, 2022
unday of Advent

Rev. Ronald Bagley, CJM, Fastor ~ Miguel Enriquez, Deacon

Rev. Azam Mansha CJM, Associate Pastor jR‘;I,I;]Z;] ;3' ”62’156‘7;0”

Rev. William Rowland, CJM, /1 Residence c B alel:lf’u IY, cacon

Rev. Ben Drapeau, CJM, /n Residence Msgr. Hr. igliese, Minis tr)’/ .
Rev. Gerard Lecomte CIM, Ministry

MASSES / MISAS:
Saturday / Sdbado 4:30 pm (English)
7:00 pm (Espariol)

Sunday / Domingo  7:30 am (English)
9:00 am (English)
11:00 am (English)
1:00 pm (Espariol)
5:00 pm (English)
Monday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Tuesday -~ 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
3820 PIo Pico DF Wednesday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
CARLSBAD, CA 92 Thursday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
(760) 729-1333 Friday - 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
WWW.STPADDYS.OR Saturday -~ 8:00 am (English)

Individual Confession:
Wednesdays at 8:30 am and 6:00 pm. In the body of the church.

Rosary:
PATRICK Weekdays after 8:00am Mass & Saturdays at 4:00pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Tuesdays from 2:00pm ~ 6:00 pm.
First Friday 8:30am ~10:30am & 4:30pm -10:00pm.

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS /

SERVICIOS FUNEBRES:

Please call the Funeral Ministry Office at
760-729-6366.

Favor de llamar al 760-729~6366 para hacer
arreglos fiinebres.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE /

BAUTISMO Y MATRIMONIO:

Please call the parish office for information.
Favor de Illamar a Ia oficina parroquial para
mds informes.
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| Mass [ntentions

L 4
FOR THE WEEK FRIDAY - Dec. 16

7:00 am - Elizabeth Lovely (d)
MONDAY - Dec. 12 8:00 am - Marie Anderson (d)
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
4:30am - Comunidad de San Patricio

7:00 am - E. Grace and Family (int) SATURDAY - Dec. 17

8:00 am - Rosa Maria Lopez (d) 8:00 am - Anita Cononico (d)

7:00 pm - Cristian y Alyssa Acuna (int) 4:30 pm - Fernando y Jenny Urdaneta (d)
7:00 pm - Gerardo Perez Carrefo (d)

TUESDAY - Dec. 13 Sergio Ochoa Carlos (int)

7:00 am - John Haux (int)
8:00 am - Doris Ellis (d)
SUNDAY - Dec. 18

WEDNESDAY - Dec. 14 7:30 am - Cathryn McCarry (d)

7:00 am - Christopher Haux (d) 9:00 am - Roberto Ortega (d)

8:00 am - Salvatore Rucci (d) 11:00 am - James Donahue (int)

7:00 pm — Penance Service 1:00 pm - Elvira y Sandra Morales (d)
Pablo Garcia (d)

THURSDAY - Dec. 15 5:00 pm - Denise Dokken (int)

7:00 am - Carolyn Pascale (d)

8:00 am - Doris Ellis (d)

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR

This weekend the Church celebrates Gaudete Sunday — Rejoice! Joy is one of the fruits of a true Christian life in
the Holy Spirit. That means that true Christian holiness is always marked by joy. I always find it strange when
“holy people” have long frowns and sour faces. As the prophet Nehemiah says: “The joy of the Lord is my
strength.”

In 1975, Pope St. Paul VI wrote an Apostohc Exhortation called Gaudete in Domino (Joy in the Lord). In it he said
quite accurately, “Our technological society has succeeded in multiplying occasions of pleasure, yet has found it very difficult to
engender joy.” That was true in 1975 and is even truer now in 2022.

Pope Francis has said that “Joy should be the hallmark of a Christian’s life, a reflection of knowing that one is loved by God, saved
by Jesus Christ and committed to leading others to him.”

In another place he said: “Think well today: how do I behave? Am I a joyful person who knows how to transmit the joy of being
Christian, or am I always like those sad people...who seem to be at a funeral wake? If I do not have the joy of my faith, I cannot
bear witness and others will say, ‘But if faith is so sad, it is better not to have it."”

