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As we come to the end of another school year, we also conclude our
Religious Education classes—a time rich in learning, growth, and spiritual
formation. As Pilgrims of Hope, Anchored in Christ, we give thanks for all

that God has done in and through our students this year.
We celebrate the joyful milestones reached by our students, especially

those who received the sacraments of First Holy Communion and
Confirmation. Our First Communion celebration on May 3, 2026, is a

beautiful and sacred moment, as our young people received Jesus in the
Eucharist for the first time. These sacraments mark not an end, but the

beginning of a deeper journey in faith, as our students step forward with
renewed hearts and spirits.

As the month of May unfolds, we honor the Blessed Virgin Mary,
dedicating this time to her through prayer, devotion, and celebration.

Through her example, we are reminded of the grace, strength, and
faithfulness to which we are all called.

This year also brings a meaningful transition in our parish family. We
extend our heartfelt gratitude to Father Marcin for his guidance,

leadership, and care for our community. As we say goodbye, we do so
with appreciation and prayers for his continued ministry. At the same

time, we joyfully welcome Father Marek Jurzyk, who will begin the new
year with us. We look forward to the blessings and new beginnings his

presence will bring to our parish.
Our final day of Religious Education classes will be May 6, 2026, and we
will celebrate with a grand end-of-the-year gathering, giving thanks for

all we have shared and accomplished together.
Though we close the door on another school year, we open a new chapter
filled with hope, growth, and the continuing presence of God in our lives.

May we carry the lessons of this year forward and continue to walk
boldly in faith—always anchored in Christ.

The month of May is dedicated
 to The Blessed Virgin Mary. Anchored in  Christ ,  Growing in  Hope

OUR CATECHISTS,  OUR VOLUNTEERS,  OUR PARISH

Br e n d a  & Sa n d r a

Loving God,
Thank You for guiding us through this year of

learning, growing, and walking in faith.
 Thank you to our teachers, parents, and friends

who have helped us along the way.
We are grateful for the gift of the sacraments—
especially First Communion and Confirmation—

which have brought us closer to You.
As we say goodbye to our classes, help us to

remember that our faith journey continues each
and every day.

We pray for our Church, and we remember with
love the Pope who has gone home to You.

During this special month of May, we honor
Mary, our Mother. Help us to follow her example

of love, trust, and kindness.
Bless us and keep us safe over the summer. Help

us to carry You in our hearts wherever we go.
Amen.



May 2025

Sunday, May 3, 2026Sunday, May 3, 2026

First CommunionFirst Communion

@11:00 Mass followed by May Crowning@11:00 Mass followed by May Crowning

Wednesday, May 6, 2026Wednesday, May 6, 2026

RE K-8 SessionRE K-8 Session  

5:30-6:45 pm5:30-6:45 pm

LAST DAY OF RE CLASSES! P-A-R-T-Y!LAST DAY OF RE CLASSES! P-A-R-T-Y!

ALL ARE INVITED. THIS INCLUDES MCNAMARA STUDENTSALL ARE INVITED. THIS INCLUDES MCNAMARA STUDENTS

FUN, FUN, FUNFUN, FUN, FUN

ROCK PAINTING, WATERCOLOR PAINTING,ROCK PAINTING, WATERCOLOR PAINTING,  

OTHER ARTS AND CRAFTSOTHER ARTS AND CRAFTS

HUMAN ROSARY (PARENTS ARE ASKED TO STAY ANDHUMAN ROSARY (PARENTS ARE ASKED TO STAY AND

PARTICIPATE)PARTICIPATE)

PIZZA, SNACKS, AND OUTSIDE GAMESPIZZA, SNACKS, AND OUTSIDE GAMES

Sunday May 10, 2026Sunday May 10, 2026

Friday, May 15, 2026Friday, May 15, 2026

10:00 am10:00 am - 11:30 am Mobile Food Pantry - 11:30 am Mobile Food Pantry

Sunday, May 17, 2026Sunday, May 17, 2026

  (Donut Sunday)@ 12 noon(Donut Sunday)@ 12 noon

PWD MASS and Reception 2 pm-4 pmPWD MASS and Reception 2 pm-4 pm

Wednesday, May 20, 2026Wednesday, May 20, 2026

RE Catechist MeetingRE Catechist Meeting    6:pm-8 pm @ Ministry Center6:pm-8 pm @ Ministry Center  
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The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of May 2026
That everyone might have food

Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure

that everyone has access to quality food.

