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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS /

SERVICIOS FUNEBRES:

Please call the Funeral Ministry Office at
760~729~6366.

Favor de llamar al 760-729-6366 para hacer
arreglos fiinebres.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE /

BAUTISMO Y MATRIMONIO:

Please call the parish office for information.
Favor de Illamar a Ia oficina parroquial para
mds informes.

August 10, 2025
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Ronald Bagley, CJM, Pastor ~ Miguel Enriquez Deacon

Rev. Azam Mansha CJM, Associate Pastor Michael Frazec, Deacon

Rev. William Rowland, CJM, /11 Residence feh‘zggz”p hrey, D Z,dCOHM, .
Rev. Ben Drapeau, CJM, In Residence ev. Gerard Lecomte GIM, Ministry

MASSES / MISAS:
Saturday / Sdbado

4:30 pm (English)
7:00 pm (Espariol)

Sunday / Domingo  7:30 am (English)
9:00 am (English)
11:00 am (English)
1:00 pm (Espartiol)
5:00 pm (English)
Monday-Friday 7:00 am & 8:00 am (English)
Saturday - 8:00 am (English)

- Individual confession/confesiones

Wednesdays/miércoles at/a las, 8:30 am and/y 6:00 pm.

In the body of the church./en la Iglesia.
-Rosary:

Weekdays after 8:00am Mass & Saturdays at 8:30am & 4:00pm.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament/Adoracion del Santisimo
Sacramento: Tuesdays/Martes from/de 2:00pm -~ 6:00 pm.

First Friday/primer viernes del mes: 8:30am -10:00am & 6:00pm —
10:00pm.

Faith s the realization #

Hebrews 11:1
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I Mass Intentions FRIDAY - Aug 15 - The Assumption of Mary
FOR TIHE WEEI< SN 7:00 am - Peter Conlin (d)
8:00 am - Tom & Irene Gibbs (int)
MONDAY - Aug 11 - 5:30pm - Bart Pasini (d)
7:00 am - Carolyn Dooley (d) 7:00pm - Guadalupe Rodriguez Garcia (d)
8:00 am - Christa Mandel (d)
SATURDAY - Aug 16 -
TUESDAY - Aug 12 - 8:00 am - Chuck & Liz Lewis (int)
7:00 am - Peter Conlin (d) 4:30 pm - Johnny Zanderson (d)
8:00 am - Jacob Bruggemann (int) 7:00 pm - Nidia Hernandez (d)

Mary Padilla (d)
WEDNESDAY - Aug 13 -

7:00 am - E. Grace & Family (int) SUNDAY - Aug 17 -

8:00 am - Patricia Lyon (d) 7:30 am - Giloria & Fred Willson 62nd Wedding Anniv.
9:00 am - Lisa Dornish (int)

THURSDAY - Aug 14 - 11:00 am -  Mr. Donovan (d)

7:00 am - Rene Madama (d) 1:00 pm - Miguel Hernandez (d)

8:00 am - Carla Cole (d) Concepcion Abalos (d)

5:00 pm -  Paul Donahue (int)

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR

The Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church share a common belief in the bodily glorification of Mary
after her earthly life, though they use different terminology and emphasize slightly different aspects of this
mystery. Both celebrate it on August 15.

Catholics hold to the dogma of the Assumption. This dogma explicitly affirms that Mary's body was glorified
after her death, a special privilege anticipating the resurrection of the body for other human beings at the end
of the world. This means she was taken up into heaven with her body, not just her soul. While the dogma
itself does not explicitly state whether Mary died, in defining this dogma Pope Pius XII deliberately avoided using the term
“resurrection” and did not take a definitive position on her death as a truth of faith. However, a common tradition within the
Church sees Mary's death as her entry into heavenly glory, and some theologians have maintained that she did die. Liturgical
texts also speak of her “temporal death.”

The Assumption is seen as a singular participation in Christ's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection for all
Christians. It is a “sign of sure hope and consolation” for the pilgrim People of God, demonstrating the ultimate destiny of
human beings in God.