Christian joy flows from our relationship with Jesus. If I am in tune with the Lord, if I feel his presence in my daily life, if [ am
aware that he has given me all that I have, then I will be filled with joy and gratitude.

Like Jesus, Christians find their joy and satisfaction in giving of themselves. In sharing of ourselves, we find the joy that no
possessions can bring.

In his encyclical Evangelii Gaudium (EG), Pope Francis reminds that as disciples of Christ Jesus our mission “is at once a passion
for Jesus and a passion for his people.” (EG 17) For having received the love of Christ, how can we but share that love with others?

“The joy of the Gospel is such that it cannot be taken away from us by anyone or anything.” (EG 18) The evils of our world and
challenges within the Church cannot diminish our commitment to missionary discipleship: “With the eyes of faith, we can see the
light which the Holy Spirit always radiates in the midst of darkness.” (EG 19)

I pray during this Advent season, that each of us discovers the joy that comes from knowing that we are loved by God and that we
can love like God.

In one Heart,

Fe. Con
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Un saludo del Didcono Miguel

“En aquel tiempo, Juan se
encontraba en la carcel, y habiendo
oido hablar de las obras de Cristo, le
mando preguntar por medio de dos
discipulos: " ;Eres tu el que ha de venir o tenemos
que esperar a otro?" Mateo 11:2-3. Juan el
Bautista considerado como el ultimo profeta del
Antiguo Testamento del Pueblo Judio. Juan anuncia
que el Mesias ya esta aqui y que es importante
preparar el camino para recibirlo. ;Pero a cual
camino se refiere? El camino que esta adentro del
corazon de cada persona, que lo lleva a mirar a
Dios y producir frutos buenos. Pero para las
autoridades religiosas y civiles no les agrada lo
que dice Juan el Bautista y por eso es arrestado.
Pero esto no detiene a Juan el Bautista, €l envia a
dos discipulos que le pregunten a Jesus, (si El es el
que tenia que venir o se espera otro? Jesus les dice,
"Vayan a contar a Juan lo que estan viendo y
oyendo: los ciegos ven, los cojos andan, los
leprosos quedan limpios de la lepra, los sordos
oyen, los muertos resucitan y a los pobres se les
anuncia el Evangelio”. La respuesta de Jests debe
de motivarnos a nosotros también. Estamos
aproximadamente a 14 dias del nacimiento de
Jesus, el Mesias. ;Quién es Jesus para ti? Esa es la
gran pregunta para cada uno de nosotros. Que nos
demos cuenta de que ningun regalo o vacaciones,
nada nos puede llenar como Jesus. Todos deseamos
paz en nuestras vidas, sentirnos con dignos y
fuertes, solo Jesus nos puede dar esto. Abramos
nuestro corazon a este regalo que es gratis.

;Feliz Adviento!

- Didcono Miguel Enriquez

Oficina de Educacion
Religiosa y Ministerio
Familiar
Comuniquese al

760-434-9099
Iramirez@stpatrickcarlsbad.com

i

HORARIO DE OFICINA
Lunes: 9:00am - 2:00pm
Martes: 9:00am - 2:00pm
Miercoles  2:00pm- 6:00pm

Jueves: 9:00am -2:00pm

Viernes: 10:00am - 2:00pm
4:00pm - 8:00pm

Domingo: 10:00am - 2:00pm

o por cita

RITO DE LA INICIACION CRISTIANA

Hemos comenzado el proceso de iniciacidn cristiana, pero
aun estamos aceptando solicitudes. Si tienen nifios de
7 aflos 0 mayores, y aiin no han sido bautizados, los
invitamos a registrarlos para el rito de iniciacion cristiana de
adultos adaptado para nifios que los prepara para los
sacramentos de iniciacién (Bautismo y Primera Comunidn).

‘ Nuestra Sefiora de
¥ Guadalupe

~3:30am- 4:30am
. -Qijes Misa, 4:30am (café y pan
dulce en el salén parroquial después de la Misa).
7:00pm Misa en espafiol.

