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3821 Adams Street 

Carlsbad, CA 92008 

(760) 729-2866  

www.stpatrickcarlsbad.com 

3820 Pio Pico Drive 

Carlsbad, CA 92008 

(760) 729-1333  

www.stpaddys.org 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS / 
SERVICIOS FÚNEBRES: 
Please call the Funeral Ministry Office at 
760-729-6366. 

Favor de llamar al 760-729-6366 para hacer 
arreglos fúnebres. 
 

 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE /  
BAUTISMO Y  MATRIMONIO: 
Please call the parish office for information. 

Favor de Ilamar a la oficina parroquial para  
más informes. 

Serving Carlsbad Since 1943 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

May 24,  2026 
 The Solemnity of  Pentecost 

Rev. George G. Perez CJM, Pastor 
 

Rev. Ronald Bagley CJM, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Rowland CJM, In Residence   
Rev. Ben Drapeau CJM, In Residence    
 

Miguel Enríquez Deacon 
Michael Frazee, Deacon 
Richard Pomphrey, Deacon 
Rev. Gerard Lecomte CJM, Ministry 

MASSES /MISAS:  
Saturday /Sábado          4:30 pm (English)   
           7:00 pm (Español)  
  
Sunday / Domingo       7:30 am (English)  
           9:00 am (English)  
          11:00 am (English) 
          1:00 pm (Español)  
          5:00 pm (English)  
 

Monday-Friday  7:00 am & 8:00 am (English) 

Saturday - 8:00 am (English) 
 

- Individual confession/confesiones  
  Wednesdays/miércoles at/a las, 8:30 am and/y  6:00 pm.   

  In the body of the church./en la Iglesia.  
 

- Rosary: 
 Weekdays after 8:00am Mass & Saturdays at 8:30am & 4:00pm. 
 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament/Adoración del Santísimo  
Sacramento:  Tuesdays/Martes from/de 2:00pm - 6:00 pm.  

    

 First Friday/primer viernes del mes:  8:30am -10:00am & 6:00pm –      

  10:00pm. 



 PASTOR’S NOTES -  
Fr. George G. Perez CJM - Pastor 

 Pentecost Sunday 

 
As we celebrate the great feast of Pentecost, the 
Church rejoices in the gift of the Holy Spirit 
poured out upon the Apostles and upon all 

believers. Pentecost marks not only the fulfillment of Christ’s promise, 
but also the birth of the Church—our beginning as a people sent forth 
to proclaim the Gospel with courage, faith, and joy. 
In the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear the 
powerful account of the Holy Spirit descending upon the disciples as a 
strong driving wind and tongues of fire. Those who had once been 
fearful and hidden away were transformed into bold witnesses of 
Christ. Filled with the Spirit, they spoke in many languages, and 
people from every nation could understand them. This beautiful 
moment reminds us that the Holy Spirit unites people across every 
difference and calls all humanity into communion with God. 
In the Gospel, Jesus appears to His disciples and says, “Peace be with 
you.” He then breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
The gift of the Spirit is inseparable from the mission Christ entrusts to 
His followers. The Spirit is not given merely for comfort or 
consolation, but to strengthen us for service. We are sent into the 
world to bring forgiveness, healing, mercy, and hope to others. 
Pentecost is not simply an event we remember from long ago. The 
Holy Spirit continues to work within the Church and within each one 
of us today. Through Baptism and Confirmation, we have received the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit—wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, 
knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. These gifts are meant to guide 
our daily lives and help us grow closer to Christ. 
In a world often marked by division, fear, and uncertainty, the Holy 
Spirit calls us to become instruments of unity and peace. We are 
invited to listen more carefully to God’s voice, to speak with kindness 
and truth, and to live with generosity and compassion. The Spirit 
strengthens us to respond faithfully even when discipleship is 
difficult. 
As a parish community, Pentecost invites us to renew our 
commitment to the mission of the Church. Each of us has a role in 
building up the Body of Christ through prayer, service, and love. 
Whether in our homes, our workplaces, our school, or our parish, we 
are called to reflect the presence of Christ to others. 
Today, let us pray for a renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
our hearts and upon our parish community. May the Spirit fill us with 
faith, strengthen us with hope, and set our hearts ablaze with the love 
of God. May we go forth as joyful disciples, courageously witnessing to 
Christ in all that we do. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them 
the fire of your love. 
 

