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Common Divorce Questions and Answers
(based on one year and one day of separation)
1. How much do you charge for a divorce?

· $2,500, which includes the $225.00 filing fee, motion and service fees.

2. Can I do the divorce myself?

· The Wake County Clerk’s Office does have a pro se divorce packet, which you may fill out. We often have people come to us after trying to go through the divorce process himself/herself because they find the pro se packet too difficult to complete on his/her own. If you make a mistake, often you must start over.

3. When can I get divorced in NC?

· After you and your spouse have been physically separated for at least one year and one day with at least one of you intending for the separation to be permanent you are eligible to file for a divorce. 

4. Is there anything I should be aware of before I file for divorce?

· If you do not have an executed Separation and Property Settlement Agreement or you do not have pending or resolved claims for post-separation support, alimony, and/or equitable distribution, and those matters still need to be resolved between you and your spouse, then you should reach an agreement on those matters before or file those claims simultaneous with the filing for divorce. If you obtain a divorce judgment and those matters (property/support and alimony) have not been resolved or are not pending, then you are forever barred from filing any of those claims post-divorce. 

5. Do we need to have a Separation Agreement before we get divorced?
· It depends on your situation. We recommend coming in to speak with a lawyer to determine if you should have an executed Separation and Property Settlement Agreement prior to obtaining a divorce. In the majority of cases, the answer is going to be “Yes”. 

6. Do I have to get divorced in the county or state where my spouse lives?

· No, you do not. You may obtain a divorce in any county in North Carolina as long as either you live in North Carolina or your spouse lives in North Carolina, and one of you has lived in North Carolina for at least 6 months.

7. Does my spouse have to sign anything for the divorce?

· It depends on how your spouse is served with the Divorce Complaint. If your spouse is served via certified mail, then he or she will need to sign the green certified mail card confirming that he or she received the documents in the mail. If your spouse is served by sheriff, then there is nothing that must be signed. Your Spouse may opt to sign an Answer and Waiver of Service.  Once your spouse is legally served, we can obtain your divorce.

8. How long does it take to get divorced?

· Typically, 45-60 days from the date your spouse is served.

9. Is there a divorce hearing?

· Yes, but if one party is represented by counsel, then neither party needs to attend court. 

10. Can I resume my maiden name?

· You can, but do not have to, request it in your Divorce Complaint. Regardless of whether it states that you may resume the use of your maiden name in your Divorce Judgment, to legally resume your maiden name and update your driver’s license and social security card, you must complete a Resumption of Former Name form after you are divorced, and file that form at the courthouse. Then, you may take that form to the DMV or Social Security Administration to legally change your name. 
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Brian S. Demidovich – Managing Attorney
Meet Brian Demidovich – DRC Certified Family Law Mediator & Collaborative Attorney
Brian Demidovich is the founder and Managing Member of The Demidovich Law Firm, PLLC, proudly operating as The Law Corner since 2006. With over 15 years of litigation experience, Brian now dedicates his practice to family law mediation and collaborative divorce, offering clients a more compassionate and cost-effective path forward.
At the heart of The Law Corner is a simple but powerful principle: law is a service profession. Brian believes that every client deserves respect, responsiveness, and clear guidance. He ensures that calls and emails are returned promptly, meetings are accessible, and clients are always treated with dignity. This commitment to service is the cornerstone of his practice.
Having witnessed the emotional and financial toll of litigation, Brian shifted his focus to alternative dispute resolution. Drawing on his background as a social worker, he brings empathy and insight to every case. “Family law comes naturally to me,” Brian says. “It’s not just about legal advice—it’s about understanding people and helping them through one of the most difficult times in their lives.”
Certified as a Family Financial Mediator since 2013 and trained in Collaborative Divorce, Brian offers a peaceful, solutions-focused approach that prioritizes what truly matters. His work as a mediator—both privately and as a volunteer in Wake County Domestic Court—has helped countless families find resolution without the stress of courtroom battles.
Based in Raleigh, North Carolina since 2001, Brian is a devoted husband and father of three. Whether skiing in the winter or boating in the summer, his family embraces the outdoors and the joy of shared experiences.
If you're looking for a seasoned legal professional who combines deep expertise with genuine compassion, Brian Demidovich is ready to help. He’s straightforward, open-minded, and committed to making your experience as smooth and empowering as possible.
For A Confidential Consultation, Call 919-424-8319
The Law Corner
211 E. Six Forks Rd.
Building C, Suite 106
Raleigh, NC 27609

This information is not to be construed as legal advice for your situation. You should not take any action based solely on the information contained herein. You are strongly encouraged to speak with an attorney about your facts before taking any action. Do NOT use this information as a substitute for legal advice. Be prudent; call a lawyer.
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