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To: Interested Parties  

From: Lake Research Partners 

Re:  Findings from Survey Research in Four Battleground States  

Date: June 30, 2022 

Methodology 
MoveOn commissioned Lake Research Partners to design and administer an online survey of 300 
likely 2022 voters in each of four battleground states – Arizona, Georgia, Pennsylvania, and 
Wisconsin – as well as 200 Democratic surge voters across the four states. The survey fielded 
between June 6-14, 2022. The sample was drawn from an online panel and screened to be likely 
2022 voters and weighted to be reflective of the electorate. The margin of error for each state is 
+/-5.7%. 

The survey was fielded before the U.S. Supreme Court released its decision in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization. The data may have shifted in the aftermath, presumably 
increasing the urgency with which voters view access to abortion and their willingness to engage 
on the issue. 

Key Findings 
Motivation and Turnout 
Electorates in battleground states lean heavily in support of abortion rights. The Supreme 
Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade runs counter to public sentiment in Arizona, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin where, like many states, access to safe, legal abortions – among 
other aspects of people’s reproductive healthcare – could cease to exist in the wake of the 
Supreme Court’s decision. This is key to picking up swing voters. In all four states, more voters 
identify as pro-choice1 than identify as Democrats. 

     Arizona 

● Arizona voters support abortion by a 22-point margin. A solid 60% of Arizona likely voters 
either believe abortion should be legal and generally available and subject to only limited 
regulation (41%) or that regulation of abortion is necessary, although it should remain legal 
in many circumstances (19%).  

 
1 Pro-choice is defined as voters who believe abortion should be generally available or that regulation of abortion 
is necessary although it should be remain legal in many circumstances.  
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● Just under two in five (38%) oppose abortion in all or most circumstances. Of those 38% of 
voters, 23% believe abortion should be legal only in cases of rape, incest, or to save the life 
of a pregnant person, and just 15% believe all abortions should be made illegal.  

Georgia 

● Georgia voters support abortion by a 10-point margin. Half (51%) of Georgia likely voters 
believe abortion should either be legal and generally available and subject to only limited 
regulation (31%) or that regulation of abortion is necessary, although it should remain legal 
in many circumstances (20%).  

● Two in five (41%) oppose abortion in all or most circumstances. Of those 41% of voters, 29% 
believe abortion should be legal only in cases of rape, incest, or to save the life of a pregnant 
person, and just 12% believe all abortions should be made illegal.  

Wisconsin 

● Wisconsin voters support abortion by a 19-point margin. Over half (58%) of Wisconsin likely 
voters believe abortion should either be legal and generally available and subject to only 
limited regulation (38%), or that regulation of abortion is necessary, although it should 
remain legal in many circumstances (20%).  

● Nearly two in five (38%) oppose abortion in all or most circumstances. Of those 38% of voters, 
25% believe abortion should be legal only in cases of rape, incest, or to save the life of a 
pregnant person, and just 13% believe all abortions should be made illegal.  

Pennsylvania 

● Pennsylvania voters support abortion by a 14-point margin. Fifty-six percent (56%) of 
Pennsylvania likely voters either believe abortion should be legal and generally available and 
subject to only limited regulation (37%) or that regulation of abortion is necessary, although 
it should remain legal in many circumstances (18%).  

● Two in five (41%) oppose abortion in all or most circumstances. Of those 41% of voters, 33% 
believe abortion should be legal only in cases of rape, incest, or to save the life of a pregnant 
person, and just 8% believe all abortions should be made illegal.  

