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[bookmark: _Toc163997470]How often are selection trials held?
The whole selection process happens each year. Clubs nominate players for the selection process based on performance in the pre-christmas competition. The trials are held over two stages before the representative teams are selected. Stage 1 is in the beginning of the year between February and April. Stage 2 is later in the year in September/October for most age groups.

If successful what is the time commitment?
The carnival dates for QJC and Development carnivals are in the first week of the school holidays in December and the second week in January. Practice games and training are scheduled throughout October – January most weekends and players are expected to be committed to training and practice games. If your son is not able to commit to the training and practice games please do not proceed with trials as it is taking an opportunity away from another player. We understand that other commitments come up from time to time and of course that is understood but it is important for the team to play and learn as much together as possible.
[bookmark: _Toc163997471]What is the process for registering for them for selection
Your BEARS community club put forward the players from their club that can trial for representative selection, all nominations come through the club – not directly from a parent or player. Once received from clubs all nominated players will receive information regarding the selection process and a link to register for trials through PlayHQ. 

[bookmark: _Toc163997472]What happens if we miss the registration deadline?
It is very important that players are registered before the due date for each stage and missing a deadline will likely result in the player missing out. A lot of effort goes into organising the players into groups/teams for fair, balanced and thorough selection process. It is very difficult be able to accommodate a player at the last minute so it is important we have all registrations by the due date. 

[bookmark: _Toc163997473]What if a player is unwell or injured for stage 1 selections?
[bookmark: _Hlk175648719]We understand that players get sick or injured making them unable to trial. It is important that we receive this information as early as possible, and a doctors certificate is also required.

If a player is not able to be seen by selectors in stage 1 it is very difficult for them to be progressed in stage 2. This is at the full discretion of the JDOC as extenuating circumstances can sometimes factor into the process.

If a player is unable to attend stage 2 due to illness or injury the same theory applies. The less time spent in front of selectors the reduced opportunity there is for selection – particularly at this stage.

Example for stage 1:

A QJC player from the previous year that performed well in the carnival and pre Christmas may get an exemption. It is an expectation that the player still comes to trials (where it is appropriate – not if they are unwell or physically unable) to assist officials – feeding a ball machine, and general support. This is at the full discretion of the JDOC.

[bookmark: _Toc163997474]What if a player is unwell or injured for stage 2 selections?
We understand that players get sick or injured making them unable to trial. It is important that we receive this information as early as possible, and a doctors certificate is also required.

Stage 1 results can be taken into consideration and stats can be looked at somewhat also.  It is  recommend players come to at least one of the stage 2 trial days if they are injured to meet  our Junior Director of Coaching. This helps to demonstrate the keenness of the player to participate in representative cricket. 

We are new to the region, is my child eligible to trial for a BEARS representative team?
BEARS representative players are selected from BEARS community clubs nomination. Nominations from community clubs are based on pre-christmas season, however consideration can be made for new players that play post Christmas or winter – this is at the discretion of the JDOC.

[bookmark: _Toc163997475]Is there any costs involved in the trial process?
There is a fee to cover the running of trials – this is a cost covering fee only. It covers hiring of facilities, balls, food for our volunteer selectors etc. Typically the fee for stage 1 is $10-$15 and stage 2 is generally $20-$60 depending on the format.

[bookmark: _Toc163997476]Who is responsible for conducting the selection trials, and what qualifications do they have?
Selectors are independent volunteers that are very experienced in their cricket knowledge. No parent is allowed to select in the age group of their child. There is very clear instructions, expectations and support for our selectors from our Junior Director of Coaching (JDOC). 

[bookmark: _Toc163997477]What measures are in place to ensure selections are fair.
It is very important that trials are fair and unbiased which is why:
· No parent is allowed to select in the age group of their child
· All clubs provide selectors so there is a broad representation
· Players where whites with no branding (rep, club or school)
· Selectors only know player numbers not names

[bookmark: _Toc163997478]Are there any specific skills or attributes that selectors prioritise when choosing players?

