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IN YOUR KINDNESS, YOU ARE ASKED TO PRAY FOR:

Those who are ill or who suffer in any way, that God will assist them in their need:
Marge Bennett, Carol Chamberlin, David Martel, Larry Rose, Marc Coughlin, Elsa Bonilla, Judy
Mueller, Jim Tafoya, Joanne, Terrie Crow, and all those who are suffering.
May they find relief in God’s hands. Amen.
Those who are homebound parishioners:
Mark Ingold, Mavis Hanspeter Oerph, Victor Donato, Deborah Valenzuela, Grace Blye, Janelle Smith,
Marilynn Britton, Tim Sheehan, Martha Martinez, Virginia Dorton, Rocky Riley, Elizabeth Lewis, and

e Pewos all those who suffer alone.
& May they be in God’s hands. Amen.
j Those who have died:

Pope Francis , Donald Cottler, Tina Weddendorf Nichols, Brian Golder, Danny Villanue-
va, Fr. Neil Fuller, Dana Coussa, Chuck Tinucci, Pat Petersen, Ernest Navarro, Don Con-
nell, Col. John Telles, Manuel Munoz

May perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
Fr. Tyler’s Corner

On the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, we honor the profound gift of the Eucharist—Christ’s true presence,
body, blood, soul, and divinity. This feast invites us to marvel at the mystery of God’s love, made tangible in sacra-
mental signs, and to recommit ourselves to living as Eucharistic people. In the Eucharist, Jesus fulfills His promise to
remain with us always (Matthew 28:20). Each time we receive Communion, we are united with Christ and one anoth-
er, strengthened to carry His love into the world. The Eucharist is not merely a symbolic reenactment of the Last Sup-
per. As St. Augustine said, “You are what you have received.” Having received Christ, we are sent to be His hands and
heart, bringing his love to those around us. Corpus Christi also reminds us of the communal power of this sacrament.
Whether in the quiet of adoration or the joy of a Eucharistic procession, we proclaim that Christ is the source of our
unity. In a fractured world, the Eucharist calls us to overcome division and live as one Body of Christ. As we celebrate
this feast, let us approach the altar with gratitude and awe. May we allow the Eucharist to transform us, so that our
lives become a living offering of praise.

En la Solemnidad del Corpus Christi, honramos el profundo don de la Eucaristia: la verdadera presencia de Cristo,
en cuerpo, sangre, alma y divinidad. Esta fiesta nos invita a maravillarnos ante el misterio del amor de Dios, tangible en los
signos sacramentales, y a renovar nuestro compromiso de vivir como pueblo eucaristico. En la Eucaristia, Jestis cumple su
promesa de permanecer siempre con nosotros (Mateo 28:20). Cada vez que recibimos la Comunion, nos unimos a Cristo y
unos a otros, fortalecidos para llevar su amor al mundo. La Eucaristia no es una simple recreacion simbélica de la Ultima
Cena. Como dijo San Agustin: «Eres lo que has recibido». Habiendo recibido a Cristo, somos enviados a ser sus manos y su
corazon, llevando su amor a quienes nos rodean. El Corpus Christi también nos recuerda el poder comunitario de este sacra-
mento. Ya sea en la quietud de la adoracion o en la alegria de una procesion eucaristica, proclamamos que Cristo es la fuente
de nuestra unidad. En un mundo fracturado, la Eucaristia nos llama a superar la division y a vivir como un solo Cuerpo de
Cristo. Al celebrar esta fiesta, acerquémonos al altar con gratitud y reverencia. Permitamos que la Eucaristia nos transforme,
para que nuestras vidas se conviertan en una ofrenda viva de alabanza.

AN Knights of Columbus ~ Catholic men’s organization to support and promote the Catholic Church. There is much good and necessary work to be
/A * A\ _done in this world, within our parish, and the Knlghts are committed to assisting, Please contact Dave Golder (909) 338-0130

Caballeros de Colén ~ Organizacion de hombres catdlicos para apoyar y promover la Iglesia Catdlica. Hay mucho trabajo bueno y necesario por hacer en
este mundo, dentro de nuestra parroquia, y los Caballeros estan comprometidos a ayudar. Comuniquese con Dave Golder (909) 338-0130.

™ veteran! Assistance with Veteran'’s outreach services, claims, and counseling, contact Mike Brewer, (760) 550-8083.
i' Asistencia con los servicios de divulgacion, reclamos y asesoramiento para veteranos, comuniquese con Mike Brew-
er, (760) 550-6083.




