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IN YOUR KINDNESS, YOU ARE ASKED TO PRAY FOR:

Those who are ill or who suffer in any way, that God will assist them in their need:
John Arambula, Carol Chamberlin, David Martel, Larry Rose, Marc Coughlin, and all those who are
suffering.
May they find relief in God’s hands. Amen.
Those who are homebound parishioners:
Mark Ingold, Mavis Hanspeter Oerph, Victor Donato, Deborah Valenzuela, Grace Blye, Janelle Smith,
Marilynn Britton, Tim Sheehan, Martha Martinez, Virginia Dorton, Rocky Riley, Elizabeth

e  Power Lewis, and all those who suffer alone.
May they be in God’s hands. Amen.
Pragr Those who have died:

Jeanne Saleh, Pope Francis , Donald Cottler, Tina Weddendorf Nichols, Brian Golder,
Danny Villanueva, Fr. Neil Fuller, Dana Coussa, Chuck Tinucci, Pat Petersen, Ernest Na-
varro, Don Connell, Col. John Telles, Manuel Munoz

May perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.
Fr. Tyler’s Corner

Today’s readings invite us to reflect on the virtue of faith and the call to vigilant hope. The Gospel reminds us of
Jesus’ words: “Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.” These words
reassure us of God’s boundless love and His promise of eternal life, urging us to live with trust and readiness. The first read-
ing from Wisdom recalls the faith of the Israelites, who trusted in God’s deliverance during the Exodus. Similarly, the sec-
ond reading from Hebrews celebrates Abraham’s unwavering faith, trusting God’s promises despite uncertainty. These ex-
amples challenge us: Are we living with the same trust in God’s plan, even when the path ahead seems unclear? Jesus calls
us to be like servants awaiting their master’s return, prepared and watchful. In our busy lives, it’s easy to grow distracted,
but the Lord invites us to prioritize our relationship with Him—through prayer, the Eucharist, and acts of charity. This vigi-
lance isn’t about fear but about joyful anticipation of God’s kingdom breaking into our lives. As a parish community, let us
encourage one another to stay awake in faith.

Las lecturas de hoy para el 19° Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario nos invitan a reflexionar sobre la virtud de la fe y el
llamado a una esperanza vigilante. El Evangelio (Lucas 12:32-48) nos recuerda las palabras de Jesus: “No temas, pequefio
rebafio, porque a vuestro Padre le ha parecido bien daros el Reino.” Estas palabras nos aseguran el amor infinito de Dios y
su promesa de vida eterna, instindonos a vivir con confianza y preparacion.La primera lectura, de Sabiduria (18:6-9),
recuerda la fe de los israelitas, quienes confiaron en la liberacion de Dios durante el Exodo. De manera similar, la segunda
lectura, de Hebreos (11:1-2, 8-19), celebra la fe inquebrantable de Abraham, quien confi6 en las promesas de Dios a pesar
de la incertidumbre. Estos ejemplos nos desafian: ;Estamos viviendo con la misma confianza en el plan de Dios, incluso
cuando el camino parece incierto?Jesus nos llama a ser como siervos que esperan el regreso de su sefior, preparados y vigi-
lantes. En nuestras vidas ocupadas, es facil distraerse, pero el Sefior nos invita a priorizar nuestra relacion con El a través de
la oracidn, la Eucaristia y los actos de caridad. Esta vigilancia no se trata de miedo, sino de una alegre expectativa del Reino

de Dios que irrumpe en nuestras vidas.Como comunidad parroquial, animémonos mutuamente a permanecer despiertos en la
fe.

AN Knights of Columbus ~ Catholic men’s organization to support and promote the Catholic Church. There is much good and necessary work to be
/A * A\ _done in this world, within our parish, and the Knlghts are committed to assisting, Please contact Dave Golder (909) 338-0130

Caballeros de Colén ~ Organizacion de hombres catdlicos para apoyar y promover la Iglesia Catdlica. Hay mucho trabajo bueno y necesario por hacer en
este mundo, dentro de nuestra parroquia, y los Caballeros estan comprometidos a ayudar. Comuniquese con Dave Golder (909) 338-0130.