Batting:
Intent is the key factor here, knowing when to be defence but always looking to score. 
Technique is a factor – footwork, position and movement

Bowling:
Accuracy
Consistency
Pace or spin (movement of ball, spin of ball etc)
Wickets taken in nets

Fielding:
Fitness
Catching skills
Throwing accuracy
Technique
Energy in the field

Wicket Keeping:
Footwork
Ability at the stumps
Soft hands
Technique

Sportsmanship, behaviour and a positive attitude will always be a factor in the selection process. Cricket is a team sport, with many highs and lows for players – working together as a team is a critical part as to what makes a good BEARS representative cricket player.

[bookmark: _Toc163997479]What is the criteria used to evaluate players for selection in a junior rep cricket team?

· Players are evaluated on batting, bowling and fielding (and wicket keeping for those trialling to keep). 
· Scores are given for each of these disciplines by multiple selectors.
· Players are given an overall score based on the results and ranked accordingly.

Examples:

· A player that may bat very well (top 10-15) still requires a good score in fielding and/or bowling/wicket keeping to be in the top 20 players.
· A player that is a #1 or #2 batter or bowler may be looked at more closely in relation to next steps of selection.
· Wicket keepers are ranked also which contributes to their overall score. The top two wicket keepers for U12 and U13 will be offered a place in the Representative Cricket Programme. 


Oversight of all selections, any exceptions or changes are at the full discretion of the Junior Director of Coaching.


[bookmark: _Toc163997480]What do players wear to trials?
· Whites with no club, school or representative branding. 
· Hats are also not to be club, school or representative branded.
· No representative clothing to be worn to trials at all.
· Representative kit bags are fine.
· Players are provided numbers which but be visible on helmet and back of shirt (can be tape, sign or print)

[bookmark: _Toc163997481]What volunteers are required for trials?
We are always looking for help in the selection process – team work makes the dream work.

Stage 1:
Registration 
Fielding drills
Ball feeding machine

Stage 2:
Registration
Umpires
Scorers
Team managers

[bookmark: _Toc163997482]How does the Stage 1 trial day run?
Players are broken into 4 groups. Each group will have a rotation completing the following:
· Batting
· Bowling
· Fielding (including wicket keeping)
· Rest

Subject to numbers players will spend approximately 50 minutes in each rotation.

Once the trials start the JDOC Support will talk to parents about the process and answer any questions.

Parents are not required to stay at the trials, in fact it is preferred that players are left to focus on their trial. Parents will not be able to interact closely with the trial process and “parent free zones” will be established so that players and selectors can focus on the trials without interference. 
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How does the Stage 2 trial day run?
Captains for the team are selected by JDOC
Stage two is a game day scenario, with some limitations and can be varied at any time as advised by the JDOC, this is a guide as to what the match scenario will be:
· Batters will face the same number of minimum (and potentially maximum) balls.
· Bowlers will bowl X overs
· Wicket keepers will keep for X overs
· Fields will be set by nominated captains and bowler (guided by JDOC and/or head selector)
 
Once the trials start the JDOC Support will talk to parents about the process and answer any questions.

No players or parents are to approach scorers or selectors. For any questions please talk to the JDOC, JDOC Support or Head Selector only.
[bookmark: _Toc163997484]What happens if there is rain on trial days?
Unfortunately we do get impacted by rain and we may need to move location and/or postpone trials. We will communicate this as quickly as possible via Facebook and email – Facebook is always the primary communication channel to the BEARS community.
[bookmark: _Toc163997485]How are players notified about the outcome of the selection process?
Players are emailed with the results of the trials. Posts are also made on Facebook of trial results. It is important to keep an eye on Facebook as this will have all updates. Please also keep an eye on spam and trash folders for any emails.
[bookmark: _Toc163997486]Are there opportunities for feedback or appeals if a player is not selected?
Feedback can always be provided to players that are not selected to progress to the next stage or representative team. Parents/players will need to reach out directly to the JDOC via coaching.director@bears.org.au

There is no appeals process for unselected players. It is a rigorous and thorough process. We understand that results can be disappointing and we always welcome feedback.
[bookmark: _Toc163997487]Does performance in previous BEARS representative teams impact on selection?
Potentially, if required performance and behaviour from previous representative carnivals can play a factor, this is completely at the discretion of the JDOC. Typically it is considered when there are close decisions regarding player selection in a team
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