 
  
MONDAY -      May 25 -    
7:00 am -         Alphonse Fiore (d) 
.8:00 am -        Letty Peck (int) 
 
TUESDAY -    May 26 -           
7:00 am -          Ron Allen (int)         
8:00 am -          Maria Gonzalez & Family (int)                
         
WEDNESDAY -  May 27 -    
7:00 am -               E. Grace & Family (int)                                
8:00 am -               Scott Conniff (d) 
       
THURSDAY -     May 28 -     
7:00 am -              Chita Valenzuela (d) 
8:00 am -              Fr George Perez (int)                   
                 

FRIDAY -        May 29  -   
7:00 am  -         Maria Esperanza Marewski (d) 
8:00 am -           Marta Martin (d)   
              
SATURDAY -    May 30 -           
8:00 am -            Ken Newell (d)  
4:30 pm -            Janet Valentine (d)                                                                                        
7:00 pm -            Maria Dolores Hernandez (d)  
                            Porfirio Galicia (d) 
 
SUNDAY -         May  31  -        
7:30 am -            Julius & Irene Rosko (d)     
9:00 am -            Lian Conejo Ramos & Family (int)              
11:00 am  -         Barbara Saralti (d) 
1:00 pm -            Hermelinda y Graciela Mendoza (d) 
                           Hermila Hernandez Lopez (d)  
 
5:00 pm -            Liam Johnson (int)                                                                                         
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The Young Adult Ministry  
will be sponsoring a toiletries drive 

for the months of April & May.   
All  donations collected will be used 

to put together care packages  by  the  
Young Adult  Ministry and they will 

distribute them to the homeless. 
  

 Please bring your donations to the  
parish office.   

The Word of the Week… 
 
This week’s word:   Nuncio 

 
A nuncio (also called papal nuncio) is an ecclesiastical 

diplomat who serves as the permanent diplomatic 

representative of the Holy See to a foreign country or 

international organization. He functions as the Pope’s 

ambassador. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In observance of  

MEMORIAL Day parish offices will be closed  

on Monday, 

 May 25, 2026. 

 



St. Patrick Catholic Community            24 de mayo 2026                                                                 Page Three 

Oficina de Catequesis y  
 Ministerio  
Familiar 

Comuníquese al 
                             760-434-9099 

                         lramirez@stpatrickcarlsbad.com       

 NOTAS DEL PÁRROCO –  
P. George G. Pérez, CJM - Párroco -  
Domingo de Pentecostés 
 
Al celebrar hoy la gran solemnidad de 
Pentecostés, la Iglesia se llena de alegría por el 
don del Espíritu Santo derramado sobre los 

