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10 Things to Consider when Separating
1. Get Some Counseling, Marriage or Otherwise
   Counseling is a good starting point to establish if you are really sure that you want to separate. There are times when couples are unhappy together but don’t really want to take that final step and separate. You need to be sure that the relationship has suffered an irretrievable breakdown before you can begin to consider the financial changes, the change in living arrangements, and what happens to any children under 18 years old.
   Once the separation process begins it can be very hard to go back to a happy relationship. Counseling can be helpful even if attended on your own to help you deal with the separation.
2. Where are the Kids Going to Live?
   When parents separate, the children’s best interests are paramount. It needs to be decided who the children are to live with upon separation as well as to ensure that they maintain a relationship with both parents, if safe and healthy for the child.
3. Decide about Your Living Arrangements
   When deciding who stays in the home and who goes, it is important to think about your long-term goals. If you want to continue living in the home so that there is less disruption for the children but are concerned that you cannot pay the overheads on your own, then you may be able to require your partner to contribute to the costs. If you decide to leave home, then this is fine too as the law will recognize your legal entitlements.
4. Furniture and Personal Effects
   If you decide to leave the family home, it is advisable to take everything you need by way of furniture, appliances, clothes, jewelry etc. Generally, the Courts will consider all belongings to be jointly owned and therefore movable by either person. If you don’t take items with you that you really want, then you risk your partner taking them or refusing that you have them. Equally, if you’re the person who’s staying, you are allowed to change the locks to prevent the departing partner from gaining re-entry – even if the house is in joint names.



5. Get All Legal and Financial Documents Sorted
   It is very important that you know where you stand in terms of the financial assets and liabilities of your relationship. You need to know what your partner’s financial position is as well as yours so that you can make informed decisions moving forward. Important legal and financial documents include your passport, driving license, insurance documents, birth / marriage certificate, tax returns, bank statements etc.
6. Open Your Own Bank Account
   Where there are joint bank accounts both you and your partner have the ability to remove all the funds or a portion of the funds from the account. If you have decided to leave the home, then you will need the money to assist you with moving. Equally if you are going to remain in the home then you will need the money to help with costs of running the home.
7. Check Your Life Insurance and Death Benefits
   If you have nominated your partner as a beneficiary of any of these, you will need to change this immediately. Where possible we suggest that you take all necessary steps to ensure any such benefits pass to your estate or your children in the event of your death.
8. Update/Make a Will and Lasting Power of Attorney
   It is important to understand that separation does not change gifts in a Will. So if your Will says “I appoint my partner as my executor and give all my estate to my partner” and you die, then your partner (or ex-partner) will have the ability to make decisions about your estate and receive everything.
   If you haven't made a Will yet you can make an initial legally valid Will now, then update the Will with any new details within 12 months at no extra cost.
9. Notify Benefits and Child Support Agency
   If you are receiving any state Benefit payments, you need to notify any and government departments of your change in relationship status as you will obviously be dealt with differently as a single person. The same applies with the Child Support Agency, if you have children, as the Agency’s role is to collect payments from the non-residential partner to pay the residential partner on a means and needs basis.
10. Get Professional Legal Advice
Contact Us Today to take your first step in the right direction.
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Brian S. Demidovich – Managing Attorney
Meet Brian Demidovich – DRC Certified Family Law Mediator & Collaborative Attorney
Brian Demidovich is the founder and Managing Member of The Demidovich Law Firm, PLLC, proudly operating as The Law Corner since 2006. With over 15 years of litigation experience, Brian now dedicates his practice to family law mediation and collaborative divorce, offering clients a more compassionate and cost-effective path forward.
At the heart of The Law Corner is a simple but powerful principle: law is a service profession. Brian believes that every client deserves respect, responsiveness, and clear guidance. He ensures that calls and emails are returned promptly, meetings are accessible, and clients are always treated with dignity. This commitment to service is the cornerstone of his practice.
Having witnessed the emotional and financial toll of litigation, Brian shifted his focus to alternative dispute resolution. Drawing on his background as a social worker, he brings empathy and insight to every case. “Family law comes naturally to me,” Brian says. “It’s not just about legal advice—it’s about understanding people and helping them through one of the most difficult times in their lives.”
Certified as a Family Financial Mediator since 2013 and trained in Collaborative Divorce, Brian offers a peaceful, solutions-focused approach that prioritizes what truly matters. His work as a mediator—both privately and as a volunteer in Wake County Domestic Court—has helped countless families find resolution without the stress of courtroom battles.
Based in Raleigh, North Carolina since 2001, Brian is a devoted husband and father of three. Whether skiing in the winter or boating in the summer, his family embraces the outdoors and the joy of shared experiences.
If you're looking for a seasoned legal professional who combines deep expertise with genuine compassion, Brian Demidovich is ready to help. He’s straightforward, open-minded, and committed to making your experience as smooth and empowering as possible.

For A Confidential Consultation, Call 919-424-8319
The Law Corner
211 E. Six Forks Rd.
Building C, Suite 106
Raleigh, NC 27609

This information is not to be construed as legal advice for your situation. You should not take any action based solely on the information contained herein. You are strongly encouraged to speak with an attorney about your facts before taking any action. Do NOT use this information as a substitute for legal advice. Be prudent; call a lawyer.
ALWAYS IN YOUR CORNER!
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