
 

3821 Adams Street 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
(760) 729-2866  
www.stpatrickcarlsbad.com 

3820 Pio Pico Drive 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
(760) 729-1333  
www.stpaddys.org 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS / 
SERVICIOS FÚNEBRES: 
Please call the Funeral Ministry Office at 
760-729-6366. 

Favor de llamar al 760-729-6366 para hacer 
arreglos fúnebres. 
 

 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE /  
BAUTISMO Y  MATRIMONIO: 
Please call the parish office for information. 

Favor de Ilamar a la oficina parroquial para  
más informes. 

Serving Carlsbad Since 1943 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

August 14, 2022 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Rev. Ronald Bagley, CJM, Pastor 
 

Rev. Ricardo Chinchilla, CJM, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Rowland, CJM, In Residence   
Rev. Ben Drapeau, CJM, In Residence    
Msgr. Frank Pugliese, Ministry    

Miguel Enriquez, Deacon                        
Michael Frazee, Deacon 
Edward Moser, Deacon 
Richard Pomphrey, Deacon 

MASSES /MISAS:  
Saturday /Sábado          4:30 pm (English)  
           7:00 pm (Español)  
  
Sunday / Domingo       7:30 am (English)  
           9:00 am (English)  
          11:00 am (English) 
          1:00 pm (Español)  
          5:00 pm (English)  
 

Monday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Tuesday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Wednesday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Thursday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Friday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Saturday - 8:00 am (English) 
 

Individual Confession: 
Wednesdays at 8:30 am and 6:00 pm. In the body of the church.  
 

Rosary: 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Tuesdays from 2:00 to 6:00 pm 



 
 
 

You have all seen the large portrait of St. John Eudes in the back of our church. It is adjacent to the large 
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. It is said that this is a good likeness of him and perhaps he actually 
posed for the artist. 
 
As you know, John Eudes was a priest in France in the 17th century. He was filled with great pastoral 
zeal and a deep compassion for those in need. He had a great desire to share the Good News of Jesus and 
to renew the Church. That is why he devoted so much of his time to preaching parish missions. Through 

them, many people were brought back to the practice of the faith. 
 
During his parish missions, he came across women who had fallen into prostitution. Rather than look down upon these 
women, he reached out to them and offered them support in their desire to reform their lives and get back on the right 
path. To this end, he founded a religious community of women to care for them. They were called Our Lady of Charity 
(now known as the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd).  
 
In order to continue his mission of evangelization through parish missions and to work in the formation of good workers 
for the Gospel (then, primarily priests), he founded the Congregation of Jesus and Mary  
(also known now as the Eudist Fathers). They continue to dedicate themselves to that two-
pronged mission  
of evangelization and formation of Church ministers. 
 
The picture you see here shows the statue of St. John Eudes that is located in the main 
aisle of St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City. It was placed there in 1932, several years after 
his canonization in 1925. Most saints do not have a statue in St. Peter’s Basilica and 
certainly not in such a prominent place. This is something for which the Eudist Fathers 
feel rightly honored and blessed. 
 
This coming Friday, August 19 is the feast day of St. John Eudes. We invite all of our 
parishioners and friends to join us for one of our two morning Masses on the day.  

A continental breakfast will be served on the patio following the 8:00 am Mass. Please 
plan to join us. 

 In one Heart,     

   

 
 
 
 
MONDAY -            Aug 15                                                                                                                                                                    
7:00 am                     Dick Fleming (int)       
8:00 am  -                  David De Luca (d)     
 
TUESDAY -           Aug 16 
7:00 am -                 Diana Wilkinson (d) 
8:00 am  -                Joan Luccarelli (d)   
       
WEDNESDAY -    Aug 17 
7:00 am  -                Fred & Gloria Wilson  59th Wedding                                            
                                Anniversary 
8:00am -                 Michael Lee (d) 
 
THURSDAY -       Aug 18 
7:00 am  -               E. Grace & Family (int)    
8:00 am  -               John J. Wojcik (d) 
 
 
 

 
 
FRIDAY -            Aug 19                                     
7:00 am  -              Jennifer Kerrigan (d)     
8:00 am  -               Joseph Mino (d) 
 
SATURDAY -     Aug 20 
8:00 am -              Carl Streicher (d) 
4:30 pm -              Henry Renzl  Jr. (d) 
                             Leonor Hidalo (d) 
                             Maria Elena Martinez Perez (int) 
                