Apóstoles y sobre todos los creyentes. Pentecostés marca no 
solamente el cumplimiento de la promesa de Cristo, sino también 
el nacimiento de la Iglesia: el comienzo de nuestra misión como 
pueblo enviado a anunciar el Evangelio con valentía, fe y alegría. 
En la Primera Lectura de los Hechos de los Apóstoles, escuchamos 
el poderoso relato de la venida del Espíritu Santo en forma de 
viento fuerte y lenguas de fuego. Aquellos discípulos que antes 
estaban llenos de miedo y encerrados se transformaron en testigos 
valientes de Cristo. Llenos del Espíritu, comenzaron a hablar en 
diferentes lenguas, y personas de muchas naciones podían 
comprenderlos. Este hermoso momento nos recuerda que el 
Espíritu Santo une a las personas por encima de toda diferencia y 
llama a toda la humanidad a la comunión con Dios. 
En el Evangelio, Jesús se aparece a sus discípulos y les dice: “La 
paz esté con ustedes.” Después sopla sobre ellos y les dice: 
“Reciban el Espíritu Santo.” El don del Espíritu está 
inseparablemente unido a la misión que Cristo confía a sus 
seguidores. El Espíritu no se nos da solamente para nuestro 
consuelo, sino para fortalecernos en el servicio. Somos enviados al 
mundo para llevar perdón, sanación, misericordia y esperanza a los 
demás. 
Pentecostés no es simplemente un acontecimiento del pasado. El 
Espíritu Santo continúa obrando hoy en la Iglesia y en cada uno de 
nosotros. Por medio del Bautismo y la Confirmación hemos 
recibido los dones del Espíritu Santo: sabiduría, entendimiento, 
consejo, fortaleza, ciencia, piedad y temor de Dios. Estos dones 
están llamados a guiarnos en nuestra vida diaria y ayudarnos a 
crecer en nuestra relación con Cristo. 
En un mundo marcado tantas veces por la división, el miedo y la 
incertidumbre, el Espíritu Santo nos llama a ser instrumentos de 
unidad y de paz. Nos invita a escuchar con más atención la voz de 
Dios, a hablar con caridad y verdad, y a vivir con generosidad y 
compasión. El Espíritu nos fortalece para responder con fidelidad 
incluso cuando el camino del discipulado se vuelve difícil. 
Como comunidad parroquial, Pentecostés nos invita a renovar 
nuestro compromiso con la misión de la Iglesia. Cada uno de 
nosotros tiene un papel importante en la construcción del Cuerpo 
de Cristo a través de la oración, el servicio y el amor. Ya sea en 
nuestros hogares, en el trabajo, en la escuela o en la parroquia, 
estamos llamados a reflejar la presencia de Cristo a los demás. 
Pidamos hoy una nueva efusión del Espíritu Santo sobre nuestros 
corazones y sobre toda nuestra comunidad parroquial. Que el 
Espíritu nos llene de fe, nos fortalezca en la esperanza y encienda 
en nosotros el fuego del amor de Dios. Que salgamos al mundo 
como discípulos alegres y valientes, dando testimonio de Cristo en 
todo lo que hacemos. 
Ven, Espíritu Santo, llena los corazones de tus fieles y enciende en 
ellos el fuego de tu amor. 
 
 

RICA– RICA de Iniciación 
Cristiana para Adultos 
¿Eres mayor de 18 años,   

y no estás bautizado en la  
Iglesia Católica?  

O no has recibido tu primera  
comunión o la confirmación. 

¡Este proceso es para ti! 
LAS INSCRIPCIONES YA ESTAN ABIERTAS.  

Para más  información o para inscribirte llama a la 
oficina parroquial,  y habla con el Diácono Miguel.  

“Reciban el Espíritu Santo” 
Domingo de Pentecostes 

 
En el Domingo de Pentecostés aparecen los dos grandes frutos 

de la Pascua: los dones del Espíritu: la paz y la alegría. El Espíritu 

Santo es el amor de Dios derramado en nuestros corazones, y la 

paz y la alegría son sus principales efectos en la vida cristiana. La 

paz es el primer saludo del Resucitado: “Paz a ustedes”. La paz 

no es mera ausencia de conflictos ni simple tranquilidad. Es una 

paz profunda e integral que nace de la comunión con Dios y de la 

orientación hacia Él como Sumo Bien. Supone armonía interior, 

orden moral, justicia y plenitud de vida. Nadie puede contribuir a 

la paz del mundo sin un mínimo de armonía interior. Además, la 

paz es fruto del amor: es la atmósfera de quienes aman, la 

melodía de fondo de la caridad.  La alegría es el otro gran fruto 

del Espíritu. La alegría es el brillo del amor de Dios en nosotros. 

Quienes, a pesar del dolor, siguen cantando cada mañana son los 

bienaventurados. Pay y alegría: frutos del Espíritu y misión 

permanente para la Iglesia.    

Fr. Javier Carballo, O.P. 

