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May 2026
Dear Candidate,

Marine Protected Areas: Ending Scotland's Paper Park Scandal


I am writing as a constituent who lives on Scotland's coast and cares deeply about the health of our seas and the communities that depend on them. I urge you, as a candidate for the Scottish Parliament, to make a firm commitment to transforming Scotland's Marine Protected Areas from designations on a map into places where marine life can genuinely recover.

Scotland has one of the most ambitious marine protection networks in the world on paper — over 230 Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) covering approximately a third of our seas. Yet the reality for communities like mine, living on Scotland's coastline, is deeply frustrating: the overwhelming majority of these sites have no active management measures in place.
Bottom trawling and dredging — the very activities most damaging to the fragile seabed habitats these MPAs were designed to protect — continue unchecked within their boundaries. Maerl beds, flame shell reefs, and cold-water coral, all of which are found within Scottish MPAs, remain as vulnerable as they were before designation. Even NatureScot has acknowledged this management gap in its own reviews.
The contrast with land-based nature protection is stark. We would never designate a national nature reserve on land and then permit bulldozers to operate freely within it. Yet this is precisely what is happening in our seas.

With the 2026 Scottish Parliament elections approaching, I am writing to every candidate in my constituency to ask what they will do — concretely — to end Scotland's 'paper park' scandal and ensure our MPAs deliver the marine recovery they were promised.

My question to you is: Scotland has designated over 230 Marine Protected Areas covering roughly a third of our seas — yet without enforceable management plans, bottom trawling and dredging continue unchecked within their boundaries. Will you commit to ending the 'paper park' scandal by introducing statutory management measures with real teeth, so that Scotland's MPAs protect marine life in practice, not just on a map?

I would welcome a response before the election, and I am happy to discuss this issue further. Scotland's seas are a shared inheritance — they deserve more than lines on a chart.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
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