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Common Separation Questions and Answers

1. How do I become legally separated?

· In order to be legally separated, one spouse has to move out of the house, and the spouses must live separate and apart with at least one spouse intending that the separation be permanent. 

2. How much does a Separation and Property Settlement Agreement cost?

· It depends. If there are not a lot of marital assets and debts to be divided and depending if there are minor children born of the marriage, a Separation Agreement can be basic and not break the bank. Typically, a $1,500-$2,500 retainer would be expected for a rather straight forward Agreement. If there are many marital assets and debts to be divided and an intensive financial analysis needs to be completed and custody, child support, and/or alimony need to be considered, then the Agreement will take more time to complete and thus, and a $2,500-$5,000 retainer would be appropriate for a more complex Agreement. The final cost is heavily dependent on how well the parties are communicating and negotiating. 

3. What are my rights?

· You have many rights and laws to protect you.  You need to have a consultation with an experienced family law attorney who can guide you and answer any questions you have. 

4. How do we figure out custody right now?

· You can agree to a temporary parenting agreement. For many parents who want to share custody with one another, they exercise a 2-2-3 schedule or a week on, week off schedule. However, it depends on what kind of schedule will work best for you and your spouse. If one parent is denying another parent visitation, you will need to file a Custody Complaint, schedule the mandatory mediation and obtain a date for a temporary custody hearing.


5. How is child support determined?

· In many cases, child support is determined pursuant to the North Carolina Child Support Guidelines. There are child support worksheets in which you can input income information and child related expenses, and these worksheets will provide you with the amount of child support you or the other parent should pay pursuant to the guidelines. 

6. How is alimony determined?

· In the most basic sense, alimony is determined based on the needs of the dependent spouse, the ability to pay of the supporting spouse, the length of the marriage, the age and education of both parties, and the standard of living the spouses were accustomed to during their marriage.  There are many other factors that are considered.  An attorney can help provide you with specifics regarding your circumstances.  

7. How do I protect my money?

· You should monitor your joint bank accounts if you are separated or if you believe a separation is imminent. 

8. Should I do anything with our joint accounts now?

· Monitor them closely. If you have a joint account with your spouse, and you are concerned that your spouse is going to take all the money in the account, or the bulk of it, you may withdraw half of what is in the account.

9. How do I prevent my spouse from coming back to the house uninvited?

· If you and your spouse have separated, and your spouse moves out of the house, and you do not want your spouse to come back to the house uninvited, you may tell your spouse so (preferably in writing via text or email). If your spouse comes back uninvited, you may call the police as your spouse has committed what is referred to as domestic criminal trespass.

10. What happens if we reconcile?

· If you reconcile, then the date of separation that you established is no longer your date of separation. If you and your spouse executed a Separation Agreement, then you must look to the terms of your Separation Agreement to see what it says about reconciling. 
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Brian S. Demidovich – Managing Attorney
Meet Brian Demidovich – DRC Certified Family Law Mediator & Collaborative Attorney
Brian Demidovich is the founder and Managing Member of The Demidovich Law Firm, PLLC, proudly operating as The Law Corner since 2006. With over 15 years of litigation experience, Brian now dedicates his practice to family law mediation and collaborative divorce, offering clients a more compassionate and cost-effective path forward.
At the heart of The Law Corner is a simple but powerful principle: law is a service profession. Brian believes that every client deserves respect, responsiveness, and clear guidance. He ensures that calls and emails are returned promptly, meetings are accessible, and clients are always treated with dignity. This commitment to service is the cornerstone of his practice.
Having witnessed the emotional and financial toll of litigation, Brian shifted his focus to alternative dispute resolution. Drawing on his background as a social worker, he brings empathy and insight to every case. “Family law comes naturally to me,” Brian says. “It’s not just about legal advice—it’s about understanding people and helping them through one of the most difficult times in their lives.”
Certified as a Family Financial Mediator since 2013 and trained in Collaborative Divorce, Brian offers a peaceful, solutions-focused approach that prioritizes what truly matters. His work as a mediator—both privately and as a volunteer in Wake County Domestic Court—has helped countless families find resolution without the stress of courtroom battles.
Based in Raleigh, North Carolina since 2001, Brian is a devoted husband and father of three. Whether skiing in the winter or boating in the summer, his family embraces the outdoors and the joy of shared experiences.
If you're looking for a seasoned legal professional who combines deep expertise with genuine compassion, Brian Demidovich is ready to help. He’s straightforward, open-minded, and committed to making your experience as smooth and empowering as possible.
For A Confidential Consultation, Call 919-424-8319
The Law Corner
211 E. Six Forks Rd.
Building C, Suite 106
Raleigh, NC 27609

This information is not to be construed as legal advice for your situation. You should not take any action based solely on the information contained herein. You are strongly encouraged to speak with an attorney about your facts before taking any action. Do NOT use this information as a substitute for legal advice. Be prudent; call a lawyer.
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