. SSSFLEFY

Grupo de Mujeres del
Corazon de Maria

Te invitamos a ti, mujer soltera, casada,
viuda o divorciada, para orar, alabar,
cantar, sanar, liberar, y compartir la
palabra de Dios. Somos mujeres “luz del
mundo y sal de la tierra” (Mateo 5,13).

Nos reunimos todos los viernes de 6:00 a 7:30 PM en
el salén Fr. Mullen localizado en la escuela St. Patricio
Las esperamos.

;"~ EL GRUPO DE ORACION

' Les invita a las noches de alabanza, en el cual
tenemos oracion para llevar y aprender a tener
una vida de oracion diaria con Dios. Hay testi-

monios, se dan temas y se comparte la palabra
de Dios—(Lectura de la Biblia). Los miércoles de 7:00pm

a 8:30pm en la iglesia.

“Jueves de Sopa”

La sopa es gratuita y se sirve los jueves
de 4:30am a 6:30pm en el salon parroquial.
iTodos son bienvenidos!
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X CHRISTMAS STAR PROGRAM
HELP WANTED A |

Our Christmas “Star” program has begun
and we are so grateful for all who are
participating. Your generosity will make Christmas
brighter for many. We realize that it is such a busy
fime for all but if you can find yourself with an hour
or two to spare, we can use your help with sorting
and packing the gifts on Thursday December 15
in the parish center at 9:30am.
If you can help please call Mo at the
parish office (760)729-2866 for more details.

James R. & Geraldine F. Bertelsen Scholarship

This scholarship is open to graduating Roman Catholic high
school seniors and students currently attending a four-year
Roman Catholic college or university. To date the minimum
scholarship award has been $5,000. Three or more
scholarships may be awarded.

High school seniors must have a minimum 3.3 GPA on a 4.0
scale (unweighted), be residents of Carlsbad (regardless of
high school location) and have been accepted by, or are
applying to, a four-year Roman Catholic college or university.
Students who are currently attending a four-year Roman
Catholic college or university who have a GPA of 3.0
(unweighted) may apply.

The Bertelsen Scholarship application will be available at
https://www.sdfoundation.org/students/common-
scholarship-application/ starting on January 18, 2023, with a
submission deadline of March 8, 2023 by 2:00 PM PST. For
additional information you may email
scholarships@sdfoundation.org or call 619-814-1343 .

G A The Monthly "Garage Sale” will be
C this Sunday, December 11 from
8:30am to 2:30pm.

We have many, many, Christmas
items and everything is on
sale. Please stop by and do your

last minute "Holiday Shopping" with us.

(&)

The Ye Olde Garage will take a Christmas break
from December 17 through January 1. The Shoppe
will reopen on January 2.

We at the "garage" wish you and your families the
most Blessed and Joyous Christmas and a Healthy
New Year!l

1.

Schedule of

Christmas
Masses

Saturday, December 24
4:00 pm — English Mass in the church
4:00 pm — Family Mass in the parish center
6:00 pm — English Mass in the church
8:00 pm — Spanish Mass in the church
10:00 pm — English Mass in the church

Sunday, December 25
7:30 am — English Mass in the church
9:00 am — English Mass in the church
11:00 am — English Mass in the church
1:00 pm — Spanish Masses in the church and
parish center
NO Mass at 5:00 pm on Christmas Day

Help Aging Religious

"~ Senior sisters, brothers,
and religious order priests
have devoted their lives to
prayer, service, and works
of mercy. Most ministered for little or no pay. Today, their
religious communities do not have enough retirement savings.
Your gift to today’s Retirement Fund for Religious collec-
tion helps to furnish medications, nursing care, and other ne-
cessities. Place the special envelope in our one collection.
Please give generously.

Cathedral Catholic High School invites 8th grade
students at Saint Patrick, Carlsbad to apply for the
Dons Class of 2027. Applications are available now,
and due on January 28, 2023. Cathedral Catholic will
also be hosting the Placement Test on January 28,
2023. Each student who has applied to attend
Cathedral Catholic High School is automatically
registered to take the exam.