™ veteran! Assistance with Veteran'’s outreach services, claims, and counseling, contact Mike Brewer, (760) 550-8083.
i' Asistencia con los servicios de divulgacion, reclamos y asesoramiento para veteranos, comuniquese con Mike Brew-
er, (760) 550-6083.




Liturgical and Parish Calendar

Sunday, August 10

9:30 am - Mass
12:00 pm- Mass (Spanish)
OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, August 11
OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, August 12

10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Food Pantry

Wednesday, August 13

8:30 am - Mass
10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Food Pantry

Thursday, August 14

8:30am - Mass
10:00 am- 1:00 pm Office Open
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Food Pantry

Parish Ministries

Priest Rev. Tyler Tripp (909) 338-4595 Friday, August 15

The Assumption of the Blessed
Altar Society Cece Villanueva (909) 338-2303 Virgin Mary
Annulment Advocate Doreen Kennedy (909) 725-3315 8:30 pm & 6:00 pm - Mass
Bereavement Deacon Rick (909) 338-4017 | oFFICE CLOSED
FCCW Cece Villanueva (909) 338-2303
Finance Council Dave Golder (909) 338-0130 Saturday, August 16

Guadalupano Society  Cece Villanueva

(909)338-2303 | /.56 pm - 4:45 pm ~Confessions

Hospitality

Knights of Columbus
Liturgical Ministries

Mission Circle

Anna Abrams
Dave Golder
Deacon Rick
Chuck Abajian

(909) 338-2303
(909) 338-0130
(909) 338-4017
(909) 518-0389

5:00 pm - Mass
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday, August 17

Outreach Anna Abrams (909) 338-2303

Prayer Circle Carol Chamberlin  (gog) 338-6178 ||930 am - Mass .
Respect Life Dave Golder (909) 338-0130 || 12:00 Pm- Mass (Spanish)
Pancake Breakfast Mel Abrams (951) 452-1506 OFFICE CLOSED

Pastoral Needs Penny Bassford (909) 338-4017 Holy Day Mass Times

Catechetical Program Director Doreen Kennedy (909) 725-3315

Rite of Christian Initiation of Children (RCIC), Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Whole Family Religious Education

(WCCQ)

8:30 am or 6:00 pm
(unless noted or weather permitting)

Comments, Concerns, or material for the
Bulletin or the website:
office@stfrancescabriniparish.org




NEXT SUNDAY'’S READINGS
10 OF AUGUST

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading Wisdom 18:6-9
Your people awaited the salvation of the just and the
destruction of their foes. For when you punished our
adversaries, in this you glorified us whom you had
summoned. For in secret the holy children of the
good were offering sacrifice and putting into effect
with one accord the divine institution.

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evi-
dence of things not seen. Because of it the ancients
were well attested.

Gospel Luke 12:32-48
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not be afraid any
longer, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give
you the kingdom. Sell your belongings and give alms.
Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear
out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief
can reach nor moth destroy. For where your treasure
is, there also will your heart be.

ParishsoFT
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Freeing Ourselves From Hurt

Reflect~ When we are hurt by someone, it’s not easy
to let that pain go. Forgiveness seems like too big a
step to take. But by letting go of the hurt, we are ac-
tually freeing ourselves to heal from the hurt.

Pray~ Dear God, give me the strength to release my
hurt and anger and have the courage to travel the
path to forgiveness. I know it won’t be an easy path
so I ask you to walk by my side. Amen.

Act~ Offer the gift of forgiveness to someone who has
hurt you. If you’re not able to do so in person, do so in
your heart.

Grace Is a Bridge

Pope Francis summarized many times the importance
of Sacred Heart devotion, which has always had very
practical consequences. “If we believe that grace can
bridge every distance,” he writes, “this means that
Christ by his sufferings united himself to the suffer-
ings of his disciples in every time and place. In this
way, whenever we endure suffering, we can also expe-
rience the interior consolation of knowing that Christ
suffers with us. In seeking to console him, we will find
ourselves consoled.”

PROXIMA LECTURAS DOMINICALES

10 DE AGOSTO

Decimonoveno Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Primera Lectura Sabiduria 18:6-9
Tu pueblo esperaba la salvacion de los justos y la de-
struccion de sus enemigos. Porque al castigar a nuestros
adversarios, nos glorificaste a nosotros, a quienes habias
convocado. Pues en secreto, los santos hijos del bien of-
recian sacrificios y ponian en préactica unanimes la in-
stitucion divina.

