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There is rarely, if ever, a good time to launch a church. Whether 
it was Jesus’ disciples planting the earliest churches in the first 
and second centuries; the early missionaries who took the faith 
to Africa, Asia, and northern Europe; or our own Methodists 
ancestors of the past few centuries who planted churches all 
around the world; they all faced great obstacles.

Likewise, we believe God has called the Global Methodist 
Church into existence in hard times. A pandemic, a brutal war 
in Europe, inflation, and shortages of food and energy threaten 
people all around the world. As governments try to respond to 

these challenges, uncertainty and fear are widespread.

Christians expect hard times. And yet we live by faith and 
hope, knowing the light of Christ shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness will not overcome it. So, whether we live in Africa, 
Europe-Eurasia, the Philippines, the United States, or other 
lands all around the world, we know we must move forward in 
faith as our ancestors did before us. With Christ before us, 
beside us, and behind us, we accept that these are our times, 
our challenges, our trials – and our opportunity to contend for 
the faith! We are called to bear witness to the grace and truth 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ so people lost in the darkness 
might  come to see the light.

In these early days of the Global Methodist Church, let us do 
all we can to foster Christian connection among our local 
churches for the sake of the Gospel. Let us support one 
another. Pray for another. And upbuild one another in the faith 

that was once for all delivered to the saints.

To that end, we send you this digital resource guide to help 
your local church understand who we long to be as 
connected congregations of the Global Methodist Church. 
Please use this, and subsequent guides, and so join with your 

brothers and sisters all around the world in fulfilling the Global 
Methodist Church’s mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
who worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness 
boldly!

Grace and peace, 

The Members of the Transitional Leadership Council 
The Global Methodist Church

OF LOCAL CHURCHES



There are three important ways you can help people  
know the mission, vision, and critical aims of the Global
Methodist Church.

Share our introductory video when people gather 
together for worship and share it at church council or 
administrative board meetings. Also, download the video, 
and include it prominently on your website.

Download and print the seven brochures that introduce 
people to the Global Methodist Church and distribute 
them to the members and friends of your local church.

Download the brief slideshow that introduces people to 
the Global Methodist Church. Share it at church council or 
administrative board meetings, in Sunday School classes, 
and with small groups.

By using these resources, you will give your people the 
opportunity to embrace the mission and vision of the Global 
Methodist Church and connect them with other GM local 
churches all around the world.

Always use the Global Methodist Church’s Branding Book 

to direct you in the proper use of the Church’s logo, name, 
layouts, and color schemes. As a local GM church, you are free to 
use the name and logo, and to add your church’s name to it as long 
as your usage conforms with the GM Church’s Branding Book. To 
receive the high resolution images of the logo, name, layouts, and 
color schemes, please send an email to Rev. Walter Fenton at 
wfenton@globalmethodist.org. Also, if you have questions about 
your proposed usage of the logo and name, please email Rev. 
Fenton. Thank you.

WHO WE ARE TOGETHER
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FAITH FORMATION

JOYFUL 
DISCIPLESHIP
The Global Methodist Church believes 

people have a deep desire to know the 

Truth, and to devote themselves to it 

wholeheartedly. Our Church believes 
Jesus is the Truth, and He calls us to be his 
disciples. Through Christ’s infinite grace 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are 
free to walk the path of joyful obedience to 
God’s calling on our lives.

Fortunately, we walk together as Jesus’ 
disciples. And in doing so we challenge 
one another to give our hearts, minds, 
souls, and bodies to the endeavor of 
growing in the faith. Every Global Methodist 
Church calls all its members – from the very 
young to the very old – to participate in 
classes to study Scripture, learn about the 
richness of the Christian faith, and pursue 
ways to winsomely share it with others. 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ 
who worship passionately, love 
extravagantly, and witness boldly.

OUR M ISSION

GLOBAL DIVERSITY
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The Global Methodist Church celebrates 

and praises God for the gifts women 

bring to all levels of the church. There 
are no barriers to where they can serve in 
the church. Women are joyfully received 
as members in local churches where they 
serve as trustees, lay leaders, Sunday 
school teachers, and many other critical 
roles. Women are also joyfully ordained as 
elders and deacons, and consecrated 
as bishops.

