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Although much of the Old Testament took place in the
Middle East, much of the activity in the New Testament
had moved west, into the lands of the expansive Roman
Empire.

Citizens of Rome called the Mediterranean Sea, Mare
Nostrum, Latin for “our sea” In the first century AD,
their empire encompassed all of southern Europe, most
of north Africa, and deep into Asia in the west. God used
this extensive empire as the starting point to expand
Christianity to the whole world.

Just 70 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus,
Christianity had spread to Asia Minor, Greece, Ita-

ly, Egypt and Syria, as shown in brown in the map. By
300AD, there were churches throughout the empire, as
the tan shading shows. The number of Christians during
those years is difficult to estimate, but the geographical
scope is well documented. Jesus’s disciples in Jerusalem
had multiplied and dispersed throughout almost of the
Roman empire by 300 AD.

This Handout is provided as a Bible study aid. Feel free to copy

and distribute to help others better understand the Scriptures.

Where Did They Go and

How Did They Get There?

During most of human history, walking has been the pri-
mary way of getting from one place to another. The pace
of walking was slow compared to our modern methods.
Rough or wooded terrain were impediments, as were
mountains, rivers and seas.

For that reason, many people in antiquity never traveled
far from their birthplace. But the Bible mentions many
migrations, where people traveled for a variety of rea-
sons. Abraham left his home to looked for the promised
land. Jacob’s family sought out food in Egypt. Jews were
marched to Babylon as captives. Jesus walked to Jerusa-
lem to celebrate Passover.

Each of these travels involved hard work. There were
constant dangers. Travel was not a luxury as it is for many
today. Abraham trusted the one True God, and the first
expression of his faith was to leave his home, trusting
God for provision and protection.

Now the LORD said to Abram,
“Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you.
Genesis 12:1

This Geography of the Bible handout will help you better
understand the places and relationships of biblical places.
But it can also remind you of the providence of God and
the faith of His people who were willing to walk where
He commanded, no matter what the cost.
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Geography Of the Bible WHERE DID THEY GO AND HOw DID THEY GET THERE?

Roman Roads: Augustus Caesar reorganized the management of the Roman road system about
the time Jesus was born. The changes involved new quality standards for aqueducts, drainage
ditches and roads. It was these Romans roads that Paul used as he walked across Asia Minor
and into Macedonia and Greece spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Seven Churches in
Revelation 2-3
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