The Orthodox Church celebrates the “Dormition” of the Theotokos (Mother of God) on the same date as the Catholic
Assumption. This feast is one of the most important in the Byzantine liturgical cycle. The term “Dormition” emphasizes
Mary's peaceful death, described as a “falling asleep.” Orthodox iconography for this feast typically depicts the Virgin laid out
on her deathbed, surrounded by the Apostles, with Christ at the center receiving her soul, represented as an infant. The
Orthodox Church professes that in her death, the Mother of God did not undergo bodily corruption but was “translated from
earth to heaven” and “raised body and soul into heavenly glory by the Lord.” This means she was bodily taken up to heaven.

The liturgical veneration of Mary, including the feast of August 15, originated in Jerusalem. The glorification of Mary was
already present in the time of St. Luke, and it is considered a duty and commitment of the Christian community for all
generations to praise the Blessed Virgin. The Dormition is seen as a sign of the fulfillment of salvation. Like the Catholic
understanding, the Dormition is considered an image of the resurrection for all believers, as Mary, being the Mother of Life,
was transferred to Life.

And so, you can see that both traditions affirm that Mary's body was preserved from corruption and taken into heavenly glory.
The primary difference lies in the terminology and emphasis: the Catholic Church uses "Assumption" and formally defined it
as a dogma, while the Orthodox Church uses "Dormition" (falling asleep) and emphasizes her peaceful death before her bodily
translation. Despite the terminological distinction, the core belief in Mary's unique glorification, body and soul, in heaven is
shared by both the Catholic and Orthodox Churches

In one Heart,

. o
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“Jesus les dijo, “Estén listos, con la tinica
puesta y las limparas encendidas. Sean
semejantes a los criados que estin esperando a
que su sefior regrese de la boda, para abrirle
en cuanto llegue y toque. Dichosos aquellos a quienes su
sefior, al llegar, encuentre en vela. Yo les aseguro que se
recogera la tunica, los hara sentar a la mesa y él mismo les
servira”. En el Evangelio de este fin de semana, san Lucas
escribe que tenemos que estar listos porque no sabemos
cuando nos llega el momento de encontrarnos con el Sefior.
Pero ;a qué encuentro con el Sefior se esta refiriendo el
evangelista san Lucas? ;Al encuentro con el Seflor cuando
morimos? Siempre se ha dicho que nos portemos bien para
que cuando nos llegue la muerte, Jesucristo nos reciba en el
cielo con las manos abiertas diciéndonos, “Bienvenidos”.
Estas palabras que todos deseamos escuchar. San Lucas
escribe que aquellos que han aceptado a Jests como su
Seiior, estan viviendo una vida de gracia, haciendo cosas
buenas por el prdjimo, reflejando amor y compasién a todos,
viven el perdoén para otros y uno mismo. ;Imaginémonos qué
tan diferente sera el mundo, la sociedad, las vecindades,
nuestras familias, si viviéramos estos valores evangélicos?
Viviendo estos valores, y otros como estos, nos diéramos
cuenta como el Sefior llega a encontrarse con nosotros en
cada experiencia y persona. Nos daremos cuenta de que el
Sefior nos bendice y siempre dandonos lo que necesitamos.

Digcone Miauel Eni

(-’. Oficina de Catequesis y
Tl Ministerio
Familiar
Comuniquese al

760-434-9099
Iramirez@stpatrickcarlsbad.com

HORAS DE OFICINA
Lunes , martes y viernes: 10:00ama 1:00pm
Miércoles, Jueves y vierenes: 3:00pma 7:00pm

REGISTRACIONES PARA CATEQUESIS
2025-2026
Las personas que desean registrar para la catequesis
Bilinglie por favor visiten el sito web de St. Patrick
Catholic Community en stpatrickcarlsbad.com vy llenen Ia
solicitud en-linea. O Si prefieren registar en persona
estamos disponibles en el horario de oficina.

