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Mass Schedule 

Saturday:  4:00 p.m. 
Sunday:    9:00 a.m. 
               11:30 a.m. (Polish) 
                 4:00 p.m.  

Holy Days: see website & bulletin 

First Friday:   6:30 p.m.  

Purgatorial Society Mass  

Adoration: Sunday 3-4:00 p.m. 
          

Weekday Mass Schedule 

(in Saint Pope John Paul II Chapel 

Monday  -  Friday   6:30 p.m. 
 (Adoration 5:30-6:25pm each evening)  

     Saturday    8:00 a.m.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confession on Saturday:  3:00-3:45 p.m. 

and on weeknights before Mass  

Confession December 19th  

12:00-2:00pm  5:00-7:00pm 

Parish Office Business Hours  
Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Evening  

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

January 1, 2023  †  SOLEMNITY OF MARY † 

St. Hedwig Church welcomes you … 
We the faithful of Saint Hedwig Parish, a Catholic Community, 
are committed to living and sharing the Gospel values as  
disciples of Jesus Christ, celebrating our lives together around 
the table of the Eucharist and other sacramental times during 
our  journey of faith.  

    JEZU  UFAM  TOBIE     JEZU  UFAM  TOBIE 

      sthedwigde               sthedwigdelaware 



D ear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

   The reading from Numbers, known as the “priestly blessing,” 
recounts the blessing the Aaronite priests were to say over the 
people of Israel. Though placed back into the period of Moses 
and Aaron, the prayer likely was used at the end of worship 
services in the temple. The blessing invites the presence of God 
(“let his face shine upon you” [Numbers 6:25] to dwell among 
the people. In poetic form, it states that God’s blessing will 
keep the people, God’s presence will be gracious, and when 
God’s attention is directed toward Israel, there will be peace. In 
response to this blessing, the Israelites were to bear God’s 
name, making them a sign of God’s presence, grace, and peace 
(Numbers 6:27). 
    Countering rival evangelists, Paul reminds the Galatians that 
they are no longer bound by the law. As people baptized into 
Christ, the Galatians are now adopted children of God who 
have received the Spirit of God, enabling them to call God 
“Abba.” 
    Where Matthew introduces magi from the East as the first 
visitors to the Christ child, Luke has shepherds. Matthew means 
to show the universal dimensions of Jesus’ birth, while Luke 
emphasizes the lifting up of the lowly (Luke 1:52). In today’s 
reading, the shepherds share the message made known to them 
by the angels and all are amazed. The Greek word thaumazo 
means to marvel or wonder at, and becomes the frequent re-
sponse of the crowds towards Jesus’ teaching and miracles 
(Luke 8:25; 11:14). Mary is said to treasure or preserve 
(suntereo) these things in her heart. A similar word is used of 
Mary’s actions in Luke 2:19, where she keeps these things in 
her heart. Mary’s response to the prophetic announcements and 
angelic encounters demonstrates that unlike the crowds who 
only marvel, she takes it all to heart, the foundational stance of 
a believer (Luke 8:15; 24:32). 
   

                                                   God bless,  
                                                       Fr. Andrew 

K ochani Parafianie, 

 Dzisiaj jest, jak wiadomo, nie tylko poczatek 
Nowego Roku kalendarzowego, lecz takze a raczej 
przede wszystkim – Uroczystosc sw. Bozej Rodzicielki 
czyli swieto Macierzynstwa Najswietszej Marii Panny. 
Dlatego zostaje przypomniany tekst Pawla – jedyny 
zreszta tekst Pawla – z wyrazna wzmianka o Matce Bo-
zej, zwanej tu dosc enigmatycznie “niewiasta”. Warto 
jednak pamietac, ze Jezus, przed swoja smiercia na 
krzyzu, powiedzial do Marii: “Niewiasto, oto syn twoj”. 
    O Jezusie zas mowi Pawel przy tej okazji, ze jest 
Synem Boga, co rzutuje, rzecz jasna, w sposob wyrazny 
takze na macierzynska godnosc Marii. 
    Dwie okolicznosci okreslaja takze nieco dokladniej 
same narodziny Jezusa: przyszedl na swiat “gdy nadeszla 
pelnia czasu” i narodzil sie “pod prawem”.  
    Dla nas, grzesznikow, najwazniejszy jest jednak cel 
ziemskich narodzin Jezusa: przychodzi, aby nas wykupic 
z niewoli grzechu i obdarzyc godnoscia przybranych 
dzieci Bozych. Od tego czasu w sercach naszych za-
mieszka Duch Syna Bozego i wolno nam juz bedzie Boga 
nazywac naszym Ojcem. Jasne wiec, ze od tego momentu 
nie bedziemy juz niewolnikami grzechu, lecz synami 
Bozymi i bedziemy mieli prawo do dziedziczenia z 
Jezusem Chrystusem dobr nadprzyrodzonych. 
    Pierwszymi swiadkami narodzin Jezusa byli: Matka 
Boza i sw. Jozef. Oni pierwsi sposrod ludzi pozdrowili 
Nowonarodzonego. Potem odezwaly sie niebiosa, skad 
poplynely jakby podwojne zyczenia: wiekszej chwaly 
Bogu Najwyzszemu w niebie i pokoju ludziom na ziemi. 
Nam rowniez warto o tych zyczeniach pamietac, gdy 
sobie skladamy nasze ludzkie zyczenia. 
    Sposrod ludzi zas, po Matce Bozej i sw. Jozefie 
pojawili sie pasterze. Oni to stali sie rowniez pierwszymi 
apostolami przyjscia na swiat Jezusa. Az dwukrotnie 
zaznacza Lukasz, ze opowiadali o wszystkim, co zostalo 
im objawione wielbiac i wyslawiajac Boga. 
    Inaczej natomiast reagowala Maryja. Ona 
“zachowywala wszystkie te sprawy i rozwazala je w 
swoim sercu”. Trudno Jej sie dziwic. Jej stosunek do 
Jezusa musial byc inny. Stala sie matka wszelkiej 
chrzescijanskiej kontemplacji. 
    Niech wiec, “Pan zwroci ku wam swoje oblicze i niech 
was obdarzy pokojem”. Amen. 
     
