Diocesan Development Fund (DDF)
Diocese Goal: $9,300.00

Pledges Made: $19,510.00
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Donors: 22
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Fondo de Desarrollo Diocesano (DDF)
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Food Scrip

A way, to give 6% to
the Church, the giit cards are in differ-
ing denominations and are sold aiter

Desde: Aug 13, 2025 10:22PM
Masses

As of: Aug 13, 2025 10:22PM
YOU ARE ASKED TO PRAY FOR:

IN YOUR KINDNESS,

Those who are ill or who suffer in any way, that God will assist them in their need:
Bertha Dunham, Penny Bassford, John Arambula, Carol Chamberlin, David Martel, Larry Rose, Marc
Coughlin, and all those who are suffering.
May they find relief in God’s hands. Amen.
Those who are homebound parishioners:

Mavis Hanspeter Oerph, Victor Donato, Deborah Valenzuela, Grace Blye, Janelle Smith, Marilynn Brit-
ton, Tim Sheehan, Martha Martinez, Virginia Dorton, Rocky Riley, Elizabeth Lewis, and
all those who suffer alone.

May they be in God’s hands. Amen.

Those who have died:

Mark Ingold, Henrietta Abajian, Jeanne Saleh, Pope Francis , Donald Cottler, Tina Wed-
dendorf Nichols, Brian Golder, Danny Villanueva, Fr. Neil Fuller, Dana Coussa, Chuck
Tinucci, Pat Petersen, Ernest Navarro, Don Connell, Col. John Telles, Manuel Munoz

May perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.

e Pswer

¢
Phagon

Fr. Tyler’s Corner

In today’s Gospel (Luke 14:25-33), Jesus speaks strong and challenging words about the cost of dis-
cipleship. He tells the crowd that following Him requires putting Him first—even above family, possessions,
and our own plans. It’s not a rejection of these good things, but a call to love them rightly, through and in our
love for God. Jesus invites us to count the cost—not because He wants to discourage us, but because He
wants disciples who are truly committed. Faith isn’t a comfortable accessory to our lives; it’s a radical, daily
choice to walk with Christ, carry our cross, and trust Him with everything. As we reflect this week, let’s ask
ourselves: What holds me back from following Jesus more fully? Where is He asking me to surrender, to
trust, to let go? May we have the courage to choose Him again, with open hands and willing hearts—
knowing that in losing our lives for His sake, we find them.

En el Evangelio de hoy (Lucas 14:25-33), Jesus pronuncia palabras fuertes y desafiantes sobre el
costo del discipulado. Le dice a la multitud que seguirlo requiere ponerlo en primer lugar, incluso por encima
de la familia, las posesiones y nuestros propios planes. No se trata de rechazar estas cosas buenas, sino de un
llamado a amarlas correctamente, a través y en nuestro amor a Dios. Jests nos invita a considerar el costo, no
porque quiera desanimarnos, sino porque quiere discipulos verdaderamente comprometidos. La fe no es un
accesorio comodo en nuestras vidas; es una decision radical y diaria de caminar con Cristo, cargar nuestra
cruz y confiarle todo. Al reflexionar esta semana, preguntémonos: ;Qué me impide seguir a Jestis mas ple-
namente? ;Donde me pide que me entregue, que confie, que deje ir? Que tengamos la valentia de elegirlo de
nuevo, con manos abiertas y corazones dispuestos, sabiendo que al perder nuestras vidas por El, las encon-
tramos.

AN Knights of Columbus ~ Catholic men’s organization to support and promote the Catholic Church. There is much good and necessary work to be

/A * A\ done in this world, within our parish, and the Knlghts are committed to assisting, Please contact Dave Golder (909) 338-0130

Caballeros de Colén ~ Organizacion de hombres catdlicos para apoyar y promover la Iglesia Catdlica. Hay mucho trabajo bueno y necesario por hacer en
este mundo, dentro de nuestra parroquia, y los Caballeros estan comprometidos a ayudar. Comuniquese con Dave Golder (909) 338-0130.