Parroquia de San Patricio *

presenta *

4°comida anual de *

agradecimiento para las *

personas de la tercera edad *

“Queremos celebrar a esas Zi

personas que siempre N

estdn presentes para *

A ayudarnos.” *
A w
?:7 Si es mayor de 55 afios, *
w llame al teléfono *
j*: 760-729-2866 x 392 e j;;
;% inscribase para reservar su N
A espacio. El cupo es limitado N
1o w
¢ Y
g : b g
" Fecha: Sdbado 16 de agosto N
Nl Lugar: Salon parroquial Q 3 7 ;?
;% Horario: 12:00pm a 3:00pm ( v & ;‘ il
) Sin Costo 13 ¥ N
1o ' w
A4 : L
¥ I Y I
¢ e = T e 8

ORDEN DE LA INICIACION CRISTIANA

Los papas que tengan un nifio/s de 7 aflos 0 mayor y alin no
han sido bautizados, los invitamos a inscribirlos para la
Iniciacion Cristiana para que inicien su proceso de
preparacion sacramental. Para inscribirlos viste el sito web
de la parroquia o si prefiere en persona pase a la oficina de
catequesis durante el horario de oficina.

RICA - Rito de Iniciacion Cristiana
para Adultos
(Eres mayor de 18 afios y no estas
bautizado en la Iglesia Catolica?
O ¢no has recibido la primera
Comunion
o la Confirmacion?

4 RI(A'QAS‘,

Entonces, jEste proceso es para ti!
Las clases inician el 2 de septiembre.
Para mas informacion o para inscribirse llame
0 envie un mensaje txt a
Jos¢ Jiménez al (760) 415-8837 o a Karina Jiménez
al (760) 415-8912
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Do you have an interest in serving
your community?

Answer the call. Become a Knight.

CHARITY - UNITY - FRATERNITY -
PATRIOTISM

“In service of one, in service of all”

To join St Patrick's Council #15076 or
for more information please visit our
website at kofc.org
or scan the QR code

[]scAN ME

jmited-Edition
Mﬁ}l\?ELL‘ Fantastic Four

DONATE AT OUR UPCOMING BLOOD DRIVE

St. Patrick Catholic Church

Sunday, August 17, 2025
08:30 AM to 01:30 PM

Church Hall

3821 Adams St.
Carlsbad, CA 92008

Book an Appointment to Save Lives Today!

sit sandiegobloodbank.org/donate,

%ﬁ Walk-li'nfs Welcmg ';&' sBorgggé Bank 75

i, weigh I

A Major Project
As previously announced, the total replacement of the roof
on the Parish Hall and offices has
begun. This much needed work marks the first time our par-
ish has replaced these roofs. Upkeep and repair of our facili-
ties is an important part of our stewardship. These roofs are
an investment in the future and will last for decades.
Such an endeavor is expensive and will strain our financial
reserves. If you are able to make a one time donation to help
offset this project, it would be greatly appreciated. Please
indicate that your donation is restricted for "roof replace-
ment" or "construction and repair." If you receive envelopes
in the mail, you can use the gold envelope. You may also use
our online giving portal.

Thank you!

ME”— Soup Suppers Are Delicious!
- Dear parishioners & friends:
Join us for delicious homemade soup & dessert
Soup in the parish hall starting at
Supper 4:30 - 6pm_every Thursday.

This Week Thursday Aug. 14
We will feature Beef Vegetable with Barley

Soup with bread & dessert!
No cost to join us for food, conversation & music!

£50CTA

Order of Christian Initiation

(formerly known as RCIA)

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a
process through which people will become fully initiated
into the Catholic community. This includes:

*  Adults who have never been baptized

*  Adults who were baptized in an other Christian
Religion but now want to join the Catholic Church

* Adults who were baptized as Catholics but never
received the Sacrament of Confirmation
(OCIA is not for adolescents; adults only)

Our program meets on Sunday mornings after the 9:00am
Mass. It is held in the parish center from 10:00am to
11:00am. Except for a few holiday weekends, it meets
every Sunday. The first session will be Sunday
September 14, 2025 .

Regular attendance is important. Those who complete
the process will receive the sacraments at the Easter Vigil
(April 4, 2026).

To get enrolled, you need to make an appointment with
Fr. Ron. Email him at rmbagley@yahoo.com.