 

    Szczesc Boze, 
                                                        Ks. Julian  
 
 

†  Słowo Księdza Wikariusza   † 

                   
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 

Dec. 17 & 18 $ 3732.00 

Offertory Envelopes—$  2982.00                                                                                                                                                   
& Special Collections —$ 750.00 

 
We appreciate your generosity and thank you. 



WELCOME TO THE CHURCH OF ST. HEDWIG                                                                                          

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Father Andrew,  Katie, Joe Rybaltowski, 
Fran Golden, John Yasik,  Bri Iacona, 
Rosalie Wilner, Mary Ann Romano,     

Anna Kaminska, Wanda Weikel,              
Evor Olson,  Sharon Kozlowski,  

Cindy,  Dot,  Joe, Hanna, Terry,  Ale-
ksander,  

Janet Karick,  Lori Weikel,  Erin Rathmanner,  
John & Sally Sitek, John & Marie Larouche,  Jack 

McDermott, Rudolf Wolanin, Josephine Szczerba and 
her brothers, Emma Kozlowski, Sr. Vickey Bartlowski 

and Frank Kuharski 
 

HEAL THEM O LORD! 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from the staff of The Dialog!   

Pick up our annual Christmas edition in 
the back of church beginning on Dec. 
17th. The next edition of The Dialog will 
be on January 13, 2023. As always, up-to-
the-minute Catholic news for Delaware 
and Maryland's Eastern Shore is availa-
ble online at TheDialog.org.  We thank all 
our dedicated readers and advertisers for 
your support throughout the year!  

Catholic Forum  Radio   
Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  Next Satur-

day,January 7th, tune-in to hear an interview with 

Allison Gingras, author of the new book, 

“Encountering Signs of Faith: My Unexpected Jour-

ney with Sacramentals, the Saints, and the Abun-

dant Grace of God.” Catholic Forum airs on Satur-

day afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 640. You 

can listen online anytime at cdow.org/

CatholicForum, or by searching “Catholic Forum” 

on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Amazon Music 

podcasts.  For photos, information regarding up-

coming guests, links and more, “Like” Catholic Fo-

rum on Facebook at facebook.com/CatholicForum 

 
MANY THANKS  

 
to those who donated to the Winter Clothing 

Drive.  Over 140 new items (hats, gloves, 
socks, scarves) were received, and 7 bags of 

used items were collected.  All have been 
delivered for distribution to those in need.  

Little Sisters of the Poor   

 
 

A weekend for single women ages 18-35  
“Sacredness of Life Retreat Weekend”  

with the Little Sisters of the Poor 
January 13 -15, 2023  

Speakers include Sophia Mittman, Susan 
Middleton, Sarah Lage 

 
 
Contact: Sister Janet Mary by January 3, 2023 
302-368-5886 or vocneark@littlesistersofthepoor.org 

Riverbright Wilmington 
Holiday Magic 

 
 

There’s holiday magic to be discovered on 
the Wilmington Riverfront! Riverbright 
Wilmington is a free, walkable seasonal 
lightshow all along the Riverwalk. This 
year’s Holiday Magic display features hun-
dreds of thousands of bulbs, plus themed 
displays and activities, including a visit 
from Santa Claus. Beginning at dusk every 
night through the New Year, stroll the 
Riverwalk and take in the Holiday Magic!  