Salmo Responsorial Salmo 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
iBienaventurado el pueblo que el Sefior ha elegido
para si!

Segunda Lectura Hebreos 11:1-2, 8-19
La fe es la certeza de lo que se espera y la conviccion de
lo que no se ve. Por ella los antiguos estaban bien atesti-
guados.

Evangelio Lucas 12:32-48
Jesus dijo a sus discipulos: “No teman mas, rebafio
pequefio, porque a su Padre le ha placido darles el
reino. Vendan sus bienes y den limosna. Provéanse
bolsas de dinero que no se desgasten, un tesoro
inagotable en el cielo, al que ningtn ladrén puede
acceder ni la polilla destruir. Porque donde esté su
tesoro, alli también estara su corazon.”

Sign up today to register with the Parish, it’s easy
It’s now even easier to give online:
https://osvhub.com/stfxc/funds

Liberandonos del dolor

Reflexiona~ Cuando alguien nos hiere, no es facil dejar
ir ese dolor. Perdonar parece un paso demasiado
grande. Pero al soltar el dolor, en realidad nos libera-
mos para sanar.

Ora~ Querido Dios, dame la fuerza para liberar mi dol-
or y miira, y ten la valentia de recorrer el camino del
perdén. Sé que no serd un camino facil, asi que te pido
que camines a mi lado. Amén.

Actia~ Ofrece el don del perdén a alguien que te haya
lastimado. Si no puedes hacerlo en persona, hazlo en tu
corazon.

La gracia es un puente

El Papa Francisco resumié muchas veces la importan-
cia de la devocién al Sagrado Corazén, que siempre ha
tenido consecuencias muy practicas. "Si creemos que
la gracia puede salvar todas las distancias", escribe,
"esto significa que Cristo con sus sufrimientos se unié
a los sufrimientos de sus discipulos en todo tiempo y
lugar. De esta manera, siempre que soportamos el su-
frimiento, también podemos experimentar el consuelo
interior de saber que Cristo sufre con nosotros. Al tra-
tar de consolarlo, nos encontraremos consolados".




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/ EDUCACION RELIGIOSA

Religious Education Classes / Clases de educacion religiosa
Adult Confirmation/OCIA classes / Clases de Confirmacion para Adultos/OCIA
If you would like to enroll for the 2025/2026 year, please speak with Doreen Kennedy

“Fake quotes are easy to tweet. Truth is harder to live.” That’s not something Pope Leo XIV actually said — but you might believe it,
given how many false attributions have gone viral since his election to the See of Peter. It’s ironic, or maybe prophetic, since the revolutionary
moment we're living through (which includes the rapid development of artificial intelligence) helped inspire his choice of name.

Get to know Pope Leo through this list of 10 things he’s actually said in the first days of his pontificate: Pope Leo XIV, formerly Cardinal Rob-
ert Francis Prevost, delivers the homily as he celebrates his inauguration Mass at the Vatican May 18, 2025. He is the first American pope in
history. (OSV News photo/Claudia Greco, Reuters)

1. “God loves us, God loves you all, and evil will not prevail!” — Apostolic Blessing “Urbi et Orbi,” May 8, 2025.

2. In a world marked by loneliness, division and spiritual confusion, this quote from Pope Leo’s first-ever speech as pope is meant to comfort,
assure and invite every listener into a relationship with God.

3. “Even today, there are many settings in which the Christian faith is considered absurd, meant for the weak and unintelligent. Settings where
other securities are preferred, like technology, money, success, power or pleasure.” — Homily for the Mass Pro Ecclesia, May 9, 2025.

4. Pope Leo is naming a common cultural attitude: that faith — especially Christian belief in God, grace and salvation — is outdated, irrational
or even foolish. In many secularized societies, religious belief is dismissed as superstition or as something for the emotionally fragile or intellec-
tually inferior.

5. “Peace is built in the heart and from the heart, by eliminating pride and vindictiveness and carefully choosing our words.” — Address to
members of the diplomatic corps, May 16, 2025.