The issue of access to safe, legal abortions energizes midterm voters to turn out in November 
and use their vote to protect abortion access in their state. Democrats and pro-choice voters 
are very motivated to turn out in November in support of candidates who will protect people’s 
right to choose an abortion. They are much more energized to vote in response to the decision 
to overturn Roe and/or a possible abortion ban in their state than are Republicans or voters 
who oppose abortion in all or most circumstances. Republicans and anti-choice voters are 
motivated to vote in November on a range of issues, but decidedly less so in response to abortion 
access/bans specifically. 
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● A majority of voters in each state reported that overturning Roe makes them very motivated 
to vote in November (pre-the June 24 Supreme Court decision), including 59% of voters in 
Arizona, 52% in Georgia, 63% in Pennsylvania, and 54% in Wisconsin. Just the threat of 
overturning Roe was even more motivating to voters than the possibility of abortion bans, 
the future of which had yet to be determined at the time the survey was conducted. Fifty-
two percent (52%) of Arizona voters, 55% percent of Georgia voters, 56% of Pennsylvania 
voters, and 48% are Wisconsin voters are very motivated to turn out in November in response 
to abortion bans. 

● Democrats are mobilizing in support of abortion rights in battleground states. Even before 
the Supreme Court announced its decision on Roe, upwards of seven in ten Democrats in 
every state professed being very motivated to vote in November in response to a forthcoming 
decision to overturn Roe or state-level abortion bans2. Democrats and pro-choice voters are 
mobilizing to turn out in November in response to abortion laws in significantly higher 
numbers than Republicans or voters who oppose abortion in each state. 

Does [overturning Roe v Wade/banning abortion] make you VERY motivated to vote in November, 
SOMEWHAT motivated to vote, NOT too motivated to vote, or NOT at all motivated to vote? (Data from 
combined split sampled questions) 

% Very Motivated Arizona Georgia Pennsylvania Wisconsin 
Democrat 74 69 78 77 
Independent/Weak 
Partisan 

41 39 44 34 

Republican 53 49 50 43 
     
Pro-Choice3 59 61 68 60 
Anti-Choice4 53 52 51 41 

 

● Voters in every state are more than twice as likely to vote for candidates who support 
abortion rights than they are to vote for those who support a ban. What’s more, pro-choice 
voters in each state are significantly more likely to engage on the issue by voting for 
candidates who pro-actively support abortion access, than anti-choice voters are to vote for 
candidates who support banning abortion. 

 
2 Two separate split sampled questions were asked. Half the sample in each state was asked whether overturning 
Roe makes them very motivated, somewhat motivated, not too, or not at all motivated to vote in November. The 
other half was asked whether banning abortion makes them very motivated, somewhat motivated, not too, or not 
at all motivated to vote in November. Findings provided in the table are based on combined responses from the 
two questions. 
3 Pro-choice is defined as voters who believe abortion should be generally available or that regulation of abortion 
is necessary although it should be remain legal in many circumstances.  
4 Anti-choice is defined as voters who believe all abortions should be made illegal or who believe abortion should 
only be legal in the most extreme cases, such as to save the life of the person or in the cases of rape and incest. 
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How likely would you be to take any of the following actions when it comes to abortion access—very 
likely, somewhat likely, a little likely, or not likely at all? 

% Very Likely/Very & 
Somewhat Likely 

Arizona Georgia Pennsylvania Wisconsin 

Vote for a candidate who 
supports abortion access5 

41/58 34/51 46/51 41/52 

Vote for a candidate who 
supports banning abortion6 

21/33 19/31 19/27 19/33 

 

% Very Likely Arizona 
Pro-Choice 

Georgia 
Pro-Choice 

Pennsylvania 
Pro-Choice 

Wisconsin 
Pro-Choice 

Vote for a candidate who 
supports abortion access7 

56 55 70 61 

 

% Very Likely Arizona 
Anti-Choice 

Georgia 
Anti-Choice 

Pennsylvania 
Anti-Choice 

Wisconsin 
Anti-Choice 

Vote for a candidate who 
supports banning abortion8 

43 38 37 34 

 

There are many issues competing for voters’ attention at this time, not the least of which are gas 
prices and inflation. Candidates should take note: voters are ready to hold them accountable in 
November for ensuring or restricting people’s access to abortion. 

 

 
5 Split Sampled Question. Asked of 150 voters in each state. 
6 Split Sampled Question. Asked of 150 voters in each state. 
7 Split Sampled Question. Asked of 150 voters in each state. 
8 Split Sampled Question. Asked of 150 voters in each state. 
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