 

 

 

Bendición para los graduados 
El fin de semana del 30 al 31 de mayo, 
ofreceremos una bendición especial 
para todos los graduados de 
secundaria y universidad. Se impartirá 

en todas las misas del fin de semana. Damos gracias a Dios 
por nuestros jóvenes, que han trabajado tan duro para 
obtener sus títulos. Que Dios los bendiga en sus proyectos 
futuros. 
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Our Third Annual Catholic 
Trivia Night will be on 
Wednesday, June 10,  
beginning at 6:30 pm. 
Parish groups compete 
against one another for the 
title of St. Patrick Trivia 
Champions. All you need is 

a team of three. You can form a team among your 
neighbors, people from the same ministry or parish 
organization, friends who attend the same Mass.  

When you have your team, send an email to Fr. Ron 

(rmbagley@yahoo.com).  Include the names of the team 

members, a contact person, and the name you’re giving 

your team. Get your team of three people ready and start 

preparing. (Hint: review the weekly trivia questions from 

the newsletter.) 

An Important Encyclical on Artificial 
 Intelligence (AI) 
 
Pope Leo XIV and the co-founder of artificial 
intelligence company Anthropic will launch the 
pontiff’s first encyclical on May 25, a docu-
ment on the care of human dignity in the era of 
AI. Anthropic has billed itself as the AI compa-
ny that puts safety and risk-mitigation at the 
forefront of its research. Pope Leo, who has 

made AI a priority of his young pontificate, is greatly con-
cerned about AI in warfare and has called for monitoring of 
how the technology is used. 
The pope’s presence at the launch of the document, Magnifica 
Humanitas (Magnificent Humanity) is also significant, since 
such presentations are usually conducted in the Vatican press 
room with a few selected officials and invited guests who an-
swer reporters’ questions about the document. This time, the 
Vatican is bringing out an all-star cast for a formal launch in 
the main Vatican auditorium: Two of its top cardinals, doctrine 
chief Cardinal Víctor Manuel Fernández and development 
chief Cardinal Michael Czerny, will be the main presenters. A 
representative from Anthropic will be among the lay speakers, 
along with theologians Anna Rowlands and Leocadie Lushom-
bo. Of course, Pope Leo himself will speak about this im-
portant Church document.       

Vatican II and Its Implementation 
 

Fr. Ron Bagley will be teaching a course on the Second 
Vatican Council. It will take place at St. Patrick Parish 
Center, on June 2, 9, 16, 23; & 30, from 6:00 – 9:00 pm 
 
Objectives of the Course: 

*    place the Second Vatican Council in historical 
context within the Church and the world by 
indicating those events and trends that led up to 
Vatican II 

*    provide an overview of the main topics and 
themes treated by the council 

*    identify major results of the implementation of 
the Council since its closure 

*    identify the ways that Pope Leo XIV has already 
indicated that he will continue to implement the 
teachings of Vatican II 

 
There will be a textbook: Christopher M. Bellitto (ed.), 
Essential Vatican II: The Council for the Future of the 
Church (Paulist Press, 2024) 
 

Registration through the website of the Diocesan 
Institute:  

https://sdcatholic.org/diocesan-institute/course-
registration/ 

Contact Fr. Ron if you have any questions. 

Blessing for Graduates 
On the weekend of May 30-31, we will 

offer a special blessing for all graduates 

from high school and college. It will be 

given at every weekend Mass. We thank God for our young 

people who have worked so hard to earn their diplomas. 

May God bless them in their future endeavors. 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
Are you or someone you know interested in becoming 
Catholic? 
Whether you have been baptized in another Christian 
church or never been baptized, OCIA is the process we 
use to welcome new members into the Church. 
It is also for adults who have never finished receiving the 
sacraments of initiation (for example, they did not 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation when they were 
younger). 
It is a process of discernment and formation, in the 
context of the Christian community, which leads to the 
decision to be fully initiated as a Catholic Christian. This 
happens when adults receive Baptism, Confirmation and 
Holy Eucharist at the Easter Vigil  (next March 27).  
 