Parish Ministries

Priest

Altar Society
Annulment Advocate
Bereavement

FCCW

Finance Council
Guadalupano Society
Hospitality

Knights of Columbus
Liturgical Ministries
Mission Circle
Outreach

Prayer Circle
Respect Life

Pancake Breakfast
Pastoral Needs

Rev. Tyler Tripp

Cece Villanueva
Doreen Kennedy

Deacon Rick
Cece Villanueva
Dave Golder

Cece Villanueva

Anna Abrams
Dave Golder
Deacon Rick
Chuck Abajian
Anna Abrams

Carol Chamberlin

Dave Golder
Mel Abrams

Penny Bassford
Catechetical Program Director Doreen Kennedy

(909) 338-4595

(909) 338-2303
(909) 725-3315
(909) 338-4017
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-0130
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-0130
(909) 338-4017
(909) 518-0389
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-6178
(909) 338-0130

(951) 452-1506

(909) 338-4017
(909) 725-3315

Rite of Christian Initiation of Children (RCIC), Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Whole Family Religious Education

(WCCQC)

Liturgical and Parish Calendar

Sunday, June 22

9:30 am - Mass
12:00 pm- Mass (Spanish)
OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, June 23
OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, June 24

10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Food Pantry

Wednesday, June 25

8:30 am - Mass
10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Food Pantry

Thursday, June 26

8:30am - Mass
10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Food Pantry

Friday, June 27

8:30 pm - Mass
OFFICE CLOSED

Saturday, June 28

4:00 pm - 4:45 pm -Confessions
5:00 pm - Mass
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday, June 29

9:30 am - Mass
12:00 pm- Mass (Spanish)
OFFICE CLOSED

Holy Day Mass Times

8:30 am or 6:00 pm
(unless noted or weather permitting)

Comments, Concerns, or material for the
Bulletin or the website:
office@stfrancescabriniparish.org




NEXT SUNDAY'’S READINGS
29 OF JUNE

Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

First Reading Acts 12:1-11
Then Peter recovered his senses and said, “Now I
know for certain that the Lord sent his angel and res-
cued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the
Jewish people had been expecting.”

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him.

Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18
The Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that
through me the proclamation might be completed and
all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was rescued from
the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every
evil threat and will bring me safe to his heavenly
Kingdom.

Gospel Matthew 16:13-19
And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock
I will build my Church, and the gates of the nether-
world shall not prevail against it. I will give you the
keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

ParishsoFT

osv!

A4

On Hold

Reflect~ Have you ever made a call to a business or a
doctor’s office and been placed on a very long hold? I
know I have. The tinny elevator music drones on as a
script repeats, “Please listen closely, as our menu op-
tions have changed.” Life is full of waiting, but maybe
that’s not a terrible thing. It’s in these in-between mo-
ments that we actually live most of our lives. But we're
usually so wrapped up in our daily existences that we
forget that God is waiting to encounter us—right there
in the mundane, workaday lives most of us lead.
Pray~ Lord, Spiritual boredom can creep up on me,
and a kind of restlessness descends, subtly but assured-
ly. When I feel disconnected from others, from your
creation, I start to live too much in my own world,
insulated from possibility—but also possibility. I ask
you to be patient with me as I stumble toward reori-
enting myself to the direction of your call.

Act~ Sometimes, a bit of perspective can help shake up
spiritual boredom. Consider attending a different par-
ish or volunteering to serve a group you aren’t too fa-
miliar with. It might help break you out of your com-
fort zone while also putting spiritual restlessness in its
place.

PROXIMA LECTURAS DOMINICALES
29 DE JUNIO

Solemnidad de los Santos Pedro y Pablo,
Apéostoles

Primera Lectura Hechos 12:1-11
Entonces Pedro recobro el sentido y dijo: “Ahora sé
con certeza que el Sefior envio a su angel y me libro
de la mano de Herodes y de todo lo que el pueblo
judio esperaba”.

Salmo Responsorial  Salmo 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
El angel del Sefior librara a los que le temen.

Segunda Lectura 2 Timoteo 4:6-8, 17-18
El Sefior estuvo a mi lado y me dio fuerzas, para que
por medio de mi se cumpliera el anuncio y todos los
gentiles lo oyeran. Y fui librado de la boca del ledn.
El Sefior me librard de toda amenaza maligna y me
llevard a salvo a su Reino celestial.