Assistance with Veteran’s outreach services, claims, and counseling, contact Mike Brewer, (760) 550-8083.
Asistencia con los servicios de divulgacion, reclamos y asesoramiento para veteranos, comuniquese con Mike Brew-
er, (760) 550-6083.

* Veteran!

-




Parish Ministries

Priest

Altar Society
Annulment Advocate
Bereavement

FCCW

Finance Council
Guadalupano Society
Hospitality

Knights of Columbus
Liturgical Ministries
Mission Circle
Outreach

Prayer Circle
Respect Life

Pancake Breakfast
Pastoral Needs

Rev. Tyler Tripp

Cece Villanueva
Doreen Kennedy

Deacon Rick
Cece Villanueva
Dave Golder

Cece Villanueva

Anna Abrams
Dave Golder
Deacon Rick
Chuck Abajian
Anna Abrams

Carol Chamberlin

Dave Golder
Mel Abrams

Penny Bassford
Catechetical Program Director Doreen Kennedy

(909) 338-4595

(909) 338-2303
(909) 725-3315
(909) 338-4017
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-0130
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-0130
(909) 338-4017
(909) 518-0389
(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-6178
(909) 338-0130

(951) 452-1506

(909) 338-4017
(909) 725-3315

Rite of Christian Initiation of Children (RCIC), Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Whole Family Religious Education

(WCCQC)

Liturgical and Parish Calendar

Sunday, September 7

9:30 am - Mass
12:00 pm- Mass (Spanish)
OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, September 8
OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, September g

10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Food Pantry

Wednesday, September 10

8:30 am - Mass
10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Food Pantry

Thursday, September 11

8:30am - Mass
10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Food Pantry

Friday, September 12

8:30 pm - Mass
OFFICE CLOSED

Saturday, September 13

4:00 pm - 4:45 pm -Confessions
5:00 pm - Mass
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday, September 14

9:30 am - Mass
12:00 pm- Mass (Spanish)
OFFICE CLOSED

Holy Day Mass Times

8:30 am or 6:00 pm
(unless noted or weather permitting)

Comments, Concerns, or material for the
Bulletin or the website:
office@stfrancescabriniparish.org




NEXT SUNDAY'’S READINGS PROXIMA LECTURAS DOMINICALES
14 OF SEPTEMBER 14 DE SEPTIEMBRE

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross Fiesta de la Exaltacion de la Santa Cruz

First Reading Numbers 21:4b-9 || Primera lectura Numeros 21,4b-9
With their patience worn out by the journey, the Con la paciencia agotada por el viaje, el pueblo se que-
people complained against God and Moses, "Why [ jo contra Dios y Moisés: “;Por qué nos han sacado de
have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this Egipto para morir en este desierto, donde no hay pan
desert, where there is no food or water? ni agua?”

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 78:1bc¢-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 || Salmo responsorial Salmo 78,1bc-2.34-35.36-37.38
Do not forget the works of the Lord! iNo olviden las obras del Seor!

Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11 || Segunda lectura Filipenses 2,6-11
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did || Cristo Jesus, siendo de condicion divina, no considerd
not regard equality with God something to be el ser igual a Dios como algo a lo que aferrarse. Mas

grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the bien, se despojo de si mismo, tomando forma de sier-
form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and vo, haciéndose semejante a los hombres; y, hallandose
found human in appearance, he humbled himself, en apariencia humana, se humill6 a si mismo, hacién-
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. || dose obediente hasta la muerte, y muerte de cruz.

Gospel John 3:13-17 }| Evangelio Juan 3:13-17
"No one has gone up to heaven except the one who [| “Nadie ha subido al cielo sino el que bajo del cielo, el
has come down from heaven, the Son of Man. And || Hijo del Hombre. Y como Moisés levanto la serpiente
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so [ en el desierto, asi es necesario que el Hijo del Hombre
must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone || sea levantado, para que todo el que crea en ¢l tenga

who believes in him may have eternal life." vida eternal”.

