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 CRITICAL GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH TOOLS 
 
 RESOURCES FOR DOCUMENTATION  
  
 Family Documents 
 Oral History Interviews 
 Census Records (Including “Slave Schedules”) 
 Religious Records 
 Military Records 
 Digitized Newspapers - Chronicling America (crowdsourced), Directory of Historical Newspapers on the Internet 
 Subscription services such as Ancestry.com, Newspaper Archive 
 Primary accounts written at the time 
 Historically researched accounts  
 Artifacts 
 
   CONTEXTUALIZING QUESTIONS 
 
 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 What were global, national, and local events which impacted choices and opportunities? 
 When did a given event occur? (Date or Date Range or Era) 
 What laws had an impact on choices and opportunities? 
 
 SOCIAL CONTEXT 
 Who else was around? 
 Who was not there who could have or should have been? 
 What values, norms, traditions were prevalent? 
 What economic, political, and or cultural systems, conditions, or specific circumstances had impact? 
 
 HIDDEN FOUR P FACTORS (Re: Immigration) 
 Push Factors: What drives people to emigrate from their country of origin? 
 Pull Factors: What are desirable and favorable conditions that motivate change? 
 Punishing Factors: What are the negative experiences that punish or marginalize people upon arrival? 
 Privileging Factors: What are positive incentives or resources that privilege people upon arrival? 
  
 ADDITIONAL READINGS |  RESOURCES 
  
 PERSONAL STORIES FROM GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH in the Journal Genealogy 

Edited By Christine Sleeter    https://www.mdpi.com/si/24136 
  
 Mica Pollock: Flipping Our Scripts About Undocumented Immigration 
 Chantae Still: What It Means For Her Grandmother to “Walk Tall” 
 Avril Bell: Reverberating Historical Privilege 
 
 PERSONAL STORIES FROM GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH at the ChristineSleeter.org Blog 

 
 Traci Wilson-Kleekamp: Esoteric Clues www.christinesleeter.org/esoteric-clues 
 Brenda Johnson: 4 Generations of One Family’s Perspectives on Racism www.christinesleeter.org/perspectives-on-racism 
  
 PERSONAL STORIES FROM THE PBS SERIES, FINDING YOUR ROOTS   
  
 with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and Director of the Hutchins Center for African & 

African American Research at Harvard University. https://www.pbs.org/weta/finding-your-roots/ 
 



 

 
 

CRITICAL FAMILY HISTORY | CHRISTINE SLEETER, Ph.D. 
Family History Typically Consists of Identifying Who, What, When & Where. 

Contextualizing Family History Enriches Our Understanding With A Wider Analysis Of Social Power Relationships and Culture. 

D I R E C T I O N S   Use this tool to enrich Who, What, When & Where. Identify how context shaped your ancestors’ worlds. 
How did their opportunities & choices lead to you? Each ancestor may require multiple rows.  
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C h r i s t i n e  E .  S l e e t e r  ( P h D ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n )  i s  P r o f e s s o r  E m e r i t a  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  a t  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M o n t e r e y  B a y .  S h e  i s  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  p a s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  ( D i v i s i o n  K )  o f  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t i o n .  H e r  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  o n  a n t i - r a c i s t  

m u l t i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  e t h n i c  s t u d i e s ,  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  c r i t i c a l  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y .  S h e  

h a s  p u b l i s h e d  o v e r  1 5 0  a r t i c l e s  a n d  2 4  b o o k s .  S h e  r e c e i v e d   t h e  A m e r i c a n  E d u c a t i o n a l  

R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t i o n  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  i n  E d u c a t i o n  A w a r d ,  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  

M u l t i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  E x c e p t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  A w a r d .  F o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p  r e l a t e d  t o  
e d u c a t i o n ,  S l e e t e r  w a s  e l e c t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  2 0 2 0 .  
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