BOBBY JONES
-Todd Spadt
This week’s Mahoning Valley Speedway legend is none other than fan favorite Bobby Jones of Slatington. When Bobby is in the field there is no bigger ovation from the local fans. Bobby currently is still competitively racing in the modified division. 

Bobby unlike most of our legends started his racing career in the early 90’s in the 4 cyl class in a Ford Pinto. His dad, Jimmy Jones, raced a car #00 and Uncle Jack Jones raced at Dorney Park and Mahoning Valley Speedway where he had quite the career.   Uncle Jack Jones in his famous pink #1 won his first race in 1972 and last race in September of 1987 at Mahoning. He won a total of 6 Mod wins himself. Aunt “Tut” Jones was a phenomenon in the powder puff class at Dorney Park. Bobby didn’t go to the races weekly as a kid; he would just go here and there.
In 1991, Bobby’s racing career started in an unorthodox way. Uncle Jack Jones had a familiar pink No.1 Ford Pinto in the ever popular and growing 4 cylinder class, which is now the Pro 4’s. Jack had a friend attempting to race the car as a joke but the unnamed driver didn’t have the racing skills to start the race.  Bobby was just there as a helper and Jack said “kid (Bobby)you’re going in the car.” If you knew Jack you listened when he talked. Bobby didn’t have a racing suit and borrowed one from Betty Christman. Bobby was never in a car, no practice when unlucky or lucky for Bobby it started to rain just when he was in the staging area for his first ever race of any kind. Talk about baptism by fire.  So, he raced next week. Bobby didn’t remember how he did his first time out but he laugh and said “probably bad.”  Jack Jones liked to kid and joke around. He also ironically fielded another 4-cylinder car for Tammy Marsh a year before as a joke, but she raced for 3 years before retiring from the sport as a driver. Jack made sure she fastened a roll of toilet paper to the roll cage which unraveled as she drove around the track. “Uncle Jack was that kind of guy.”
Bobby and friends began racing together in the 4cylinder class at Mahoning and traveled together to race at Lindas, Evergreen and even ½ mile dirt track Penn National. The group consisted of friends Kevin Hahn, Dale and Tim Santee. 
Early in his career Bobby raced the family #1 and pink cars that his Uncle Jack and “Tut’ Jones ran. Bobby said “it is a family sport and I wanted to honor them.” The other number Bobby drove was the no.#12 for Paul French later in his career. 
After the 1994 4-cylinder championship Bobby thought it was time for a change and graduated to the modified ranks in 1995. Buying Chip Santee’s Modified which was an older Tim Santee modified #64.
Bobby has dabbled with racing in the 602 class and Modifieds.  He added the main difference is the tires and other chassis and car height adjustments. “it’s definitely a different animal,” he stated between the two divisions.
When I asked Bobby about his biggest Mahoning wins, he said “I won the Octoberfast race in October 28, 2017 under… I think that’s when Floyd Santee ran it. It was a 200 lapper and I battled Mahoning regular Gene Bowers and partial regular Zane Zeiner.  Gene and I crossed the finish line in a dead heat.” I asked Bobby did you know who won from in the race car he says “Of course I thought I won.  The announcement was delayed a bit but had to go back to the transponder to determine a winner.” Bobby said “it was the highest ever feature winner payout at least up until that day.”
Another special night at Mahoning was October 23, 2023 when he successfully won the 602-crate mod and Modified features in the same night. Bobby emphatically said “that was a real big deal.”
Bobby recalls his biggest win outside of Mahoning was in New Smyrna, Florida in 2024 in the Paul French no.#12. Bobby had some interesting stories of Paul French. Paul was a racer himself He came down to Mahoning and “I destroyed the car in 2015, got medivac to the hospital. Paul bought the car in 2016 for me to race.”
Bobby stated he won an impressive 64 career wins at MVSP, Evergreen and New Smyrna. “I am pretty sure I won 36- Modified, 4- 602 Modifieds, 1 sport mod and 10 4-cylinder wins at Mahoning, but I could be wrong”
Bobby’s first Mod win at Mahoning was Jun’e 1, 1996 and his last one was August 23, 2025…just last year.  