6. Pope Leo emphasizes that peace is not merely the absence of war but a personal and interior effort. True peace begins with humility, for-
giveness and mindful communication — not just political treaties.

7. “Religious experience is an essential dimension of the human person. Without it, it is difficult, if not impossible, to bring about the purifica-
tion of the heart necessary for building peaceful relationships.” — Address to members of the diplomatic corps, May 16, 2025.

8. Pope Leo defends the spiritual dimension of the human person as central to both personal growth and societal peace. He argues against secu-
larism’s marginalization of faith from public life.

9. “Many of our Eastern brothers and sisters, including some of you, have been forced to flee their homelands because of war and persecution,
instability and poverty, and risk losing not only their native lands, but also, when they reach the West, their religious identity. As a result, with
the passing of generations, the priceless heritage of the Eastern Churches is being lost.” — Address to participants in the Jubilee of Oriental
Churches, May 14, 2025.

10. The pope highlights the tragic reality that many Eastern Christians have been driven from their homes by conflict, violence and economic
hardship. He’s speaking especially to those from regions like Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Ukraine and other places where Eastern Churches have long
histories. These are not voluntary migrations, but displacements due to war, persecution, instability and poverty. Leaving one’s homeland is
traumatic in itself. But the pope points out that migrants and refugees also risk losing something deeper: their religious identity and traditions.

“Las citas falsas son faciles de tuitear. La verdad es mas dificil de vivir”. Eso no es algo que el Papa Leén XIV haya dicho realmente,
pero podria creerlo, dada la cantidad de atribuciones falsas que se han viralizado desde su eleccién a la Sede de Pedro. Es irénico, o quizés
profético, ya que el momento revolucionario que vivimos (que incluye el rdapido desarrollo de la inteligencia artificial) inspiré su eleccién de
nombre.

Conozca al Papa Leén a través de esta lista de 10 cosas que realmente dijo en los primeros dfas de su pontificado: E1 Papa Leén XIV, ex car-
denal Robert Francis Prevost, pronuncia la homilia durante la celebraciéon de su misa inaugural en el Vaticano el 18 de mayo de 2025. Es el
primer Papa estadounidense de la historia. (Foto de OSV News/Claudia Greco, Reuters)

1. “iDios nos ama, Dios los ama a todos, y el mal no prevalecera!” — Bendicién Apostélica “Urbi et Orbi”, 8 de mayo de 2025.

2. En un mundo marcado por la soledad, la divisién y la confusién espiritual, esta cita del primer discurso del Papa Leén XIII como Papa bus-
ca consolar, asegurar e invitar a cada oyente a una relacién con Dios.

3. “Incluso hoy, existen muchos entornos donde la fe cristiana se considera absurda, destinada a los débiles y a los poco inteligentes. Entornos
donde se prefieren otras seguridades, como la tecnologfa, el dinero, el éxito, el poder o el placer.” — Homilfa de la Misa Pro Ecclesia, 9 de
mayo de 2025.

4. El Papa Le6n XVI menciona una actitud cultural comtn: que la fe —especialmente la creencia cristiana en Dios, la gracia y la salvacion—
es obsoleta, irracional o incluso absurda. En muchas sociedades secularizadas, la creencia religiosa se descarta como supersticiéon o como algo
para personas emocionalmente fragiles o intelectualmente inferiores.

5. «La paz se construye en el corazén y desde el corazén, eliminando el orgullo y el afdn de venganza y eligiendo cuidadosamente nuestras
palabras». — Discurso a los miembros del cuerpo diplomatico, 16 de mayo de 2025.

6. El Papa Le6n XVI enfatiza que la paz no es simplemente la ausencia de guerra, sino un esfuerzo personal e interior. La verdadera paz comi-
enza con la humildad, el perdén y la comunicacién consciente, no solo con tratados politicos.

7. «La experiencia religiosa es una dimensién esencial de la persona humana. Sin ella, es dificil, si no imposible, lograr la purificacién del cora-
z6n necesaria para construir relaciones pacificas». — Discurso a los miembros del cuerpo diplomatico, 16 de mayo de 2025.

8. El Papa Le6n XIII defiende la dimensién espiritual de la persona humana como elemento central tanto para el crecimiento personal como
para la paz social. Argumenta contra la marginacién de la fe en la vida ptblica que lleva a cabo el secularismo.