ParishsoFt: Sign up today to register with the Parish, it’s easy
- 2] It’s now even easier to give online:
) : https://losvhub.com/stfxc/funds
Your Place in Line Tu lugar en la fila
Reflect~ In our opulent era, many of us have become Reflexiona~ En nuestra era opulenta, muchos de no-
accustomed to acquiring more money, more prestige, sotros nos hemos acostumbrado a adquirir mas dinero,

more power, more material comforts. Poverty, in its fig- mas prestigio, mas poder, mas comodidades materiales.
urative and literal sense, is societally scorned. But as it La pobreza, en su sentido figurado y literal, es social-
states in Matthew 20:16: “the last will be first, and the mente despreciada. Pero como dice Mateo 20:16: “los
first will be last.” Where are you in line? Where should  dltimos serdan los primeros, y los primeros seran los alti-

you be? mos”. ;Dénde estas en la fila? ;Donde deberias estar?
Pray~ Dear God, forgive my need to amass. excuse my  Ora~ Querido Dios, perdona mi necesidad de acumular.
desire to have more make more, spend more, and be Disculpa mi deseo de tener mas, ganar mas, gastar mas y
more. When I look at the unhoused, the migrant, the ser mas. Cuando mire a los sin hogar, a los migrantes, a
sick, no more will I see them as “the other.” But I will los enfermos, ya no los veré como “el otro”. Sino que los
look at them for who they truly are: your beloved. miraré por quienes realmente son: tus amados. Dame
Give me eyes to see them as rightful heirs to the king- ojos para verlos como legitimos herederos del reino.

dom. Amen. Amén.

Act~ When St. Francis embraced the leper, it changed = Actia~ Cuando San Francisco abrazé al leproso, cambié
his life. Spend time thinking about how you treat those  su vida. Dedica tiempo a pensar cémo tratas a quienes
who have less than you and never forget: They are ahead tienen menos que ti y nunca olvides que ellos estan

of you in line. delante de ti en la fila.

“Lord, grant me the wisdom to navigate my choices with Seior, concédeme la sabiduria para tomar decisiones con
Your insight. Illuminate the paths before me, making Your tu sabiduria. [lumina los caminos que tengo ante mi,

will clear and guiding me in the direction that leads to life  aclarando tu voluntad y guidindome hacia la vida y tu
and Your greater glory. In every decision, big or small, let ~ mayor gloria. En cada decision, grande o pequeiia, que tu
Your voice be the loudest I hear. Amen.” voz sea la que mas fuerte escuche. Amén.




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/ EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Religious Education Classes / Clases de educacion religiosa
‘ Adult Confirmation/OCIA classes / Clases de Confirmacion para Adultos/OCIA
Registration for faith formation in our parish will be available after all Sunday Masses,
August 31st and September 7th . Please Doreen Kennedy to sign up

Insightful perspectives for Catholics navigating the world today~ Embrace your Catholic identity in a secular world

e  Living as a Catholic today often means holding beliefs that are counter-cultural in a rapidly secularizing society.

e [t's important to be bold and gentle in spreading the Gospel, embodying its truth while respecting the freedom of others.

®  Practicing charity in conversations, showing respect for differing perspectives, and witnessing to your faith with humility and courage is
crucial when facing potential ridicule or misunderstanding from others who don't share your beliefs.

e  Sharing your faith through loving example, encouraging conversations, and sharing personal testimony about how God has worked in
your life can be incredibly powerful.

®  Catholics are called to not simply reject or accept modern life, but rather to transform it from within by steering modern values back to-
ward the right direction, according to buildingcatholicculture.com.

e This process of cultural transformation requires sustained effort, including engagement, and retreat for reflection and prayer.
Deepen your faith and commitment to Christ

e  Engage in daily prayer, focusing on intimacy with God, gratitude, and seeking guidance and protection.

®  Regularly attend Mass, appreciating its graces and the opportunity to receive the Eucharist, notes West Coast Catholic.
®  Make Scripture a part of your daily routine for guidance, comfort, and inspiration.