Evangelio Mateo 16:13-19
Por eso te digo: tu eres Pedro, y sobre esta roca edif-
icaré mi Iglesia, y las puertas del infierno no preva-
leceran contra ella. Te daré las llaves del Reino de
los Cielos. Todo lo que ates en la tierra quedara ata-
do en el cielo; y todo lo que desates en la tierra
quedaré desatado en el cielo.

Sign up today to register with the Parish, it’s easy
It’s now even easier to give online:
https://osvhub.com/stfxc/funds

En Espera

Reflexion ; Alguna vez has llamado a una empresa o a un
consultorio médico y te han puesto en espera durante mu-
cho tiempo? Yo si. La misica metdlica del ascensor suena
mondétona mientras un guion repite: "Por favor, escuchen
atentamente, ya que nuestras opciones del mena han cambi-
ado". La vida esta llena de esperas, pero quizas no sea tan
terrible. Es en estos momentos intermedios donde vivimos
la mayor parte de nuestras vidas. Pero solemos estar tan
absortos en nuestra vida diaria que olvidamos que Dios nos
espera, ahi mismo, en la vida cotidiana que la mayoria
llevamos.

Oracion~ Sefior, el aburrimiento espiritual puede
apoderarse de mi y una especie de inquietud desciende, sutil
pero segura. Cuando me siento desconectado de los demas,
de tu creacién, empiezo a vivir demasiado en mi propio
mundo, aislado de las posibilidades, pero también de las
posibilidades. Te pido que tengas paciencia conmigo mien-
tras me tambaleo al reorientarme hacia la direccién de tu
llamada.

Actaa~ A veces, un poco de perspectiva puede ayudar a
superar el aburrimiento espiritual. Considera asistir a una
parroquia diferente o ofrecerte como voluntario para servir
a un grupo con el que no estés muy familiarizado. Podria
ayudarte a salir de tu zona de confort y, al mismo tiempo, a
compensar la inquietud espiritual.




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/ EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Religious Education Classes / Clases de educacion religiosa
Adult Confirmation/RCIA classes / Clases de Confirmacion para Adultos/RICA
If you would like to enroll for the 2025/2026 year, please speak with Doreen Kennedy

Most of the apostles and lots of saints have their own feast day, but how about the two most famous saints of the early church? There is Feb-
ruary 22nd in which the Church celebrates the “Chair of Peter” the sign that Peter was the first among the apostles and the one designated
to lead the early Church after Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension. The painting by Paul Rubens shows Peter with the “Keys” and wearing
the pallium of the office of Bishop. But there is no “Feast of St. Peter.” St. Paul, although not one of the Twelve, was an Apostle commis-
sioned by Jesus. There is the January 25th celebration of “The Conversion of St. Paul” which commemorates the Damascus Road episode
described in Acts of the Apostles: 9:1-31, 22:1-22, and 26:9-24. It is the scene made famous by the “Conversion on the Way to Damascus”
painting by Caravaggio. But there is no “Feast of St. Paul.” The two leading saints of the early Church are celebrated together in the Feast of
Saints Peter and Paul, (or the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul if celebrated on a Sunday). This celebration is a liturgical feast in honor of
the martyrdom in Rome of the apostles Saint Peter and Saint Paul and 1s observed on June 29th. The Roman Martyrology (the official lists
of solemnities, feasts, and other liturgical celebrations of the saints and martyrs) assigns June 29th as the feast day without thereby declaring
that to be the day of their deaths. St. Augustine of Hippo (late 4th century) says in his Sermon 295: “One day is assigned for the celebration
of the martyrdom of the two apostles. But those two were one. Although their martyrdom occurred on different days, they were one.” Thus
it is clear that the celebration is of ancient origin. There is some speculation that the date selected may be the anniversary either of their
death or of the translation of their relics.