A new group will be formed over the summer. Then 
beginning in early September, candidates attend our 
formation sessions every Sunday morning immediately 
after the 9:00 am Mass. They attend the Mass and then 
meet in the parish hall until 11:00 am. Attendance is 
important and those who miss too many sessions will not 
be included in the celebration at the Easter Vigil. 
To get the process started, those interested should 

contact Fr. Ron Bagley to arrange an interview. Email 

rmbagley@yahoo.com or call 760-729-2866, x 309. 

mailto:rmbagley@yahoo.com).%20
https://sdcatholic.org/diocesan-institute/course-registration/
https://sdcatholic.org/diocesan-institute/course-registration/
mailto:rmbagley@yahoo.com


Religious Education & Family Ministry   
(Prek - 8th grade)  

 
Pentecost Sunday 

At Pentecost the church celebrates the descent of the Holy 
Spirit. John's Gospel pictures Jesus breathing the gift of his 
Spirit on the disciples. He calms them with his peace and 
gives them the power to give peace to others by forgiving 
their sins. "As the Father has sent me, so I send you," Jesus 
says. Being sent by Jesus is our mission as well. The words 
mission and mass have the same Latin root of missa. At the 
end of mass, we are sent with these (or similar words) "Go in 
peace, glorifying the Lord by your life." Each of us is sent by 
Jesus to serve and love and help others right where we are.  
Children: Who needs your help this week?  
Adults: What gift do you hope to receive from the Holy Spirit? 
How could you use it to serve others?  
Prayer: Come, Holy Spirit, and fill our hearts with your love. 
 
Thank you for a great year! 
Our religious education program has ended for this year. We 
had 174 students in our classes. Four of our students were 
baptized, 58 boys and girls celebrated their First Confession 
and First Holy Communion, and 50 children began their 
sacramental preparation. Eight of our students will attend 
high school in the fall and are invited to begin Confirmation 
preparation.  
 
Information about our program year 2026-2027 is available on 

our parish website www.stpatrickcarlsbad.com Religious 
Education Preschool to 8th Grades. Registration for fall 

classes and  sacramental preparation for students in public 
school, is open. You may register online or call our office to 

make an appointment. You can reach us at 
mdornisch@stpatrickcarlsbad.com  or 760-729-8442.  

 
Blessings, Margit Dornisch - Office for Religious Education  

and Family Ministry   

St. Patrick Catholic Community 

Mental Health Ministry 

Support and Resources Phone Line 

(760) 729-2866 ex 393 

Our Parish Mental Health Ministry is here 

for all people seeking resources for psychiatric health 
services, alcohol or drug addiction, educational 

programs, listening and prayer support. Call the 

confidential ministry phone line to receive a call back.   

  

Mental illness is like any other 
disease.  With help, people can 

get better and even recover.  

 Soup Suppers Are Delicious!  
 Dear parishioners &  friends:  

 Join us for delicious homemade soup & 
dessert  in the parish hall  starting at 

      4:30 - 6pm  every Thursday.     
          This Week Thursday  May 28th  

 We will feature Taco Soup 
with  bread & dessert!     

No cost to join us for food, conversation & music!      

Calling all cooks! St. Patrick’s Soup 

Kitchen is looking for volunteers who 

love to cook and would like to serve 

our community. We welcome guests 

every Thursday from 4:30-6pm to enjoy 

a nourishing soup supper and 

camaraderie. Our mission is to build a 

compassionate community reaching out with love 

and support. Please contact us at  

soupsuppersstpats@gmail.com. 
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California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

1299 CARLSBAD VILLAGE DR., CARLSBAD, CA 92008 • 760-729-5964

Parishioner  
Since 1989

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

WATER MITIGATION   MOLD REMEDIATION 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES

floodsolutionssd.com

760-532-3266

Joey Montijo 
Parishioner

Mission San Luis Rey Catholic Cemetery

SanLuisRey.org (760) 231-8445

   Types of Burial Available
• Casket Burials: In-ground or mausoleum
• Cremated remains: In-ground, wall
   niche, or green burial.

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Patrick Catholic Community, Carlsbad, CA	 05-4242

Marriage, 
Family 
& Child 

Counselor
(760) 304-4522 

161 Thunder Drive Ste. 102 
Vista, CA 92083

The Shops 
1030 La Bonita Dr. Suite 130 
Lake San Marcos, CA 92078

MFT LIC #20751

Mary Elizabeth  
Accardi, LMFT

St. Patrick Alumni, with 62 combined years of 
San Diego Real Estate experience.

15% OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT ST. PATRICK PARISH.

Contact Gaylord Phillips
gphillips@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x4547



760.890.1100 
RealCarlsbad.com

St. Patrick Parishioner | Alumni St. Patrick’s | LMU (BA) • USD (MA)

Carlsbad Real Estate - PATRICK KELLETT, GRI

Broker #01242153

45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA  92102 
No Interest Budget Plan | Up to 5 years to pay

Call 264-3127 Se Habla Español

Fine Jewelry & Watches
630 Grand Avenue

760.729.1895
PARISHIONER

SABADO DENTAL
servicios Dentales • Unicamente Los Sabados 9:30am-1pm

esquina de leucadia blvd. y hwy. 101, Encinitas
atras de kotija tacos

VETERANS HEATING AND COOLING
North County San Diego’s Newest Veteran Owned & Operated Residential HVAC Company.

50% OFF Dispatch/Service Fees Through October
760-991-3457  •  VETERANSHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM

QUALITY IN HOME CARE 
SERVICES TAILORED TO 
YOUR NEEDS
(760) 390-0091
www.sdcompassionatecare.com
Locally Owned Parishioner
HCO #374700144

Mark A. Lucia
Senior Vice President
Financial Advisor
5796 Armada Drive, Suite 200
Carlsbad, CA 92008

760-602-3516
mark.a.lucia@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/mark.a.lucia

© 2018 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. 
Member SIPC. CRC 2187362

Curtis E. McRae, D.D.S., Inc.
General / Cosmetic/ Implant Dentistry

3601 Vista Way, Suite 205
Oceanside, CA 92056

(760) 757-5057

www.drmcrae.net

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish

Home appointments available 
Free consultation

760.918.0929 • Local Parishioner
30 Years Experience   

www.zarcaro.com

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates

Susan Carey, 
Certified Senior 

Advisor

760-815-2987 • susan.c@assistedlivinglocators.com

Specializing in Helping 
Families Navigate the 
World of Senior Living

No Cost Referral and 
Placement Service

Independently owned & operated

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Patrick Catholic Community, Carlsbad, CA	 05-4242



Solemnity of Pentecost – Year A 
 
First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 
The Holy Spirit descends upon the apostles gathered in Jerusalem. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 104:1,24,29-31,34 
God’s Spirit renews the earth. 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,12-13 
We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Gospel Reading 
John 20:19-23 
Jesus appears to his disciples and gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
 
The Season of Easter concludes with today’s celebration, the Feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost we celebrate the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the apostles gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the Church. The story of 
Pentecost is found in the Acts of the Apostles, today’s first reading. The account in today’s Gospel, John 20:19-23, also recounts how 
Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. Yet the event in John’s Gospel takes place on Easter Sunday. There is no need 
to try to reconcile these two accounts. It is enough that we know that after his death, Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his 
disciples a helper, an advocate, who would enable them to be his witnesses throughout the world. 
 
We already heard today’s Gospel proclaimed on the Second Sunday of Easter this year (Lectionary Cycle A). That Gospel passage, 
however, also included the description of Jesus’ appearance to Thomas. In that context, we were led reflect on belief and unbelief. 
 
In the context of the Feast of Pentecost, John 20:19-23 reminds us about the integral connection between the gifts of peace and 
forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then commissions his disciples 
to continue the work that he has begun, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” He breathes the Holy Spirit upon the disciples 
and sends them to continue his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins. Jesus’ act of breathing the Holy Spirit 
mirrors God’s act of breathing life into Adam at the time of Creation. In fact, both the Greek and Hebrew words for “spirit” can also 
be translated as “breath.” 
 
This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. The reconciling presence of Christ is 
celebrated in the Church’s sacramental life. In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are cleansed of sin and become a new creation in 
Christ. In the Sacrament of Penance, the Church celebrates the mercy of God through the forgiving of sins. This reconciling 
presence is also to be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and harmony among people. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-easter-cycle-a-sunday-connection