[ ]

Actively participate in the sacraments, especially Reconciliation and the Eucharist, which offer profound encounters with Christ's healing
and strengthening grace.

e  Engage in spiritual reading, learning from saints and theologians to deepen your understanding of the faith.

e Don't be discouraged by a lack of "feelings" of closeness to God at times. True growth lies in your commitment to Him, regardless of im-
mediate emotions, according to My Catholic Life!.

Live out Catholic social teaching

Human life is sacred from conception to natural death, and the dignity of the human person is the foundation of Catholic social teaching.
Prioritize service to the poor and vulnerable and work for peace and justice in the world.

Recognize that the economy must serve people, not the other way around, and advocate for the rights of workers.

Embrace the virtue of solidarity, recognizing our interconnectedness as one human family, explains usccb.

Be a steward of God's creation, caring for the earth as a requirement of faith, not just an optional activity.

Stay informed about current events and issues, engaging in social justice and advocacy in line with Church teachings.

Small, intentional actions, like kindness in daily interactions and advocating for fair working conditions, can have a profound impact.

In essence, navigating the modern world as a Catholic requires a blend of unwavering faith, a commitment to personal holiness, and active
engagement with the world to transform it through love and justice.

Perspectivas perspicaces para los catélicos que navegan por el mundo actual~ Abraza tu identidad catélica en un mundo secular

®  Vivir como catélico hoy en dfa a menudo implica tener creencias contraculturales en una sociedad que se seculariza rapidamente.

®  Esimportante ser valiente y amable al difundir el Evangelio, encarnando su verdad y respetando la libertad de los demads.

®  Practicar la caridad en las conversaciones, mostrar respeto por las diferentes perspectivas y dar testimonio de tu fe con humildad y valentia es
crucial al enfrentar posibles burlas o malentendidos por parte de quienes no comparten tus creencias.

®  Compartir tu fe a través del ejemplo amoroso, conversaciones alentadoras y compartir tu testimonio personal sobre cémo Dios ha obrado en tu
vida puede ser increfblemente poderoso. Profundiza tu fe y tu compromiso con Cristo

®  Dedicate a la oracién diaria, enfocandote en la intimidad con Dios, la gratitud y la bisqueda de gufa y proteccién.

®  Asiste regularmente a misa, apreciando sus gracias y la oportunidad de recibir la Eucaristfa. Dedicate a la lectura espiritual, aprendiendo de santos
y teblogos para profundizar tu comprensién de la fe, sugiere West Coast Catholic.

®  No te desanimes por la falta de "sentimientos" de cercania con Dios en ocasiones. El verdadero crecimiento reside en tu compromiso con El, inde-
pendientemente de las emociones inmediatas, segtin Mi Vida Cat6lica.

(] Vivir la doctrina social catélica.

®  Lavida humana es sagrada desde la concepcién hasta la muerte natural, y la dignidad de la persona humana es el fundamento de la doctrina social
catélica.

®  Lavida humana es sagrada desde la concepcién hasta la muerte natural, y la dignidad de la persona humana es el fundamento de la doctrina social
catélica.

Priorizar el servicio a los pobres y vulnerables y trabajar por la paz y la justicia en el mundo.

Reconocer que la economia debe servir a las personas, no al revés, y defender los derechos de los trabajadores.

Abrazar la virtud de la solidaridad, reconociendo nuestra interconexién como una sola familia humana, explica la USCCB.

Ser un administrador de la creacién de Dios, cuidando la tierra como un requisito de la fe, no solo como una actividad opcional.

Mantenerse informado sobre los eventos y problemas actuales, participando en la justicia social y la defensa de los derechos humanos de acuerdo
con las ensefianzas de la Iglesia. Pequerias acciones intencionales, como la amabilidad en las interacciones diarias y la defensa de condiciones la-
borales justas, pueden tener un profundo impacto. En esencia, navegar por el mundo moderno como catdlico requiere una combinacién de fe inque-
brantable, un compromiso con la santidad personal y una participacién activa con el mundo para transformarlo a través del amor y la justicia.