La mayoria de los apéstoles y muchos santos tienen su propia festividad, pero ¢qué hay de los dos santos mas famosos de la iglesia primi-
tiva? El 22 de febrero, la Iglesia celebra la "Cétedra de Pedro", senal de que Pedro fue el primero de los apéstoles y el designado para dirigir
la Iglesia primitiva tras la Resurreccion y Ascension de Jesus. La pintura de Paul Rubens muestra a Pedro con las "Llaves" y el palio del ofi-
cio de obispo. Pero no existe una "Fiesta de San Pedro". San Pablo, aunque no era uno de los Doce, fue un apostol comisionado por Jesus.
El 25 de enero se celebra la "Conversion de San Pablo", que conmemora el episodio del camino a Damasco descrito en los Hechos de los
Apostoles: 9:1-31, 22:1-22 y 26:9-24. Es la escena que se hizo famosa gracias a la pintura "Conversion en el camino a Damasco" de Caravag-
glo. Pero no existe una “Fiesta de San Pablo”. Los dos santos mas importantes de la Iglesia primitiva se celebran juntos en la Fiesta de los
Santos Pedro y Pablo (o en la Solemnidad de los Santos Pedro y Pablo si se celebra en domingo). Esta celebracion es una fiesta littirgica en
honor al martirio en Roma de los apostoles San Pedro y San Pablo, v se celebra el 29 de junio.San Agustin de Hipona (finales del siglo IV)
dice en su Sermon 295: “Se asigna un dia para la celebracion del martirio de los dos apostoles. Pero esos dos eran uno. Aunque su martirio
ocurri6 en dias diferentes, eran uno”. Por lo tanto, esta claro que la celebracion es de origen antiguo. Existe cierta especulacion de que la
fecha seleccionada puede ser el aniversario de su muerte o del traslado de sus reliquias. El Martirologio Romano (la lista oficial de solemni-
dades, fiestas y otras celebraciones littirgicas de los santos y madrtires) asigna el 29 de junio como dia festivo, sin declararlo por ello el dia de
su muerte.

July 2025
Julio 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Altar Society 10-12 | Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am Confessions 4pm
With Adoration Mass- 5pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Environmental
Mass - 9:30am Altar Society 10-12 | Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am cleaning 9-11
Misa (esp) - 12pm FCCW—12:00pm
Religious Ed 6pm Confessions 4pm
Mass- 5pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Mass - 9:30am Altar Society 10-12 | Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am Confessions 4pm
Misa (esp) - 12pm Mass- 5pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Environmental
Mass - 9:30am Altar Society 10-12 | Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am Mass - 8:30am cleaning 9-11
Misa (esp) - 12pm FCCW—12:00pm Faith & Family Confessions 4
night Baseball onlessions 4pm
Mass- 5pm
27 28 29 30
Mass - 9:30am Altar Society 10-12 | Mass - 8:30am
Pancalfe Break- Respect Life Rosary
fast 10:30am in the Chapel 6 pm




2025 Jubilee Schedule
5 1 January: Opening of Holy Door at St
"7‘ Mary Major's
& b dJanuary: Opening of Holy Door at St
Paul's outside the Walls
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24-26 January: Jubilee of the World of Communica-

tions

8-9 February: Jubilee of the Armed Forces, Police
and Security Personnel

15-18 February: Jubilee of Artists and the World of
Culture

21-23 February: Jubilee of Deacons

8-9 March: Jubilee of the World of Volunteering
28 March: 24 Hours for the Lord

28-30 March: Jubilee of Priests Instituted as
"Missionaries of Mercy"

