
While the monthly park clean ups are on pause until Spring, the Downing Park Committee is actively gathering information and working on different aspects that will support the QR code tour project that will begin in January.  

We are meeting with the Boys and Girls Club of Newburgh later this month to see if a partnership is a good fit for spring/summer.    

The Downing Park Conservancy invited our committee to their holiday party at the Silk Factory in Newburgh as a thank you for all of our efforts.

Pam Breeman attended the Olmsted Network Annual Conference in Washington, DC with the president and another member of the Downing Park Conservancy.  It was a very informative few days. Please see Pams notes below.

The next committee meeting is January 26th @ 1PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Martine Najork & Carolyn Newman
Donning Park Committee Co-Chairs[image: ]
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Defending Common Ground: An Olmsted Parks Intensive

Annual Conference: October 2326, 2025
Weningon. 5. an)

Qe
Introduction

1have orgarized my comments and notes inchvoncogicalorde of the conference. Sadly, number of
the events were unavaiable due to the government shutdonn. These events have beennoted withan".
Attencing vith me were Alson Fiosa, presicent, and Miann Marichal member,of the Downing Park
‘Conservancy Board

Thursday, October 23:

“200-300 PM: The Oimsted Collsctons on the Manuseript Divison of the Library of
‘Congress[Barbara Bi Historian & Curator,Lieary of Congress and Loretta Deaver, Referance Libarian,
Liraryof Congress.

00-6:00 PM: Welcome ReceptionlUICC Church

Friday, October 24: Offces of the American Sosiety of Landscaps A

9:00 AM: Doors Open{Coffee and LightBreakfast

9:30-10:00 AM: WelcomelWiam B, Oimsted Network Board Co-Chat, and Sue Bretkopf,
Okmstec Network Presicert

10:00-10:45 AM: Keynote: The Olmsted Fim in Washington, DC.|Lauren Meier, FASLA,
HstorcalLandscape Consultant (Concord, MA).

PENotes: T presentation was filed with much iformaton about decisions made in the.
planning of the Washington Ml homever, my biggest takeaney was that the contriuton of OUR
Ancrew Jackson Downing 1 s project wes 3 monumental one  he & crected with mtroducing the
dea of the ma. Ms. Maier 350 nted Dowring's e in ntroducing the idea o 3 park n New York City:
the tragedy of s carly death, his widely respected acciaim, and being resporsibie for comnecting
Otmsted and Vaux

10451115 AM; Case Stucy: The Role of Community Engagement & Capacity Buiding in
‘Shaping Publi Spaces}Amna McCorvey, Executive eDirector, Rver East Design Center and Serior
Equitati Manager, Ttn Sreet Bridge Park (Washington, D).

PENotes Interesting “workehog format.  We ware prviced with 3 table consitng of the.
folowing categores: Inform, Consilt, Involve, Colaborate, and Empower. See below for detaled
breakdonn. In desigring the project that was dscussed, Ms. McCorvey spent tme expliing ho to -
ot only Gather input from communites - but how to INFORM communites of municil projecs
Oftentimes, communites arenot aware of projects,or
theirimpct on neighbarhoscds.

e organizaton produced a pampliet called Back to i O Engagement
Basics Mobile” wich not ony nformed commanities of

projects,but provided away to tack progress, AND subrit
publc comment. Thiswas a great educational ool -
believe our Consenvancy friends wilfolow up on .