Saint Teresa of Calcutta~ Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized
throughout the world for her work among the poorest of the poor, was beatified Octo-
ber 19, 2003. Among those present were hundreds of Missionaries of Charity, the or-
der she founded in 1950, as a diocesan religious community. Today the congregation
also includes contemplative sisters and brothers, and an order of priests. Born to Alba-
nian parents in what is now Skopje, Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu was the
youngest of the three children who survived. For a time, the family lived comfortably, and her father’s con-
struction business thrived. But life changed overnight following his unexpected death. During her years in
public school, Agnes participated in a Catholic sodality and showed a strong interest in the foreign missions.
At age 18, she entered the Loreto Sisters of Dublin. It was 1928 when she said goodbye to her mother for the
final time and made her way to a new land and a new life. The following year she was sent to the Loreto no-
vitiate in Darjeeling, India. There she chose the name Teresa and prepared for a life of service. She was as-
signed to a high school for girls in Calcutta, where she taught history and geography to the daughters of the
wealthy. But she could not escape the realities around her—the poverty, the suffering, the overwhelming
numbers of destitute people. In 1946, while riding a train to Darjeeling to make a retreat, Sister Teresa
heard what she later explained as “a call within a call. The message was clear. I was to leave the convent
and help the poor while living among them.” She also heard a call to give up her life with the Sisters of Lore-
to and instead, to “follow Christ into the slums to serve him among the poorest of the poor.”After receiving
permission to leave Loreto, establish a new religious community, and undertake her new work, Sister Tere-
sa took a nursing course for several months. She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the slums and
opened a school for poor children. Dressed in a white sari and sandals—the ordinary dress of an Indian wom-
an—she soon began getting to know her neighbors—especially the poor and sick—and getting to know their
needs through visits. The work was exhausting, but she was not alone for long. Volunteers who came to join
her in the work, some of them former students, became the core of the Missionaries of Charity. Others
helped by donating food, clothing, supplies, and the use of buildings. In 1952, the city of Calcutta gave Moth-
er Teresa a former hostel, which became a home for the dying and the destitute. As the order expanded, ser-
vices were also offered to orphans, abandoned children, alcoholics, the aging, and street people. For the next
four decades, Mother Teresa worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no bounds. Nor did her
energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading for support and inviting others to see the face of Jesus in the
poorest of the poor. In 1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On September 5, 1997, God called her
home. Blessed Teresa was canonized by Pope Francis on September 4, 2016.

Reflection~ Mother Teresa’s beatification, just over six years after her death, was part of an expedited pro-
cess put into effect by Pope John Paul II. Like so many others around the world, he found her love for the
Eucharist, for prayer, and for the poor a model for all to emulate.

A Prodigal Daughter Returns~ I left the Church 25 years ago as a cocky young adult—certain that I didn’t need the
less-than-perfect Church of my upbringing. Last year, I returned to the faith as a humbled prodigal, longing for the ac-
cepting arms of the father, but expecting the judging looks of the older brother in the biblical story of the Prodigal Son.
For a whole year I stood there in the pew while others processed up to receive Communion. In the beginning I felt un-
comfortable, believing that everyone was taking note, Sunday after Sunday, that I wasn’t in a state of grace to receive
the sacrament. The process of leaving and returning, of judging and then releasing judgments, of arrogance and then
humility has been a healing journey. I share this story so that others might feel encouraged to turn around and begin
that journey home. I share this story so that parents who worry about their adult children straying from the Church
will have some understanding and hope. Looking back I see how easy it was to blame God when I was the one who had
gone away—forsaking the healing sacrament of God’s grace. I believed that private prayer, nature walks, meditation
and the study of spiritual readings would help me find answers. And these things did bring relief from stress and a
sense of God’s presence. But still, no answers were forthcoming. It felt as if the whole Church knew we were there. Did I
have a red “P” for “prodigal” emblazoned on my forehead? I felt flushed with embarrassment and wonderment. But the
tide had turned and I was home! I could feel again—with renewed power—the significance of the Mass. My husband
and I began attending RCIA. We began the arduous, but cathartic, experience of obtaining annulments of previous mar-
riages. I began learning things about the Church that I don’t remember having heard in my Catholic school years. To
take Catholic instruction as an adult is a powerful experience. Those who have it handed to them as children often have
a “take-it-for-granted” attitude that is far from the conscious choosing of the adult.