9. “Muchos de nuestros hermanos y hermanas orientales, incluidos algunos de ustedes, se han visto obligados a huir de sus pafses de origen a
causa de la guerra y la persecucién, la inestabilidad y la pobreza, y corren el riesgo de perder no solo sus tierras de origen, sino también, al
llegar a Occidente, su identidad religiosa. Como resultado, con el paso de las generaciones, se estd perdiendo el inestimable patrimonio de las
Iglesias Orientales.” — Discurso a los participantes en el Jubileo de las Iglesias Orientales, 14 de mayo de 2025.

10. El Papa destaca la trdgica realidad de que muchos cristianos orientales se han visto obligados a abandonar sus hogares por conflictos, vio-
lencia y dificultades econémicas. Se dirige especialmente a quienes provienen de regiones como Siria, Irak, Libano, Ucrania y otros lugares
donde las Iglesias Orientales tienen una larga historia. No se trata de migraciones voluntarias, sino de desplazamientos debido a la guerra, la
persecucion, la inestabilidad y la pobreza. Dejar la patria es traumadtico en sf mismo. Pero el Papa senala que los migrantes y refugiados
también corren el riesgo de perder algo mas profundo: su identidad y tradiciones religiosas.and traditions.




Saint John the Baptist~ Jesus called John the greatest of all those who had preced-
ed him: “I tell you, among those born of women, no one is greater than John” But
John would have agreed completely with what Jesus added: “[Y]et the least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he” (Luke 7:28).John spent his time in the desert, an
ascetic. He began to announce the coming of the Kingdom, and to call everyone to a
fundamental reformation of life. His purpose was to prepare the way for Jesus. His
baptism, he said, was for repentance. But one would come who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.
John was not worthy even to untie his sandals. His attitude toward Jesus was: “He must increase; I must
decrease” (John 3:30). John was humbled to find among the crowd of sinners who came to be baptized the
one whom he already knew to be the Messiah. “I need to be baptized by you” (Matthew 3:14b). But Jesus
insisted, “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15b). Jesus, true
and humble human as well as eternal God, was eager to do what was required of any good Jew. Jesus thus
publicly entered the community of those awaiting the Messiah. But making himself part of that communi-
ty, he made it truly messianic. The greatness of John, his pivotal place in the history of salvation, is seen in
the great emphasis Luke gives to the announcement of his birth and the event itself—both made promi-
nently parallel to the same occurrences in the life of Jesus. John attracted countless people to the banks of
the Jordan, and it occurred to some people that he might be the Messiah. But he constantly deferred to Je-
sus, even to sending away some of his followers to become the first disciples of Jesus. Perhaps John’s idea
of the coming of the Kingdom of God was not being perfectly fulfilled in the public ministry of Jesus. For
whatever reason, when he was in prison he sent his disciples to ask Jesus if he was the Messiah. Jesus’ an-
swer showed that the Messiah was to be a figure like that of the Suffering Servant in Isaiah. John himself
would share in the pattern of messianic suffering, losing his life to the revenge of Herodias.

Reflection~ John challenges us Christians to the fundamental attitude of Christianity—total dependence
on the Father, in Christ. Except for the Mother of God, no one had a higher function in the unfolding of sal-
vation. Yet the least in the kingdom, Jesus said, is greater than he, for the pure gift that the Father gives.
The attractiveness as well as the austerity of John, his fierce courage in denouncing evil—all stem from his
fundamental and total placing of his life within the will of God.