Visit the school’s website
at www.cathedralcatholic.org for more information.
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Religious Education & Family
Ministry
(PreK - 8" grade)

Weekly Classes
Sunday classes: Dec 11; No classes Dec 18 & 25

Monday classes: Dec 12; No classes Dec 19 & 26
Wednesday classes: Dec 14 (Christmas Pageant); No classes
Dec 21 &28

Reflection: Third Sunday of Advent

John the Baptist and his disciples had expectation of the
Messiah. When John sent his followers to ask Jesus if he was
the Savior, Jesus pointed to the miracles that he had
performed and to all who have been healed and restored.
What good thing can you do this week to act like Jesus?
Prayer: Jesus, help us to get our hearts and homes prepared
for your coming.

Light two purple candles and the rose candle on the advent
wreath.

Loving God, you have kept your promise by sending your
Son, Jesus. He is the greatest gift we can ever receive, the
Light of the world. Bless us as we light this wreath. May its
candles inspire us to give gifts to you by caring for others
who need cheering up. Amen.

Office for Religious Education and Family Ministry. We offer
faith formation for children in preschool thought middle
school. Please contact us at 760-729-8442 or
mdornisch@stpatrickcarlsbad.com.

Blessings, Margit Dornisch

Consider Remembering Your Parish in your Will
For more information, call Mary McLain in the
Parish Development Office

Pa tic

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

@‘ Soup Suppers
All are welcome to join us every Thursday
% for a delicious homemade bowl of soup
from 4:30pm - 6:30pm in the parish hall.
There is no cost for the soup, donations welcomed.

Page Five

Live Well. Learn Well. Serve Well.

St. Patrick Catholic School

Now Accepting Applications
for the 2023-2024 school year

If you are interested in giving your child or grandchild the
opportunity to experience the strong faith, positive values,
and high educational standards of our Catholic School,
we’d love to meet you.

v%rt Please visit us at: www.stpaddys.org
Ra ICk call Cynthia Orozco at 729-1333, ext. 105

Shoes to the World

This weekend of December 10-71,
Shoes to the World will be at the church
patio fundraising to provide new shoes
for homeless children and adults.

100% of your donation will purchase NEW shoes to
be distributed by volunteers to impoverished
children and adults. Many of these poor currently
wear bacteria filled worn-out hand-me-down
shoes. Additionally, we are starting a project with
Fr. Azam to bring shoes to people in the flood
devastated areas of Pakistan.

Please visit www.ShoestotheWorld.Org to see
donations at work; this 501-c-3 non-profit works as a

howers

“Blessings

volunteer only organization.

Winter Clothing and Items Needed

)
C

Warm Jackets
Hoodies
Beanies
Gloves
Sleeping Bags
Backpacks
You could drop off your donations on Tuesdays be-
tween 7am and 12pm at Fr Moore Hall on Madison
St. or
Mon-Fri at the parish office.




& STEVEN A. BEULIGMANN, D.D.S. INC.

§  Cosmetic & ga/m[_q @é/ufu&_({ Parishioner Since 1989
1299 CARLSBAD VILLAGE DR., CARLSBAD, CA 92008 - 760-729-5964

BUILDING

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODEL

Daniel Montijo
President = Parishioner

(760) 644-0714

www.dmbuildinginc.com

LIC: 939850

g Your Family’s Futu

858-800-2532

AC Howard Law

Anna Howard
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Local parishioner at 9am mass

Wills, Trusts, Probate and Family Law Questions
2725 Jefferson Street, Ste. 2A, Carlsbad, CA 92008
www.achowardlaw.com

catholicmatch’

California

PREMIER ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Santianna is a luxury senior living

community in Carlsbad offering

assisted living and memory care

services in a resort-style setting.

SANTIAN N A Call Today! (442) 222-2953
Oekmont &4 Now Accepting Reservations

SANTIANNA.COM
B D rere

To Advertise Here...