Pre Registrat ion for

 Current  Famil ies  @

Last  RE Session

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=stjosephbradley&cid%5B%5D=all&&jsenabled=1&winh=957&winw=2560&inifr=false


May Family ChallengeMay Family ChallengeMay Family Challenge
   TakeTakeTake a special lunch to a working family member to thank them for their work helping your family. a special lunch to a working family member to thank them for their work helping your family. a special lunch to a working family member to thank them for their work helping your family.

   Make Mother’s Day Cards for elderly parish members, shut-ins, or neighbors who may have familyMake Mother’s Day Cards for elderly parish members, shut-ins, or neighbors who may have familyMake Mother’s Day Cards for elderly parish members, shut-ins, or neighbors who may have family
that lives far away that they may not see on Mother’s Day.that lives far away that they may not see on Mother’s Day.that lives far away that they may not see on Mother’s Day.

   Pick a project to do that will benefit someone who is sick or has a medical need. It might bePick a project to do that will benefit someone who is sick or has a medical need. It might bePick a project to do that will benefit someone who is sick or has a medical need. It might be
visiting someone in the hospital, raising money for kids with cancer, making dinner for someonevisiting someone in the hospital, raising money for kids with cancer, making dinner for someonevisiting someone in the hospital, raising money for kids with cancer, making dinner for someone
who is not feeling well, making an extra effort to include someone with a special need like autismwho is not feeling well, making an extra effort to include someone with a special need like autismwho is not feeling well, making an extra effort to include someone with a special need like autism
in an activity where they might have a hard time feeling included normally, or anything else youin an activity where they might have a hard time feeling included normally, or anything else youin an activity where they might have a hard time feeling included normally, or anything else you
can come up with. You can do this in honor of Saint Damien of Molokai, whose feast day is Maycan come up with. You can do this in honor of Saint Damien of Molokai, whose feast day is Maycan come up with. You can do this in honor of Saint Damien of Molokai, whose feast day is May
10th.10th.10th.

   
Plan a trip to a farm or a local greenhouse in honor of the feast day of St. Isidore the Farmer (MayPlan a trip to a farm or a local greenhouse in honor of the feast day of St. Isidore the Farmer (MayPlan a trip to a farm or a local greenhouse in honor of the feast day of St. Isidore the Farmer (May
15).15).15).
   Write out the fruits of the Holy Spirit onto plastic fruit. Keep these out where you can discussWrite out the fruits of the Holy Spirit onto plastic fruit. Keep these out where you can discussWrite out the fruits of the Holy Spirit onto plastic fruit. Keep these out where you can discuss
them with your children. Ask them to give examples of how to show them in their lives.them with your children. Ask them to give examples of how to show them in their lives.them with your children. Ask them to give examples of how to show them in their lives.

Invite family members to take a moment of quiet, close their eyes, relax, and listen for guidanceInvite family members to take a moment of quiet, close their eyes, relax, and listen for guidanceInvite family members to take a moment of quiet, close their eyes, relax, and listen for guidance
from the Holy Spirit.from the Holy Spirit.from the Holy Spirit.

May Family Challenge
 Take a special lunch to a working family member to thank them for their work helping your family.

 Make Mother’s Day Cards for elderly parish members, shut-ins, or neighbors who may have family
that lives far away that they may not see on Mother’s Day.

 Pick a project to do that will benefit someone who is sick or has a medical need. It might be
visiting someone in the hospital, raising money for kids with cancer, making dinner for someone
who is not feeling well, making an extra effort to include someone with a special need like autism
in an activity where they might have a hard time feeling included normally, or anything else you
can come up with. You can do this in honor of Saint Damien of Molokai, whose feast day is May
10th.

