂbbﬂs MA;“ A Ficxican Food

CALL
“Ihave] ‘uﬁ\;.*"déﬁndent *

Mom remalft

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & 3= . 2)
v’Ambulance SolufionsasLowass 19 95 amonth B - ‘ ‘3
vPolice v'Fire - G
v'Friends/Family Ppine @ A

FREE Activation & P e
==Y NO Long Term Contracts ;\ £/

NOw! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking wlFaILfBEeS;:Z’c(:li‘:mmew

MDMedAl/ert EasY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

DEBRA DEWHURST-JOHNSON
BROKER DRE# 1010740
Cell 1.760.685.2621

Email cbaddeb@gmail.com

Karlsbad Real

LIFE-LONG PARISHIONERS

SINCE 1974J

ANNE KELLETT-LEWIS
REALTOR DRE# 02033735
Cell 1.760.521.8705

Email annelewis@ymail.com

513568 St Patrick Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805



Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year C

First Reading

Isaiah 43:16-21

The Lord is doing something new for his people.
Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 126:1-6

5y
A song in praise of the Lord's marvelous deeds nm
...60, AND
y

Philippians 3:8-14

Paul says that he counts all things as lot and focuses on one goal, Christ. n
Gospel Reading

John 8:1-11
Jesus does not condemn the woman caught in adultery. - JOHN 8:11

Background on the Gospel Reading

The Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent continues to offer lessons about God's mercy and forgiveness. Last Sunday we heard
the Parable of the Prodigal Son from the Gospel of Luke. Today we hear not a parable, but the report from John's Gospel of an
encounter among Jesus, the scribes and Pharisees, and a woman caught in adultery.

In John's Gospel, the conflict between Jesus and the scribes and Pharisees occurs much earlier than in the Synoptic Gospels.
Jesus' cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem is reported at the beginning of John's Gospel. Even after this event, Jesus
continues to teach in the Temple. After returning to Galilee for a time, Jesus again enters Jerusalem and cures a man on the
Sabbath. From this point forward in John's Gospel, the Pharisees are described as making plans for Jesus' arrest and seeking
his death.

In the chapter preceding today's Gospel, Jesus was teaching in the Temple area. Feeling threatened by his teaching and his
actions, the chief priests and the Pharisees are already sending guards to arrest Jesus. The guards return, however, without
arresting Jesus because they have been impressed by his words. Even more than this, some among the crowds are considering
the possibility that Jesus is the Messiah. The chief priests and the Pharisees change their plan. Before making an arrest, they
seek to gather more evidence against Jesus by posing a question intended to trap Jesus.

Today's Gospel begins by reporting that Jesus is again teaching the crowds in the vicinity of the Temple. The scribes and the
Pharisees approach Jesus, bringing a woman who has been caught in the act of adultery. They put to Jesus the question of
what ought to be done in this case.

The Pharisees state clearly that according to the Law of Moses, those caught in the act of adultery were to be stoned to death.
Under Roman occupation, however, the Jewish people did not have the authority to execute people; this is cited in John's
passion narrative. To answer the Pharisees' question, Jesus must propose an action that will be either contrary to the Law of
Moses or contrary to Roman law. The purpose of the question appears to be similar to the question about paying taxes found
in Mark 12:13-17. Either answer, yes or no, will support the Pharisees' case against Jesus.

Jesus avoids the trap, however, by offering an answer that was not anticipated by those who posed the question. Jesus, after
writing on the ground with his finger, addresses those who stand before him and suggests that the one without sin cast the
first stone. Jesus then returns to his writing. This Scripture reading, by the way, is the only evidence we have of Jesus writing.
Yet there are no specific details about what he wrote.

We can easily imagine the scene as the Pharisees and the elders disperse, one by one. Jesus has eluded the trap they had
prepared. We might also give credit to the elders and the Pharisees who do not, in the end, claim to be sinless and worthy of
passing judgment. These Pharisees are not as self-righteous as the portrait found in the parable of the pharisee and the tax
collector (See Luke 18:9-14).

Left alone with the woman, Jesus asks where the accusers have gone. With no one remaining to condemn the woman, Jesus
(the one who truly is without sin) sends the woman on her way, refusing to pass judgment on her and exhorting her to avoid
future sin.

Jesus' response to those who accuse the woman is more than a caution to us about making judgment of others. It is a profound
lesson in divine mercy and forgiveness. As sinners, we are all unworthy to judge the sins of others and we would stand
convicted by God for our transgressions. Yet Jesus, the one without sin and thus our judge, offers us who are sinners his
mercy and forgiveness. Redeemed by Jesus' compassion, we are sent to sin no more and to live in God's love and peace.
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