Contact BOB HAHN today at
(800) 2310805 * hahnb@jspaluch.com

JSPaliich

Company

v/Police v'Fire
v'Friends/Family

&3
| CALL
, Now!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

v’/Ambulance Solutions as Low as $ 1 9. 95 amonth

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

800 809 33 52 Lowest Price Guaranteed!
GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

MDMedAlert Eeasy set-up, NO Contract

* Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

et this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

This Button SAVES Lives!
45 Shown GPS,

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

Nationwide

Protecting Seniors
Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608.

@ "
m
Catholic Cruises and Tours

513568 St Patrick Church (B)

* One Free Month

¢ No Long-Term Contract
¢ Price Guarantee

e Easy Self Installation

atho es and To and The Apostleship of the Sea of the ed States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery ¢ Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain ¢ Grand Catholic ltaly
Footsteps of Apostle Paul ¢ Shrines of Alpine Europe © Pilgrimage to Lourdes

@ Scottish Highlands ¢ Camino, A walking journey for the soul
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com (CST 2117990-70)
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805



S< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thamk vo{]

7 Bergenan's
Fine Jewelry & Watches
630 Grand Ave.

760-729-1895
Parishioner

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Carlsbad Real Estate - PATRICK KELLETT

realblue

PROPERTIES
Broker #01242153

St. Patrick Parishioner ® Alumni St. Pat's, I_MU (BA), USD (MA)

RealCarlsbad.com 760.890.1100
The Most Complete
FINDaPARISH.com

Online National
Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes

Directory of

Morgan Stanley

Mark A. Lucia
Senior Vice Pre

HELP
WITH
§ MEDICARE

Roer Approved

Aetna, Blue Shield,
HealthNet,
Scan, Sharp

760-602-3516

Financial Advisor
5796 Armada Drive, Suite 200
Carlsbad, CA 92008

mark.a.lucia@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/mark.a.lucia

© 2018 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
Member SIPC. crc 287362

sident

Arthur J. Burton

Agent, License 0B35448

Tel: 760.814.2715

WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

SABADO

DENTAL

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

SERVICIOS DENTHLES

e UNICAMENTE LOS SABADOS 10 A.M.

ESQUINA DE LEUCADIA BLVD. y HWY. 101, ENCINITAS
ATRAS DE KOTIJA TACO SHOP

-71P.M.

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . ...
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

CEMETERY &

Curtis E. McRae, D.D.S., Inc.
General/Cosmetic/Implant Dentistry
(760) 757-5057

www.drmecrae.net

e

(S, B
3601 Vista Way, Suite 205
Oceanside, CA 92056

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC

45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA 92102
Pre-Need Arrangement is an act of love

No Interest Budget Plan allows up to five years to pay.

MAUSOLEUM

Se Habla Espafiol

Serving Our Parish Community
REALTOR (760) 298-9104
sarah.gray@compass.com
DRE 02102606

i

Homes for Heroes

SARAH GRAY COMPASS

Homes for Heroes, Inc., donates a portion of its
earnings to the Homes for Heroes Foundation. Every
time a hero buys or sells a home using the Homes for
elping heroes in ne;

#1 Real Estate Brokerage
in San Diego County and the U.S.

(a1
Scan QR code to find

out about the Homes
for Heroes program

Life

Consider Remembering

“" For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Matters

For more information go to www.;'

I’ﬂbbm MARI A Rcxican Food

Oceanside
125 Old Grove Rd. #8

Carlsbad
3055 Harding St.
Carlsbad, CA 92008
Phone (760) 729-4858

Oceanside, CA 92057
Phone (760) 435-9071

-~
JOHN@ZARCARO

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available - Free consultation