 
Plan a trip to a farm or a local greenhouse in honor of the feast day of St. Isidore the Farmer (May
15).
 Write out the fruits of the Holy Spirit onto plastic fruit. Keep these out where you can discuss
them with your children. Ask them to give examples of how to show them in their lives.

Invite family members to take a moment of quiet, close their eyes, relax, and listen for guidance
from the Holy Spirit.

  Brenda McLean & Sandra Jefferson
Religious Education / Youth Minister Coordinators and

 the Confirmation Team
St. Joseph Parish

815-937-9340
bmclean@stjosephbradley.org

sjefferson@stjosephbradley.org

The saints that we will focus on this month—those who have already
shared in the rewards of the Resurrection—are:

St. Joseph the Worker (May 1),
St. Athanasius (May 2),

Sts. Philip and James (May 3),
St. Damien de Vuester (May 10),

John of Avila(May 10),
St. Nereus & Achilleus, St. Pancras (May 12),

Our Lady of Fatima (May 13),
St. Matthias (May 14)

St. Isidore the Farmer (May 15),
St. Bernadine of Siena (May 20),

St. Christopher Magallanes(May 21),
St. Rita of Cascia (May 22),

St. Philip Neri (May 26),
St. Augustine of Canterbury (May 27)

and the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31).

The feasts of
St. John I (May 18),

and St. Bede, St. Gregory VII and St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi
(May 25),

are superseded by the Sunday liturgy. The Solemnity of the
Ascension (May 29) is celebrated on June 1 (Sunday) in most

dioceses in the United States.

Saints Feast Day Of May

SUMMER EDITION 



  Brenda McLean & Sandra Jefferson
Religious Education / Youth Minister Coordinators 

St. Joseph Parish
815-937-9340

bmclean@stjosephbradley.org
sjefferson@stjosephbradley.org

A  N o t e  t o  O u r  Pa r e n t s  a n d  S t u d e n t s

A s  w e  c o m e  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  a n o t h e r  b l e s s e d  y e a r  i n  o u r  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m ,  w e  e x t e n d  o u r

h e a r t fe l t  t h a n ks  t o  y o u — o u r  d e d i c a t e d  p a r e n t s  a n d  o u r  w o n d e r fu l  s t u d e n t s .  Yo u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o

g r o w i n g  i n  fa i t h ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  s a c r a m e n t s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  p a r i s h  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  m a d e

t h i s  y e a r  t r u l y  m e a n i n g fu l .

To  o u r  s t u d e n t s :  w e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  y o u r  e f fo r t s ,  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  y o u r  p r a y e r s ,  a n d  y o u r  j o y  i n

l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  G o d ’ s  l o v e .  Fo r  t h o s e  w h o  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  F i r s t  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n  a n d  C o n f i r m a t i o n ,

w e  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  s p e c i a l  s t e p  i n  y o u r  j o u r n e y  w i t h  C h r i s t .  M a y  y o u  a l w a y s  c a r r y  H i s  p r e s e n c e  i n

y o u r  h e a r t s .

To  o u r  p a r e n t s :  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t e a c h e r s  o f  fa i t h .  Yo u r

e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  p r a y e r fu l  e x a m p l e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a p e  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  b e a u t i fu l

w a y s .

A s  w e  n o w  e n t e r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a y ,  d e d i c a t e d  t o  O u r  B l e s s e d  M o t h e r ,  l e t  u s  b e  i n s p i r e d  b y  h e r

fa i t h ,  h u m i l i t y ,  a n d  t r u s t  i n  G o d .  M a y  y o u r  s u m m e r  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  p e a c e ,  fa m i l y  t i m e ,  a n d

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  ke e p  l i v i n g  t h e  fa i t h  i n  s m a l l ,  d a i l y  w a y s .

We  l o o k  fo r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  y o u  b a c k  n e x t  y e a r  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  j o u r n e y  o f  fa i t h  t o g e t h e r .

U n t i l  t h e n ,  m a y  G o d  b l e s s  y o u  a n d  ke e p  y o u  a l w a y s  i n  H i s  c a r e .

W i t h  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  p r a y e r s ,
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