5-6 April: Jubilee of the Sick and Health Care
Workers

13 April: Palm Sunday

20 April: Easter Sunday

21-26 April: Death and funeral of Pope Francis
25-27 April: Jubilee of Teenagers

28-29 April: Jubilee of People with Disabilities
1-4 May: Jubilee of Workers

4-5 May: Jubilee of Entrepreneurs

7 May: 2025 papal conclave

10-11 May: Jubilee of Bands and Popular En
tertainment

12—-14 May: Jubilee of the Eastern Churches
6—18 May: Jubilee of Confraternities

30 May—1 June: Jubilee of Families, Children,
Grandparents and the Elderly

7—-8 June: Jubilee of Ecclesial Movements, Associa-
tions and New Communities

9 June: Jubilee of the Holy See

14—-15 June: Jubilee of Sport

20—-22 June: Jubilee of Governments

23—-24 June: Jubilee of Seminarians

25 June: Jubilee of Bishops

25-27 June: Jubilee of Priests

28-29 July: Jubilee of Youth

28 July—3 August: Jubilee of Digital Missionaries
and Catholic Influencers

15 September: Jubilee of Consolation

20 September: Jubilee of Justice

26—-28 September: Jubilee of Catechists

4-5 October: Jubilee of the Missions

4-5 October: Jubilee of Migrants

8-9 October: Jubilee of Consecrated Life

11-12 October: Jubilee of Marian Spirituality

27 October—2 November: Jubilee of the World of Ed-

ucation

16 November: Jubilee of the Poor
22—23 November: Jubilee of Choirs
14 December: Jubilee of Prisoners

Saint John the Baptist

Jesus called John the greatest of
all those who had preceded him: B
“I tell you, among those born of
women, no one is greater than
John....” But John would have agreed completely
with What Jesus added: “[Y]et the least in the king-
dom of God is greater than he” (Luke 7:28). John
spent his time in the desert, an ascetic. He began to
announce the coming of the Kingdom, and to call
everyone to a fundamental reformation of life. His
purpose was to prepare the way for Jesus. His bap-
tism, he said, was for repentance. But one would
come who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and
fire. John was not worthy even to untie his sandals.
His attitude toward Jesus was: “He must increase; 1
must decrease” (John 3:30). John was humbled to
find among the crowd of sinners who came to be
baptized the one whom he already knew to be the
Messiah. “I need to be baptized by you” (Matthew
3:14b). But Jesus insisted, “Allow it now, for thus it
1s fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew
3:15b). Jesus, true and humble human as well as
eternal God, was eager to do what was required of
any good Jew. Jesus thus publicly entered the com-
munity of those awaiting the Messiah. But making
himself part of that community, he made it truly
messianic. The greatness of John, his pivotal place
in the history of salvation, is seen in the great em-
phasis Luke gives to the announcement of his birth
and the event itself—both made prominently paral-
lel to the same occurrences in the life of Jesus. John
attracted countless people to the banks of the Jor-
dan, and it occurred to some people that he might be
the Messiah. But he constantly deferred to Jesus,
even to sending away some of his followers to be-
come the first disciples of Jesus. Perhaps John’s
idea of the coming of the Kingdom of God was not
being perfectly fulfilled in the public ministry of Je-
sus. For whatever reason, when he was in prison he
sent his disciples to ask Jesus if he was the Messi-
ah. Jesus’ answer showed that the Messiah was to
be a figure like that of the Suffering Servant in Isai-
ah. John himself would share in the pattern of mes-
sianic suffering, losing his life to the revenge of He-
rodias.

Reflection~ John challenges us Christians to the
fundamental attitude of Christianity—total depend-
ence on the Father, in Christ. Except for the Mother
of God, no one had a higher function in the unfold-
ing of salvation. Yet the least in the kingdom, Jesus
said, is greater than he, for the pure gift that the
Father gives. The attractiveness as well as the aus-
terity of John, his fierce courage in denouncing
evil—all stem from his fundamental and total plac-
ing of his life within the will of God.




Calendario del Jubileo 2025

1 de enero: Apertura de la Puerta Santa
en Santa Maria la Mayor

5 de enero: Apertura de la Puerta Santa
en San Pablo Extramuros

24-26 de enero: Jubileo del Mundo de las Comunica-
ciones

8-9 de febrero: Jubileo de las Fuerzas Armadas, la
Policia y el Personal de Seguridad

15-18 de febrero: Jubileo de los Artistas y del Mundo
de la Cultura

21-23 de febrero: Jubileo de los Didconos

8-9 de marzo: Jubileo del Mundo del Voluntariado
28 de marzo: 24 Horas para el Senor

28-30 de marzo: Jubileo de los Sacerdotes Instituidos
como "Misioneros de la Misericordia"

5-6 de abril: Jubileo de los Enfermos y los Agentes
Sanitarios

13 de abril: Domingo de Ramos

20 de abril: Domingo de Pascua

21-26 de abril: Muerte y funerales del Papa Francisco
25-27 de abril: Jubileo de los Adolescentes

28-29 de abril: Jubileo del Pueblo con discapacidad
1-4 de mayo: Jubileo de los trabajadores

4-5 de mayo: Jubileo de los empresarios

7 de mayo: Cénclave papal de 2025

10-11 de mayo: Jubileo de las Bandas y el Entreten-
imiento Popular

12-14 de mayo: Jubileo de las Iglesias Orientales
6-18 de mayo: Jubileo de las Cofradias

30 de mayo-1 de junio: Jubileo de las Familias, los
Nifios, los Abuelos y los Ancianos