760.918.0929 « Local Parishioner

30 Years Experience | www.zarcaro.com

% Your Parish in Your Will. A

ONE@PARwH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

DEBRA DEWHURST-JOHNSON
BROKER DRE# 1010740
Cell 1.760.685.2621

Email cbaddeb@gmail.com

Karlsbad Real

LIFE-LONG PARISHIONERS

1974J

SINCE

ANNE KELLETT-LEWIS
REALTOR DRE# 02033735
Cell 1.760.521.8705

Email annelewis@ymail.com

513568 St Patrick Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.

S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805



ADVENT
BIBLICAL

CHARACTERS
STUDY

THIS KIND OF STUDY IS ACHIEVED THROUGH “BIBLICAL
CHARACTER METHODOLOGY' WHICH FOCUSES ON SPECIFIC
CHARACTERS OR GROUPS OF PEOPLE IN ORDER TO SEE THE MARKS Advent Penance Service

OF THE LORD WITHIN THEIR CONTEXT. THIS WILL HELP THE Penance Services available this com/'ng week,
PARTICIPANTS KNOW JESUS CHRIST THROUGH THE EYES OF THE
ADVENT CHARACTERS. THIS FOUR-WEEK BIBLE STUDY IS
DESIGNED TO HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF 2 Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 PM

CHARACTERS AND 2 GROUPS OF PEOPLE TO SHOW HOW THEIR St. John, Encinitas

DIRECT OR INDIRECT ENCOUNTER WITH THE LORD TRANSFORMED Wednesday December 14 at 7.00 PM
THEIR LIVES. PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ABLE TO APPLY WHAT THEY !

HAVE LEARNED TO ENRICH THEIR OWN SPIRITUAL LIVES. St. Patrick, Carlsbad,
T Friday, December 16 at 6:30 PM
St. James, Solana Beach
TUESDAYS i MONDAY, JANUARY 9,
NOVEMBER 29, 2022 | 2023 AT 10:00 AM Monday, December 19 at 6:30 PM
DECEMBER 6 & 13, 2022 | gR St. Mark, San Marcos
AT 10:00 AM i TUESDAY, JANUARY 10,
' 2023 AT 7:00PM Tuesday, December 20 at 12:30 PM & 6:30 PM
OR

NO REGISTRATION FEE St. FranCIs, Vista

THURSDAYS f .

i — N— Wednesday, December 21 at 6:30 PM
1, 8 & 15, 2022 ' YOUTH ROOM, St. Mark, San Marcos

AT 7:00 PM ST. PATRICK PARISH

FR. AZAM MANSHA, C]M
ASSOCIATE PASTOR &
PROFESSOR OF SACRED SCRIPTURE & MARIOLOGY

Third Sunday of Advent- Year A

First Reading

Isaiah 35:1-6,10

In the day of the Lord, all sorrow and mourning will cease.
Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 146:6-7,8-9,9-10

The Lord will save his people.

Second Reading

James 5:7-10

Be patient, and be ready; the coming of the Lord is near.
Gospel Reading

Matthew 11:2-11

Jesus tells John the Baptist of the signs of the kingdom that are being worked through him and praises John as more than a prophet.

Background on the Gospel Reading

The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word meaning “rejoice.” This Sunday is so named be-
cause “Rejoice” is the first word in the entrance antiphon for today's Mass taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say,
rejoice! The Lord is near.” Some people mark this Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle instead of a purple candle. This Sunday is a
joyful reminder that our salvation is near.

This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on the person and message of John the Baptist. Last week we heard John speak about
his relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This week, we hear Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison, about the signs of the king-
dom found in Jesus' ministry and Jesus' assessment of John's role in the Kingdom of God.

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in chapter 14:3-12. In today's Gospel, John sends word to Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus
is the Messiah for whom he has been waiting. Jesus responds by pointing to the miracles that he has worked and invites John and the other hearers
to make their own determination. In his next breath, however, Jesus praises John for his role in preparing the way for Jesus. Then Jesus says that
all of those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as great as John and even greater.

Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom being performed recalls the salvation described by the prophet Isaiah. This passage is a
reminder that the beginning of salvation is already mysteriously present to us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our midst as man-
ifest in the miraculous deeds of Jesus and in the Church. But salvation is also to be fulfilled in the coming reign of God. Even as we observe our
world today, we can find glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, we help to prepare the way for God's kingdom by our words and our
deeds. This message is indeed a cause for rejoicing.
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