Lessons Learned~ It is the experience of the prodigal. I had left feeling the arrogant self-righteousness of my youth. I
have returned feeling humbled by life and trusting in God’s wisdom. “Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say
the Word and I shall be healed”: These are words that touch me deeply. And so, in this experience of the prodigal’s re-
turn, I have spent many weeks pondering what it is that makes young people leave the Church and what it is that
makes people return. The ebb and flow, leaving-and-returning phenomenon is very real and more a part of the world
today than ever before. Being Catholic is not an easy path.




Santa Teresa de Calcuta~ La Madre Teresa de Calcuta, la pequefia mujer reconocida
mundialmente por su labor entre los mas pobres, fue beatificada el 19 de octubre de 2003.
Entre los presentes se encontraban cientos de Misioneras de la Caridad, la orden que
fundé en 1950 como comunidad religiosa diocesana. Hoy en dia, la congregacién también
incluye hermanas y hermanos contemplativos, y una orden de sacerdotes. Nacida de pa-
dres albaneses en lo que hoy es Skopie, Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu fue la
menor de los tres hijos que sobrevivieron. Durante un tiempo, la familia vivié comodamente y el negocio de con-
strucciéon de su padre prosperd. Pero la vida cambi6 de la noche a la mafiana tras su inesperada muerte. Durante
sus afios en la escuela publica, Agnes participd en una congregacién catélica y mostr6 un gran interés por las
misiones extranjeras. A los 18 afios, ingresé en las Hermanas de Loreto de Dublin. Fue en 1928 cuando se
despidi6 de su madre por dltima vez y emprendié su camino hacia una nueva tierra y una nueva vida. Al afio
siguiente, fue enviada al noviciado de Loreto en Darjeeling, India. Alli eligi6 el nombre de Teresa y se preparé
para una vida de servicio. Fue asignada a un instituto femenino en Calcuta, donde ensefié historia y geografia a
las hijas de familias adineradas. Pero no pudo escapar de las realidades que la rodeaban: la pobreza, el sufrimien-
to, la abrumadora cantidad de indigentes. En 1946, mientras viajaba en tren a Darjeeling para un retiro espiritu-
al, la Hermana Teresa escuchdé lo que més tarde explicé como “una llamada dentro de otra llamada. El mensaje
era claro: debia dejar el convento y ayudar a los pobres viviendo entre ellos”. También escuchd la llamada a re-
nunciar a su vida con las Hermanas de Loreto y, en cambio, a “seguir a Cristo en los barrios marginales para
servirle entre los mas pobres de entre los pobres”. Tras recibir permiso para salir de Loreto, fundar una nueva
comunidad religiosa y emprender su nuevo trabajo, la Hermana Teresa realizé un curso de enfermeria durante
varios meses. Regresé a Calcuta, donde vivid en los barrios marginales y abrié una escuela para nifios pobres.
Vestida con un sari blanco y sandalias —la vestimenta habitual de una mujer india—, pronto comenz6 a conocer
a sus vecinos, especialmente a los pobres y enfermos, y a comprender sus necesidades mediante visitas. El trabajo
era agotador, pero no estuvo sola por mucho tiempo. Los voluntarios que acudieron para acompanarla en la obra,
algunos de ellos antiguos alumnos, se convirtieron en el ntcleo de las Misioneras de la Caridad. Otros ayudaron
donando comida, ropa, suministros y el uso de edificios. En 1952, la ciudad de Calcuta doné a la Madre Teresa un
antiguo albergue, que se convirtié en un hogar para moribundos e indigentes. A medida que la orden se expandia,
también se ofrecieron servicios a huérfanos, nifios abandonados, alcohdlicos, ancianos y personas de la calle. Du-
rante las siguientes cuatro décadas, la Madre Teresa trabajé incansablemente en favor de los pobres. Su amor no
tenia limites. Tampoco su energia, mientras recorria el mundo pidiendo apoyo e invitando a otros a ver el rostro
de Jesus en los més pobres de entre los pobres. En 1979, recibi6 el Premio Nobel de la Paz. El 5 de septiembre de
1997, Dios la llamé a su hogar. La Beata Teresa fue canonizada por el Papa Francisco el 4 de septiembre de 2016.
Reflexion~ La beatificacion de la Madre Teresa, poco mas de seis afios después de su muerte, fue parte de un
proceso acelerado puesto en marcha por el Papa Juan Pablo II. Como tantos otros en todo el mundo, encontr6 en
su amor por la Eucaristia, por la oracién y por los pobres un modelo a seguir para todos.