Consider Remembering Your Parish in
your Will
For more information call Maria Gonzalez at
760-729-2866x307 or email
mgonzalez@stpatrickcarlsbad.com
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St. Patrick Catholic Community

f(% Religious Education & Family Ministry
A (Prek-8th grade)
haBEt
Lulo Our program offers weekly classes for students
in public school. Children age 3 through Jr. High school will
learn about the Catholic faith.
* Our Preschool and Kindergarten students share

stories of God’s love.

* Children 1 - 8" grade can enroll in a two-year
preparation process for the sacraments of Baptism
(if needed), Reconciliation, and First Holy
Communion.

* The ongoing faith formation classes for students who
already received First Communion discuss how to
live Sunday’s gospel and Christian values in their
everyday life.

We also offer family events and devotions throughout the
year.

Opening Days for the program: Sunday, Sept 7, Monday, Sept
8; Tuesday, Sept 9

Families choose the class time that best fits their schedule.
Monday 4:30 - 5:30pm: classes for grades 1-8

Tuesday 3:30 — 4:30pm: classes for grades 1-6

Sunday 9:00 - 10:00 am: PreK, Kindergarten, and grades 1/2
Sunday 10:05 - 11:05am: Classes for grades 2/3 and grades 4-8

Register online at our parish website
www.stpatrickcarlsbad.com, click on Religious
Education, PreK - 8" grade. Registration
information and the link to the online form are in
the top right corner.

Register in our office; please make an appointment at
760-729-8442 or contact us at

mdornisch@stpatrickcarlsbad.com

Reflection: 19" Sunday of Ordinary Time

The disciples expected God to be coming at any moment for
the final days of life. There was an excitement to everything
they did. In our day and age with busy schedules and many
responsibilities the immediacy of God’s ever-present love
among us can easily be overlooked.

Practice: As a family decide to go for a certain time (half a
day, an evening) without your devices. What could you do
instead sharing family time at home or outdoors?

Pray: Holy Spirit, help us to be alert to God’s presence
among us.

Blessings,
Margit Dornisch - Office for Religious Education and Family
Ministry

Aug 10, 2025

Holy Day of Obligation

August 15, The Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be
celebrated on this Friday at 7:00 am, 8:00 am and 5:30 pm in
English, as well as 7:00 pm in Spanish.

-t Youth Ministry/Confirmation
60-434-3278
J_‘ ‘ ‘ Grades 9-12

This weekend after all the Masses St. Pat’s Youth
Ministry will be doing their Superbuckets
fundraiser. Families are asked to donate cash or check
(contact the youth office to make online donation
arrangements) in support of over 30 youth and adults
from SPYM who will be travelling to the National
Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) in Indianapolis, IN
on November 19th — 23", The trip will cost
approximately $1,200.00 per person. While at the
conference, four of our St. Pat’s youth that are on the
National Youth Advisory Council and will be speaking
on the main stage of NCYC in front of over 13,000
participants regarding their experience travelling
with Catholic Relief Services to Ghana which takes
place later this month. St. Pat’s Youth Ministry thanks
you in advance for your support.

O “Much will be required of the person
VRIS entrusted with much and still more
marriage .
encounter Wil be demanded of the person

entrusted with more.”

Are you trustworthy in the care of your spouse?
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experience on September 12—14 at
Mission San Luis Rey in Oceanside.

Food and lodging are provided.

Early registration is highly recommended. For more
information or to sign up visit our website at
WWW.WwWme.org
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SIEVENA BEULIGMANN, D.D.S. INC. eaesonen

SINCE 1989
Cosmetic & Family @mﬂd&g
1299 CARLSBAD VILLAGE DR., CARLSBAD, CA 92008 * 760'729 5964

= Parishioners
__:‘/-j SELIJQNQE 760-532-3266

WATER MITIGATION MOLD REMEDIATION
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES
floodsolutionssd.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security =
Gat 24-Hour Pretection From a Name You Can Trust &

833-287-3502
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NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODEL
Daniel Montijo T
President « Parishioner catholicmatch’

(760) 644-0714 California
www.dmbuildinginc.com

AD DESIGN

with purche
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CatholicMatch.com/CA