7-8 de junio: Jubileo de los Movimientos Eclesiales,
las Asociaciones y las Nuevas Comunidades

9 de junio: Jubileo de la Santa Sede

14-15 de junio: Jubileo del Deporte

20-22 de junio: Jubileo de los Gobiernos

23-24 de junio: Jubileo de los Seminaristas

25 de junio: Jubileo de los Obispos

25-27 de junio: Jubileo de los Sacerdotes

28-29 de julio: Jubileo de la Juventud
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28 de julio-3 de agosto: Jubileo de los Misioneros Digi-

tales y los Influencers Catolicos

15 de septiembre: Jubileo de la Consolacion

20 de septiembre: Jubileo de la Justicia

26-28 de septiembre: Jubileo de Catequistas

4-5 de octubre: Jubileo de las Misiones

4-5 de octubre: Jubileo de los Migrantes

8-9 de octubre: Jubileo de la Vida Consagrada

11-12 de octubre: Jubileo de la Espiritualidad Maria-
na

27 de octubre-2 de noviembre: Jubileo del Mundo de
la Educacion

16 de noviembre: Jubileo de los Pobres

22-23 de noviembre: Jubileo de los Coros

14 de diciembre: Jubileo de los Presos

San Juan Bautista

Jesus llamo6 a Juan el mas
grande de todos los que lo pre-
cedieron: «Les digo que entre los
nacidos de mujer, nadie es mayor
que Juan...». Pero Juan habria estado completamente
de acuerdo con lo que Jests anadi6: «KAunque el mas
pequeno en el reino de Dios es mayor que él» (Lucas
7:28). Juan pasé su tiempo en el desierto, como as-
ceta. Comenz6 a anunciar la llegada del Reinoy a
llamar a todos a una reforma fundamental de vida.
Su propésito era preparar el camino para Jesus. Su
bautismo, dijo, era para el arrepentimiento. Pero
vendria uno que bautizaria con el Espiritu Santo y
fuego. Juan no era digno ni siquiera de desatar sus
sandalias. Su actitud hacia Jesus fue: «Es necesario
que él crezca; yo mengie» (Juan 3:30). Juan se sinti
humilde al encontrar entre la multitud de pecadores
que acudian a ser bautizados a quien ya sabia que eral
el Mesias. «Necesito ser bautizado por ti» (Mateo
3:14b). Pero Jesus insistié: “Permitelo ahora, porque
asi conviene que cumplamos toda justicia” (Mateo
3:15b). Jesus, hombre verdadero y humilde, ademas
de Dios eterno, anhelaba hacer lo que se requeria de
cualquier buen judio. Asi, Jests entrd publicamente
en la comunidad de quienes esperaban al Mesias.
Pero al integrarse a esa comunidad, la hizo verdader-
amente mesianica. La grandeza de Juan, su lugar
central en la historia de la salvacion, se aprecia en el
gran énfasis que Lucas da al anuncio de su nacimien-
to y al acontecimiento mismo, ambos en un paralelis-
mo prominente con los mismos sucesos en la vida de
Jesus. Juan atrajo a innumerables personas a las
orillas del Jordan, y a algunos se les ocurrié que él
podria ser el Mesias. Pero él siempre se sometid a
Jesus, llegando incluso a enviar a algunos de sus se-
guidores para que se convirtieran en sus primeros
discipulos. Quizas la idea de Juan sobre la venida del
Reino de Dios no se estaba cumpliendo plenamente enl
el ministerio publico de Jests. Por alguna razén,
estando en prisién, envié a sus discipulos a pregun-
tarle a Jesus si él era el Mesias. La respuesta de
Jesus demostré que el Mesias debia ser una figura
como la del Siervo Sufriente de Isaias. Juan mismo
compartiria el patrén del sufrimiento mesianico, per-
diendo su vida por la venganza de Herodias.
Reflexion~ Juan nos reta a los cristianos a la actitud)
fundamental del cristianismo: la dependencia total
del Padre, en Cristo. Salvo la Madre de Dios, nadie
tuvo una funcién superior en el desarrollo de la
salvacion. Sin embargo, el mas pequeno en el reino,
dijo Jesus, es mayor que él, por el don puro que el Pa-
dre concede. El atractivo, asi como la austeridad de
Juan, su férrea valentia al denunciar el mal, todo
surge de su entrega fundamental y total a la voluntad
de Dios.