El regreso de una hija prodiga~ Dejé la Iglesia hace 25 afios siendo una joven adulta arrogante, segura de que no necesitaba
la Iglesia imperfecta en la que creci. El afio pasado, regresé a la fe como una prédiga humilde, anhelando los brazos abiertos de
su padre, pero esperando las miradas criticas del hermano mayor del relato biblico del Hijo Prédigo. Durante un afo entero,
permaneci en la banca mientras otros llegaban a comulgar. Al principio me senti incoémoda, creyendo que todos notaban, domin-
go tras domingo, que no estaba en gracia para recibir el sacramento. El proceso de irme y volver, de juzgar y luego dejar de
juzgar, de arrogancia y luego humildad, ha sido un camino de sanacion. Comparto esta historia para que otros se sientan ani-
mados a dar un giro y emprender ese camino de regreso. Comparto esta historia para que los padres que se preocupan por el
alejamiento de sus hijos adultos de la Iglesia tengan comprensién y esperanza. Mirando hacia atras, veo lo facil que fue culpar af
Dios cuando yo era el que se habia alejado, abandonando el sacramento sanador de la gracia de Dios. Comparto esta historia
para que otros se sientan animados a dar un giro y emprender ese viaje de regreso a casa. Comparto esta historia para que los
padres que se preocupan por el alejamiento de sus hijos adultos de la Iglesia tengan comprensiéon y esperanza. Mirando hacia
atras, veo lo facil que era culpar a Dios cuando yo era la que me habia alejado, abandonando el sacramento sanador de la gracia
divina. Creia que la oracién privada, los paseos por la naturaleza, la meditacion y el estudio de lecturas espirituales me
ayudarian a encontrar respuestas. Y estas cosas me aliviaron el estrés y me dieron una sensacién de la presencia de Dios. Pero
aun asi, no recibia respuestas. Sentia como si toda la Iglesia supiera que estabamos alli. ;Llevaba una "P" roja de "prédigo" es-
tampada en la frente? Me senti avergonzada y asombrada. jPero la situacién habia cambiado y estaba en casa! Podia sentir de
nuevo, con renovada fuerza, el significado de la Misa. Mi esposo y yo comenzamos a asistir al RICA. Comenzamos la ardua, pero|
catartica, experiencia de obtener la anulacién de matrimonios anteriores. Empecé a aprender cosas sobre la Iglesia que no
recuerdo haber escuchado en mis afios de escuela catélica. Recibir instruccién catélica de adulto es una experiencia poderosa.
Quienes la reciben de nifios suelen tener una actitud de "darlo por sentado", algo que dista mucho de la eleccién consciente del
aduto.

Lecciones aprendidas~ Es la experiencia del hijo prédigo. Sali con la arrogancia de mi juventud. He regresado con humildad
y confianza en la sabiduria de Dios. “Sefior, no soy digno de recibirte, pero solo di la Palabra y sanaré”: estas palabras me
conmueven profundamente. Y asi, en esta experiencia del regreso del hijo prédigo, he pasado muchas semanas reflexionando
sobre qué impulsa a los jovenes a abandonar la Iglesia y qué impulsa a los jovenes a regresar. El fenémeno de ir y venir, de irse
y volver, es muy real v estd mas presente en el mundo hoy que nunca. Ser catélico no es un camino facil.