Anne Kellett Lewis
(760) 521-8705

anne@willisallen.com
Parishioner, Alumni, Native
DRE# 02033735
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¥ CALL

3 800-950-9952
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- WILLIS ALLEN

REAL ESTATE SINCE ¥

LUXURY
I—IP PORTFOLIO

DEBRA DEWHURST JOHNSON

Broker Associate
REALTOR ®

Cell: 760.685.2621
debra@wiillisallen.com
www.debradewhurst.com
DRE #01010740
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Bradley Van Patten

J O Jd C V410 0
200) 950-90 0
A 0

0
MDMedAlert!™ <oz *FS=

« Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire

v Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert "‘

"}
caLLHowt 800.8093570 mimetireon  ©

INTERNATIONAL

OUR COMMU
q‘_',' NEWSLETTE}

DOES YOUR NUNPR[IFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

&

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Patrick, Carlshad, CA B 4C 05-4242



We're just a phone call away when you need us.
Your Choice of Burial or Cremation Options
Traditional, Graveside, or Memonial Services

Shipping In or Out of the Arca
Prenced Planning & Arrangements
Veterans Benelits & Social Security Assistance
A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1964

Alen Brothers NMortuary, Gne

WWW (]”L nhrothersmortuary ulm

Vista Chapel San Marcos Chapel
131120 FI3-1378
T60-726-2555 ; T60-744-4522

VERTERANS HEATING AND COOLING

North County San Diego’s Newest Veteran Owned & Operated Residential HVAC Company.

50% OFF Dispatch/Service Fees Through October
760-991-3457 « VETERANSHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM

Morgan Stanley
Mark A. Lucia

Senior Vice President

Financial Advisor

5796 Armada Drive, Suite 200
Carlsbad, CA 92008
760-602-3516
mark.a.lucia@morganstanley.com
fa.morganstanley.com/mark.a.lucia

FINE JEWELRY
Fine Jewelry & Watches
630 Grand Avenue

760.729.1895
PARISHIONER

Fonns

© 2018 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.
Member SIPC. crc 2187362

VETERANS

ORGANIZATION NEED =
A NEWSLETTER? "“ —

to reach your community.

Scan to

ok " ik contact us!
Visit Ipicommunities.com o

760.890.1100

RealCarlsbad.com

= l' NEWSLETTE
DOES YOUR N[INPR['FIT s SERVICIOS DENTALES - UNICAMENTE LOS SABADOS 9:30AM-1PM

SABADO DENTAL

ESQUINA DE LEUCADIA BLVD. Y HWY. 104, ENCINITAS
ATRAS DE KOTIWA TACOS

ADT-Monitored Home Security '

Eng?g‘né?dthsrpportleft | g% Gat 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust
printan Igital newsletiers
EVERE

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

AT | Authorized | g paciraats

Carlsbad Real Estate - PATRICK KELLETT, GRI

St. Patrick Parishioner | Alumni St. Patrick’s | LMU (BA) - USD (MA)

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

HOLY CRLISS

MCATHOLIC CEMETERY
3 & MAUSOLEUM

Prowider

=

realblue

Broker #01242153

k.3

Curtis E. McRae, D.D.S., Inc.

General / Cosmetic/ Implant Dentistry

3601 Vista Way, Suite 205
Oceanside, CA 92056

(760) 757-5057

www.drmcrae.net

45th & Hilltop Drive, San Diego, CA 92102
No Interest Budget Plan | Up to 5 years to pay

Call 264-3127 se Habla Espafiol

(7 COMP \HHIH'\\IE

CAREGIVE
QUALITY IN HOME CARE
SERVICES TAILORED TO
YOUR NEEDS

(760) 390-0091
www.sdcompassionatecare.com

Locally Owned Parishioner
HCO #374700144

()

Elder Law, Trusts and Estates

JOHN@ZARCARO

Protecting the People and Values you Cherish
Home appointments available '

Free consultation

760.918.0929 . Local Parishioner

30 Years Experience www.zarcaro.com &

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Patrick, Carlshad, CA A 4C 05-4242



Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year C

First Reading
Wisdom 18:6-9

The Hebrew people awaited the salvation of the just. 3 g
Responsorial Psalm s : |

Psalm 33:1,12,18-22 . YOUR LAMPS.

Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. a0
Second Reading it ,A - MIMETEENTI SUNBAY (M ORDINARY TIME
Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19 SEes :
We will look for the city designed and built by God.

Gospel Reading

Luke 12:32-48

You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.

Background on the Gospel Reading

Jesus' instructions on how to be ready for the coming judgment continue in the stories and sayings found in today's Gospel. We are not to be like
the greedy rich man in last Sunday's Gospel who planned to store his great harvest in barns rather than share it. We are, rather, to share our wealth
with those in need. The antidote for the anxiety brought on by the coming judgment is to relinquish our possessions and provide for the needs of
others. Our treasure will be in heaven where it will not wear out or be destroyed.

The other major way to be ready for the coming judgment is to be watchful. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus tells a parable about watchfulness to begin
making this point. We must be like servants waiting for the master's return from a wedding banquet, which, even now, can last for a few days in the
Middle East. We must be watchful so that even if the master comes after midnight, we will be ready for him. This is what the coming of the Son of
Man will be like.

Peter asks if this parable is meant for the apostles or for the large crowd that has gathered to listen to Jesus. Without answering Peter's question,
Jesus responds with another parable about servants awaiting the return of their master. It begins with a question: “Who, then, is the faithful and
prudent steward whom the master will put in charge of his servants to distribute the food allowance at the proper time?” This parable adds to the
theme of watchfulness; it explains how to wait and reminds us of the reward for the faithful follower at the heavenly banquet after the judgment. If
it is addressed to the apostles, then it could also be addressed to leadership in the early Church. Either way, the parables reminds us that we should
be found doing our jobs when the master arrives. If we are doing our jobs, our reward will be great. But if we relax, neglect our duties, and begin to
act like the greedy rich man—eating, drinking, and making merry—we will not have a place in the kingdom. Watchfulness means living in such a
consistently moral and obedient way that we are always ready to give an account to God of how we have lived.

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

First Reading
Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a,10ab
The sign of God's salvation will be a woman clothed with the sun.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 45:10-12,16
The queen takes her place next to God.

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:20-27
Christ has redeemed Adam's sin.

Gospel Reading
Luke 1:39-56
Mary greets Elizabeth and sings God's praise.

Background on the Gospel Reading

Today's feast celebrates Mary's Assumption into heaven. It is one of three feasts of Mary that are Holy Days of Obligation for Catholics in the Unit-
ed States. January 1 is the feast of Mary, the Mother of God, and December 8 is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. The assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven has long been held as an important Catholic belief. The belief was not defined as dogma, however, until 1950
by Pope Pius XII. The dogma teaches that Mary, who was without sin, was taken, body and soul, into the glory of heaven.

The Gospel for this holy day recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of Jesus' birth by the Angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit her cousin Eliza-
beth who is also with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full recognition of the roles they and their unborn children will play in God's plan for salva-
tion. Mary responds to Elizabeth's greeting with her song of praise, the Magnificat. Both women recall and echo God's history of showing favor
upon the people of Israel. Mary's Magnificat, in particular, echoes the song of praise offered by Hannah, the mother of Samuel.

The Gospel for this day reminds us that Mary's Assumption into heaven is best understood with regard for the full spectrum of Catholic beliefs
about the person of Christ and the person of Mary. Only Mary, who was born without stain of original sin—the Immaculate Conception—could
give birth to Christ, who is fully God and fully human. This is called the Immaculate Conception. Because of Mary's role in God's plan of salvation,
she does not suffer from the effects of sin, which are death and decay. Mary is the first to receive the fullness of the redemption that her son has
won for all of humanity. The Church, therefore, recognizes Mary as the sign of the salvation promised to all.

Today's Gospel highlights Mary's faith. Mary's faith enabled her to recognize the work of God in her people's history and in her own life. Her open-
ness to God allowed God to work through her so that salvation might come to all. Mary is a model and symbol of the Church. May we be like
Mary, open and cooperative in God's plan of salvation.




