
Wednesday, December 3, 2025 
5:00pm - 7:00pm ................................ Salons 7-10 
 EXPO Hall  |  Display Table set-up 
 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 
8:00am - 4:30am ...................... Conference Foyer 
 Registration 
8:00am - 9:00am ................................ Salons 7-10 
 Networking, Refreshments, & EXPO Hall  
9:00am - 9:15am................................... Salons 1-5 
 Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Brian Buuck, TAMHO President, Chief Executive Officer, 
Ridgeview Behavioral Health, Oak Ridge, TN 

Alysia Smith Knight, Executive Director, Tennessee 
Association of Mental Health Organizations (TAMHO), 
Franklin, TN 

9:15am - 10:15am ................................. Salons 1-5 
Shared Goals, Shared Solutions: Advancing 
Housing Stability and Behavioral Health in 
Tennessee 
Opening Remarks: Alysia Smith Knight, Executive 

Director, Tennessee Association of Mental Health 
Organizations (TAMHO), Franklin, TN 

Moderator and Panel Introductions: Ben Middleton, 
Chief Executive Officer, Centerstone Tennessee, Nashville, 
TN 

Panelists :  
Laurie Powell, Chief Executive Officer, Alliance Healthcare 

Services, Memphis, TN 
Jessica Carlton, MSSW, Director of Homeless & Recovery 

Services, McNabb Center, Knoxville, TN 
Amanda Bracht, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Park Center, Nashville, TN 
Neru Gobin, Director, Office of Housing and Homeless 

Services, TN Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services, Nashville, TN 

10:15am - 10:30am ............................ Salons 7-10 
 Networking Break, EXPO Hall, & 

Refreshments 
10:30am - 11:30am .............................. Salons 1-5 
 From Loss to Legacy: Transforming Systems 

to Better Serve Individuals with Co-
Occurring Disorders 
Opening Remarks and Speaker Introduction: Cindy 

Sneed, Director of TN Co-Occurring Disorders 
Collaborative (TNCODC), Tennessee Association of Mental 
Health Organizations (TAMHO), Franklin, TN 

Speaker: Stephanie Marquesano, Founder & President, 
the harris project, Westchester, NY 

11:30am - 11:45am .................................... Salon 6 
 Transition to Awards Luncheon & Ceremony 
 11:45am - 1:30pm ..................................... Salon 6 
 TAMHO Annual Awards Ceremony & 

Luncheon 
Welcome Remarks: Chloe Ligon-Smith, Director of 

Policy & Advocacy, Tennessee Association of Mental 
Health Organizations (TAMHO), Franklin, TN 

Opening Remarks: Alysia Smith Knight, Executive 
Director, Tennessee Association of Mental Health 
Organizations (TAMHO), Franklin, TN 

 

President's Remarks: Brian Buuck, TAMHO President & 
Chief Executive Officer, Ridgeview Behavioral Health 
Services, Oak Ridge, TN 

Ceremony Emcee: Michael Yates, Director of 
Development, Ridgeview Behavioral Health Services, Oak 
Ridge, TN 

1:30pm - 1:45pm ................................... Salons 1-5 
 Transition to General Session  
1:45pm - 2:45pm ................................... Salons 1-5 
 Prevention in Action: Bringing Co-Occurring 

Disorder (COD) Prevention to Schools and 
Communities 
Opening Remarks and Speaker Introduction 
Chloe Ligon-Smith, Director of Policy and Advocacy, 

Tennessee Association of Mental Health Organizations 
(TAMHO), Franklin, TN 

Speaker 
Stephanie Marquesano, Founder & President, the harris 

project, Westchester, NY 

2:45pm - 3:00pm ................................ Salons 7-10 
 Networking Break, EXPO Hall, & 

Refreshments 
3:00pm - 4:15pm .................................. Salons 1-5 
 The Overlooked Overlap: Building Better 

Pathways for IDD and Behavioral Health 
Opening Remarks and Panel Introduction: Jimmie 

Jackson, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer, 
Professional Care Services of West TN, Inc., Covington, TN 

Session Moderator: Bruce Davis, PhD, BCBA-D, Sr. LPE, 
LPC, Deputy Commissioner of Clinical Services, TN 
Department of Disability & Aging, Nashville, TN 



Panelists 
Kristie Hammonds, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Frontier Health, Gray, TN 
Robert Edmonds, Senior Vice President of Operations, 

Volunteer Behavioral Health Care System, Murfreesboro, 
TN 

Renea Bentley, EdD, LPC/MHSP, Executive Director - 
Behavioral Health, Wellpoint, Nashville, TN 

Nora Buckley, Chief Operations Officer, MHDS, Inc., 
Jackson, TN 

4:15pm .......................................Conference Foyer 

 Adjourn for Day 1 

Friday, December 13, 2024 
8:00am - 8:30am ...................... Conference Foyer 
 Registration 
8:00am - 8:30am ................................ Salons 7-10 
 Networking, Refreshments, & EXPO Hall 

 
 

 

 
8:30am - 10:00am.................................. Salon 1-5 

Everyday Kindness: The Art & Science of 
Gratitude and Compliments 
Opening Remarks and Speaker Introduction: Mona 

Blanton-Kitts, President and Chief Executive Officer, 
McNabb Center, Knoxville, TN 

Speaker: Laura Leone, DSW, MSSW, LMSW, Senior 
Consultant, National Council for Mental Wellbeing  

10:00am ....................................... Conference Foyer 

CONFERENCE LANDING PAGE 