†   Sanctuary Lamp   † 

 
 

 

 

signifying the Eucharistic Presence  
of  Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 

will burn this week in loving memory of  

Helen Szotkieurez 

as requested by Irene Kryatopolski & 
Family 

Monday, January 2, 2023     
6:30pm Living and Deceased Members of the Thompson 
 Family 
 Int. Family     
 
Tuesday, January 3, 2023     
6:30pm Suzanne Shields Boucher 
 Int. Joseph Nasik 
 
Wednesday, January 4, 2023     
6:30pm Rocci Rapposelli 
 Int. Mary Ann & Family 
       
Thursday, January 5, 2023     
6:30pm Joseph F, Ruthowski  
 Int. Clare, Joanne, & Family    
     
Friday, January 6, 2023     
6:30pm Purgatorial Society Members    
     
Saturday, January 7, 2023     
8am Renee, June, & Parker Dorsey    
 Int. Sandra Murphy   
4pm Joseph & Mary Ellen Olson   
 Int. Love, Mom, dad, Joseph, & Family  
  
Sunday, January 8, 2023 the Epiphany of the Lord  
9am Living & Deceased Members of the  
 Holy Rosary Society   
11:30am Edward Sawicki  
 Int. Wife, Czeslawa    
4pm Alfred Rutkowski 
 Int. Children, Grandchildren, & Great Grandchildren  

Sacrament of Baptism: Call the Par ish Office dur ing office 
hours to make arrangements for Baptism. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples should call the 
Parish Office so that the proper preparation may be made at 
least one year in advance of the planned wedding date. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: One-half hour before daily 
Mass in the Chapel, Monday—Thursday and on Saturday   
from 3:00– 3:45 p.m. in Church; or by appointment. 
 

Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist:  Please call the 
parish office to arrange for Communion, Confession, and/or 
Anointing of the Sick. Parishioners who are planning surgery 
should contact the priest to receive the Anointing of the Sick 
before the surgery.  
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults): All adults 
who are discerning readiness to join the Catholic Church and 
are interested in becoming Catholic or completing their sacra-
ments should call the Parish Office. All are welcome.  
 

Religious Education Classes (CCD): Children not attending 
Catholic School are educated in the faith through our Religious 
Education Program. Please contact the Office of Religious  
Education and leave a message at 594-1400 Ext. 4. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN "ACTIVE CATHOLIC?" 

Frequently, those seeking to celebrate Marriage, have children 
baptized or serve as sponsors for Confirmation or Baptism 
request a letter stating that they are parishioners. To receive 
such a letter, one must be registered and in our parish records, 
attend Mass regularly, & be committed to a stewardship of 
time/talent/treasure. If you would like to become a registered 
parishioner, please consider filling out a registration/census 
form located on the table in the back of the Church.  
 

Parish Membership: We welcome new par ishioners and all 
who wish to join our Parish Family. To register, call or visit 
the Parish Office.  Registration forms are available on the table 
in the back of the Church.  Please drop the form in the collec-
tion basket or mail it to the Parish Office.    
                                                                                                                             
Holy Rosary Society:  Members attend Mass monthly on 
the Sunday following First Friday. Recitation of the Rosary 
begins one-half hour before Mass. New members are always 
welcome. For more information call the Parish Office at 302-
594-1400, ext. 0. 
 

Knights of Columbus, Pope John Paul Council 7608: Meets 
the second Tuesday of every month. Mass at 6:30 pm in the 
Chapel, followed by meeting. New members welcome. Contact 
John Lagowski, Grand Knight.   
 

Our Lady, Queen of Peace Prayer Group: Meets on Thurs-
day evenings immediately following the 6:30 p.m. Mass in the 
Chapel. All are welcome to join us in prayer.  
 

The Gift that Keeps on Giving: In your  will you can re-
member your loved ones and the institutions that have been 
important in  your life. We hope St. Hedwig merits your  
consideration. 



T a k e  t i m e  t o  p r a y  
Find a quite place and time. Prayer can be done any-

where but it is good to have a place that is conducive to 

relaxing and focusing our attention on God.  

         

 January 1–  New Years Day      
 

 January 2– Diocesan Holiday 
 

 January 3– 1:00pm Mass 
 

 January 6-  First Friday 
 

    

ANNUAL WEDDING MASS  WITH BISHOP 
The Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on 
World Marriage Sunday, February 12, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. 
at Saint Margaret of Scotland Church in Newark. The 
Mass coincides with National Marriage Week, February 7 
through 12.  For information, please contact the Office 
for Marriage and Family Life 302-295-0657 
or egaus@cdow.org. 

 