SUNDAY -          Aug 21 
7:30 am -           Patricia Anne Hubbard  Sanchez (d)    
9:00 am -            Kirby Mangini (d)    
11:00 am -          Paul Donahue (int)    
1:00 pm -            Jose Angel Preciado (d)   
                           Javier Enriquez (int)  
                        
5:00 pm -            Gilbert Soto (d)                          
                            

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR 
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 Un saludo del Diácono Miguel 
 
En aquel tiempo, Jesús dijo a sus 
discípulos: "He venido a traer fuego a la 
tierra, ¡y cuánto desearía que ya 
estuviera ardiendo! Tengo que recibir 

un bautismo, ¡y cómo me angustio mientras llega! ¿A 
qué se está refiriendo Jesús que Él ha venido a traer 
fuego a la tierra y cómo desearía que ya estuviera 
ardiendo? Conocemos bien la destrucción causada por 
el fuego. Árboles y casas se convierten en cenizas y sólo 
el recuerdo queda. Jesús está hablando de fuego que debe 
de arder, sin apagarse, en nuestro corazón. Un fuego 
que purifica, que quema lo viejo, que da calor y da 
vida. Ese fuego que traemos adentro de nosotros cuando 
fuimos bautizados y confirmados. Ese fuego que 
aumenta cada vez que rezamos o leemos la Biblia; o 
cuando hacemos un acto de caridad; o cuando nos 
confesamos o recibimos la eucaristía. Ése es el fuego 
del que habla Jesús y su deseo de que arda en cado uno 
de sus discípulos, que somos tú y yo. A Jesús le urgía 
porque él miraba las injusticias de su tiempo, pero esas 
mismas injusticias las vemos ahora en nuestro mundo. 
Miramos las indiferencias, el racismo, las 
discriminaciones a nuestro alrededor. ¿Podemos mirar 
a esas personas que no tienen voz, que no se sienten 
amada o aceptada? ¿Qué hacemos? ¿Hablamos o nos 
quedamos callados?  
No es fácil. Pero pertenecemos al Reino de Dios, ese 
fuego del Espíritu Santo vive en nosotros, y todo los 
demás es secundario.  
     - Diácono  Miguel Enríquez  

Grupo de Mujeres del  
Corazón de María 

 

Te invitamos a ti, mujer soltera, casada, 
viuda o divorciada,  para orar, alabar,  
cantar, sanar, liberar, y compartir la  
palabra de Dios.  Somos mujeres “luz del 
mundo y sal de la tierra”  (Mateo 5,13).   
 

Nos reunimos todos los viernes de 6:00 a 7:30 PM  en 
el salón Fr. Mullen localizado en la escuela St. Patricio 

Las esperamos. 

RICA - Rito de Iniciación Cristiana 
 para Adultos 

¿Eres mayor de 18 años y no estás  
bautizado en la Iglesia Catolica? 

O, ¿no has recibido la Primera Comunión  
o la Confirmación? 

¡Entonces, este proceso es para ti! 
Las clases inician el martes, 20 de septiembre.  

Para más información, llama a la oficina parroquial,  
pregunta por el Diácono Miguel o José Jiménez,  

para inscribirte. 

Oficina de Educación  
Religiosa y Ministerio  

Familiar 
Contáctanos 
760-434-9099 

lramirez@stpatrickcarlsbad.com 
 

HORARIO DE OFICINA DURANTE EL VERANO 
Lunes y Martes 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

Viernes:           2:00 – 6:00 pm 
Sábado:            10:00 – 1:00 pm 

Domingo:           10:00 – 12:00 pm 
 

  o por cita 
 
 
 

REGISTRACIONES PARA CATEQUESIS 
 

  Las registraciones para el curso escolar 2022-2023 están 
disponibles en línea a través del sitio web de la 
parroquia, o si prefiere  puede pasar personalmente a la 
oficina de catequesis en el horario que se ofrece o llamar 
para hacer una cita y registrar en persona.  
 
Para su conveniencia también estaremos  
registrando después de las misas  de hoy. 

 Parroquia  de San Patricio presenta   
una comida de agradecimiento para las  

personas de la tercera edad 
“Queremos celebrar a esas personas que siempre 
están presentes para ayudarnos.” 

 
SI usted es mayor de 60 años,  

 llame al telefono 
 760-729-2866 x 392  

e  inscríbase para reservar  
su espacio.  