Bobby has a great career going and has 5 championships under his bel; looking to add no. 6 this year at the track. His first was in 1994 at Mahoning in the four-cylinder class when they had huge fields. “I have two at Mahoning one in 2019 and two at Evergreen one in 2011 both in the modifieds.”
When I asked Bobby about his toughest competitors at Mahoning, he quickly said “every single one of them.”  But then reiterated and said “Saturday night’s opening day ROC mod winner Big Money Matt is the toughest one when he shows up.  I also was lucky enough to race against legend Freddy Hamm when I started as a youngster.” 
Bobby was quick to point out his favorite car was the car he won most of his races with and the one that he crashed in 2023 in the Fall Brawl that ended the nights racing with breaking the wall. “I considered giving it up… not out of fear for getting back in the car, but the fear of what I might put my family through if I got hurt.”
Bobby’s advice to young drivers today is “put in the hard work because it’s definitely not easy. The guys that win consistently work very hard, so you will succeed if you put the hours in.”
This will be Bobbys 35th year of racing and as much as he still loves it, he regrets missing some of the family activities over the years. He was really appreciative of the huge support his family gave him over the years giving up their stuff for him. “I’m not sure what keeps me racing. It’s the thrill to build a better car and making the adjustments to go faster. I just love to compete.”
When asked about hobbies outside of racing Bobby in a low toned voice said “this is all I do. I don’t know what else I would do. Racing is all I got as far as hobbies.”
We have always worked hard on the cars over the years getting help from so many people. 
Bobbys spoke and said I think “I will be done soon because it is tough on the family and the time commitments.” Bobby had his grandson in the stands Saturday night so let’s see if he has a say on Bobby’s future like grandkids usually do.  
Since Bobby has started racing, he has had other family members that had the need for speed. His brother Carl raced at Mahoning and has 1 modified feature and a pro 4 to his credit. Bobby remembers working really hard to get his brother a mod win and it was very gratifying when he did. Bobby’s daughter Alexis drove a pink #4 Ford Pinto a few years ago as well as cousin Barry Heimbach drove a 4 cylinder back in the 90’s at Mahoning.
Bobby repeatedly said “I was in it for fun. We had fun before, during, and after the races.” Bobby and crew burned the midnight oil after the races. The Jones team had some adult beverages after the races (responsibly of course) on a regular night but they consumed even more after a win and the crowd got bigger and were even known to get a ski out in the middle of summer. Just use your imagination.
 Bobby always had the biggest crowd at his car after the races and always made time for the kids even when he was in deep tech discussion with another driver’s crew etc. 
Bobby raced for himself as part- or full-time owner and Paul French the rest since 2016, but they often would decide on the fly whose car they would take on a certain night. He also drove a stint with Nick Schaeffer in a 602. 
Bobby has had so many crew members over the year. He didn’t want to mention any of the crew in fear that he may forget someone. “They all know who they are I don’t want to forget anyone.  It would take days to talk about them all and I was always thankful and without their help I wouldn’t be racing anything today. I could never have achieved all these accomplishments without them.”
 Bobby has minimal regrets about his achievements but one thing he would love to do before he hangs it up, would be to race on the Smart tour down south, but is happy if he doesn’t get the chance. 
This is the first story about a Mahoning legend that is still actively racing. So come out enjoy the racing and watch Bobby.  Enjoy his talents knowing that he won’t race forever. Bobby is still very competitive and won’t be surprised at all if and when he adds to his career totals. 
I think when people talk about weekly modified racing at Mahoning Valley Speedway Park from the late 90’s till today, it’s hard not to mention Bobby as Mr. Mahoning. 
 I am going to say when Bobby is pit side at Mahoning stop and see him after the races whether it is a good night or a bad night Bobby will always stop what he is doing to talk to anyone after the races. He is truly one of the good guys in the sport and will be sorely missed when he decides to call it a career.