The Global Methodist Church believes 
Scripture and Christian tradition bear 
witness to the importance of women and 
men sharing the responsibility and joy of 
serving the church as its leaders.

WOMEN IN 
MINISTRY
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MISSIONAL PRIORITIES

BIBLICAL TEACHING
& PREACHING

We aim to share with all people the 
whole counsel of God grounded in 
Scripture, and advance the fulfillment 
of the Kingdom of God in every part 
of the world.

TRANSFORMATIONAL
DISCIPLESHIP

We are intentional about the mission 
of making, developing, nurturing, and 
deploying disciples of Jesus Christ 
through small groups where every 
person can be invited, challenged, 
supported, and held accountable to 
live lives that reflect the character 
and mission of Christ.
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OUR ORGANIZATIONAL 
DISTINCTIVES

From apostolic times, ordained people 
have been set apart and entrusted with 
the task of defending the Apostolic faith. 
They have overseen and led the church 
in its mission to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and to spread scriptural holiness 
across the world. Therefore, the Global 
Methodist Church is led, equipped, and 
supervised by an episcopacy modeled after 
that of the early centuries of Christianity 
and stemming from the historic line of 
Methodist bishops.

We share John Wesley’s conviction that 
bishops and elders are part of the same 
New Testament order. Therefore, bishops 
in the Global Methodist Church represent a 
specialized ministry rather than a separate 
order, and are consecrated rather than 
ordained to their o!ce. The role of bishop 
is a sacred trust held for a defined period of 
time; it is not a lifelong o!ce.

LEADERSHIP BISHOPS

To make disciples of Jesus Christ 
who worship passionately, love 
extravagantly, and witness boldly.
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BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE 
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Many people will become a member 

of the Global Methodist Church when 

their local church becomes a member 

congregation. However, some who want 
to join the Global Methodist Church will 
not immediately have a congregation 
available to join. Our Church is creating 
pathways for people to join as associate 
members of local churches in other 
communities, while they discern their 
options for forming a congregation 
in their own community. We believe 
faithfulness, prayer, patience, and 
sacrificial giving will lead to new local 
churches that will flourish and grow well 
into the future.  We should never forget 
that every local congregation in Christian 
history started where two or three were 
gathered in His name.

GMC PATHWAYS

OUR VALUES
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Supported by fervent prayers, faithful 

discernment, and a sure hope for the 

future, the Global Methodist Church is 

a Holy Spirit inspired movement.

We invite you to learn more about us, 
and to join other brothers and sisters 
around the world for a bright and bold 
new future!

The Global Methodist Church’s 
beliefs and practices are set forth in 
a Transitional Book of Doctrines and 
Discipline, available on its website, 
during the period culminating in its 
convening General Conference.

The Global Methodist Church is 

for all people who wish to join in a 

“methodical,” practical, and warm-

hearted pursuit of loving God and 

serving others as Jesus’ disciples in 

the world.

Through the organization and published 
works of John and Charles Wesley, 
the Methodist movement’s founders, a 
distinctly Methodist articulation of the 
Christian faith and life was developed. 

Methodism placed particular emphasis 
on the universal work of grace, the new 
birth, and the fullness of salvation. The 
movement set as its mission: “to reform 
the nation, especially the church, and 
spread scriptural holiness over the land.”

METHODIST 
DISTINCTIVES

AFRICA

EUROPE

EURASIA

THE PHILIPPINES

THE UNITED STATES
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Supported by fervent prayers, 

faithful discernment, and a sure hope 

for the future, the Global Methodist 

Church is a Holy Spirit inspired 

movement. We invite you to join us in 
making disciples who make disciples, 
believing that Jesus Christ is the way, 
the Truth, and the life. As we witness 
in both word and deed, we envision a 
Church where all are welcomed and 
encouraged by faith.
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