                       El espacio es limitado 
 

Fecha:  Sábado 27 de agosto 
Lugar:  Salón parroquial 

Horario: 12:00pm a 3:00pm 
Sin Costo 

 
 

VIVIR BIEN HOY 
Vivir bien hoy hace que el ayer sea un sueño de felicidad y el 
mañana una visión de esperanza. 
—Kalidasa  
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The Annual Women's retreats being held at the Sacred 
Heart  

Retreat House in Alhambra CA, have began since  
January 2022 and will  

continue through the end of this year.  All information  
 regarding the specifics of  each retreat can be found 

online  
At wwwsacredheartretreathouse.com 

All pertinent information and registration can be found on 
their website  

Or for any questions you may have, contact Maria  direct-
ly at the Retreat house at (626) 289-1353x203.  
 Or in North County contact Eileen Vincent at 

(760) 529-9450. 

St. Paul Street Evangelization  
The St. Paul Street Evangelization team here at 

 St. Patrick is  inviting you  to join us as we 
experience the joy in sharing our Catholic Faith 

with our neighbors in a loving non-
confrontational manner.  We meet weekly at the 
Carlsbad oceanfront with Catholic materials and 

a small team that yearns to share our Catholic 
faith.  For more details call  

Chris Smoczynski 760-419-7860 

SUICIDE PREVENTION  PRESENTATION 
 

Please join the St. Patrick Mental Health 
Ministry in welcoming  

Joyce Bruggeman,  Executive Director 
Survivors of Suicide Loss as she teaches   

QPR (Question, Persuade and Refer). 
QPR is designed to give the basic skills necessary to 
recognize the warning signs that someone may be 
contemplating suicide.  As CPR is for the heart, QPR is for 
the mind.  QPR helps in recognizing warning signs,  what 
questions to ask and how to offer help and hope to 
someone in a suicide crisis.  The presentation is free. 
 

When: Saturday September 17th at 10:00 am 
Where: St. Patrick’s Church in the hall. 

RSVP BY SEPT 15th or for more information  
please call: (760) 729-2866 xt. 393 or 

email stpatsmhm@gmail.com   

 
Have you wondered 
about becoming a 
Catholic? 
 
• Do you have a family 

member who is 
considering the 
Catholic faith? 

• Were you baptized but never receive 
Christian formation or the other 
sacraments? 

• Are you an adult who was never 
confirmed? 

 
 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions 
or if you just have a lot of questions about 

being Catholic, the Rite of Christian Initiation  
of Adults is for you.  A new group is forming 

now. They will meet every Tuesday beginning in 
September and continuing until Easter 2023.  

If you would like to know more about it, 
contact Jayce McClellan at 760-729-2866 or 

jmcclellan@stpatrickcarlsbad.com.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that the next Blood Drive 
hosted by the Knights of Columbus will be held on  
Sunday August 28  from 8:00am to 1:30pm in the parish 
hall. 
 
Please Schedule your appointment here: 
https://www.mysdbb.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/70931  
 
* All Donors must show picture iden fica on 
 

The rarest blood type is the one not on the shelf when  
it’s needed by a patient. Our community is currently 

 experiencing a need for all blood donors.    
Please support our blood drive and save lives. 

 



Solemnity of the  
Assumption 

 
Every year we celebrate 
the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on  

August 15. This day commemorates the death of 
Mary and her bodily assumption into heaven, 
before her body could begin to decay--a foretaste of 
our own bodily resurrection at the end of time. 
In the United States, whenever this solemnity falls 
on a Saturday or a Monday, the obligation to attend 
Mass is abrogated. This year, August 15 falls on a 
Monday. However, knowing that this is an 
important feast to many people, we will schedule 
two additional Masses for this day. 
 

August 15, 2022 
7:00 am Mass in English 
8:00 am Mass in English 
5:30 pm Mass in English 
7:00 pm Mass in Spanish  

Religious Education & Family 
Ministry 
(PreK – 8th grade) 
     
 Our weekly program invites students from age 3 to 

8th grade. Our Preschool and Kindergarten students share stories of 
God’s love. Preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion begins for children in first grade and older 
and is a two-year process. The ongoing faith formation after First 
Communion classes engages students in discussions about how to 
live Sunday’s gospel in their everyday life. For Baptism of children 
preschool age through middle school please contact our office.  
 
