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All of the events described in the New Testament took 
place within about a 250 mile circle, centered on mod-
ern-day Jerusalem. In that circle, successive empires had 
ruled, and God’s Chosen People had experienced times of 
national unity and blessing, as well as times of civil war, 
captivity and judgment. 

The twelve tribes of Israel had been split, with only the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin returning after their years 
in exile. In the four hundred years since the time of the 
last prophet, Jewish culture was influenced by Greek phi-
losophy and language. As the Roman empire expanded, it 
occupied the Holy Land, including the city of Jerusalem. 

But, around 5BC, God fulfilled the Old Testament proph-
ecies and sent Jesus the Messiah into that complex cultur-
al mix. Once again, God used the family of Abraham to 
bring salvation to all the families of the earth. The books 
of the New Testament tell the incredible story about what 
God did through Jesus and how it changed the world.

This Timeline is provided as a Bible study aid. Feel free to copy 
and distribute to help others better understand the Scriptures.

When the first disciples of Christ lived, Jewish religious 
life varied greatly. Pious sects, like the Pharisees and 
Essenes, claimed to have pure doctrine. But common 
people, like Peter the fisherman, just wanted a savior to 
help them survive under the Roman occupation. 

When Jesus came, He spent more time with the common 
people than the pious Jews. The religious leaders had 
access to the Old Testament, and Jesus said they should 
know the truth. But they did not know God’s Word, and 
they changed its meaning and even added their own laws. 

Jesus taught the truth about God, and many people, like 
Peter, followed Christ and learned many of these truths 
through Jesus’ teaching and example. 

Jesus commissioned His closest disciples, the Apostles, to  
lead His followers. The apostles taught the truths of God 
to both Jews and gentile communities. Under the inspi-
ration of the Holy Spirit, they eventually wrote what they 
had learned into the books of the New Testament. 

This New Testament Timeline will help you better under-
stand the scriptures, the cultural backgrounds of those 
who lived during those years, and the sequence of histor-
ical events that influenced thought and culture. You will 
learn what God’s people knew about Him, and when they 
came to know Him more fully. 

What Did They Know and 
When Did They Know It?

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16, 17  



New Testament Timeline What did they Know and When did they know it?

Notes:
•	 The timeline includes details related to the birth of Christ to the Council of Nicaea.
•	 All dates are AD, after the birth of Christ.
•	 Dates estimates based on scripture and archaeological findings.
•	 New Testament books are shown on the timeline when they were written. 

Luke

Book Timeline Symbols:
                   When activity described in the book took place.
                   The time between the activity and the writing of the book. 
                   The time when the book was written. 

 
•	 Eras, People and Books areas include keys showing the meanings of the colors.
•	 Books names may reflect the main character or recipient, and not the author. (ex. Timothy, Jude)
•	 The timeline scale in compressed after 100AD.
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      33 
Easter

                                       389
Council of Constantinople

                            30
Jesus begins ministry

                 67
Peter, Paul martyred

                    325 
Council of Nicaea

                       70
Titus destroys Jerusalem

                    79
Vesuvius destroys Pompeii

           64
Fire in Rome

                48
1st Apostolic Council

    46      49   52
Missionary Journeys

                             28
John baptizes Jesus

1
Flee to Egypt

         4  
Return to Nazareth

            12
Jesus found in Temple

             313 
Edict of Milan

        135
Aelia Capitolina 

             132
Bar Kokba revolt

                       115
Jewish Diaspora revolt

          250
Decian persecution 

           255
Plague of Cyprian

34
Paul’s  conversion

        85
Imperial Cult Revived
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1-3 John

Josephus: Jewish Antiquities
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Pliny the Elder: Natural History

Philippians

Josephus: Jewish War

Clement: Letter to the Corinthians

Polycarp: Epistle to the Philippians

Tertullian: Adversus Iudaeos

Cyprian: De Exhortatione Martyrii

Origen: On the First Principles
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Origen of Alexandria
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Arias: Jesus was a created being
Marcion: Jesus was a new God.

King/EmperorPatristic

ProphetApostle

Heretic Other

Valentius: Gnosticism - Jesus was only spirit
Docetism: Jesus human form was illusion
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Patristic Doctrine Roman Church (Latin)Church Expansion
Orthodox Church (Greek)

Domitian Trajan Aurelius Severus
Church

Claudius

Christians disperse across Roman empireChristians are Jewish sect Christianity is a distinct religion