Jesus’ Sacred Heart Connects Everything~ He Has Loved Us, Pope Francis’ fourth encyclical, was pub-
lished during last October’s worldwide Synod of Bishops but did not receive much attention. His death on
April 21 and the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (celebrated on June 27 this year) offer good reason to give
his life and that text a closer look. The heart, writes Pope Francis, “usually indicates our true intentions,
what we really think, believe, and desire, the ‘secrets’ that we tell no one; in a word, the naked truth about
ourselves.” Our fast-paced and technology-driven society easily promotes “an unhealthy individualism.” Alt-
hough “our real personal history is built with the heart . . . a society dominated by narcissism and self-
centeredness will increasingly become ‘heartless.” We decide what to do or avoid based on what is in our
hearts, which is where Jesus calls us and leads us to a better place. “The cross is Jesus’ most eloquent word of
love. [Love is] a word that is not shallow, sentimental, or merely edifying. It is love, sheer love.” Jesus’ sense
of “heart” leads him to embrace the cross, where his side was pierced. The blood and water that flowed out
energize and support the missionary vocation of all baptized persons. Between December 1673 and June
1675, Jesus reportedly appeared to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, encouraging devotion to the Sacred Heart.
What Difference Does This Devotion Make? Pope Francis summarized the importance of Sacred Heart devo-
tion to several saints and the Jesuits, in general. St. Claude la Colombiére, SJ, was St. Margaret’s confessor.
This devotion has always had very practical consequences. “If we believe that grace can bridge every dis-
tance,” writes Pope Francis, “this means that Christ by his sufferings united himself to the sufferings of his
disciples in every time and place. In this way, whenever we endure suffering, we can also experience the inte-
rior consolation of knowing that Christ suffers with us. In seeking to console him, we will find ourselves con-
soled.”

Judged by Our Hearts: Our minds collect information that our hearts process. Two individuals seeing the
same person in need can respond very differently: The first individual may assume, for example, that this
person’s need arises from a personal failing (e.g., substance abuse or gambling too much); the second individ-
ual, who sees a person made in God’s image and likeness, chooses to respond compassionately. When Jesus
describes those who will be saved and the ones who will not (Mt 25:31-46), he was describing people who had
access to similar information but who processed it very differently. We see the same dynamic in the parable
of the good Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37) and the rich man and Lazarus (Lk 16:19-31). The prayer “God, I thank
you that I am not like the rest of humanity” (Lk 18:11) came from a self-serving heart, one not radically open
to God’s grace.




San Juan Bautista~ Jesus llam6 a Juan el més grande de todos los que lo habian pre-
cedido: «Les digo que entre los nacidos de mujer, nadie es mayor que Juan». Pero Juan
habria estado completamente de acuerdo con lo que Jesus afiadié: “Aunque el més
pequenio en el reino de Dios es mayor que él” (Lucas 7:28). Juan pasé su tiempo en el
desierto, como asceta. Comenzd a anunciar la llegada del Reino y a llamar a todos a una
reforma fundamental de vida. Su propésito era preparar el camino para Jesus. Su bautis-
mo, dijo, era para el arrepentimiento. Pero vendria uno que bautizaria con el Espiritu Santo y fuego. Juan no era
digno ni siquiera de desatar sus sandalias. Su actitud hacia Jesus fue: “Es necesario que él crezca; yo

mengiie” (Juan 3:30). Juan se sintié humilde al encontrar entre la multitud de pecadores que acudian a ser
bautizados a quien ya sabia que era el Mesias. «Yo necesito ser bautizado por ti» (Mateo 3:14b). Pero Jesus in-
sisti: “Permitelo ahora, porque asi conviene que cumplamos toda justicia” (Mateo 3:15b). Jesus, hombre
verdadero y humilde, ademas de Dios eterno, anhelaba hacer lo que se requeria de cualquier buen judio. Asi,
Jesus entr6 publicamente en la comunidad de quienes esperaban al Mesias. Pero al integrarse a esa comunidad,
la hizo verdaderamente mesidnica. La grandeza de Juan, su lugar central en la historia de la salvacidn, se apre-
cia en el gran énfasis que Lucas da al anuncio de su nacimiento y al acontecimiento mismo, ambos en un parale-
lismo prominente con los mismos sucesos en la vida de Jesus. Juan atrajo a innumerables personas a las orillas
del Jordan, y a algunos se les ocurrié que él podria ser el Mesias. Pero él siempre se someti6 a Jesus, llegando
incluso a enviar a algunos de sus seguidores para que se convirtieran en sus primeros discipulos. Quizas la idea
de Juan sobre la venida del Reino de Dios no se estaba cumpliendo plenamente en el ministerio publico de Jesus.
Por alguna razoén, estando en prision, envi6 a sus discipulos a preguntarle a Jesus si él era el Mesias. La
respuesta de Jests demostrd que el Mesias debia ser una figura como la del Siervo Sufriente de Isaias. Juan mis-
mo compartiria el patrén del sufrimiento mesidnico, perdiendo su vida por la venganza de Herodias.