Registration for the school year 2022-2023  

Register this Sunday August 14 after all morning masses at a 
table on the church patio  

Register online at our parish website 
www.stpatrickcarlsbad.com, click on Religious Education, 
PreK – 8th grade. Registration information and the link to 
the online form are in the top right corner.  

Contact our office at 760-729-8442 or 
mdornisch@stpatrickcarlsbad.com 

 
Class times for the upcoming school year– Families choose the class 
time that best fits their schedule  
∗ Monday 4:30 – 5:30pm: classes for grades 1-8; including 

sacrament classes  
∗ Wednesday 3:15 – 4:15pm: classes for grades 1-8; including 

sacrament classes 
∗ Sunday 9:00 – 10:00 am: PreK, Kindergarten, and grade 1/2 

(Sacrament class Year One) 
∗ Sunday 10:00 – 11:00am: Classes for grade 2-8; including 

sacrament classes 
∗ Families that would like to do home study, please contact our 

office.   
Opening Days for the program: Sunday, Sept 11, Monday, Sept 12; 
Wednesday, Sept 14  
 
Outreach opportunities: 
As you shop for school supplies, please buy some extra and bring to 
the Parish Office, marked for Children at the Casa (House of the 
Poor in Tijuana). 
 
Reflection: 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Jesus longs to inspire people with the power of God’s love. He 
embodies God’s unconditional love when he freely gives his life for 
us. Our Church honor saints as examples of those who followed 
Christ and suffered ridicule and even death because of the path they 
chose to proclaim God’s love and mercy. Followers of Jesus cannot 
be content. As we imitate Jesus and spread God’s love, even if we 
experience some rejection, we help build God’s kingdom.   
What virtues (for example: kindness, humility, charity, patience) 
help you to follow Jesus? 
Prayer Intention: Holy Spirit, help us to trust in God’s steadfast love.  

 
Margit Dornisch - Office for Religious Education and Family 

Ministry  
760-729-8442 or mdornisch@stpatrickcarlsbad.com 
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Baby Bottle Drive 
  

Birth Choice is a pro-life non-profit 
ministry and we receive no government funding. 

 
Return Your Baby Bottles 

Thank you to so many parishioners who took a baby 
bottles to help the Knights of Columbus raise money for 

BirthChoice. Please return your bottle (with your 
donation inside) and put it in one of the black boxes near 

the entrance of the church or drop it off at the parish 
office. Checks should be made out to BirthChoice.  

          
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Patrick Council of the Knights of 
Columbus is holding it’s annual Shoe drive  
to benefit La Posada de Guadalupe Mens 
shelter.  Collections will be held at all the 
Masses on the weekend of August 27-28.  
 We are requesting new and gently used 
men's shoes  preferably work boots and 

athletic shoes.  
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Parishioner Since 1989
1299 Carlsbad village dr., carlsbad, ca 92008 • 760-729-5964

Anna Howard
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Local parishioner at 9am mass

Wills, Trusts, Probate and Family Law Questions
2725 Jefferson Street, Ste. 2A, Carlsbad, CA 92008
858-800-2532 www.achowardlaw.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

SPACE AVAILABLE
To Advertise Here...

Contact BOB HAHN today at
(800) 231-0805 • hahnb@jspaluch.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy

Footsteps of Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Scottish Highlands • Camino, A walking journey for the soul

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Mass is included with all our tours

(CST 2117990-70)

Support the Advertisers That Support Our Community
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Fine Jewelry & Watches
630 Grand Ave.
760-729-1895

Parishioner

Mark A. Lucia
Senior Vice President
Financial Advisor
5796 Armada Drive, Suite 200
Carlsbad, CA 92008
760-602-3516
mark.a.lucia@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/mark.a.lucia

SERVICIOS DENTALES
• UNICAMENTE LOS SABADOS 10 A.M. - 1 P.M.

ESQUINA DE LEUCADIA BLVD. y HWY. 101, ENCINITAS
ATRAS DE KOTIJA TACO SHOP

Mexican Food
 Carlsbad  Oceanside
 3055 Harding St. 125 Old Grove Rd. #8
 Carlsbad, CA 92008 Oceanside, CA 92057
 Phone (760) 729-4858   Phone (760) 435-9071

 HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
 CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA 92102

                      Pre-Need Arrangement is an act of love

                            No Interest Budget Plan allows up to five years to pay.

                  Call 264-3127                         Se Habla Español          

RealCarlsbad.com   760.890.1100

Carlsbad Real Estate - PATRICK KELLETT 

St. Patrick Parishioner • Alumni St. Pat’s, LMU (BA), USD (MA)
Broker #01242153

Curtis E. McRae, D.D.S., Inc.
General/Cosmetic/Implant Dentistry

3601 Vista Way, Suite 205 (760) 757-5057
Oceanside, CA 92056 www.drmcrae.net

Aetna, Blue Shield,
HealthNet,

Scan, Sharp

Arthur J. Burton
Agent, License 0B35448

Tel: 760.814.2715

Help
with

MEDICARE
Roger Approved

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available • Free consultation

760.918.0929 • Local Parishioner
30 Years Experience | www.zarcaro.com

Debra Dewhurst-Johnson
BROKER DRE# 1010740
Cell 1.760.685.2621
Email cbaddeb@gmail.com

Anne Kellett-Lewis
REALTOR DRE# 02033735
Cell 1.760.521.8705
Email annelewis@ymail.com

Life-long Parishioners

Serving Our Parish Community

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.



How We Can Help Ukrainian Refugees 
 
Every day we hear about the devastation in Ukraine, brought on by the invasion by Russia. People are being displaced from their 
homes and fleeing their country. Would you like to be able to help these people? 
 
Jewish Family Services has begun a program for helping to place families displaced by the war and who have been given visas to 
enter our country. These are legal immigrants. Many don’t have family here to help them. That is where we can help. We can  
become a family to them and help them get acclimated to life here in the US. 
 
We are making plans for an informational meeting on this project. Jewish Family Services will come to our 
parish and make a presentation some time in August (TBD). They will give us all the information we need 
and answer all your questions.  
 
If you are interested in becoming part of the family that will help a Ukrainian family settle into this country, 
please email chrisdurnan4@gmail.com or leave your name and number at the parish office and she will 
get in touch with you. Please pray about this and see if God may be calling you to be his hands to reach out 
to those in need.  

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
First Reading 
Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10 
Jeremiah is punished for criticizing the wealthy for their corruption and their injustice to the poor. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 40:2-4,18 
A prayer for God's help 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 12:1-4 
Let us persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus. 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 12:49-53 
Jesus has come not only to bring peace but also division. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
Having reminded the apostles and the crowd that facing the coming judgment takes patience, Jesus now goes on to speak of how 
difficult it will be to wait. He tells them that he has come to set the earth on fire. Recall that in chapter 3 of Luke's Gospel, John the 
Baptist tells the crowd that he is baptizing with water, but someone mightier is coming who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. The fire Jesus speaks of here is the distress caused by the coming judgment. It is also the fire of the Spirit that Luke, in the Acts 
of the Apostles, will describe descending on the disciples on Pentecost. That fire will strengthen them to go out to the whole world 
to preach the good news of Jesus' Resurrection. 
 
Jesus will be the first to experience the distress of the coming judgment. His baptism will be the conflict into which he will be 
immersed as he approaches Jerusalem and his death on the cross. His followers will not be spared that distress. The angels at Jesus' 
birth proclaimed peace on earth, and Simeon, holding the baby Jesus in the Temple, said to God: “Master, now you may let your 
servant go in peace.” Here Jesus tells the crowd not to think he has come to bring peace; he has come to bring division. Simeon said 
as much when he turned to Mary and said that the child was destined for the rise and fall of many and to be a sign that will be 
contradicted. Peace is the ultimate end of the Kingdom of God, but peace has a price. Jesus is warning the crowd that wherever the 
Word of God is heard and acted upon, division occurs. Fathers will be divided against sons and mothers against daughters. 
 
The coming judgment forces us to look at the implications of our commitments. As Jesus warned in last Sunday's Gospel, a 
commitment of faith requires us to change our attitude toward material possessions and to take even more seriously our moral 
responsibilities. Here he reminds the crowd that those who commit to him will find it affects the way they relate to friends and 
family members. The angel who announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah said John would go before Jesus to turn the 
hearts of fathers toward their children. But a commitment to Jesus forces us to change the way we live our lives, and this can put 
strains on relationships. 

 
We don't expect to hear such difficult words from Jesus in the Gospel. But it is good to be 
 reminded once in a while that the decision to do the right thing, the good thing, is not always 
  easy and without conflict. Jesus himself did not make easy decisions and avoid conflict.  
In today's reading, he reminds his followers to be prepared for difficult decisions and conflict as well. 
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