Reflexion~ Juan nos reta a los cristianos a la actitud fundamental del cristianismo: la dependencia total del Pa-
dre, en Cristo. Salvo la Madre de Dios, nadie tuvo una funcién superior en el desarrollo de la salvacién. Sin em-
bargo, el mas pequefio en el reino, dijo Jesus, es mayor que él, por el don puro que el Padre concede. El atractivo,
asi como la austeridad de Juan, su férrea valentia al denunciar el mal, todo surge de su entrega fundamental y
total a la voluntad de Dios.

El Sagrado Corazon de Jesus lo conecta todo~ El nos ha amado, la cuarta enciclica del Papa Francisco, se
publicé durante el Sinodo mundial de los Obispos de octubre pasado, pero no recibié mucha atencién. Su muerte
el 21 de abril y la fiesta del Sagrado Corazén de Jesus (celebrada el 27 de junio de este afio) ofrecen buenas ra-
zones para darle a su vida y a ese texto una mirada mas cercana. El corazon, escribe el Papa Francisco,
"usualmente indica nuestras verdaderas intenciones, lo que realmente pensamos, creemos y deseamos, los
'secretos' que no le contamos a nadie; en una palabra, la verdad desnuda sobre nosotros mismos". Nuestra socie-
dad acelerada e impulsada por la tecnologia promueve facilmente "un individualismo malsano". Aunque "nuestra
verdadera historia personal se construye con el corazén... una sociedad dominada por el narcisismo y el egocen-
trismo se volvera cada vez mas 'desalmada'. Decidimos qué hacer o evitar en funcién de lo que hay en nuestro
corazon, que es donde Jesuts nos llama y nos conduce a un lugar mejor. “La cruz es la palabra de amor mas elo-
cuente de Jesus. [El amor es] una palabra que no es superficial, sentimental o meramente edificante. Es amor,
puro amor”. El sentido de “corazén” de Jesus lo lleva a abrazar la cruz, donde su costado fue traspasado. La san-
gre y el agua que fluyeron energizan y apoyan la vocacién misionera de todas las personas bautizadas. Entre dic-
iembre de 1673 y junio de 1675, se dice que Jesus se aparecié a Santa Margarita Maria Alacoque, alentando la
devocidon al Sagrado Corazoén.

(Qué diferencia hace esta devocién? El Papa Francisco resumié la importancia de la devocién al Sagrado Corazén
a varios santos y a los jesuitas en general. San Claudio la Colombiére, Sd, fue el confesor de Santa Margarita.
Esta devocién siempre ha tenido consecuencias muy practicas. "Si creemos que la gracia puede salvar todas las
distancias", escribe el Papa Francisco, "esto significa que Cristo, con sus sufrimientos, se unié a los sufrimientos
de sus discipulos en todo tiempo y lugar. De esta manera, siempre que soportamos el sufrimiento, también po-
demos experimentar el consuelo interior de saber que Cristo sufre con nosotros. Al tratar de consolarlo, nos en-
contraremos consolados".

Juzgados por Nuestros Corazones: Nuestras mentes recopilan informaciéon que nuestros corazones procesan. Dos
personas que ven a la misma persona en necesidad pueden responder de manera muy diferente: la primera perso-
na puede asumir, por ejemplo, que la necesidad de esta persona surge de una falla personal (por ejemplo, abuso
de sustancias o juego excesivo); la segunda persona, que ve a una persona hecha a imagen y semejanza de Dios,
elige responder con compasién. Cuando Jesus describe a los que seran salvados y a los que no (Mt 25:31-46), esta-
ba describiendo a personas que tenian acceso a informacién similar pero que la procesaban de manera muy
diferente. Vemos la misma dinamica en la parabola del buen samaritano (Lc 10:29-37) y el hombre rico y Lazaro
(Lc 16:19-31). La oracién: «Dios, te doy gracias porque no soy como los demas hombres» (Lc 18,11) naci6 de un
corazdn egoista, no radicalmente abierto a la gracia de Dios.




